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PART I 

Organilat1onal Dat~ 

(10t!~ANDJ.mS 

. LtCol C. V. JARlWf 
" \ 

Subordinate Units ... 
Capt W. H. OSGCOD 
Capt D. W. DADISlJAN 
lstLt G. C. NORRIS 
lstLt T. A. EROWr·T 
lstLt G. S. FORD 
Capt G. D. DOOKEIIDOnFF 
Capt K. E. FOX 

1-31 ltny: QUA VIET Wa torway Com';lcx. RVN 

3. 

Executivo Officer 
S-l 
S-2 

8-3 
S-4 
3-5 

USN 
OFF---nNL 
2 "bn 

2 

r'raj E. J. n00HFORD JR. 
lstLt R. J. BARITES 
lstLt '7. o. DEBRULER 
GySet R. C. KUNSAITIS 
l1aj R. O. lIe CORUIOI{ 
Capt T. V. RIOHJillDSON 
lBtLt w. c. )~':,)RULER 
BSgt P. H. 11.0HR 

, .. ..-" .. " 
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(1-)1 r"ay6 

(1-31 l!ayf 
1-31 Ilfl6 
1 r.Iay6B 
2 Uay68 . 
3-31 Uay6 
1-31 r1ay6 
1-31 l7ay6 

j
l-31 t3ny6 
1-31 r.~oY6: 
1-27 !lo.y6 
28-31 lfu.y 
1-31 rte.y6. 

1
1-31 Pay6. 
1-27 1Iay61 
28-31 nay! 
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P/JtT II , 

Narrative Summ~. 

From 1-31 flay 1968 the 1st Bv.ttru.ion, 3d r:o.rirlos pa.rtlpatod 
in operation HA.1'?OLEmr/SAIJlNE wi thin tho Cua Viet !liver Areo. 
C;omplex. The Be:tto.lion's overall mission clurine thj.s poriod was 
to c10ny the enemy accoss to tho river and ensure unin.torruptec1 
tr:,~ffi.c 011 the xivor. This 'IIL--;'O accomplishod by.; cor.l.(:h.1cti!l,:~ 6Y6-
";cmatic IJom)?o.ny nnd 1)1.:. toon Sec':,rch and Dcntroy operc,tions alone 
~tihc oouth bank of the river 'ri thin the Dctta.lion AO on a recurring 
b ',sla ~(~ D:'.t'tnlicl": GOD-reh l:md Dcstl"OY operr.."l.'ciol's '~I:i. thj n the 
110' imcntial AO. Duriil'.: thL, period 3-9 ltay 1960 a B[l.ttalion' 
Soo.rcJ,l and Destroy O]1er:ltj.on WEtS conduotod t.hrOu~ Din ])0 (YD 2531. 
~:huon'-: Do (YD 247634) r.nc. ~rue Kinh (YD 339645). Due to 
the ro:,)id1y chan,:r,in:3 to.ctico.l ai tuo.tion north of the Qua Viet 
River the Battalion w~s redeployed by helicopter to an LZ in' the 
vicinity of Ued Xa Thi (YD 279664), given OPOON o~' Companyli', 
2nd Bn, 4th Harines and OompBny A, 1st Bn, 9th Uarincs, and 
oonduoted 0. Search and Destroy oporation to the north through 
Lan Xuan (YD 269700), Pho Con (YD 250708) and tho southern 
limite of Lai An (YD 247732). This operc.tion terminatod 31 Uny 19( 
and the Ba.ttalion returned to its· oporating base nt Gino Lien 
(YD 291644). 

Activity throughout tho p~riod w~s characterized by negative 
enemy oontaet on the south bank of the Cua Viet River and 
hoavy eont2.ct a~ni11.$t NVA Forces while opcro.tina to tho north 
of the rivor. Numerous caa.chcs of enomy orda.nce were located 

• and destroyed end II la.rgo quanity of enomy wenpons nnd 
cC'"uj,pmc11t Wo.s captured. 

.. .. 
. ~. ," 
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PART III 

Spquential Listi~~ of Si~nificnnt ~'vents 

1. Combat Uissions Assigned 

Basic rJission: NAPOLEON/SALINE 

n. With nosj.gned foroes, conduot aggressivo groWld surveilan.( 
Search and Destroy operations and Spoiling Attaoks in assigned arc 
of oporntions to ensure uninterrupted traffic on the CUA VIET Rive 
and to detect and interdiet NVA/VC infiltration routes. 

b. Initially conduct systematic Scarch and Destroy operntionc 
alone south bank of CUA VIET River in area of operations to deny 
enomy direct fire ca.pe.bili ty against rtver traffic. 

o. Bo prepa.red, on ordor, for rapid redeployment anyvmere 'in 
Third r.Iarincs q.rca of opera.tions. 

d. Do prepared, on order, to extend operations to the souther 
western portions of aroa. of operntions to deny enemy's co:pabili ty 
to deliver j.ndirect fire against river tra.ffic, DOHG HA, CUA·,vIET, 
and QUANG TRIo 

e. l~ainto.in reaotion forces as preocribod by ' .... 'Go Th:i.rd Divioic 
Operation Order 2-68 (Sparrow Hnwk). 

Rof: Third T.'lc.rincs OpnO 2-C8 (050801H !.'Iar66) 

2. SiBnific~t Opor~tions Con~~cted 

a.. D\.\rin:~ the :,)oriod 1-31 fla.y 1968 1st Bn, 3d rJarinos 
OXpOl'ldcd tho me.jor portion of its energies in a.{~r~ressive Search 
Ell'ld Dentroy l~issj.ons throuGh the villages locnted near tho 
southern b£l.l'Jk of the UUA VIET River to deny the enemy bb.oo camps. 

b. During tIle poriod 3-9 ?1~ 1968 the 1st Bn, 3d llarinos (-) 
executed a p3ssa~o of lines through 2nd Bn, 4th Uaril1.eS and 
continued to conduot a Ba.ttalion silO Search £Ll1d Dcstroy operAtion 
fn. 1iho Vicinity of Dai Do (YD 253628) Thuong Do (l'D 241634) and. 
Xonsoi (YD 248648). On 5 !jay 1968 1st lln, 3d !!a.rines v/ero given 
OP'}ON of Cornpat13 I and Comp~ 11, 3d 13n, 4th l!a.rines. 

c. Durin{; the period 25-31 May the let Bn, 3d l~t\l'iMS (-) 
oonducted a. two Company Sc~rch and Dostroy opcrat1(.ln in tho· 
vicin,! ty of Thnnh Hoi (YD 389645). Due to chango in the 
situation the Battalion was redeployed north of the aUA VIET 
River and :OZivo!1'OP':JON' of tlF" comphnY'. 2nd Bn, 4th U2.rin.es ru;.d 
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flAil Oom-Pnl?y 1st Bn, 9th t.1arinos. 1st Bn, 3d lt~~rinos . than 
conduoted a Search and Destroy o~eration to the north in vioinity 
of Lay Xuan (YD 269700) rho Con (YD 250708) and Lnn An (YD 247732) 
againet lc.rgc organizod NVA Forccs. 

d. Genoral patrolling was oonduoted throughout the 
roportj.nl3 poriod., 

). 9.~f.1unl tics Infl;,1etec1 On The Enomy 

421 vcr/NVA KIA 

4. Casualties Sust~ined 

44 
4 

190 
24 
9 

USMC KIA 
USN KIA 
usrVJ 'rlIA 
USlm r/IA 
usn WlA 

(fled Evao) 
(Uinor) 
(r.~ed Evac) 

5. Command. Rcla.jioM 

ADCON 

1-31 rIay 1968 - Third Ua.r1ne Division 

OPCO}l!' 

1-31 Uny 1968 - Third l1nrine RC{7,iment 

6. ~O~~istj_CS. During tho mon.th on Uay, the Battalion Rco.r 
wan re oca-t;oa wi thin -the Quang Tri Uombat Baso. The Battalion 
Logistic Sup'ort Area. (LSA) cstiJ.blishcd at (YD 296654) in Uurch 
con.tinued to function.. Thc LSA stocked three days Class I, seven 
days Ulnos III (aCosoline), and three d~o Ulnas V. Class II and IV 
i toms worp provided upon rec:ucst from the Battalion Roar .... 
Sup')lieo were transported from Quang Tri Combat B£'.se and FLSG-B 
at Donr: HE\. Combat BC'.so to t:'lC L()u Ramp at NSAO Dong HOo bby truck, 
and on the CUt;l. Viet 1,~'O,terwa.y by LC!f.!-B· S J mul ti-pu;rposc bargcl3, 
nnd fire team nssun1t crafts. Rosupply was effected from tho 
LSA by LVTP-5's and OTTERS. Duril15 the periods 3-7 nay ::tnd 
25-31 nay'operational commj.tments north of tho Qua. Viet Wrl.tcrw~ 
necessitated effee~inc, resupply for pe~t of thc Battalion by 
helicopters. Duril1c~ thosc ;~eriods 0.11 resupplies wore llrovided 
diroctly from the Battalion Re~r for those units north of the 
Cua Vict ~f::ttcrway while t!lOSC units south of the Cuo. Viet 
Waterwo.y cohtil1ucd to receive their supplies from ,the LS1I. 
as ou.tlinod o.bovc. . 

~ , . 
7.' SU'plly.· Dut-illa the month 
Of thOEle, 119 were filled. 

of Urw 202 recuisi tiona vloro aubmi ttc 

5 1·~~~~ijffi/UJ~ur~ 
(1) 
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e. r,~o:t6r. Trl£?E.E.9..!!. The deadline rate fer 1Ia.y wns 17". 
On 2! 11:-.y tVlcntyuMT51Alt S Vlere received, ~.nd four H151Al' e 
were operational by the an.d of the month. All M422'0 were 
rot-,inod nn<:1 continued in operation. 

9. Admi11iatration 
I 

n.. The usual' e.dministrativo 'problems wore oncountered during 
this time, 'hoV'/evcr, overc..ll ac1miniS'tratiotl wa~ considored to be 
sllti£lfo.otory. 

(1) Awnrdo Recommended • 
1 "Navy Cross 
5 Bronze Star Medals 

258 Purple Hco.rt Ucc1als 
2 Nrwy Commendation P.!odals 
2 Nnvy Achievement lIetlals 

23 Victnnmcsc Cross of Galla.ntry Ucdo.ls 

(2) Awards Presented 

1 Silver Sta.r r.1odal 
1 Bronze Star Ilodal 

(3) Promotions Effected 

1 Gunnery Sor:':co.nt 
1 Staff Sergonnt 

72 fJorporalo 
105 L~mce,;orpornlf3 

22 PrivnteD Firat JlnsG 

.. 

b. Poctnl. Mni1 sorviee was oonsidered to be oatiefactory, 
hom:.:ver, maii continued to 'bo reoc;;ivcd sJ?or~ioal1y. 

10. Personnel 

a. Administr:::.tive Gains 

2 O:Cficcrs 
152 Enlistod 

b. Adminietratlvo LOOOCD 

2 Officcro 
169 Enlisted 

" 

-''i 
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11. Intc1l~cnCO. Durine the month of '.!c.y 'two heavy cont.:-.cts 
VIi th NVX wli 0 toolt plo.oe north of tho ~m.::" 1Jn~T wa.torway. The 
firct occurred from 3-9 May in tho vicinity of Da1Do (YD 254649) 
o.nd Som Soi (YD 248648). Heavily fortified positions consiotillB 
of bunkers, trench lines, and spider holes strengthened by 
conoertina wire end claymore minea wcre defended tonrlciously. 
lunone 189 v/ca'~ons cn:pturod VTere (2) 82mm rocoil1oos field guns. 
(4) 82mrn mortr~s, (2J6Omm mortcro, and (2) hc~vy maohine b~S, 
as wcll (to 27 individual wca.pons in ono caohe. Our uni to . 
inflioted 338 KIA:' S o.nd :c.""pturcd ~ pr/' s. . 

There V'tere t'lree individual sisnific nt incidents. First, 
on 21 J.~ay 2 NVA tro.nsportation soldiors wore captured nfter 
Bwinmling south acrose the Cun Viet waterway vioinity (YD 258615). 
Second, one of our units in conjunction with the Rivor.Assualt 
Group Boato seized 10 individual woapons from 2 snnpnns on the 
quo.. Vi.et rlatcrwo.y vicinity (YD 263626). Finally, 2 detainees 
wcro tukon Oll 25 17ny vioini ty Thau Hoi (YD 385645) a.nd sent to 
regiment. 

The secon.d he':'..~ cont~:'..ct took place from 27-31 U~ in the 
vioini ty (YD 249712). On 27 l!ny tho Bo.ttalion (Roln) movod th!"ougt. 
2/9'0 positions, receiving heavy mortar, roooillesc field gun 
and omall arms fire from the heavily fortified anemy bunkero~ 
trenches, ~lld sJ?idor holes in addition to nrtill.cry rounc:ls from 
North Victl1.DJn. After intensive air, arti1lory, rmd mortC'.r 
prc.pllrlltion on 29 ~1o.y the Bo.tto.lion (Rein) seizod moet of tho onot'ly 
pociti.onc. Early on 3011uy thlD root were occupied; 78 mll1. IClli.'s 
confirmod; 6 PV1' s ca.ptured; 3 iJhiCom rooios, a Chi 80m phone -
with a l~ line leading north~ and a U.S. Army radio nnd 
30 V'Tcapono taken. Tho Bettto..lion(Rcill) VIll:J direoted to push for\.,ard 
to Lai An (YD 247723) before turnillg south, M.d 2/9 wa.s given the: 
miDcioll of l"olioi~ and oollectj.ng enomy equipment and gotti~ 
enemy body count~. 

Durin.~: the month 1 ARVN 110.ison Officer, 5 interpretcro, 
and 8 Kit GarDon Seouto carved the Battalion effcct~vely •. 

12. Fire Sup ' ort. From 1-31 !lay 1968 tho foliowj.ng units 
fired in ouppert of the lot Battalion, 3d 1!t".r1noo: 

UlTIT --
Btry I, 3d Bn, 12th l!arine3 YD 302558) 
Btry A, let of tho 40th (U.S. Army) YD 3l3'44! 
Btry ."), lot Bn, 11th rto.rinoe YD 347694 
5th ~55 Gun Btry YD 323494 
Btry at 1 t of the 40th (U.S. Army) YD 215673 
3d Plt (Rein) lot Armored Amphio, 11th Mt\rinefl YD 344699 

7 
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llisoions Fired • 

Obsorved 22 
!To.viaatioll 2 
RcgiEltro.tion 10 
Prep 3 
H&I 282 
Total m 

lunmuni ti.~n E,c:eE:)~ 

~ :Uo. Fired 

HE 4268 
'lIP 116 
Illu~ 50 
Smokc 88 

,Total ~ 
3. Ai.!" SUPjort. The month of M~y wnS highlighted by two 
pcriodo,lor 7 je!d Opcrntions which a.ccounted for most of the 
o,j.r 9upnort roceivod by tho Battalion. Tho poriod of 1-10 
Uay '.,o.s tho :first Field Opor['l.tion, ~nd rcC',uirod mootly 
mcdcvcco nnd rocupplios, and a lnr 0 troop lift. Durina tho 
netion of 23-31 t110.y the Battalion, in conjunction ,:,1 th 2nd En, 
9th liarinca ('1,ncl uni to of 2nd Bn, 4th Marin.es nnc1 1at Bn, 9th 
llarines OF'JOn to the B::;.ttalion utilizod mo.D3 mcdovo.cs o.nd 
trooplift missions, ::-:.!oonumcrous .1.\.0. Md FiJt:od '~!ing tnissiono 
wore utilized extensively. \7enthcr in May was Good for 
Air' Su'!);'!or't Vii th the o:":ooption of 28 and 29 Uay \'i:ron low 
ceilings ,htllt'll')crcd Fixed ~:ling sup~ort for ,art of 0::011 day_ 

UoclEv",'..c0 
l'AX 
Resupply 
Troop Lifto 
V. R.. 
') & C; 
Gunships 
A. o. 
Fixed Wing 
TPQ 
Flo..rcoJ'l.ips 
Spooky 
P syl.1;'-I' 

(O.\S) 

S 
8' , 

210 
65 
38 
95 

3 
1 
9 

60 
4g 
~O 

I, 
1 
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n. General. No unusual difficultios Vlore encountered 
durin,:3 the -montE of l~!"'..y. ' 

b. Ro.d.io Sec AITjpnC-25. The, Ha.ndset !-I-18g is found 

, 
" 

to be more susoepta.blo to water than wno the H-138. Watorproofine. 
the H-18g with ~he plastio bag from Battery BA-386 io a . 
solution. . ' 

15. Trnining 

u. Objoctive. To maintain and improvo tho hiah~ 
state of eombr.t efficiency of the Bat'talion, 

b. Highlic;hto 

6 nay - One enlisted mcmb(;r attended Baaio Organic 
Supply .. \coounting School held at Oamp Brooks, De. Nang, RYl'f. 

no:£': CG 3d MarDivmo~ 250627Z Apr68 

7 f:!n.y - One enlisted member attended tho 13th, 
Divisiol'1 Porcollal Reopon.ao Course held nt 3d t!nrDiv (Admin) 
C,rP Quo.D8 Tri, RVN. 

Ref: eG 3d l1v.rDiv mc{~ 250851Z Apr68 

11 Uay - TV10 Enliotec1 members attonded NCO Lo '.clcrohip 
Schoel hold at 'Jc.mp HanGen. OkinnVla. 

Rcf:JG 3d MD.rDiv mag 020045Z llpr68 

13 nay - One enlisted member ,attended tho 
'jom 3ce/'Gl"1Jpto Schoel !wld at Yokoouko., Japa.n. 

Ref: ,~;G 3d UC'.rDiv mag 1-:.1435Z Apr68 

9 
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