DECLASSIFIED

lst Battalion, 3d ¥ rines
3d Mari.e Division (Rein), ™F
FPO, San Irancisco 96602°

3/RCl/gen
7 June 1968
SerNo: 0012=68

- .Copy | of& Copiea

 F¥rom: Commandjng 0fficer
To: Commandant of Marino Corps (Code A05D) :
. «-Via: gl; Commanding General, 3d Maride Division .. .

2 Oommanding General, III MAF
- 3 bomuanding Gencral, )0 Pac1f1c ,
Subj: Command Chronology for nerind of 1l Hay to 31 May 1968
Ref:. (a) MCO 5750.2A s .
..+ (b) IMFPacO 5750.8 ’ o

c)  Div0.5750.1A . S
Encl: (1) Subject Commend Chronology '

‘

l. In accérdance with the provxsiona of referencee (a), (b) -f

and (c¢) enclosure (1) is submi tted.

" 2, - Downsrade  at 3 {ear intbrvals, declaesiflod aftor 12 years,

“DOD Di;cctivc 5200.

?W'

C. V. JARMAN

T

R

DECLASSIFIED

. mmarqummsis . 290368

i‘h-f

““““



DECLASSIFIED
e ¢
\ 1 —

HEADQUARTERS

1st Battalion, 3d Marines
3d arine Division, (Rein), IMF

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY , %

\h
1 lNay to 31 May 1968 >
. INDEX
‘?art I - Organigational Data
Part II ‘' - Narrative Summary
Part II1 - Scquential Listing of Significant Events
Part IV - Supporting Documents
’

. . . . - -
» e et e A

DECLASSIFIED



[NR S
i T
\ \!\’&"“\‘\‘Q‘,l“‘

PN A

1, DL3IGNATION
lot Bettalion, 34 Marines

H&S Co
Co A
Co B

Co C
Co D
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PART I
Organigat;onal Data

COMMANDIERS

- LtCol C. V. JARMAN

Subordinatc Unito

Capt W. H. 03GCOD
Capt D. W. DADISITAN
1stLt G. 0. NORRIS
lstLt T, A. BROWN
lstLt G, S. FORD

Capt G. D. DOCKENDORFF
Capt K. E. FOX

1-31 May: CUA VIET VWatorway Com:lex, RVN

3. STAFT. OFPICERS

Bxeccutive O0fficer
S-1 ‘
S=2

s-3

S=4
- 5-5

4. AVERAGE J"ONTHLY STRENGTH

usHe USN
OFP™  INL OFF  ENL
30 1063 T2 B0

I'aj E. J. ROCHFORD JR.
lstlt R, J. BARNES
lstlLt '7. C. BEBRULER
GySzt R. C. KUNBAITIS
Ilaj R. C. HMC CORMICK
Capt T. V. RICHARDSON
lstLt W. C. J7JRULER
BSgt P. H. MNMOHR

_ (1=31 rrayé

(1-31 May€
1-31 Mayé
1l Hay6§§
2 ay68)
3-31 Mayb
1-31 Mayét
1-31 May6

131 liay6.
1=-31 May6:
1-27 Nay6
28~31 May
1-3) May6.
1-31 I'ayoG.
1-27 May6i
28«31 lMay!

ENCTOSURE (1)
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PART II
Narrative Summary

From 1-31 May 1968 the lst Battalion, 3¢ Marines partipated
in operation NAPOLEOQN/SALINE within the Cue Viet River Aroo
Complex. Thc Battalion's overall mission during this poriod weas
to dony the onemy access to the river and ensure uninterrupted
traffic on the wiver. This wac accomplished by. conducting sys-
“cmatiec Company and Ylatoon Search and Destroy operations along
the oouth bank of the river rithin the Bettalion A0 on a recurring
brsia and Bottalicr Scarch and Destroy operations within the
Re-imential AC. Durin: the period 3-9 May 1968 a Bottalion
Search and Destroy operation was conducted throush Dia Do (YD 253
Thuon~ Do (YD 247634) ond “rue Kinh (YD 3839645)., Due to
the ra»idly chanzing tactical situation north of the Cua Viet
River the Battalion was redeployed by helicopter to an L2 in' the
vicinity of Mei Xa Thi (YD 279664), given OPCON of; Company P,
2nd Bn, 4th Marines and Company A, 1lst Bn, 9th MNarincs, and
conducted a Search and Destroy operation to the north through
Lan Xuan (YD 269700), Pho Con (YD 250708) and tho southern
limits of Lai An (YD 247732). This operction tcrminated 31 May 19¢
and the Battalion returned to its! oporating base at Gico Lien
(YD 291644).

Activity throughout the period was characterized by negative
cncnmy contact on the south bank of the Cua Viet River and
heavy contact against NVA Porces while operating to the north
of the rivor. Numcrous dhachcs of enemy ordance were located
and destroyed and a largc quanity of cnemy weopons and
cquipment was capturcd.
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PART IIIX
Scoucntial Listim~ of Significant Lvents

1. Combat Missions Assigncd

Basic Mission: NAPOLEON/SALINE

a. With assigned forees, conduct aggressive ground survellanc
Scarch and Destroy oporations and Spoiling Attacks in assigned arc
of oporations to cnsurc uninterrupted traffic on the CUA VIET Rive
and to dectecet and intcrdict NVA/VC infiltration routcs,

b, Initially conduct systcmatic Scarch and Destroy operationt
 alons south bank of CUA VIET River in arca of opcrations o dony
enomy direct firc capobility against river traffic.

¢, Be preparcd, on order, for rapid rcdcployment anywhore in
Third Ilarincs arce of operations.

d. Do preparcd, on ordor, %o cxtcend oporations to the souther
western portions of arca of operations to deny cnemy's capability

to deliver indircet fire against river traffic, DONG HA, CUA. VIET,
and QUANG TRI. .

¢. Maintain rcactioh forces ag prosceribed by G Third Divisic
Operation Order 2-68 (Sparrow Hawk).

Rof: Third Marincs OpnO 2-£8 (050801H Mar68)

2., Significant Opcrations Conducted

a, Durinz the neriod 1-31 May 1968 lst Bn, 3d llarincs
oxponded the major portion of ite cnorgics im aggressive Search
and Destroy Missions through the villages located necar the
gouthern bank of the JUA VIET River to deny tho cnemy bagso camps.

b. During the poriod 3=9 lay 1968 the lst Bn, 3d Marinos (-)
exceutod a passage of lincs through 2nd Bn, 4th lNarincs and
continucd to conduct & Battalion sige Scarch and Dostroy operation

" in thc vicinity of Dai Do (YD 253623) Thuons Do (YD 247634) and
Xonsoi (YD 248648). On 5 May 1968 lst Bn, 3d Marincs wero given
OPON of Company I and Company !, 3d Bn, 4th Marincs,

¢. During the poriod 25-31 May thé 1st Bn, 34 Marines (=)
conducted a two Company Scarch and Destroy opcration in the -
vicinity of Thanh Hoi (YD 389645). Duc to change in the
situation thc Battalion was rcdcployed north of thc CUA VIET
Rivor and givor OPION of "F" Comphny, 2nd Bn, 4th Norincs and

4
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"A" Company lst Bn, 9th Marines., 1lst Bn, 34 Morinos then

- conduected a Scarch and Destroy operation to the north in vieinity
of Lay Xuan (YD 269700) Pho Con (YD 250708) and Lan An (YD 247732)

against largc orgahized NVA Forccs.

d. nGcnoral vatrolling was conductcd throughout the
reporting poriod.

3. Cacusltics Inflicted On The Encmy

421 VC/NVA KIA

4. Casualtics Sustoined

44 USMC KIA

4 USN KIA
190 USIT WIA éMcd Evao)
24 USMC VIA (Minor)

9 USN WIA (Mcd Evac)
5. Command Relations
ADCON
1-31 May 1968 ~ Third Marinc Division

OPCON
1-31 May 1968 = Third Marinc Rcgiment

6. Logisties. During thc month on May, thc Battalion Rear

was ro%ocaf&& within the Quang Tri CGombat Base. The Battalion
Logistic Sup ort Arca (LSA) cstoblished at (YD 296654) in March
continued to function. The LSA stocked threc days Slass I, scven
days Ulass IXI (gasolinc), and threo days lass V. Class IT and IV
itcems werp provided upon rccucst from the Battalion Reare

Supnlics were transportced from Quang Tri Combat Basc and ILSG-B

at Dons Ha Combat Bose to the L2U Ramp at NSAQ Dong Ha bby truck,
and on thc Cup Viet Waterway by L{I=8's, multi-purposc barges,

anc fire tcam assualt crafis, Rosupply was cficeted from tho

L3A by LVIP-5's and OTTERS. During the perieds 3-7 May and

25=31 May-opecrational commitments north of the Cua Vict Waterway
necessitated effceting resupply for part of the Battalion by
helicopters. During these jeriods all rosupplice woere provided
dircctly from thc Battalion Rear for thosc units north of thoe

Cua Viet Wnterway whilc thosc units south of the Cug Vict

Yaterway cohtinucd to rcceive their supplics from the LSA

as outlined above,

N .

-~ £ ‘ ‘ . ' -
7. Sup-ly. Duling the month of Hay‘bOZ rceuisitions woro submitte
Of these, 119 were filled. T— _ -

| UeLAS —
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8. lMozor. Tranaport. The deadline rate for May was 17%,
on 2T Yoy twonty M1blAl's werce rcecived, snd four M151Al's -
vere operational by the cnd of the month., All M422's werce
retincd ond continucd in operation,

9. Adminisgtrotion

a. The usuai'administrativc'problcms woere oncountercd during
this timc, ‘howevcr, overcll administration was considored to be
satisfac¢tory. - '

(1) Awerds Rocommendod

1 "Navy Cross
5 Bronzc Star Medals
258 Purplec Heart Medals
2 Novy Commendation Mcdals
2 Navy Achicvement Mcdals
23 Victnamese Cross of Gallantry Mcdals

(2) Awards Precscnted *e

1 Silver Star Mcdal
1l Bronzc Star Medal

(3) Promotions Effccted

1 Gunnery Scrreant
1l Staff Sorzcant
72 Corporals
105 Lance Jorporals
22 Privates First Ilaoss

b. Pogtal. Mail sorvice was considered to be setiefactory,
howcver, mail continued to be reecived sporadieally.

10. Pcrsonncl

a. Adninigtrotive Gaing

2 Oificcers
152 Enlistcd

b. Administrative Loogcs ' ;%

2 Officers
189 ZInlistcd

<5

" ENCLOSURE (1)

L)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

¢ | L

11, Intellizcnee. During the month of Moy two hceavy contacts
with TR unl%s'??bk placc north of tho U VIET Vaterway. The
first occurrcd from 3-9 May in the vieinity of Dai Do (YD 254649)
and Som Soi (YD 248648). Hcavily fortificd positions consisting
of bunkcrs, trcneh lincg, and spider holcs strengthened by
concerting wirce ond claymorc mincs werc defended tonaciously.

Lmong 189 weanons eapturcd werc (2) 82mm rccoilloss ficld guns,

(4) 82mm mortors, (2) 60mm morters, and (2) heovy machine guns,

ag well ng 27 individual weapons in onc cache, Our units |
inflicted 338 KIA's ond capturcd 6 PW's. '

There were three individual aignific nt inecidents. First,
on 21 May 2 NVA tronsportation soldiers werc capturcd after
swimming south across tho Cua Vict Wetorway vicinity (YD 258615).
Sccond, onc of our units in conjunetion with thc River. Assualt
Group Boats scized 10 individual weoapons from 2 sanpans on the
Qua Vict atcrway vicinity (YD 263626). Tinally, 2 dctainces
woere taken on 25 May vicinity Thau Hoi (YD 385645) and sont to
regiment, '

The sccond heavy contaet took placce from 27-31 May in the
vicinity (YD 249712). On 27 Moy thc Battalion (Roin) moved throush
2/9'c positions, rceeiving heavy mortar, recoilless ficld gun
and small arms fire from the hoavily fortified cencmy bunkers)
trenches, ond spider holes in addition to artillery rounds from
North Victnam. After intensive air, artillery, ond morior
prcparation on 29 May the Battalion (Rein) scized moct of tho onomy
positions. Iarly on 30 May tho rcgt werc occupied; 78 NVA KIA's
confirmed; 6 PW's captured; 3 ChiCom redios, a ChiZom phonce
with a lanf linc lcading north, and a2 U.S. Army radio and
30 weapons takon., The Battalion(Rcin) was dirceted to push forward
to Lni An (YD 247723) beforc turning south, and 2/9 was given the :
mipsion of policing and colleeting cnomy ccuipmont and gotting
cnemy body countc. .

%urini the month 1 ARVN liaison Officcr, 5 intcrpreters,
and 8 Kit Carson Scouts sorved the Battalion cffcctively. ,

12, TFirc Sup-rort. From 1-31 May 1963 the following units
fired in gupport of the lst Battalion, 3d Marinoo:

unIe TLOCATION
Btry I, 3a@ Bn, 12th Marines YD 302558)
Btry A, lot of the 40th (U.S. Army) YD 313544
Btry ¢, lst Bn, 1llth Marinceo YD 347694
5th 155 Gun Btry YD 323494
Btry ¢, 1.+t of thc 40th (U.S. Army) YD 215673

3d P1t (Rein) lot Armored Amphib, 1lth Marines(YD 344699

EFCLOSURE (1)
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Miscgions Pircd

Obscrved
Mavigation

.
. ‘ ot
b

22
2

Registration 10

Prcp
H&I
Total

3
282

Ammunition Expendod

Type

HE

Wp

Illum

Smoke
.Total

No. Fired

4268
116

88

522

3. Air Suggort. The month of M~y was highlighted by two
periods ol rficld Opcrations which accountced for most of the

air supnort roccived by tho Battalion.

The period of 1-10

May vras the ‘firgt TFicld Operation, and rccuircd mostly

medevaes and resupplies, and a lar ¢ troop lift.

Durinn tho

action of 23-31 HMay thc Battalion, in conjunction with 2nd Dn,
9th Marincs ond units of 2nd Bn, 4th Marines and 1lst Bn, 9th
Marines OPZCOH to thc Battalion utilized many medevacs and
trooplift miseions, ~lsonumcrous A.0. and Fixed Ving migsions

wore utilizcd cxtensively.

Veather in May was good for

Air Sunort with the crception of 28 and 29 May viten low
ceilings hamnored PFixed YWing support for nart of cach day.

MedEvaoco
PAX
Resupply
Troop Lifts
V. R-’o

&0
Gunships

A, O,

Pixed Wing (CAS)
TPQ

Flaresihips
Spooky

Poy'lr

W 8

210
65
38
95

3
1

9
60
48
10

4
1l
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a. General., No unusual difficultico werc encountorod
during thc month of May.’

b. Rodio Soc Al/PRC-25. The Handset H-189 is found
to bc morc susceptable to water than was the H-138, Watcrproofing
the H-189 with #hc plastic bag from Battery BA-386 is a .
solution, ‘ » _

15, fTraining

- a. Objecctive. To maintain and improve the high™
statc of combat cfficicney of the Battalion.

b, Highlights

6 Nay - One cnlisted member attended Bagic Organic
Supply Accounting School held at Camp Brooks, Da Nang, RVI.

Ref: CG 3d MarDiv mog 2506272 Apr68

7 Moy - One enlistod member attended the 13th,
Division Personal Reosponce Zoursc held at 3d MarDiv (Admin)
CP Quang Tri, RVN.

Ref: CG 3d MerDiv mog 2508512 Apré68

11 May - Two Enlistcd mombers attended NCO Le :dership
School hecld at “amp Hansen, Okinawe. )

Ref: G 30 MorDiv meg 020045Z Apr68

13 May - Onc cnlistcd member -attended the
tom Scc/,Crypto School held at Yokoouka, Japan.

Rof: 4G 3d MorDiv mag 11435Z Apr68

““““““
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PART IV

Supporti Documents

-1, 3a MarDiv mog 021141%7 Mar66 (S) \?‘\“d
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