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Refs (x)- CT¢ 79.4 Command Chronclogy for the period 1 November 1967
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Enol: (1) BLT 1/3 Combat After Action Report zoPemtion GRANITE) 2éqcé. v ., ..,
2) BLT 1/3 Combat After Action Report (Operation KENTUCKY, FPhase e
I and III). /ot Avsui -
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} Reatiolion Landing Team 1/3
“L:‘i-JﬁfIl,i’_f‘.‘f;UR}i' (1) oth Yarine Amphibious Brigade 3/PDF/3ch
- FPO, San Franecisco 96602 5050
6 Novembe 1067

From: Corranding flilcer
Tos Commanding Officer, Headquarters,4th Marines, ,r Jdarine Division{ ein),

Subj: Combat After Aetlon Report (Operation GRANITE)
Ref: (a) 4th Marines OPORD 100-67
(b) 4th Marines Frag Order #1 for Operation GRANITE
2c; BLT 1/3 Frag Order #1 for Operation GRANITE
d) Maps: Vietnam 1;50,000, Series L701. Shects 64/1I and 6442 IT
1. Code Name., GRANITE, Search and Destroy Operation

2. Dategs end Location of Operation. 26 October 1967 through 4 November 1967,
Tinh Thua Thien Province RVN.

. Commond Feadimarters. licadquarters, Ath Marines, ¥rd Marine Division(Rein),

Yowres
FRRN
R

W

SUROADINATE UNITS

- RS

V& Company Captain MACK
Compeny A ~ Captain LARINMORE
Compeny B " otn, 3aMar S & C No._00 68 ¢7_ | Captain LAWDS
Company C | Copy N°'————L————°f——é-§-——‘wpi Captain 0SGOOD
Compeny D Captain RICHARDSON

L. Tggk Orgenization

BIT 1/3 (=) LtCol THOMAS
Co (=) (Rei Captain MACK
H&S Co (--)
Dot Btry !, 1lst Bn, 12th Marines (InTm) 1t JOHNSON

1st Clearing ilet (Rein) Co B

3d Med Bn . Lt KANTER (USN)

ENCLOSURE (1 )
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Det 15tk Dented Co

Lut 119t (=) Co B 3d Deecon I'n

Co " (e ;’1_)_

Co A
FG T Dtey f, Lst U 1oth lor
Det 24 Tlzt (Rein) Co A, 3d Engr Bn
Det 21 ¥lat (Zein) Co B, 3d OF Bn (M5T)
. H&S Co
;1. Intel Sect
bet Yod Flat
Det Corm 1leot
Co ¥ (llein
CoB
G T Btry 7, lst Bn 12th Yer
Det 24 Plat (Rein) Co A, 3d Fngr Bn
Det 24 Flat (Rein) Co B, 3d SF Bn (HoY)
Det H&S Co
}‘}(;{; el oot
et Ted Tlnt
Det Comrr Flab
Co.G (Rein)
Co C
FC Tm Dtry A, 1stBn 12th Mar

Det 24 1lat (Rein) Co [, 3d Engr Bn
Det 24 Flat (Rein) Co B, 3d SP Bn (H3T)

Det H&S Co

Det Tntel Deet

vet Yed 1lat

DECLASSIFIED

Tt MG (USN)

1t ANTLE

v

Copt LIS

Capt 05GOCD
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A e N
(W@ DEELASSIFIED oo
o Det Comn llab
Co D_(Nein) Capt RICEARDSON
Co U
FO Tm Btry A, 1lstBn 12th ler
Det 21 Flst (Rein) Co A, 34 Fngr Bn
Det 24 T1lat (Rein) Co B, 3d G Bn (HST)
Det H*Y Co
Det Intel leet
Det Yed Ilat
Det Co Ylat
2d Flat (~) (Rein) Co A, 34 Ingr Bn 1t GARDNER
2 Tlat, Co &, 34 Ingr Bn
Det H&S Co, 3d lLngr Bn
Dot Ener Supt Co, 3d Engr Bn
24 71st () (Rein) Co B, 3d Sk Pn It WYMER
23 Vst Ceo B, 34 5F Bn
et H&3 Co, 3d 31 Bn
Jik Flat (Rein) Co A, 5th fmtrsc Dn It KAUFMAN
4th Tlat Co A, 5th Amtrac BEn
Det H&S Co, 5th Amtrac Bn
23 i3t (Redn) Co C, 24 Tend: Tn Lt BUCKiLY
38 11t Co €, 3d Tenk Pn N
Dot Dl Coy 26 Tenk Bn ':"‘,:‘
Lot ilet (=) Co ¥, 2d Pecon ln It AL |
5. Turporbine Forgos
a. frtillery TNCLLS ST}

(1) The Bettalion wrs furniched dirveet suprort artillery by Biry A, 1lstEn
12th Verines loceted at coordinates 493293,
N . @
3 U
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1st Prov 155 Battery Detackment. Additional general support rein=-
forcing firec were availeble from H=3-12 and the 2nd Prov 155
Battery Detnchnient,

(3) fmmunition lupenditures
4600 HE
280 WP
390 Illum
1 Smoke
(4) Missions Fired

QObgerved g2
Unobsgerved 74
P&l 400

(5) The 8lmm Morter Platoon elso provided the battelion with fire
support, shooting on-call missions and close~in H & I's.

Air Support

(1) During the operation, fifty-nine sorties of fixed wing were utilized
with a BDA being generelly unobtainable due to the dense vegetation
and high canopy. Ul-1BE's were used on four fire suppression
sortie:,

(2) Bight emergoic, ov 1 ority medevac missions extracted twelve
medevacs, Routine medev:ics were evacueted on the resupply heli-
copters, The time element for medevac missions was lengthened due
to the fact there were few landing zones in the area and the
medevacs had to be carried to a suitable landing zone,

Intelligence.

a,

Migsion, BLT 1/3 (~) on D=1 provide one reinforeed c

Throughout the operetion the enemy continuously herassed BLT 1/3 (=) by
steying within a few hundred meters from the front lines, Night probes
were made with a consistency not normelly experienced with the VC/NVA.
The contact made by Company B on 29 October 1967 was believed to be the
outer perimeter defense of a much larger force, The enemy was well
dug-in in fighting holes cnd bunkers. Weapons used in this perimeter
defense vere entirely eut... lie wespons.

oot as a regimental

reserve, At L-Hour, D=Day conducl  a helicoptervorne rsiadt to seize & 4
secure Landing Zone Buzrard (VIG Yo 465217), Upon reorsanjuation conduct

search end destroy operaticns toward objective B (VIC ¥D [8521+Y, On ord..
conduct! search and de: oy operations toward cbjective N, - te Biry A,

,  EECasspry
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TSt oa 1eth bax ai forwead o1y positicn TR0 Ve 0) 08 ¥“‘“””"mﬂ#t
seens i_rft to b provided by Lot Bn. 4l Maiaon, o
Cowpany O f“ei'x\» Tet Bo, 23 M. came e Loneoau)
Q@ pipated (on 30 winute aleztl fer eupivsyunent 1n ellheg
bottalion zong Ji sctigre

Au“-‘

pentul ves gvlu
l‘uliw L v 0

.,
- \...,d

& ‘hxﬂtﬂtl3!q At 261i5% uompanv £ commenced elivoxre pasaulc fate LZ D)
&vLC 4702371) und secured the 1 oadine sogo.  The (60 o0omels bed S 07
Fallnrd for toe night atd at frrst Jight -the next morning cont nued the

sltack and secured baltalion objeciive

L at 13w cn 27 Uowber 1967, .-

compunies conducted

search and destroy operailon:

L

the vicinity of

battalion objective 1 nt 280730=H,

Company A sne Compsny B cormenced

e

“ttack to seize repincenial objective B with Corpuny C, Company D and Lhi
e nnd hxoup follovi :. im trace. BLT 1/3 {~) conaucted swarch and destroy
aperstlons in and avound ebirotive B axd en the 29th started search ard rdes-
tr. uperations toward obaeculme ¥ LG T AUHELS e On 3 o Neve ner 1007
BLy, 1/ 3 i=) gtacted withdrawing fream the ot iecuive a.ea,
accoltplished by keeping 2 units on the high
moved through the valleyse ‘the operation enced with a t-ctical march frem
the fuotnills to a devignated pickup pointe

te Chronolopical

sequenc. oi pvenlr

260730H Opexutior. GR -»I1% commenced ; » ELT 1/7
2711150 Companies A socured objeciive 1 oat covrdinabes
47624% 1 U ' WIk sustainen.
280945H Co & yiatoor recisvad autone. & wel ) oo
463:2:¢ Y¥lutoon Jired 60mm i iyl mission with negative
resuihoo L udMG KIi 2 Wik, 4 WIA(NR) were -istaineds
2014050 Companies 4 % B seo uwt objecuive Do
SOGI0H A patrol Do Co v jotied 4 V0 with veapons meving towurds
their pos:ticn & cooxde 4657 7Lls & 60mu Mortar ilission
vas fixeo re-ulting i 1 VO kIA provable
290930H Co B spotted 4 NVA with weapons at ¢.ords 48121C.
aulonatic wewpons and small sons &t KVa
1 Ak-4T and 2 chicow grenndes
2911%CH Co B suffered 2 USHC WIA when an aix
position at coord. A4B1217.
2914508 A patrol from o i recieved 50 to 60 r o
fire at ﬂourd. éﬂ;(l;, the patrol return- ire
an Artillery i
and 1 WL (\L,o
291630H & platcon fruv o L maze contuct with 10 VC at ccord,
410229  Exeboagod small arms firce and Fixed 60mm Hortar
Missions & Wd'C wIA were sustaineds
291815n an ¥ fiow .. 1 spotted 4 VC av coorde. 4702:% Called
60mn ortur lis.ivn. 1 USMC Wli resulted from 4 short
€0mm Kol tar rounde
300730H Co B nhad 2 UulC WIA from friecdly v i Lewy
cuordipaten A7Y21%

Tixe «L coordinates

Fired
1 nla cusifirwed,
VEX e Caplurean,

etri.. it their

and called
sion with nepative repulte, 1 USMC WIA

rcuwnd at

u:mss;mn}'
U5

DECLASSIFIED

The wityrd sual wag
crcund while the remos:niuyg units

sulowetic weapon:



| esrs

e e 3RS

5011306

1YL

301701

2109501
Z)1%00KH

21152CH

M348

31005
0LCE )R
OL11COH
Q331 0N
011408k

011 YACH
01 % 240H
020800H

OELELEY

DECLASSIFIED

DEGLASSIFIED LT e
Co O yasel t:mf.?. Tight cnomy woba F_VL mﬂ Saooming .

I

grenaie, Lnl“Led for 11111:*1*1%, e hobliing comdd
be sasn, Mo cesualiies,

‘-3"L1 3 feem Co b oepettad 4 00
Cara 'mt: ot nv‘l'l a1 - ]
1 l'\IMpMi*able), and 1 UL A0 was gusit aine(!
chicom 7,47 earbine ves eaptuied.
A Co¢ B patrol received hesvy autemstic wespens fire at
ceordinates 482218, The patrol celled zn sriiliery
mizsien reswdting in 2 Eli(probsble}, no friendly
casualtier,
Friendly alrereft uas mokirg slrsfing ri on 2 suspected
enery position at coordinstes 482270 vhen = shell snniss:
fe11l on e man from Co B resulting in 1 useC WEIA(NE),

roaelvid “wc.mt‘t‘m werpong five at aoordinstes

scrdinates /87277,
in 1 7% (eonfirmed),
ne

ur,

AJM il M,,‘ulfing ir Uﬁ“)f‘i AN

Co D patrel received autometie weal cng Pire from coord= e
inates 474237, TFired 8lmm Mortar Fizcien resvlting in o
5 RIo(probeble) 2 Gubl #1s (NID, o
Co D petrol received smell arms fire end incoming é0mm o

Vortear Missicn et coordinates 47(23%, Returned smell arms
fire and callnd alr end avtillery, 1 UM VIA was
sastalined,

GCo B lesd oY vonts mads

niet with i WL petrol,  n ot
re of g prmg resitod S ow*wmnr“\; angG 7
T mupiured, § SOl VI wore o ~ta ner o Coordnates

crarge of guall erms rr'm‘
3
% .m/.,L j s Uﬁwl\i
Go D Li* observed 2 V(‘.”th‘nu.; aoom sberlipght scope. Fired
moekine gun fire, 3 i. ‘(.;.aw_pb:.hh:f\"@ Toordirates 4752:°0, :
Co I ztarted moving to join Co D, Co €, and the command
group at coordinates 475227,
Co 4 gtarte] moving to join Co I, Lo &, Co B and command
Erouy .
Co C and Co V commenced atisek to srevre regimentsl
cbjuctive o,
Recon elements located at 8426 spotled a 4 man NV2 patrel
moving Norih en trail at 4/922%, Recon opened fire with
all arme and confiymed 1 NVL Bi% amd o7simed 1 prohable

Co O ceoured regimentel objzclive I,
Go 4 Joined Co C on regimental o5 jective U,
4 e

s Co B and command greup stavted movement out of object=
we mum,

Co B »t 426242 vescivsd 8 rAmds 57 "0 Vortee Trgm 1927230,
Couriter Morlar fire wos retiuaed witli amia. BPES au. OlEM
Mortar, 1 U3MC WIA (NE) was sustained.
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030810H

031 200H

0313204

0315200

040817H
041530H

0417358
9. Results
a. Enemy Logses

®

DECLASSIFIED
’ . P ’» .

“rol from Vo B at 479239 was hit by automatic weapons
Sire, Small suns fire wag retumand ~od @top Mortars and
artillery were called wit! negative results.

Co A, Co B, and command group vuhv.uucu wovement out of
objective area with Co C on high ground to left at
coordinates 482241 and 470243, and Co D on high ground to
the righl at coordinate 48624/, :

Recon at 486241 while screening the resr of the BLT was
hit with automatic weapons fire, Fire was returned with
artillery and amall arms results unknown, The recon
unit sustained 1 USMC KIA,

Co D spotted 30~40 NVA in the open VIC 486240, A
coordinated artillery, 60Omm Mortar end eutomatic weepons

 mission was fired which resulted in 10 NVA KTIA confirmed

and 15 probables were c¢laimed,

Continued movement ocut of the objective area,

Leoad elements reached entrucking point(coordinate 503286)
and commenced shuttle movement to Camp Evans,

A1l units in Camp Evans end Operation GRANITE gecured,

17 KIA confirmed

28 KI% provable

b, Hea a

5 AK=47 rifles

od

¢, Equipment Captured
12 Chicom grenades

2 NVA packs

8 rounds 8lmm Morter ammmnition

1 Cartridge belt

1 Pair binoculars

12 AX-47 Banena clips

1 Green web NVA NCO's belt

DECLASSIFIED
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eather officers belt with bayonet and scabba{'dm . b
Miscellaneous documents and medical supplies. -

d. Friendly losses
3 KIA

2, WIA

e, Friendly Equipment lost or Destroyeq
None e

10, Admindstratlve Matterg

a. Postal. Mail was delivered to the BLT rear aboerd ship and at
Phu Bai; sorted and delivered to the field regularly,

b. logigticg. Unit resupply of all classes of supply was effedted by
helicopter from the 4th Marines LSA at Camp Bvans, No difficulties
were encountered other than limited helicopter availability which
upon several occasions resulted in the problem of Logisticel Support
being a major conesideration in tectical planning,

¢. Treatment of C tie d Ev tion, Casualties were evaecuated
to the USS Okinawa, and to Camp Evans 4th Marines dispensery and to
"A" Med et Fhu Bal, Terrain, vegetetion and weether posed difficul=-
ties on medevacs; primarily in locating and clearing satisfactory
Landing Zones,

d. Commnicetions, Redio relay teams were estoblished om Hill #674 to
provide good commmnications with no difficulties encountered.

11. Commapder's Anelygls

During the initial heliborne asseult there was an unacceptable amount of
confusion in the pickup zone and the landing zone, The confusion was
caused by the fact that the pickup zone control officer did not know where
the helicopters were going to land and he did not know how many troops each
flight of helicopters would tzke. The landing zone was long and the build
up in the landing zone was too fast. The large number of troops scattered
over a large long aree (approx. 800meters) ceaused the loss of tectical
integrity, This is unaccepteble during an assault landing, The problems
vere cawsed primarily by the large number of helicopters, 4 UH=-10's,

30 UH-34's, 4 CH 53's and the variance of troop loesds.

It is recommended that in future mass heliborne assaults, less helicopters
be used and thet the heliteam be standardigzed to five men,

‘ m coordination between artillery and helicopters was unsatis-
ory, The problem was that helicopters continuously flew across the
trajectory of the artillery rounds causing a check fire, It is

8 e
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rocommended that helicopter approach and retirement lanes be established
for each operation and that helicopters be required to strictly follow
these established lanes.

No significent problems due to the nature of the terrain were encountered

that were not anticipated.
g/ AMM

AI‘I‘
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HEADQUARTERS
Task Group 79.4
FPO, San Francisco, California 96602

Sers 363A67
29 December 1967

UNCLASS IFIED

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding General, Ninth Marine Amphibious Brigade

Subj: BLT 1/3 Command Chronology for period 16-27 November 1367 N
M
Ref: Your 270756%Z Dec67 ~
1. Contimuous operational commitments and the battle loss of the BLT
Operations Officer have precluded the submission of the subject Command N "
Chronology . ‘ Cy -
2, In accordance with the reference, Task Group 79.4 Command Chronology
is submitted without that of BLT 1/3. BIT 1/3 Command Chronology will be
forwarded upon receipt.’
OHN A. CONWAY \
.
; ‘
1
A
WeksevRy
ORI |
L
5

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SZ“éyff

: o, T . : 00
u\mmqmr ——_— 76‘/ Tele, S

HEADQUARTERS
Battalion Larding Team 1/3
9th Marine Amphibious Brigede
FPO, San Francisce 90602

3/PED/GGL
5050
1% NOVEMBER 1967

From:¢ Commanding Officer
Tot Commanding General, 3rd Marine Division

Vias Commanding Officer; 9th Marines
Subj¢ Combat Uperstions After Action Report

rRefs (a) 9th Marine Regiment Frag Q #2 for vperation KENTUCKY
{b) 9th Marine Regiment Frag O #3 for Operation KENTUCKY
(¢) MApS: VIETNAM 1¢ 50,000, Series L7014 Sheets 6342 I and 6442 iV

‘L) Overlay to Operation KENTUCKY |
1. Code Name, Operation KEN{UCKY, Phase II and Phase III. 4

2. Dates and Location of Operation. 6 NOVEMBER 1967 through 16 NOVEMBER
1967, QUANG TRI PROVINCE RVN,

5 UOMMAND HLADQUARTERbo HEADQUARTERS, 9th MARINES, 3rd MARINE DIVISION -
(HEIN), FMF, o

4e Task Grganization.

BLT 1/3 LtCol THOMAS
Hes Co (=) Rein Capt LARIMCRE f’
Hes Co (= ‘.
Det Biry 4, lst Bn 12th Mar (In Tm) Lt JOHNSON |
8lmm Mortar Plat Lt PARKER
lst Clearing Plat (Rein) CoB 3rd Med Bn Lt KANTER (USN%
Det 15th Dental Co Lt OLIVER (USN
lst Plat (=) CoB 3rd Recon bn Lt ANILE
Co A (Rein) Capt HANCOCK
Co A

FO Tm Btry A lst Bn 12th Mar
Det 2nd Plat Co B 3rd S¥Bn (HST)
Det 2nd Plat Co A 3xd Engr Bn
Det HiS Co

: . - &
Det Intel Sect TatBo, adMar 2 & O _ooy7Zec 4L

Det Comm Plat N Copies
Det Med FPlat Copy No-____—l———"e*_"—éS:’_——
Det TACP

ENCLOOURE (1.}

- . (eSS
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Co B {Rein)
“Ce B

FO Tm Btry A lst Bn 12th Mar
Det 2nd Flat Co B 3rd SPBn (HST)
Det 2nd ¥lat Co A 3rd Engr Bn
Det H&S Ce

Det Intel Sect

Det Cemm Plat

Dat Med Plat

Det TACP

Ce € (Rein)

Ce C
FO Tm Btry A 1lst Bn 12th Mar
Det 2nd Plat Ce B 3rd SPBn (uoT)
Det 2nd Plat Co A 3rd Engr Bn
Det B&S Ce

Det Intel Sect

Det Comm Flat

Dst Med Plat

Det TACP

Ce D (Bein)

Ce D
FO Tm Btry A 1st Bn 12th Mar
Det 2nd Flat Ce B 3rd &PBn (H5T)
Det 2nd ¥Ylat Co A 3rd Engr Bn
Det BxS Qs

Det Intel Sect

Det Comm rlat

Det Med Ylat

Det TACP

2rd Plat (=) {(Bein) Co B %rd Sr BN

’md ¥lat Gc-B 3rd & Bn
Pet o%s Cop 3rd & Bn

2nd ylab 1o) (Reinj
2t vlat Co A 3xd Engr Bn
vet H&S (e 3rd mBngr bBn
et Engr Supt Co, 3rd Engr Bn

Btrv A l=}iRedm) lst Bn 12th Marines

Lat ¥leb t=}ivetn) o B 38 MY m

| oommlimy 2

TR b
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Capt -SCHEIB .
Capt OSGOCD

Capt RICHARDSON ‘

Lt wYMER

L% GARDNER

Capt KENYUN
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blind er the éact side of the pesitiens, and
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Supperting Forces. ‘

e

se Artillery. Both direct and general suppert avtillery fires were et
available to the BLT during Operatien KENTUCKY, phase II and I1L,
Btry Ao let Bn 12th Marines located at 137642 provided direct suppert
fires for the Bui, Additional direct support fires were delivered
by W Btry 3rd Bn 12th Marines located at Con Thien, when A/1/12 ran
low on fuses. General suppext reinforcing fireg were not used.

Ammunition Expendituxre

126 rds HE
8 rds WP
3 rds 1llum

Migsions Fired

6 Observed
0 Unobgerved
All H&1's were fired by regiment

be 8)un Mortars. The vimm Mortar Platoen previded additiena. direct
support fires for the BLl and accomplished the foliowings

26 rds HB
1l rd W
1l rd illum

“isgions Fired

4 obgerved
0 unobserved
0 Hel's

to Alr Supports During the operation two commend and centrel flights
were utilized to gain tacticai information concerning troop move=
ment ana dispositien; and to study the terrain in the operating
alede

0a 10 and 11 November an A0 was one staivion during the dayliight

hours, and was used to check specific coordinatess provide a general
reconnaissance of the operating area,; and to control fixed wing.
Four sorties of fixed wing and two UH=-1E Gun Ships were used in
direct support of the BuTo Additionally, numerous fiights of fixed
wing im direct support ef ether units were ceordinated threvgh BLT
one slant three AoL.O.

TNIDLLIGENCE, The enemy wus well dug iri, .R bunkers in the ebjective greas.
During the encounter at 110900H on evjective By the enemy let mest of the
glements of one Company pass through their positiens, and then opensd £ire
o0 the C

empany Commander and his twe radie operaters. It is considered most
at the cnemy was surprised, as the Cempany swept through frem the

3
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Ccu L soot dikely Lot b destroy bifore he himueld was destreyea or captlured l
“her bunkers sre well congtructed of logs and ity ond would accomniods L& .

oin ¢ vo mene  The fisldés of Lire were mutuslly supporting, but
oroneation wes genexally resvricted to the lrent of ihe pouitriosnsy tuvas su. .

In the encounter at 111500H near obJective D, thu bunkere were similariy
Caustructed, but the enemy was not supriseds Howover thoe enenmy did fail te
Cu Lite on tae assaulting troops soon enoughy and wes trapped anc killed
Lerore inflictling many casualties,

une weutided POW was cuptured in the second encounter, anc in pre-

.iwinary intsrrogation revealed informetion cencerning his mission, unit losatio.
i futuce intentions, He claimed to be a squad leadrr i: an infantry battslion
which nad beer operating in the ares for about one month.

Assorted decuments and propaganda leaflets were captuwrea and furwarded to
seplments Included among tie documents was a list of squad members aad unit
{1entitications 'The propaganda leaflets vere the samep all containing a
siutement by Beriruna Lussell ackine U.se treops not wo fight in Viet Nam.

e leaflets vere published by the National Idberation Frout,

e eneny employed sporadic s2mi ani 60mm mortar fire against the
sivancing columns of t.e BLY on 11 November 1367,

All the KVA KIA's were by boay count and we:e contirmed kills.

!+ Mission, From 6 through 9 November 67, and from 12 to lt kovember &7, BLJ

1/3 ud tne miscion of Division Reserves On 1U bovesber o7 BLT l/} Wi g

directed t move to un atteck pouition vicinity Yo 173707 just snort of tue

tincie At lielivwr on ueusy attack to tae noxrth acrons ine trace to seize

objective ¥, LFollowins selzure of ubJective B, attick wesl and seéize

ohjectives b ane lo Following seizure of ovjective by on ordexry withdrae: ‘
v south®88Y  and occur s assonbly <rew vieinity 123604,

o sxecutiorns  BLT 1/% occupicd defenaive positions i the vicilaliy of C-)

from 6 throush 6 bovenber &7 as Division Reserve., On 10 and 1l November

¢y ihe BLY woved wilh two up and two back to the atiack position, and

utilize® the same formation during the assualt on objectives B,D and E,

Tire Blws urilar plutuon provided direct support {ires from a static position
<4 Yaoalo Station newx Con Thien, The withdrawal from the assigned assembly
.+ a at =3 to Dong He wes by tactical motor march, BLT 1/3 remained Division
aserve while at Dong Ha until 0900 16 November 67, The BLT was on 30 minute
sotice fo. poseible commiti~nt from 121900H until 160900H November 1967.

-, CUhronologicul vequerce of lvents

(u11%0H  BLY choyped Op Con from 4ti Meris.s to Jtn iurines

JL190%H Units of BLY 1/3 have zirived at vam Lo

wi18%0H  Company C heerd movemeat in froni ol their lines v coord
125620, ‘“hey fired 2 xovnds of .« all axme [ize w.d thiew
2 hepo grenades with negative Feaults. .

‘-)L\_\A‘B ‘ALE’ - e
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061900H
062100E

073.900H
071945H

0619008
091020H

091 9Q0H
092210H
092245H
1007 458
1018058

101900H
1106830H

1109 30H
111030H

111120H

111500H

111545H

111600H
111715H
111900H

417 mpit nositions are the same, ceord. 136620,

A Company C listening pest reported 1 mertar round

of an urknown size landing 200 meters west of cooxd, 136620, -
All unit positions are the same, ceord., 136620,

Company 4 ambush patrol observed 2 VC meving nerth from coord.
133618, The patrol opened fire with small arms and threw 1
M-26 grenadeo After receiving 1l incoming grenade; the patrel
saw 1 VC being dragged ~uiy. They opened fire again and later
gwept the area with negetive results, 1 VC KIA prebable was
credited. .

All unit pesitions are the same, ceerd. 136620,

Company A patrel received 1 incoming chicem grensde from

a VO at ccord. 125624e The patrol returned fire with M-16's
and 2 M=79 rounds and cwept the area with negetive results.
All unit positions are the same, coerd. 136620
Company B had movement on their left flaﬁRTEEﬂgoozdo 140619,

They threw gicnades and fired several rounds of M-16 with

negative results.

A message was received from the 9th Marines concerning the

zmove to coord. 133702 stsrting at 0600 the 10th of Nevember.

BLT 1/3 is on the move to reach the attack position at coord,

133702,

Company A sustained 1 Marine WIA at coordo 133694 from a short

artillery round,

A1l unit positions are the same, coord. 140692,

Cempany D while attacking regimental objective B was taken

under fize at point blark range by automatic and semiautematic

small arms fire., The NVi were in well concealed bunkers and

numbered appreximately & nlatoon. Elements of Company D returned

fire and asccounted for ik conf, They also captured 6 indivdual

weaponss 26-60mm mor*ar rounds, 2 chicem grenades, 1 AP mine,

numerous = items ef equipment and asserted dectments, Cempany D

sustained 1 KIa and 15 WIA.

Objective B secured by Company D.

Company A discovered a NVA manufactured mine at coerd. 125714e

The mine was disarmed and sent to 5-2. ,

Company A located a bunker at coord. 124714, UP$N sea¥ching

it 15 62mm mortar rounds, 2 RPG containers, and 25 “00" shotgun

shells were founde Everything was blown in placeo

Company B searched a tunnel cemplex at ccvord, 122712 with negative

results, The tunnel was destroyed by C-=4o

Company D while attacking through ebjective D made contact with

an estimeted squad of KVA well dug in. They physically assaulted

the NVA positions and kiiled 6 and captured 1 PWo They alse

ciptured 3 rifles; 1 1i-hi zachinegun, 4 chicom grensdes, numeTrous o
items of equipment dnd asserted documents, Cempany D suffered Fgg
-1 Marine KIA.and 1 WIA. T2
Objective D secured by company D. ' B
Objective E secured by company Do .

All unit positions are ihe samep; coorde 123686, B
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BLT 1/3 received message from 9th Marines concerning a truck

i . o .
; T
w&;

1213458
121645H
121845H
1220008
131008
140800H

141900H
151500H
160900H

movement to Dong Ha.
BLT 1/% arrived at G=3e

BLT 1/% arrivea at long Ha

Operation KENTUCKY II.
element for the 9th MAKINES.

T 4o

9. Regults

&o

Lo

P e - o ae

Ene sses

BLT 1/3 moved out on a *actical

feotmarch te C-3,

BLT 1/% departed C-3 for Dong Ha.

411 units of BLT 1/3 were in Dong Ha.
BLT 1/3 designated as Regimental resexve for Phase IIl of
Cempany B provided a reactionary

All units ef BLT 1/% were in Dong Ha,

A1l units of BIT 1/ were in Dong Hao

BLT 1/3 chepped from the 9th MARINES and reverted to CIG

BLT 1/3 has TERMINATED it's part in QPERATION KENTUCKY ITe

14 KIA CONFIRVED (1 contirmed as & result ef ATRSTRIKES-BDA 11 Nov-

ember 1967]

7 KIA probable {6 probables as a result of AIRSIAIKES=BDA 11 November

1967)
1 NVA PW

Weapens Captured
4 AK=47 Assault Rifles

5 oKS Carbines
1 HEPD Machinegun

shenh Captured

60mm Mortar Reunds

chicom grenades

AP Mines

AT Mine

3,57 in, RR Round

AK=AT Magazines fully loaded
Belt EFD MG Ammo

Clips SKS Carbine Amme
Machete

Gag VMasks

82mm Mertar Rounds

Rounds "00" Shotgun Shells
Asserted clething
Asserted 782 gear
Prepagania leaflets
Assorted documents

o oNoh

R N 2D = O

o =

| Ul kaiiod
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do FRISNDLY LOSSES

3 KIA {1 WIA diea before the operation terminated)
12 WIA.
4 WIL (NE)

#o  FRIENDLY EQUIPMENT 10ST OR DESTROYED
1 LN/PRC-25 Radio destroye..

10, ADMINISURATIVE MATTERY,

2 PUSTAL Mai] was delivered while BLT 1/3 was in a reserved posture.

e LOGISTICS. logisticul Support was previded fiem the established
LSA Dong Ha on D=1 Vie resupply trucks. 4An additional meal per
individual was obteined on D-day and deld vered te BLT 1/3 Via LVIP.
Only class V and limited Class II prierity resupply wus etfected,
No particular problems or difficulties were encountered.

-+ TREATMENT of CASUALTIES AND EVACUATION, A1l Casualties/Casualty
Equipment were evacuated to Ce.D lst Med Bn Deng Ha, Casualty reperts
were relayed through the LSA Dong Ha to the BLT 1/3 Rear Via land
line or suding

to COMUNICALIUNpe Logistic communications were effected via HST

het, Communications overall was excellent particulariy considering
the wet weather conditions encountered.

11, CO-MANDER'’S ANALYSIS., The successful complétion of BIT 1/3%a assigned
mission, to seize objectives B, D end E was dues to several factors,

8, Adequate dispersion so as not to offer a desirable artillery, mortar
or rocket target,

b, Use of appropriate formations in reletion to the terrain and-changing
situations, to ensure all round security.

¢, Immediate eggressive reaction by the fire tesms and squsds when teken
under fire,

d., Adherence to the sound basic principles of offensive tactics.

e, Timely and proper employment of supporting arms,
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Froms
Tos

Subls
Refs

snels

bathaiion Landing Teaw 1/3
9th Marine Amphibious Brigade
FPO, San Francisco 96602
3/PED/1im

Commanding Officer, Battalion Landing Team 1/3

Commander Task Group 79.4

Combat Operations After Action Report

b) CIG 79, OPLEN 120A-67

(1) Operation Overley

1. Code Nama, Operation BALLISTIC ARCH
2, Dates of QOperation. 240700H Wovember 1967 to 271200H November 1967,

3. Logation. Cam Lo District, Quang Tri Province,
4. Task Organization.

B

5 December 1967

ga; CIG 79., Frag Order of 21 November 1967 for Operatiom BALLISTIC ARCH

14Col GOODALE

H&SCq (- Capt LARIMORE
Det (=) HqBn, 3rd MarDiv Cept YELLIG
Det Disbursing Section
Det Postal Section
Det Btry X, 1st Bn, 12th Mar (Ln Tm) Lt JCHNSON
‘Det Hq Btry, 1st Bn, 12th Her (NGF Ln Tm) LTJG STARGER (USN)
Det 26 Mar zRadio Relay;
1gt Clearing Plat (Rein), Co B, 3rd Med Bn Lt KANTER (USNMC)
Det 15th Dental Co Lt MCGINN (USNMC)
Jet 3rd Serv Bn, Logisticical Support Unit Lt KENNEY
Det (-) Hq Co, 9th MAB, Militery Police
21mm Mortar Platoon (-; (2 Sections) Lt BERKHEISER
Go A (Rain)

Co A
FC Tm, Btry A, 1st Bn, 12th Mar
Det 2nd Flat, Co B, 3rd SP Bn (HST)

Capt HANCOCK

e e

L=

B

WW, Military Police
L | UBLASS

g:t Iﬁg gi-at, Go A, 3rd Engr Da 1stBn, 3dMer $ & © 7. 007753 {7 !
Det Intel Sect Copy No. % o & 2y wopies
Det Comm Flat -

Det Med Flat
Det TACP
18t Sect, 81mm Mortar Plat ‘

[ED
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PRI

Go B (Rain)

Co B
FO Tm, Btry A, 1st Bn; 12th Mar
Det 24 Plat, Co B, 3rd SP Bn (HST)
Det 24 Plat, Co A 3rd Engr Bn
Det H&S Co
Det Intel Sect

Det Comm Plat

Det Med Plat

Det TACP
2d Sect 81mm Mortar Piat
Det Hq Co, 9th MAB; Military Police

Co C (Rein)
Co C
FO Tm, Btry A, 1st Bn, 12th Mar
Det 24 Plat, Go B, 3rd SP Bn(HST)
Det 24 Plat, Co A, 3rd Engr Bn
Det Intel Sect
Det Comm Plat

Det Med Plat
Det TACP

Det Hq Co, 9th MAB, Militery Police

Btry A (=) (Rein), 1st Bn, 12th Mar
Btry A
Det Ho BTy, 1st Bn, 12th Mar

L2t Morhar ey, 23 Do, 1210 Mo

at t B

3d_Plet (Rein), Co C, 34 Tank Bn
Det H&3Co, 3rd Tank Bn
3d Plat, Go G, 3rd Tenk Bn

d Plet (=) (Rein), Go B, 3d SP By
24 Plat, Co B, 3rd SP Bn
Det H&SC@, 3rd SP Bn

24 Plat (=) (Rein), Co A, 3rd Engr Bn
2d Platy, Co A, 3rd Engr Fn
Dt H&Séo. Brd Engr Bn
Det Engr Supt Co, 3rd Engr Bn

DECLASSIFIED

. . L4

Capt SCHEIB

Capt 0SGOOD

Capt KENYON

Capt PATTERSON

1t KAUFMAN
1t BUCKLEY

Lt WIMER

1t GARDNER

MN@{M? SIFIED ®
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eurt . o0
SSgt, ALLEN
1st Plat, Co A, 3rd AT Bn :
Det H&SCQ, 3rd AT Bn
1st_Plat (Rein), Co B, 3rd ML Bn 1.t BYSTEDT
1st Plat, Co B, 3rd MI Bn
Det H&SCo, 3rd MI' Bn
1st Plat (-), Co B, 3rd Recon Bn Sgt GEERTS
BLT Regerve Capt RICHARDSON
Co D (Rein)
Co D

54

FO Tm, Btry A, 1st Bn, 12th Mar
Det 24 Flet, Go B, 3rd SP Bn (HST)
Det 24 Flat, Co A, 3rd Engr Bn
Det H&SCo
Det Intel Sect
Det Comm Prat
Det Med Flat
Det Hq Co, 9th MAB, Military Police

» Due to0 lack of enemy contact, the requirements for

strict adherence to rules of engegement, and the open friendliness of
indigenous personnel in the AOA, 1ittle use was made of supporting
foreces available to the BLT for actual combat,

"a, Artillery Summary,
(1) Direct support ertillery fires were provided by Btry A, 1st Bn,

be

12th Merines loceted at 345695,
(2) Generel support ertillery fires were available from the LVIH-6's
of 1st Amtrac Bn, located at 348607 and from the 12th Marines,
(3) Ammmnition Expenditure
HE 105 rounds
WP 0 rounds
Fllum 1 round
(4) Missions fired
Observed 1 Illuminetion
Unobgerved 3/, Harrassment and Interdiction

Naval Gunfire Summarye. Four Naval Gunfire Ships were available for
use by BLT1/3, however, no naval gunfire missions were required or
utilized.

‘ I ,

e
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ce 81m 8 Summary, BLT 1/3 placed its organic &1mm Morters in General
support for the operation. Only one mission was fired and it consisted
of two rounds of 81mm mortar illumination,

d. Alr Summary., During the operation, BLT 1/3 utilized twelve UH-1E sorties
in a cover/fire suppression role, Twelve sorties were flown in support'
the BLT by the CTG 79,/ staff serial observer either in an unarmed UH-1
or an H=34, Four commeand and control missions were flown to enable the
battalion commander to better evaluate the terrain and observe and control
movement during the operation. All resupply was effected by H-34 and all
routine medevac's were extracted by the resupply helicopters.

6. @%%_1252262- Prior to commencement of the operation, there were reports
of VU and VC gympathizers north of Grid Line 72 and possible rocket caches
located within the AOA. An Armed Propaganda Team with Co A obtained a
1list of nemes of VC and VC sympathizers in the Hamlet Mai Xa Thi on the
night of 2 November 1967, At epproximately 0845 on 25 November, elements
of Co A discovered a fifteen year old boy whose name was on the list, The
youth readily admitted to being a VC for the past two months, Iocal
inhebitants reported that the VC had moved both north and west as Marine
elements approached the villages in the area,

Only one minor contact with the enemy was reported, On 25 November .
at 2125, an unknown number of VC fired smell arms into a position occupied
by & Co D ambush,

There were no mining ineldents or other harassing activities, as the
enemy chose to avoid contect and apparently moved out of the area,

7. Mission., At L-Hour, on D=Day conduct a helicopter borne assault into LZ
Robin (YD 297¢94), alternate LZ Cardinal (YD 303708)., At H-Hour conduct
an amphibious asseult over Green Beach ,(center coordinates YD 324720),
Conduct initial search and destroy operstions against NVA/VC to southwest.
Subsequent movements on order CTG 79,4, Designate reserve company to be
committed on order CTG 79,4,

8, G t of reti

a, Commencing Helour, D=Day BLT 1/3 landed over Green Beach in LVI'g
end LCM's with two compenies in columm, seized and secured the beach
and approaches thereto, and on order moved abreast in a coordinated
gearch and destroy operation to the southwest attacking and seizing
objectives 1 and 2, ,
b, Commencing L-Hour, D-Day BLT 1/3 landed one company by helicopter %
in LZ Robin, seized and secured the LZ, and on order moved in a . b
coordinated search and destroy operation to the southwest to attack

and seize objective 3, One Company wes assigned initially as SLI' resqrve

1
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9.

aboard the LPH including a Sparrow-Hawk platoon size reaction force,

This compeny was released to the control of BLI 1/3 and landed in L2
Robin, assuming the mission of BLT Regerve.

d, Objectives 4, 5, and 6 were attacked and seized with two compenies up
and two back, followed by an amphibious withdrewal of all BLT 1/3 elements
from White Beach (centered coordinates 339700).

e. See operation overlay, Enclosure (1),

Execution

Sequence of Events

240700H
240700H
2/,0705H
2407458
240810H
208250
2/,09208

2412100
212251
2414008

2/,1800H
24,1900H

250850H
2509450
2512008
2518200
2519008
2521250

260730
261200H

2616000
261800H
261900H

2707058
270715H

2T

Company B landed on Green Beach

First elements of Company C landed in LZ RObin,

Compeny A landed on Green Beach,

Alfa Command arrived LZ Robin,

Companies A and B were on Phase Line GOAT,

First elements of Company D landed in LZ Robin,

A11 units of BLT 1/3 on Phase Line RAT, BLT objective 1
secured by Company B. '

BLT Objective 2 secured by Company B.

Compenies A and C on BLT Objective 3.

CIG 79,4 objective A secured by BLT 1/3,

Frag., Order #2 given to all units of BLT 1/3,

Unit Positions: Company A coodinates 286673, Compeny B
coordinates 287677, Company C coordinates 286675, Company
D coordinates 286674.

Company A apprehended one VC who was posing as a buffalo
tender at coordinates 287673. He was identified from a
village blacklist.carried by & member of the AFT,

BLT objective / secured by Company C.

BIT objective 5 secured bg Company C., BLT objective 6
secured by Compeny B, CTG 79,/ objective B secured by BLT 1/3,
Frag Order #3 given to all units of BIT 1/3.

Unit Positions: Company A coordinates 273705, Compeny B
coordinates 282706, Company C coordinates 267705, Company D
coordinates 284705.

A Company D ambush received incoming small srmg fire at
coordinates 286706 and relocated their positions.

BLT 1/3 commenced & deliberate search and destroy operetion
toward the Southwest, ' ’

BLT1/3 arrived at a locatién near the mouth of the north
bank of the Cua Viet River, '

APT'S were detached from BLT 1/3,

Frag order #4 given to all units of BLT 1/3.

Unit Positions: Company A coordinates 333704, Company B
coordinates 337707, Company C coordinates 333704, Company
D coordinates 337704.

Beach Jymper Units detached from BLT 1/3,

BLT 1/3 commenced an amphibious withdrawal from White Beach
coordinstes 339700,

BLT 1/2 ~nrmlated the amphibious withdrawel from White Beach

UILCLAS SIFLE g 2D
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10,

11,

12,

13,

2711200 Operation BALLISTIC ARCH wes terminated for BLT 1/3, BIT 1/3
was chopped Op=Con to the 9th Marines,

Rnanlt-a..’

a, Friendly Losses, None
b, Enemy Logses, One POW ‘

¢, No equipment, ordnénce, food, or supplies of any type, belonging
to the enemy were found or captured,

Administratiye Matters,

a, POSTAL, Mail was delivered while BLT 1/3 was in a defensive posture
with normal resupply .

b, IO0GISTICS. No logistics problems of any kind were encountered, All
resuoply was offected by helicopter, utilizing company landing zones,
‘Medevacs were flown ott on resupply helicepters, C-rations were provided
for all meals but one, which consisted of sandwiches, frult and coffee
flown eshore from the shivs of ARG Alpha,

1
*

e, In the area of commmnications, six frequency changes were required due
to mutual interference with each other, or with other stations operating
in the immediate vicinity. One irequency wes assigned to both BLT 1/3 and
1st Bn 11th Marines,
b, Surf conditions for the landing of LVI's over Green Beach were marginal ’
E_Hour, and resulted in the LVI's taking on a considerable amount of sea water,
At times the water inside the LVTtg was knee deep, Also two Marines were

swept from the top of the IVI's into the sea; fortunately they were rescued,

c. Intelligence concerning the AOA appeared to be somewhat outdated, or
inaccurate in regard to the current enemy situation, No fighting holes,
bunkers or fortifications of any kind were wuncovered during the operation.
Further indications of enemy activity were neglisible except for one

incident on the night of 25 November when Delta lompany's &mbush received
several rounds of incoming small arms fire, The area appeared to be quite
pacified and the indigenous personnel were very friendly.

Recommendations,
a, That a closer check be made by the frequency coordinator at Division

level to prevent two units being assigned the same frequency, or frequencies
closa enough to cause mrtusl interference.

e,
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J B

b. That better information on see and surf conditions be obtained prior
to lending elements by surface means over the beach., Surf conditions were
considered hazardous for landing the LVIP-5's.

c. That the Intelligence collection effort in the AOA covered by BLT 1/3
be reevaluated.

. W, GOODALE
Lieutenant Colonel, U, S, Marine Corps
Commanding
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