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DECLASSIFIED 

,', :.J: '" ( '.,c;ll ~.L (, , ) 
n"t::~;:~:~~~ 1/3 f fl wiUii:~ ) ' 

l· ... ' ' .. ' l ~ .. ' . - .-
9tl1 !f;a.rine Am.phib1.0~lS Brigade 3/PDF,/jcb 

F1)O~ San Franc inM 96to2 5050 
6 Novembf'" 1967 

From: Cor::.ull'.l .. i.ng 'ff'I"!or 
To; Comrr.nnc.1ing [If'''j.cer, Headqua...-ters,4th }1arines»Jr ;·!arine DivisioL(ein), 

Fl<F ' 

5ubj ~ Combrtt After Action Report (Operation GRANITE) 

Rof: (a) 4tli Earines OPORD 100-67 
(b) 4th ~{arine s Frng Order #1 for Operation GRANITE . 

(0) BLT 1/3 Frag Order #1 for Operation GRANITE 
(d) Maps: Vietnam 1~50,OOO, Series L7014 Sheets 64J~I and 6442 II 

Ie Q.Q.dfi N~...£" GRANITE, Search and Destroy Operation 

2~ D~teJt and I.QcntiQn of .Qwr~. 26 October 1967 through 4 November 1967. 

Tinb Tl"lua Thien Province RVN c 

:3 e g.2mDl"l1d.~l:..!lml:J.er fl. IIoadqunrters, 4th Narlnes, 31:\ Y.arlne D iv lsion(Hcin) , 

Y;'" '; .... 

l' 6'iJ Co -npn.ny 

Company A 

Company B 

Company C 

Company D 

40 Task Organization 

BLT 1/3 (-) 

-
lstBo, 3dMar S & C No. 0(.' t/l.l·(., '1 = 

CQpy NQ.---1 __ of £. .; \iop~ 

1l§43 Co (-) (Rein) 

H&S Co (-) 

Dot Btl.'Y f., 1st En, 12th Marines (LDTm) 

1st Clea.ring Hat (Rein) Co B 

3d Hed Bn 

ENCLOSURE (\ , 

a • ; U'.UIL 1 

DECLASSIFIED 

Captain MACK 

Captain LARIMORE 

C ~ptfl.in LAnDES 

Captain OSGOOD 

Captain RICHARDSON 

LtCo1 THOHAS 

Captain MACK 

Lt JOHNSOn 

Lt KANTER (USN) 

i 



Vot 15t.h i)ontFl Co 

(' ,(, . ' I 
_'-~ __ :. _-:.;~~ 1,L 

DECLASSIFIED 

Det 2d Il&t (Heln) Co A, 3d Engr En 

:Jet ::11 Hat (He:ln) Co Ii I 3d m' En (ELiT) 

:,;~. Intel Sect 

Q.pJ'_ .ll~in) 

Co 13 

Dct 2d Plat (Rein) Co 11, 3d l~ngr Dn 

Det 2Jl l'lnt (Rein) Co E J 3d :.11' En (H.;'L) 

Det H&.~ Co 

Dot Cown l·let. 

Q.Q.. C .iRei n,l 
Co C 

Fa 'I'm Dtl'Y A, lstEn 12th Har 

Dot 2d Hat (Hcln) Co I" 3d Engr En 

Det :?d PJ.at (Reln) Co B, 3d m) En (H3'I') 

Det H&S Co 

~el~;cc,t 
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DECLASSIFIED 

(~ID)J • 
Det Cow:! 1 'let 

Co ;j 

F0 'l'r,1 Btl'Y },' lstBn 12th 1-:a1" 

Det 2d flat (Rein) Co 11:1 3d Engr Bn 

Det 2£1 nat, (Rein) Co HI 3d ~,,}, Bn (HST) 

Dot ?:cd nat 

not C Ol:l.!.'. He. t 

:?d. r) "It. COli I 3d l:ngr 13n 

net H&'~ Co, 3d Engl' En 

Dot Enr.r Gupt Co, 3d Enr;r En 

4th Hat Co A ~ 5th Amtrac En 

Det H&S Co ,5th iUlltra.c En 

(1) The BHttaHon Ut'~i i'ul'niThed d:l~'cct. sup ort 
1 ~th r8l'ines locat.ed nt coordil'l.:;,V:: ~ m .3293, 
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Cnr~t RICHARDSON 

Lt GARDNER 

Lt KAUFVAN 

Lt BUCKLEY 

lI.rtHlery by Btry ~" lstBn 

~@1 



DECLASSIFIED 
\ ., 

• • "" ................ , 
-, , 

" .t,' ... _ .. -
(2) General Support reinforcing fires wel'e furniSh. ed by G-J~l. 2 and the··,·- a 

1st Prov 155 Battery DetacrJllent.. Additional genera1 support reir.- • 
forcing fires were available from H-3~12 and the 2nd Prov 155 
Batt.ery Df't.r:d:I,cmt, 

en J'.,HJnunition : ~~'l~~r:t~i'L V:&'C ~'j 

M:fJO HE 

280 WI' 

.390 Il1um 

1 Smoke 

(4) Missions Fired 

Observed S2 

UnObSel'V0(~ 7/ ... 

!; & I ,~9() 

(5) The 8lmm Mortar Platoon also provided the battelion with fire 
support.li shooting on-call missions and c1ose ... in H & l' s .. 

b. Air Support 

(1) Dur1ng the operation, fifty-nine sorties of fixed wing were utilized 
with a BDA being genere~y unobtainable due to the dense vegetation 
and h1.gh canopy. mT-IEi S \.J'ere used on four fire suppression 
sortie::, 

(2) Eight elOOl'CCl.L:. 01'. 1" ortty medevac missions extracted twelve 
medevacs e Routine mfldevr:cs were evacuated on the resupply heli
copters. The time element for medevac missions was lengthened due 
to the fact there were few landing zones in the area and the 
medevacs had to be carried to a suitable landing zone. 

6c Intelligence. 

a. Throughout the operation the enemy continuously harassed BLT 1/3 (-) by 
ot~ \-1ithin a few hundred meters from the front lines. Night probes 

were made with a consistency not normally experienced with the VC}NVA. 
The contact made by Company B on 29 October 1967 was believed to be the 
outer perimeter defense of a much larger force. The enemy was well 
dug-in in fighting ho1e:1 ~.1'-<1 bunkers., Weapons used in this perimeter 
defense were entirely ou.t.~. I.,:~.C weapons~ 

7" MissiW. BLT 1/3 (-) on D-l providE' one reinforced c " as a regjJllental 

, 

reserve. At L-Hotl1' 1 D-Day conduc'L a helicopterborne :- ;;:;'i\\Ut. to seize a r1 
secure Landing Zone Buz?,ard (VIC Y.) 465217). Upon reorp,8.n5 ~;8tion conduct • 
seel'ch f.'''''d destroy opero:tions t.oward objective B (VIC YD 4852Jj). On ord_,,; 
conduct; search and de~ ~~oy operations toward objective ii. "':"0 Btry A, J I 

2 ;'21 I. ---.... 
4 ~SI'IEO ~ 
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• • '. 

:;1; ";n l;:·th );31: "11, fen: l d 
,n:IV. 1. ty tu t; Ji:!:o'J1d",d by 

; j,j l1·lY po 8i t.] ,)!! (,: I' (~ 
l,- '. B~. 4-4.;b i'~~!: .:'u • ;" 

Vi" . ('I\'JO""'" ~. . • J,,,~ ~J, " .... 

" 

t 1 - (' I.,. , \ ., t B . 1 
~!t,·L~f~~~~~!-_E.£;~S.'!:>:~ \ \I,lrnr.",' '.' \,I(elll,lw ,Jl,~ n/) )~, tk-..,.~."'It! !.'}"r; l.":~Ii., 1.:1>,1 

J:.H'il,4 Ii '.~ p. 'p.,,,l t;ll (Nl ,:>0 !1l1.lIute e.l€£t) r.r f:'!1lpL·Y':lent in eiLhp~ 
b~,ttl3.lionzone ;;11' £!ct.Hir', 

b. i~xn(;11 ii.-) tic. ..i.t 2(, i1:>, (;ompan~' t c Oi:unenc u'! "~li OuJ; '.' ,,~; ,;uul j /l t~) 11. Ii j .' 

'rV-IC~47023'() '-'.uri $(;Cu~ ui t.'w '1 t,;,l n" /;;,;. e 'n:n hi.!' c, :101, '.r.'i j l. Ii: 

1Y,;'11hnd for tllt~ llieht atl\l a.t f11::.t Jifht ·the XlAxt m.nning (Jon: (,nAd the 
t:LtIC,': and secured bi,Ltolion objectJVc J. at J,lJU ('tl /1 U(;,,{)ber IlJ6'{ •. " 
compunies conductH! eea.rch and degtro,Y opeL'ltloll,; ,·,r· thE' vic1nitJ of 
batta,lion objedivE> 1 qt 200730=H. COlllJ)~UlY Po C!lU Compo.Il,}· b cop".cnr;cd 
·tt.:Il;k to sdze HWlfl.lwLa.l objeetive B "liLh ·,;QL1Jl.illY C. Coml'ill',;1 D and Uli 
.,J, : lid GIOUp f0110\,) '. in tree,:. BUr 1/'3 (=) cono.uct('d ti!,a:cch and d eAttn:, 
JP~;r~"tlGn:;; in /J.nd H'((w.ncl 91).~t';:·1,i\le B 1'\;':,: en 'the 29th atartt"(l sea.:cch '£iul/'\Ws .. 
t~· up0rat..uvns to\'hud ebjec'I.iv,Q J!' ,:1(; j·1 11:;)215). en' \'(:", ',.,,:.! 1'.).:./ 
BL't.' 1/ (; i,_) U L,lL tOli wi thdJ:awing rr~l:l the ot .~,'c·"i ve a ~a. The wi t.y,,.'! !.1'~al Wli1s ' 
acco:!Ipli"hf;u by keep,lng2 units on tilE: high. Il 1111(1 Vlhile trw ri;J:~J!tdHL~ units 
moved throu~,Jl tJlc valleys,. '('le opm::ation €l1C. ed \.-1 th u tcticul march from 
the fuoth1.11s to Ii dC!::iguatrd pickup pointo 

260730H up Hli U.or. GR ;Ti'~; conullencc(\ ; \' 1'1 'i.' 1/~. 

27111)u GOllliJeUlies A .;jCCUX,c(l ubjccL.i.v,; 1 at c;;uI.uL,.I.k:j 
476~)43. 1 t ~ ',HiI susta:ine(, 

28094)H Co IJ t,j,ltoor, ux·~ ,,:'!c;d aut'::;lfJ... '1I~ rUt; !;I\, coordinates 
4b}.2Lr" 11,1.,oor, ~.:IH~d 60mm j' :"':.:1 i·jidi.lOli \dth ne{,ative 
l:€sui '"'o -::. Lii.il'iC KIJ, 2 \'I1J\ ~ .( 11 '.irA (Nbi weI e ·i;;tained. 

2014U,)H UOcili j 1:lhit,i::i /( :~ . .B i;f .. j ,;;(, objee;; .. i.v,. 110 
290910h .. litlLCIl :',;;j, C;.; . ,.,Jhec 4 V'.~ \;:..th ',en.pons m~'l1ir;t~ t(n,;..,l.ds 

their pos_ticn ~" cooxdo 46~;~1. ,bOn~ Hortar Eission 
\.ElS HI. co 1:€:,·.....1 ting L. 1 VC i\I)' pL·o·oalile. 

29093iJli Co b ,-,potted 4 NV! wi th wm~po:;s EJ.I; C,ol flo ilbV1..[. F'i::-.cd 
EJ.uLomatic w(;:"pons and €llrwll (:1.:,11;) b.t ."V ... , .l r..L1I G' .. ulfi:tlJH'd, 
1 Jl.~~t~1 ~lnd 2 chicDLI gr~J>,(ie!;,cre Cf:.ptl~! (,;. 

291130H Go B ~Hlffer'ed 2 UJl;C ivU ",hfl!l an ab ['t';L:i t their 
po si tlon at coold~ 481217 .. 

2914~)OH A Vi tr,ol fl'u!\ ~.» E rc~J.(:v,"d 50 to bO r ,): 
fire at COUI(l. L·);~?U ~ thEe: J,lf,trol lE!tU.lC 

an Allillery .j; .. ,ior: \,;i-;;[l lWe tive result,.;", 
und 1 WH (N1::.) " 

, ':;,C,i!iV,t.iC ,",'eapon,; 
,'; .l <, and ca.lled 

1 USMC WI.&. 

291630H.A pL.t0on i'h:" 0 }> m:.l.I~;'2 COIJt",ct with 10 VC at coord. 
l/iu22';)c ~;x,·b .. q. C!. 81'11.111 arm:; fir'\.: and i'il.eli 60nllll Hortar 
Hi 8si.on. ~: b:A C "eIA WeI e sustain~d. 

291Sl:>h in 11) frow; J) "potted 4 VC He c(,ordg 4702<::). Called 
601fll:l 1.01 t:u :.i, s j.l.'n" 1 USt1C ',;Ii, resul ted f! om a. flherI't 

60mm 1',01 t.ar r,:)und. 
300?30H 1';0 B IJ<~d 2U.2i;C VilA from fric '11~: 'j j' I:'i.:, l,;i,.UQ [Ii 

~It~"'r~t.~~ cl,ordllr:3Le~J n9L'1::. 
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:310930H 

3113001i 

Ol.ll()OlI 

01140;H 

Oll(lOH 
01~':::;lJ)Jr 

020~OOn 
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• • 

Co ;.1 :i'i;i,H}~'~'(':[ e l:i~ht Cil.::"D'O':ll)b·,,;Y b (lnr. h1~().m:1nf:' 
e:rm:'l.""~"'o Cnlled for 11hU1'rhi~thn.. ~;oU,lr,g could 
be :'ti-}':'r. 0 No C":l."!lullties e 
, ")"1 ,~-." I~ .. ,,'.- f",. " ,.· .. ~t·I·~,4 .' "r,~ r"-r·ll"l,nt",.. 't:YI2::n r', I. -:~ ~~'" O~\ ." ',.", , .... ,y "_·J.~CI tC-"", ".,.' '-,' ,; .. ,.;1_ ' .... "_';l."'v~:~",~:~Oi ... ,' If", ' 

: n e::(':h 'Ulf't~ Orc'M.".n a:I'l,l;; (i~:'''' 1" ;'-')1.1":":.~ :i ti 1 ,,1,( c<mt'il'mod) ~ 
1 t,I~{r'J~oljable) 1 SlId. 1 1J)~'i\; [",' ua3 sw.~,ained~ Cl\f~ 
eh:'tl"'fQ~ 7 ,,(12' eB1·M.r",1"I \o.'t:1r, Cf).pttll"&d. < 

A Co B patro) reeeived h~~lV'j' Anttc:-:~:.tl e ~;'if':<"'p()ns fin~ ~t 
C(>r(:!,IJ ~ r.ntl::: JI~J21S ~ The patrol c!ill 'Ni ~:!1 s'l't],llery 
Ilrh;sicu rClml:t.ing in 2 K!.A(pr"bl1bll;,} Ii no friendly 
ctlsl.lrJ_t,ief" • 
Fl'~ en(;Jy (;i.·~.r'l'!t'd·t ~IS~; mf:!:kir.g dl~fi r.g l'lm on p., S\lspeetf,d 
cnem:r poslt:1on at cocrclir.at~e5 4~?'29 ~:hm'l ~; ~hcn~nd:,,': 
ff!l1 011 e. m!'ll fi"om Co B t'eSl.-J.H,ng in 1 U::l1"!,; '.'!!MNE). 
CC ,!t.~ ~~_~;;e :",-'''"!::d f:\tlt'~l~e~t~.r, fwcr'~~'Ol'lE.~ f:;J (~ lJt c.f)of\~l~nr~tilJa 

4"'t' ,., 1 8 ~-.., Ut'."~- 'I' ',"'#1-,"., i"I.". '. "".~ r~Ji.:1J tJ.ng .l.I'':;. .},.... " ... r·v·,·,; 
Co D pa.t,ral received automatic 'fI,~eapOllS fire from ¢oorc= 

1nater. ,"'4237 ~ Fired Slnrrl }'Or1:,r"l t'~i;::d.Cll resulting in 
5 l·:F{probrbl.e) 2 U~;hC~:I,i', {N.~·:" 
Co D patrol received f'.mnll arm,s f11'~! end i.ncoming 6Ol."'J11l 
Yorl;ar Miscion at coordinat.er- J;i{'2)S:. Rf'ft:urnecl smell lU'ms 
fire and ¢<1.11~d ajl' end al'tUh![:J1 • 1 U:)!':C UIA wa.s 

C.,o B .. It''.'.lfi.f''1 ;''''It>'l m","!f" ""I"I"':'i.'<"t, U'~'i';f', At'. 1,:"'(1. "nt,r'CI' ' .... J ...... ("" ~" , •••. , _ .. ", ~ ,<.,1. . ~ 1..4\.i1.' "" "" ,_ "'",. 'f'f .. ~ "i. " ;"(:1. .dL.. ." ,_" 
ch1i nr:e Ii")f' sil;,~lJ.l l~'·r.'!S rt'r;ult.i·I'~ .,.., ",.~ I"Otlf1 \'mer:i) ( 9.1')(; e, 
~:r=.~:7 ~!~r\1l:ur.JE~du 4 'tJ':_~l'.C ~,t!l ..... :--_:~~ ., .. .&.~ .18"'" ~CO()t'(~:~·r6(~.t,f" 
JO'~~'O"il fit 
Iut'-.~ iI" "'~...L" .... l e 

Go D Lr observed :3 VCtblt,.,;.; t,. <!t,~ ~ '1.ir:ht s;:'Oft':. F'i:r(!d 
mrtc:r<::..c· gun fiI'E' c 3 i.l(l~d:;·l!b"tl(:'" ''': co (')'!"u lr.il'trea 4752;<). 
C(I B [:tart~d moving to join Co DIS' Co r y and. the e:ofl'JJsand 
g1"C,1l4P ~.t Mordinates 475221. 
Co A ~t8.rtE.;d mmring to join Co D, lei C,! Co B and Qiomrr'snd 
crOll} • 
Co C ~n<1 C 0:' CJjl'lmnhe(td~t t,e~,i!~ to~,(j:il'N~ X'eg:in:ental 
objGctive ::. 
Recon EllEiment~! lct{9ated fit 1"13226 spotted a 4 IDan NV!, patrol 
mo,,:tne: N()f"~.h Otl. h"~ln at 4rg~;'5, Ite(Qon opened fir~! 'lilt}: 
::f11Jil1 tlt'Il'L:'J l'll"Jd cl(')nf:b:'med 1 NV.:, t ![" '<rd .:;1eimcd 1 proh91)1p. 
LC;" 
Go, C c~!(mN')<:\. r'i'g:l.l1':t~l'1lEll ()bj"JH't~W\ , 
c:" :::: ~ioln(;J Co C on regir~f!nt~'l 0", J;:c,Vl.,(.r,: • 
Co f"1i Co B and co.m.mand gl"(lUP start r::d !'!1(:i;·;t;Jlr.cmt OHt, of objeei;o,,
I'Ve $'~"(~t1e 
Co B ~,t ~~),6'24.1 l'et:'.dv,,,d g 'r,1t\1ni',r< :-,:- 1'0": ''''OJ,ttl.!.' rt'~ 1,;,92'.39. 
Cot:::ntl!:'1" t-~o!'i,li.t:' fire wa!J :lettJ.... ue(I ' .. ,':: tj'.JllJlt.<. arms 01 ••• b.Lrt1i, 

I " --L 1 U ,. 'f' 'II' (~"rf'" '\ ·~OPJru.'.. .W.1v '" ,( ,L~.c..,1 was S\lst".lned, 

r"~'" 
I . .! 

L,.,~ ".'.,,_,~'-__ ._'~ .. , __ ... -~._J 
DECLASSIFIED 
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• , • WI :. 7. 
03QB10H '~rol from 0 B Dt 479239 ~-1as hit by automatio weapons 

:~L·,:. Small :.,,:11::; fire was ,.."' ......... "A "'t' ~fC1lll Mort.m·!'1 ~nd 
artillery were called wit! negative res!:1lt$~ 

031200H Co A, Co B, and command group I.>uDv...u ..... :;i.4 llIOv'ement out of 
objeotive area with Co C on high ground to lef't at 
coordinates 48224l and 470243g and Co D on high ground to 
the right at coordinate 4S6'241~ 0 

0313~H ReoOD at 486241 while screening the rear of the BLT was 
hit with automatic weapons fire. Fire was returned with 
artillery and small arms results unknown" The reCOD 
un! t S\1stained 1 Usz.c KIA. 

0315~H Co D spotted 30"".40 NVA in the open VIC 4862.40. A 
coordinated artUler,-~ lDmm Morter and automatic weapons 

. mission was tired whioh resulted in 10 NVA KIA contirmed 
and 15 probables were c1aimed~ 

0l.DS17H Continued movement out ot the objective area. 
041530H Lead elements reached entrucking point(coordinate 503286) 

and commenced shuttle movement to Camp Evans. 
041735H All units in Camp Evans end Operation GRANITE secured. 

Results 

a. 

b" 

c. 

§Sgm: l&s§e§ 

17 KIA oonfirmed 

2S KIf. prObable 

Weapons Ca~ag 

5 AK~47 rines 

Egyipmant Capturl~ 

12 Chicom grenades 

2 NVA packs 

B rounds B1a Mortar ammunition 

1 Cartridge belt 

1 Pair binoculars 

12 AK-47 Banana clips 

1 Green web NVA NCOa IS belt 
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Miscellaneous documents end medical supplies" 

do Friepdly Losses 

3 KIA 

24WIA 

eo l£Lendly Equipment test or Destrm4 

None 

10" Adm'nistratiye Hatters 

a. Ppstal" Mail was delivered to the BIlr rear aboud ship end at 
Phu Bu; sorted and delivered to the f'ield regularl1e 

b. Lpgistics" Unit resupply of all classes of supply vas eff'edted by 
helicopter from the 4th Marines ISA at Camp lIvans" No difficulties 
were encountered other than limited helicopter availability which 
upon several occasions resulted in the problem of Logistical Support 
being a major consideration in tactical planning" 

c. TreatlM.ftt of Casualties and Eve.p1l!tion. Casualties were evacuated , 
to the S5 Okinawa~ end to Camp Evans 4th Marines dispensary and to 
"A" Med at Phu Bai. Terrain, vegetation and weather posed difficul
ties on medevacs; primarily" in locating and clearing satisfactory 
Lending Zones o 

d" Comgmicatipns" Radio relay teems were establisbed on HID #674 to 
provide good communications with no difficulties encountered o 

11 <> COJ!l!IlBAder a s AneJ.Ysls 

During the initial heliborne assault there was an unacceptable amount of 
confusion in the pickup zone and the lending zone" The confusion vas 

caused by the fact that the pickup zone control officer did not know where 
the helicopters were going to lend and he did not know how :meny troops each 
night of helicopters would take. The landing zone was long and the bulld 
up in the lsnd:1ng zone was too fast" Tbe large number of troops scattered 
over a large long area (approx. SOOmeters) caused the loss of tactical 
!ntepoity_ This is unacceptable during en assault lendingo The problems 
were ca.sed primarily by the large number of helicopters !I .\. UH-10 9 S J 

30 UH-34 8 S, 4 CH 539 s and the variance of troop loe.ds~ 

It 1s recommended that in future mass heliborne assaults g less helicopters 
be used and that the bel1team be standardized to five men& 

~ ooordination between artillery and helicopters vas unsatis"" 
~ The problem was that helicopters continuously tlew across the 

trajectory of' the artUlery rounds causing a check fire~ It is 

Dl.CUSSIFIRJ 
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recommended that helicopter approach and retirement lanes be established 
for each operation and that helicopters be required to strictly follow 
these established lanes. 

No significant problems due to the nature of the terrain were encountered 
that were not anticipatedo 
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HEA.DQUA~ERS 
~a8k Group 79.4 

FPO, San Franoisoo, California 96602 
3/JE!jrs 
5750 

.. 

Sera 363167 

" . 

29 Deoember 1967 

UNCLASSIFIED 

From: Oommandil18 Offioer 
~o: Commanding General, Ninth Marine Amphibious Brigade 

Subj: BLT 1/3 Command Chronology for period 16-27 November 1967 

Ref: Your 270756Z Deo67 

1. Oontinuous operational oommitments and the battle 10s8 of the BLT 
Operations Offioer have precluded the submission of the subjeot Oommand 
Ohronology. 

2. In aooordanoe with the referenoe, Task Group 79.4 COJIIJIand Chronolosy 
is submitted without that of BLT 1/3. Bur 1/3 Command Ohronology will be 
forwarded upon reoeipt. ' 

, 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 

, 

;:-.., 

" 

, '" l 'I~' 15' 

;;'\+ 
", 

I 



'fiiiij~~~~ f 

IM~~) 

Froms COlllmanding Officer 

DECLASSIFIED ,. 

HEAD~UARTERS 
Battalion Landing Team 1/; 

9th Marine J.mphibious Brigade 
lPOp San Francisco 96602 

To S COlllmanding General, 3rd Marine Division 

Via! Commanding Office! ~ 9th r.iarines 

Subj8 Combat Operations After Action Report 

3/P'ED/GGL 
5050 
14 NOVEMBER 1967 

Hef~ (a) 9th NaIine Regiment nag 0 ff2 for vperation KENTUCKY 
\b) 9th Marine Regiment Frag 0 #3 for Operation KENTUCKY 
lo~ MA.t'Ss VIET1W1 18 50~OOO~ Series L7014 Sheets 6342 I and 6442 "tV 

(:'1 (.Nerlay to Oper;\Uon EEBTUCKY 

1. 2,ode Nam2. Operation KEN'l'UCKY, Phase II and Phase IIIo 

2. Da~es and L~cation of Operationo 6 NOV1i:MBER 1967 through 16 NOVEMBER 
1961. QUA.NG TRI l>ROVINCE RVNo 

00MMUID HEADQUAIt.TER;;). HEAl>q,UAR'XERS ~ 9th MARINES~ 3:rd lliJ.RlNE DIVI::>ION 
CHEIN) p FMFQ 

4. Task 0J.:(ii:lnizo.tion. 

BLT 1L3 
H&;;l Q..o, .. \:l.Jte~lL" 

Hoc.::l Co ~-) 
Det Btry !~ 1st Bn 12th Mar lLn Tm) 
81mm Hortar Plat 
Jst Clearine Plat (Rein) CoB 3rd Mad Bn 
Det 15th Dental Co 
1st r1at (-j CoB 3rd Becon Bn 

Co ! lRein) 
C .... 
FO Tm Btry A 1st Bn 12th Mar 

LtCol THOMiS 
Cap t LARIMOR~ 

Lt JOHNSON 
Lt !.A.RKER 
Lt KAW.TEa (USN) 
Lt OLIVER (USN) 
Lt ,Ui'i'lsE 

Capt HANCOOK 

Det 2nd Flat Co B 3rd SPEn (HST) 
Det 2nd P 1& t Co ! 3rd Eng:r En 

Det Il.:,S Co _-------:-:~--:~:;~Hl 
Det Intel Sect lstBn, 3dMar S & ::, ::::. CJ D 9'"70- t2-
Det C·;mm Flat "' .......... r,.,.....,. No. t 0: eSC --.--Det Med Plat VVlif'l-

Det 'nOll 

ENCLu0URE (~) 

• d. 

I 
1 

.. 
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OJ) B lRei~ 
CeB 

fO ~ Btry A 1st Bn 12th Mar 
D,t 2nd. flat Co B }rd ~Bn (HST) 
Det 2nd .t'lat Co ... }rd ingr Bn 
Det H&S C. 

Det Intel Seot 
Det C.mm P1.a.t 
Det )led Plat 
Det T.1CP 

Cit C Uwi!!l 
c. 0 
FO Tm Btry ... 1st Bn 12th Mar 
Det 2nd Plat 0. B }z:d ~Bn ~.I:1.,T) 
Dret 2nd PIa. t CIl) j. 3z:d Engr Bn 
Det H&S C. 

Det Intel Sect 
Det a.mm !fla.t 
Det Med Plat 
Det T.lOP 

9. D ca .. in) 
CtQI D 
FO 1m Btry j. 1st Bn 12th Max 
J)et 2nd .l?lat c. !l }rd ~Bn ~.tiS~) 
Dt8t 2nd. k'la t Co ... 3rd Engi: Bn 
Det B&:S O. 

j)et Intel Sect 
Det Oomm rlat 
j)et Med 1'lat 
Det TAm> 

2nd fla.t \-) \ReinJ OlD B ~:rt\ St' BN - -
2m flat Ce .» 3rd Sr lin 
Pet, 11&8 (''0 p 3d St' Dn 

~nd J-lat; \""J (Rein~ 
.. ?nd ir lat ('0 1 ;rd En£r Bn 
.JJet ~l6;..::i Gg 3rd illne(!' .l:!n 
Bet Engr Supt Co~ 3rd ~ 1m 

Bt!':,! \-h Re1!el) ls t Bll 12th Mal'inee 
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&0 l.r till SZo Both direct a.nd general suppert a:di.uery fire8 wer~ 
available to the B~T during Operatien KMNTUClrip phase II and Illo 
Btry ~9 let Bn 12th Marines located at 131642 pr.v1ded direct support 
tires for the Bur. iddi tions.l dir ect sUppO); t fir es WeI e de.1.iver ed 
by 'W itry 3rd Bn 12th Marines located at Con Thif.mp when A/l/12 ra.n 
low on fuseso General support reinforcing fires \vet£! not used o 

AmmWlition ExpendUure 

126 rds Hi 
8 rds WP 
3 rds IlIum 

Missions Fired ...... ~ 

6 Observed 
o ~nobserved 
.11 H&li. were fired by regiment 

b. Qllntl Mortars. The tllmm "'.crt.","!' Platoon provided &ddi tiOll8..L direct 
s'Upl)Qrt fires for the BJ..'l' <illd accomplis'v"j the rOl1owing~ 

26 rde HE 
1 rd \itt 
1 I'd .L;llum 

4 observed 
o WlQ bserved 
o lI&i 0 5 

Co. .U.r Support&- During the Gperation two comand. and oontrol £ligl1ts 
were utilized to gain taotioal information concerning troop move
ment ana disposi tionp and. to study the terrain in the operating 
aralia 

On 10 and 11 November an -'0 ,vas Oll' sta"t;icm during the daylight 
hoursp and was used to cheCK specific coordinateSg provide a general 
reconnaissance of the operating area~ and to oontrol fixed winge 
Flllur sorties of fixed wing and two UJ:i-1E Gun Ships Here used in 
direct support of the BLTo !dctitlonal17~' numerous flights of fixed 
wing in d:1reci support .f other unit. were lOJoordiMted through BLT 
one elant three .10 La 00 

00 rN'.i'BLL1GEN:;.~. Th, enellY Wtl.8 well d% i!'9 j.!1 bunkfllra in the objective areas, 
Durine the enco~ter at l10900H on oiJjeouve B~ the en~ let most of the 
..el.ements of' one CG.lmpany pass through tbe1:i: pos! tbms 9 and then opened if ire 

, ._ ". ".,on t.h\. O.~&n:1 COIllmt!IoI14e:c and his two radie operatorsa It is considered most 
""JJ_~at the onellY W&8 surprised~. as the COlllpan"v swept tlll:ough from the 

blind. er the 6sf't side or the pOlitionep i Ie80iiztDB he wr~ 1 
. , ~ ~. (illli~~~~~$U~ij_ 
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• • J' 11 .ri',~ ; ... 
(:" , .. , '('.: L Hl<@~.~) 1...1 t:.''';~ 1,.. i! (,'st..(oy '1)'.rOI c he him:",}.:' Wlt;~ ~~","'jtIOYf'ci or"c:p ~.ur~d" 

,'il" bUJlkl"lS"re tlloll COnSLliJct!·>d of logs and I.t;] t, 'it:d '.,-..:·ul(' a.cCc)IIlIlIO(l.'3U, e 
,il" c'.'.(J n;('Ji. 'j'lw n,d.I;", 0f fir.e \"rD lllu~~1:1y suppolti(1f;, but 
()~,.,'r. :,d..'01l Wf.':'> tF'IH·n:all:1 l:C3vricted t" tho .i'l:(,nt u1' '~;,IF J:lo::.~~'loJJ~ t;;"" .. :.L',;", 

III the encountf!l a.t 111500H near obje;;tlve lJ~ 1,hl bUlllcl'n, Wf'Jl' 

''In .. :tr:Jcted, but the enemy w;'.s not Gupr:.i8ed. Ho\'!(!Vr;;I t:w C,it'rJJ' <lid 
" ,,'Jl .(,i'i 8 on tar, assald ti~ trou})s soon enough i,~nd \"L;'j t:Cb.p}""d an!: 
:,'>IOl'~' inflicting ma.l~ casual titH:l. 

similal'ly 
fail t9 
killed 

Unl~ \;(.lmded .P0W WJ.S CI;,ptUXed in the second encouutel'i' aw:t in prc= 
.. h,inar;y int~r:toga.tion revealed information c"ncernine, hIs mi~::;ion9 unit lo::,;atio,. 
c,t.'.1 futu! e j :d,entions. He claimed to be a squad lead I-I iL an infantry ba.ttt· hon 
',,'i,il!il had bee!. operating in the area for about one mOl1tho 

Assorted documents and propaganda leaflets were <;a.!,twea and f'u):war.dcd to 
.1. E:oiment. Included amoni'; tne documents was a list of squad Glcmbt'l i::: add Ul1i t 
ll!:mti fio"" ti,Ollo '!'hI) prollagarlda. lean ets \iere tne 8llme~ all containing a 
;'htC11~cllt by Be:ctI;;~nQ hU;isell (.f~k;i.nl" L.~. troops not '';0 fic'.ht; i.n Viet Nam. 
'the le.~fleto ';:el e publi8h~,;'(1 Ly Uw Natioll:.il LibmaUon Fr01.i. o 

' .. 'ile en~my emploYtid s}Jo!:8dic i:;2mr .. iWJ 60rrun morta.r fir E. 8.6CJ.imit the 
c"i.'''.i lei llt:. co lUlIIns of t. ':! B1'.(' on 11 November 1967, 

.411 the NV! KI.1's W8l:e by boo,y C()Wlt I.um "1 e.: e col41irmed kill~. 

'!. ~sio_., FrOf.l 6 throuGh 9 November 679 and from 12 to it llovember 1//9 i:U1~1 
1/3 !':Al trw mh:nioft (')1 llivlsion HE!IWrve. On 1(; IjOVei,.b",·r 07 BI,l' 1/3 ",..;/3 

ciilce:tcd t movE' to un ,«t,t,:.ck pod tion vicini ty 'iJ Ll3W2 jU:lt snolt of tur:. 
h",(~,. At l;-llw~.J' OU lJM:';o,y c~t·tdck to t:'u;> north a.cro:·:, 1,(,.: tIi,eo to seize 
ob~iective B. Jiolloy,'in:! seizUlc of vbjeetivf! B, att',)(~k 'v:efr1, and S .. iZf! ... 
objectives :u 1i~1(~ l~e Following seizuJ:(~ of ()b.jf~ctive lei OJ. 0"0";( ~ wi thd;u" ~ 
, 'J'h Southeast uno (iH'Ct':; i,lf;,::;C'!t,I.l,Y ',1:':". "'i(::init,~' 1236(..1/1 0 

;:,M;cu.tior.. B1Jl' 1/3 ()CGW.li,:,l defcn.1ive P0:Jitj.;::lU.i;';.!," \Jdni_t,'1 of C-j 
G.:-;''r7~ou;"h 9 h()vcmbE~ 67 as Division Reserv,'. On 10 and 11 November 
,;'i~ ~iw BL:'" .".')vi:!d .. JiLt, two up and two back to the flttack positioJ1, and 
l<U lhe: til€) same formation uw::: ng the aesual t 011 objectives BI/D and E9 

Tbf 81'lJ .. ( r'vl't::,-" plrtt·,)on provided dhect support i'ires frCJm a static pOf;ition 
, i. y, •. ",', sta. tion 1 •• ;,.1: Con 'rhieno The withdrawal from the assigned assembly 
•• ~3 at c-3 to Jong Ha war;; b~' tu.ctical motor march. BLT 1/3 remai.ned Division 
.~.,el've whil A a L Duns Ha vn til 0900 16 November 670 ',llhe BLT was on 30 minute 

;,0:1(;', f. J po.c:fliblc corurJit'nnt frolll 121900H Wltil 160900H November 19670 

C:;.UjOH 
v:.n'))H 
,)L10~UH 

BL',ll chol:-'}J{~d Op Con from 4ti. Haril.,s to 91;[1 i,,~itlf'~' 
Imi ts of BLJ: 1/3 havt~ arrived 3.t l.:,'iJO it) 

COmpfHlJ C h(~!!l:d moveme.lt in fron:, of' their Hnes ;,1; OOOlo. 

135620. '.1'hcy fired 2 1.<,)1111(;8 of "all axrns l'.i;CE; "" .. e) th.rew 
~ h-:?6 grenades wi th negative retil.4lts, 

• I 
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0619QOH 
062100E 

O'71900H 
071 945H 

Obl900H 
o 91020H 

0919QOH 
092210H 

092245H 

100745R 

101605R 

lOl900R 
l10630H 

llv)30H 
1l1030H 

111l20H 

lll500R 

111545H 

l1l600H 
lll715H 
1 119QOH 

loll '1{,1 t no~i tiona ax e the same I> ceordo 1366200 
i uompaIlY C listening poet reported 1 mertax round 
81' an unknown size landing 200 meters weat of cO(lrdo .1366200 
.~l un1~ positions are the same\) o.ordo 1366200 
Comp:l~ ! wwb ... sh patrol observed 2 VO IIIIv1ng nuth from coordo 

133618. The pa.trol opened fire with small arms and threw 1 
1-1",26 grenadeo A.!teJ: receiving 1 incoming grenadep the patrol 
saw 1 VO being drae-ged <n:D.YG They opened fire again and later 
swept the &xea with negative resul tao 1 VC K:a pr.bable was 
creditedo . 

ill un! t poai tiona are the samep COOIdo 1366200 
Company i. pa.tIol received 1 incoming chi(;om grel~e from 
e. VO at ooordo 125624. The pa trCll returned fix: e with M=16 g s 
and 2 M-79 rounds arid swept the area wi +h negetive resul tso 

All unit posi tions are the samep coerdo !i66~ 
Company B had IIM:)vement on theil: lett!la.; at coordo 1406190 
They tlu:ew gz. d'lEI.des and fired several rounds of M=16 wi th 
negative resultsG 

.... message was reoeived fro. the 9th Marines ooncex:ning the 
move to coordo 133702 staxting at 0600 the 10th of NDvembero 
BLT 1/, is on the move to reach the attaok pos! ti01J at coord.o 
1337020 
Comp~ i sustained 1 Marine 'WU at ooordo 133694 fl:om a short 
artillery roundo 

~1 unit positions are the samep ooordo 1406920 
Cempany D while attacKing regimental objective B was taken 
undex fire at p"int blank Lange by automatic and semiautematic 
small arms fir€o The Nil ... were in well concealed bunkers and 
number ed appI Qxiill8. tely a jJ la tOOD4 Elements of Company D &: eturned 
tire and accoWlted for 'j I.H. con!$ They aho ca.ptured 6 1ndi vdual 
weaponap 26-60ram mor+-ar :rounds!) 2 chic.m grenades\) 1 J:R' mine\) 
nump.%'oue '., i teme .£ equipment al'ld asserted d..cu.enteo Cempany D 
sustained. 1 KIA aM 15 wu., 
Objective Bsecured by Company Do 
Company! discovered a NY! manufaotured mine at coord o 125114& 
The mine was disarmed and sent to s..2o 
Company l boated a bunker at cocrdo 1247140 tJlf,rseafohing 
it 15 82mm mortar rounds\) 2 RPG containerA\) a.nd 25 'IOOvt shGltgun 
shells wex. e founde ENexything was blown in placeo 
CGmpany B searohed a tunnel oomplex at o~ordo 122112 with negative 
resulteo ~he tunnel was destroyed by C-40 
Company D While attaoking through objective D made contact with 
an estimated squad of NY!. well dug ino They physically assa.u! ted 
the NY! poei tiona and killed. 6 and. captuted 1 :fWo 'l'hey aleo 
captured 3 riflesp 1 li "1 ,t :r.a.chinegung 4 ohioom ~ ens.des~ numerous 
i '\e ••• r. equipment am assorted d.~ument80 C.mpallY D euf£ued 

·1 Marine KIA ,ud 1 'WIlo 
Objective D seoured by company Do 
Objective E secured by company Do 
ill un! t po 8i tiona ar e "he same p coordo l23666p 
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120845H 

121345R 
121645R 
121645H 
122000H 
131jOOH 
140800H 

14l900H 
1,19QOH 
lb09QOH 

DECLASSIFIED 

• '. ..t , .. , .... ,' e" 
BL'!' 1/3 received mes~la.ge from 9th Marine. conCeIning a truck e 
IDOvement to Dong Hao I 

BLT 1/3 moved out on a ~a.ctioa.l ' •• 1IIa.%IOh t. 0-341 
BLT 1/> arrived at ~3.. . 
BLT 1/3 depaxted C~l. for Dong Rao 
HI.T 1/"; a.r.tiVec1 at !long Ha . 
.111 units of BLT II} were in Dang Hao 

BLT 1/3 delilisnated as Regimental reserve for Phase III of 
Operation KEN'rUCKY II. C.mpe.n;y B provided a reactionary 
element fOI the 9th l-WUNESc 
.111 units .r BLT l/~ were in Dong 11&0 
.111 units of Bm' II were in Dong Hao 
BLT 1/; ohopped f10m the 9th MARINES and reverted to C'l'G " 
79040 BLT l/~ has 'rEm>'1INATE.D it I S part in CJlIERATION Kl';N'fUCKY II e 

90 Results 

, 
, .... _ .. , .... _ .... 4,.' .• , 

ao Enemy lps~)eB 

14 KU C01~FlIiHlID (1 confirMd as a reeuli .t AIRSTRIKES=BDA 11 Nev= 
eaber 1961 ~i 
1 KU pl:\jI"b~b1e (6 probab1es as a result of AIRS'ri:~lKES=BD.A. 11 NovembE::! 

1967) 
1 NV.1 PW 

bo weapons Cap tur ed 

4 AX-47 .Assault Rines 
5 tiKS Carbines 
1 BiD Y~hinegun 

26 60mm Mortar RoWlda 
6 chicom gl. enades 
2 U Kines 
1 AT MiM 
1 3057 Ino Rlt Round 
6 .A.K.47 Magazines fully loaded 
1 Bel t Rl'D MG AIIIIILO 
9 Clips SKS Carbine !rome 
1 Machete 
2 Gas lJIl'l.sks 

15 82ma M.~tar Rounds 
25 ReUIds "00" Shotgun Shells 

.1ssexted al.thing 

n •• if 

Asse~ted 782 gear 
~reyagand. leaflets 
Assorted documents 
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• 
"5 KU. (1 WI!. died before the opera:tien terminated) 

12 Vlll. 
4 WI!. (NE) 

e(> PRImLY EQUI?MENT LOST OR DES'lROYEl? 

1 .IN/rRc-25 Radio d estr o~ (;" • 

. ....".' .' 

" , \ I 

ae FO~TAL., Mall was delivered while BLT 1/, was in 8. reserv~ p~stw:e, 

:;. LOGISTICSc Logistical Support was provided :fl.:em the ~stablished 
L31 Dong Ha on D~l Via resupply trucks. .ln addi~ional meal pel: 
individual was obtained on D-day and del,Lveted to BLT 1/3 Via LV'lPo 
Only class V and 11m! ted Class II pried ty re.supply Vb-S e1'1'ectedo 
No particular problems Clr difficulties were encounte.redo 

~. '.mEll'l'hE~"T of CASUALTIES AND EVACU.lTION • .111 Casual ties/Casual ty 
l!ql.dpment were evacuated to Coo» l8t Med Bn Derlg Hao Casualty reperts 
Wel: e relayed through the L51 Dong Ha to the BLT 1/3 Rear Via land 
line or ;;;-jel. ". 

Co QQ~'lmCA.I.'IuNiJc LQtiJL1C communications Wele effeoted via HST 
"net./)- Communications OVH.'lll was excellent pal:ticula.rly considering 
the wet wea. ther condi tiona encountm: ed. 

110 COi·iMANDili' is .lNALY~ISo The suc:oesstul completion ot BLT 1/3' s assigned 
m.ission~ to seize objeotives B, D end E vas due to several factors o 

8,0 Adequate dispersion so as not to otfer a desirable artillery ~ mortar 
or roclcet target. 

b o Use of appropriate formations in relation to the terrain and ... ohanging 
situations, to ensure all round security. 

Co Immediate aggressive reaction by the tire teams end squads when taken 
under fire. 

do Adherence to the sound basic prinoiples of offensive tactics o 

eo Tilooly and proper employment of supporting arms. 
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lLi~.,1.;) ~U i'lH.T J':1l.S 
.b9.t.tll.llon ~3.!lding 'l'eru" 1/3 

9th Marine Jmphibious Brigade 
FPO, San Fr811cisco 96002 

ptroml Oommanding Officer, Battalion Landing Team 1/3 
TOI <:omander Task Group 79.4 

Subj a Combat Operations After Action Report. 

t·. 

3/pED/lja 
5050 
5 December 1967 

Ret. CTG 79.4 Frag Order ot 21 November 1967 tor OperatiOD BALLISTIC ARCH 
CTa- 79.4 OPLItN 12tJA-67 

Encla (1) Operation OVerlay 

1. Code Nama. Operation BALLISTIC ARCH 

2. Dates g! Qp=-e.tign. 240700H \November 1967 to 2712)QH November 1967. 

3. TOCat1 an. Cam. La District, Quang Tri Province. 

4. Tesk Oti'n1zat1oD 

BNT 1/3 
H&SCo (-)CRain) 
net (-) H~n, 3rd MarDiv 

Dat J1sbursing Section 
Det Postal Section 

Dat Btry A, 1st Bn, 12th Nar(lll Tm) 
Det Hq BtrY I 1st Bn, 12th !lIar (NGF Ln Tm) 
Oet 26 Mar \Radio Relay) 
1 st Clenx'ing Plat (Rein), Co B, 3rd Hed Bn 
net 15th Dental Co 
Jot 3rd Serv Bn, togisticl.cal Support Unit 
net (-) Hq Co, 9th l-1AB1 lvJ.litary Police 
31mm Horter Platoon (-) (2 Sections) 

Co A (Rgin) 
00 A 
Fe Tro, Btry A, 1st Bn, 12th J.1ar 

LtCol GOODALE 
Capt LARIMORE 
Capt YELLIG 

Lt JOHNSON 
LT JG ST ARGER (USN) 

Lt KANTER (USNMC) 
Lt MCGINN (USIOO) 
Lt KENNEY 

Lt BERKHElSER 

Capt Ht.NCOCK 

Oet 2nd Pla.t, Co B, Jrd SP Bn (EST) 
Det 2nd Plat, Co A, 3rd I:ngr Bn 
De't H&S Co 

Det Intel SFlct 
Dat Comm l'lat 
Det Med Plat 

lstBn, 3dMar ~ & .::; '<: .. 00 '/15 -/"1 .. ,
Copy ~Q. f of ;. ~ Copies 

Det TACP 
1st Sect, g~mm Mortar Plat 

'~ .. 2!#1M>"lfAB, Milit8l1' POliC: IMoo~~~~~iii~lEIDl , 
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DECLASSIFIED 

en B (Rein) 
Co B 
10 Tm, Btry Ap 1st Bn~ 12th Mar 
Det 2d Plat ~ Co B, 3rd Sf Bn (HST) 
Det 2d Plat, Co A, 3rd Engr Bn 
Det H&S Co 

Det Intel Sect 
Det Comm. Plat 
Det Med Plat 
Det TACP 

2d Sect 91- Mortar Plat 
Det Hq Co, 9th MAS, Military PolIce 

Co C (Rein) 
Co C 
Fe Tm, Btry A, 1st Bn, 12th Mer 
Det 2d Platp Co B, 3rd SP Bn(HST) 
Det 2d Plat, Co A~ 3rd Engr Bn 

Det Intel Sect 
Det Comm. Plat 
Det Med Plat 
Det TAGP 

Det Hq Co, 9th MABp Military Police 

Btry A J.:-J (Rein) .. ...1st. Bn 2 12th Mar 
Btry A 
Oet Ho B"try, 1st Bn, 12th Mar 

~ • 2~ 14::tt!ta\ :~tt'y, 2>3 'Flo .. 12th MW: 

itth Plat (Rein) ft CQ A! 5th Wrac Bn 

3d Plat (Rein). Co G, 3d Tank Bn 
Det H&SCo 3rd Tank Bn 
3d Plat~ Co 01 Jrd Tank Bn 

2d Plat (-) (Re~......gQ B, 3d SP Bn 
2d Plat, Co B ~ ;rd SP Bn 
Det H&SCo, 3rd SF Bn 

2d nat, (~)(~in), Co AJ...1!:d Engr En 
2d Plat Cb A, 3rd Engr' Pn 
Det H&'c)~o, 3rd Engr Bn 
Det Engr Supt Co, 3rd Engr Bn 
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capt SCHEIB 

Capt OSGOOD 

Capt XENYON 

Capt PATTERSCN 

Lt KAUFMAN 

Lt BUCKLEY 

Lt WDlER 
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• 

Lt GARDNER e 
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1st Plat (Rain), Cp A, 3:rd Nt Bn 
1st Plat, 00 A, 3rd AT Bn 
Dat H&SCo, 3rd AT Bn 

1 st Plat (Rein), Co B, 3rd Hr Bn 
1 st Plat, Co B, 3rd Mr Bn 
Dat H&SOo, 3rd Mr Bn 

1st Plat (-), Cb Bt 3rd Recon Bn 

Bm'Reserve 
Co D (Rein) 

Co D 
FO Tm, Btry A 1st Bn, 12th Mar 
Dat 2d Plat, Co B, 3rd SF Bn (RST) 
Dat 2d Plat, Co A, 3rd Engr Bn 
Oet R&seo 

Det Intel Sect 
Oet Comm. l1.at 
Det Mad Plat 
Det TACP 

Oet Hq Co, 9th MAE, Military Police 

... 
SSgt AI.ID 

tt BYSTEm' 

Sgt GEERTS 

Capt RICHARDSON 

5. su,'port1ni Forcoa. Due to lack of enem;y contact, the requirements for 
strict adherence to rules of engagement, and the open friendliness of 
indigenous personnel in the AOA, little use was !J¥l.de of supporting 
forces available to the BLT for actual oombat. 

a. Artillery SummarJ. ('n threat support artUlery fires were provided by Btry A, 1st Bn, 
12th Marine s located at 345($5. 
( 2) General support artillery fires were available from the LVTH-6' s 
of 1st Arrrtrao Bn, located at 3lJ3(;f:)7 and from the 12th Marines. 
(3) Ammunition Expenditure 

HE 105 rounds 
WP 0 rounds 

illum 1 round 
(4) Missions fired 

Observed 1 Illumination 
Unobserved 34 Harrassment and Interdiction 

b. NaYAl Gunfire Spmmary. Four Naval Gunfire Ships were available for 
use by BU1/3, however, no naval gunfire missions were required or 
utUized. 
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c~ 81 ... Mil Summarz. BIIr 1/3 placed its crgOnia g1 ... lIorhrs in Gen~~ 
support for the operation. Only- one mission was fired and it consisted 
of two rounds of S1mm. mortar illumination. 

d. Air Sum!Mn. During the operation, BLT 1/3 utUized twelve UB-1E sorties 
in a cover/fire suppression role. Twelve sorties were flow in support_ 
the BLT by the CTG 79.4 starf aerial observer either in an unarmed 'UH..1" 
or an H-34. Four command and control missions were flown to enable the 
battalion commander to better evaluate the terrain and observe and control 
movement during the operation. All resupply- was effected by H-34 and all 
routine medevac's were extracted by the resupply helicopters. 

6. Intelligence, Prior to oommenoement of the operation, there were reports 
of va and VC sympathizers north of Grid Line 72 and possible rocket caches 
located within the AOA. An Armed Propaganda Team with Co A obtained a 
list of names of VC and VC sympathizers in the HamletMai Xa Thi on the 
night of 24 November 1967. At approxiJllately 0845 on 25 Nove.mber, elements 
of Co A discovered a fifteen year old boy Whose name was on the list. The 
youth readily admitted to being a VC for the past two months. lA:lca.l. 
inhabitants reported that the VO had moved both north and west as Marine 
elements approached the villages in the area. • 

Only one minor contact with the eneM1 was reported. On 25 November 
at 2125, an unknown number of VO fired small arms into a position occupied 
by a Co D ambush. 

There were no mining inoidents or other harassing activities, as the 
ene~ chose to avoid contact and apparently moved out of the area. 

7. Mission. At L-Hour, on D-Day conduct a helicopter borne as~au1t into LZ 
Robin (YD ~7fR4), aJ.ternate LZ Cardinal (YD 3O~370g). At H-Hour conduct 
an amphibious assault over Green Beach (center coordinates In 324720), 
Cbnduct initial search and destroy operations against NVA.jVC to southwest. 
Subsequent movements on order CTG 79.4. Designate reserve company to be 
committed on order OTG 79.4. 

8, Ooncept of Operations. 
a. Commencing H-Bour, D-Day BLT 1/3 landed over Green Beach in LV'!" s 
and LCM's with two companies in column} seized and secured the beach 
and approaches thereto, and on order moved abreast in a coordinated 
search and destroy operation to the southwest attacking and seizing 
objectives 1 and 2. 
b. Oommencing L-aour, D-Day- BLT 1/.3 landed one company by helicopter 
in LZ Robin, seized and secured the LZ, and on order moved in a 
~oordinated searoh and destroy operation to the southwest, to attack 
and Flebe objective.3. One Company was assigned init .. ~s.S.ll re 
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aboard the LPH including a Sparrow-Hawk platoon size reaction force. 
This comPany was released to the control of BLT 1/3 and landed in LZ 
Robin, assuming the mission of BLT Reserve. 
d. Objectives 4, 5, and 6 were attacked and seized with two co~anies up 
and two baok, followed by an amphibious withdrawal of all BLT 1/3 elements 
from White Beach (centered coordinates 339700). 
e. See operation overlay, Enclosure (1). 

9 • Exemltion 
SeqnenCA of Ebc~nta 

24Q70dH Company B landed on Green Beach 
240700H First elements of OoropanyO landed in LZ RObin. 
24070$ Company A landed on Green Beach. 
240745H illa Command arrived LZ Robin. 
24Q81oH Companies A and B were on Phase Line GOAT. 
240825H First elements of Company D landed in LZ Robin. 
240920H All units of BLT 1/.3 on Phase Line RAT. BLT objective 1 

secured by Company B. 
24121dH B~ Objective 2 secured by CompanyB. 
241225H Companies A and C on BLT Objective 3. 
2414QOH CTG 79.4 objective A seoured by BLT 1/.3. 
241SOOH Frag. Order #2 given to aJ.l units of BLT 1/'3. 
241900H Unit Positions l Company A coodinates 28667';' Company B 

coordinates 2S7677, Company C coordinates 286675, Co1l;J8.nY 
D coordinates 286674. 

25085QH Company A apprehended one VC who was posing as a buffalo 
tender at coordinates 287673. He was identified from a 
vi~.1age blaoklist· carried. by a member of the AFT. 

2;o945H BLT objective 4 secured by Company C. 
251 aloH BLT objeotive 5 secured by Company C. BLT objeotive 6 

seC'lll'ed by Company B. CTG 79.4 objective B secured by BLT 1/3. 
251820H Frag Order #3 given to all units of BLT 1/3. 
251900H Unit Positionsl cro~any A coordinates 223705, Company B 

coordinates 282706, Company C coordinates 267705, Company D 
coordinates 284705. 

252125H A Company D ambush received incoming small arms fire at 
coordinates 286706 and relocated their positions. 

26073dH BLX 1/.3 commenced a deliberate search and destroy operation 
toward the Somhwest. ' 

261200H BLT1/3 arrived at a locatiOn near the lOOuth of the north 
bank of the Cua Viet River. 

26160dH APT I S were detached from BLT 1/3. 
261800H Frag order 14 given to all units of BLT 1/3. 
261900H Unit Positions: Company A coordinates 333704, Company B 

coordinates 337707, Company C coordinates 333704, Company 
D coordinates 3.37704. 

27070;H Beach Jumper Units detached from BLT 1/.3. 
270715R BLT 1/3 commenced an amphibious vithdrawal from White Beach 

ooordinates 339700. 
271145H ,. BLT 1/-a """ ...... , ",t.AIl the ampM,bious withdrawaJ. from White Beach " ..... ~ .... -. I MOOU$~WME~~~ f 
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2'7120oH Operation ,BALLISTIC ARCH was terminated for BLT 1/3. Br:r 1/3 
was chopped Op-Con to the .9th Marines. 

10. Roaylta. 
a. Friendly Losses. None 
b. Enem;r Losses. OnA POW 
c. No equipment, ordnanoe, food,or supplies of eny type, belonging 

to the enemy were found or oaptured. . . 

11. !!!ministrat!ye :Matters. 

a. POSTAL. Mail was delivered while BL'l' 1/3 was in a defensive posture 
with normal resupply • 

• 

b. LOGISTICS. No logi,tics problema of any kind were encountered. Ul 
resunply was effected by helicopter, utilizing company landing zonee, 

·Medevacs were flown o~t on resupply helioopters. C-rations were provided 
for all meals but one, which oonsisted of sandwiches, fruit and coffee 
flown ashore from tJile ships of ARG Alpha. 

12. Cgmmander's Anslysis. 
A. In the area of communications, six frequency changes were required due 
to mutual interference with each other, or with other stations op~ating 
in the immediate Vicinity. One irequency was assigned to both BLl' 1/3 and 
1st Bn 11th Marines. ..A 
b. Surf oonditions for the landing of LV'l" S ove:r Green Beaoh were marginal ~ 
H-Hour J and t'esul ted in the LVT' s taking on a considerable amount of sea wter. 
At times the water inside the LVT t S was knee deep. Also two Marines were 
swept from the top of the LVT's into the sea; fortunately they were rescued. 
c. Intelligence concerning the AOA appeared to be somew.hat outdated, or 
inaocurate in regard to the current ene!l\Y' situation. No fighting boles, 

bunkers or fortii'icatlons of any kind were uncovered during the operation. 
Further indications of enemy activity were negligible except for one 
incident on the night of 25 November when Delta Company's ~mbush :received 
several rounds of incoming small arms fire. The area appeared to .be quite 
pacified and the indigenous personnel were very friendly. 

13. Recommendations~ 
a. That a closer check be made by the frequency ooordinator at Division 
level to prevent two units being assigned the same frequency, or frequencies 
elORA enough to cause mutual ,~terference. ~ 
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b. That better inf'ormation on sea and surf' conditions be obtained prior 
to landing elements by surface means over the beaeh. Surf' conditions were 
considered hazardous for landing the LVTP-5's. 
c. That the intelligenoe colleotion ef'fort in the AOA covered by Btr 1/3 
be reevaluated. 

• W. GOODAIE 
Lieutenant Colonel, u. S. Marine Corps 

COJllJllS.llding 
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