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2. lAcationa 

a. 1-10 October 1907 

b. 10.19 October 1967 

c. 19-23 October 1967 

d. 23-25 (btober 1907 

e. 20-31 October 19b1 

3. Staff Officers 

Executive Officer 

S-3 
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.!faa t with Il'G 79.4 

Ope~ution MEDINA RVN 

Operati0n LIBERTY II/FREMONT RVN 

Camp b'vana RVN 

c.p eI:<;, tion GHANI'l'E RVN 

LtCol R. W. GOODALE 

Lt E. W. STEHLING 

Capt C. G. JURDAN 
(1-4 October 196'() 
Lt MAT5'ONUTO 
(4-7 October 1967) 
Capt SCHEIB 
(7-31 OotobeI: 1967) 

Major F. D. FORD 

Cap t l'. N. lllill.'ffiRIX 

ii. .~vera.e;e Mouthl:v; ~trength 

Offi.cers ---oJ 
Enlisted 

150? 
O£,fice~s 

8 
Enlisted 

87 

PART II 

Othel:S 
None 

NA.RBA'fIVE SUI'!l~..ARY 

Duritig tr'lf.; fiIst nill/;) days of October 1967 t BLT 1/3 was embarked abo.·::r-d tr:e 
.:hi; ~ of 'i'G 7;;.4 wuicrgoing rehabilitation of ,t1el'sonnel and equipment. 

un 10 October 1967 BLT 1/3 conducted a helicopteroorne assault in tbe: 
v; ':.: ':'r.tty of YD 587445, and moved immedia. tely to blocking posi tiona north ;, 
s0l.J.L!l uf th.:- Song Nhung Rivm:. C()llJ.pany D established a blockin~~ positio!. 
YD :~b:)4):;. Comv:'ni'?s A, B, C and We::; estabUshcd a blocking position at 
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YD 376430. Both b1ockill6 posi tiona WeI e in support of a. two Battalion sweep 
f:CUIL west to east througt! et.en.y base ax es. 101. 

On the filst night of the opera.tion, ct"de named MEDI1U •• 8 concentrated 
f:l,ttt-l.ck was conducted by an estimated company size NYA. uni·~ on the left flank 
of CCiunpany C. Enemy oontact for the remainder of the opel:ation cunsisted 
of night time probes and nwnerous dey time sighting.,. 

On 19 Octobet 1967 Gpez:ation MEDINl. was tetminated and. BLT 1/, moved 
by truck and foot to blockintVsoreening post tions west of Highway #1 and 
the I:aill:Qadbetween Hai Lang and Phong Dian. Code named CJ.peration LIBbJ.i.TY 
IIj:FLLEHONT, the )lurpose of the opera.tion Wall to prevent disruption of national 
elections by VO/WI. elements. Enemy contact consisted pdma.rlly of f12:e team 
an<.1 sq uad enco un t ex s. 

()pelation LIB!.!.RTY II/FREMONT tl:lrminated on 23 October 1967, and all 
elemeilts of BLT 1/3 were moved by truck to Camp l!,'vane tGl prepare for Operation 
\if ... ~,ITl!;. 

On 26 OctGbe; 1967, ~~ra.tion GRANITE c~mmenced with a he1icopterborne 
a::lSllult into the Hai Lang }'(Jrest a.rea in the vicinity of Y.D 471236. The purpose 
of LrlLU'ITE was to cenduct So tb.reugh search and destrey eperation in Enemy Base 
Cwrop .\zea 114. Contact wu.s made ""i tho the enemy .l.l.t. all dUections dudng the 
ope:ru.tion. The most significant contact was made by C.mp~ B in the vicinity 
vI 433217 en 29 Octobez: 1967 where heavy automatic weapons fire was recieved. 

At the end or the xeport1I1& period, BLT 1/3 wa.s still on Opera.tion GRANITE. 

SBQUEN'l'IA1, l~TS'l"'ING OF SIGNIFICANT h'VENTS 

1. Sequence of Events 

1-9 October BLT 1/3 c0nducted extensive rehabilitation of both P)XSOlUlel 

a.nd equipment. All pel:sonnel I1tterderl a beach pa:ri~y .,.t China 
Beu.ch during thf' llt'lriod.. WeallOll8 .received technical inspectien 
a.nd wet e tnen fired for both zero and fam1liarization. 48 

'. ~ . 

required, heavy equipment and crew served weapons were moved 
ashore for maintenance and repair. 

10 0ctober Operation Medina commenced with a he~icopterbolne assault 
by BLT 1/, at coordinates 388445. Units then moved to assigned 
blocking positions. Ce ~ 375430, Ce B 381421t Ce C 312428, 
Co D 353452, B&S c. 316430. During the day one US}f£ .IIA and 
one "[;~c WU(NE) were sustained, One t:lighting of t~,;. 
camoufluged BYA was reported and an artillery missicL called 
wi th negative results. 

11 October Ccmpar~ C sustained seven· USMC KIA. 14 USMC WIA and 4 USMC 
WI! (NE), when a 40 to 50 man WI. fo:rce as saul ted the left 
flunk platoen at cOQ:rdinates 374416. En~ losses in the action 
"'eLe six NVA KIA confirmed, three WI. captw:ed along ·,d th 
asco. ted weapons, gear and ammunition. In other aotions during 
the d~ seven u~ro WIA.'s were sustained in small unit actions. 

amr"·SSllDD 
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14 uctober 

l5 October 

16 w tc !Jer 

lb Uoiobe.r 
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COlDpuny D I.:lustained 1 U~iC KIA and 2 U~)IiJC VilA I. (w!. I; : 'J \.() I. 
1 (!ct)ivcJ. Cluto!:\i),ti(; IJ8apOnS fi.r'e at CO()l:(,~.inCl;t«; 34(,442. '1'[1(,' 

T'~mainder of the day';j :J.C~ivitilH:l \1~Le oha.ra(;tel:iz.,d uJ 
mOl: tel.: fmC! ani per i'ir e 1'1 OJl\ the enemy. '1'1.'0 mor I~ U Si';C IdA I S 
\'«(,0 ~;"stli:J~dlJy GOffil):J.flY D as Ii 1 esu.lt .1' thee .. t ('1;ic:. 

M. .Dattt'll,/l ,;ize sweep W;.L; conduct.~d t", find i.l. suiL ..• "h 
bl~ki!lB positIon to the HLltm,est .r coordinat;.s 376430. 
Due ttl the thick vee,. tl'.l.tion a :sui table piece vi Lllnj.11 

C0tdd !lot oc fOWld and the ilL,Ill retu:rnedto the o1:lt'ir.al 
l)od ti01W. Compa.l\}' D obsexved apploxima tely 2:> p l'r SUUlwl, 
some of wbioh w€:r e armed, at coord 329452, and clilled an 
artillery misI.;ion on them. they claimed 10 KIA pro babIes. 
in ether small unit a.ctions during the day, BLT 1/3 
su,stained 1 U;;;MC WIA ano. the enemy was inflicted with 2 
Kb confirmed and 5 KIA probable. Assorted i terns of enemj' 
equipment were also c~jp'tllled. 

Conthct 'Nith th~) enemy .remained light throughou.t the day. 
CQmp:::.ny C observed apPIoximately 7 VC drea"ed in helmen~s 
and fl>'1k jaokete :: ... ,·;ing toward their posi tiQn. ':lIhey fired a~l 
tilm mortar missJ,;, lind observed a green star cluster after 
the rounds impactf;:J. No friendlies were in t,;,e area. Company 
C also fou.nd a8sortcd equipment and documents. Company A 
found a 9mm chic om pistol. 
Company 1) at coordinates 362443 took 3 NYA under fire anti 
clilimed 1 Kll probable. They searciwrl the III ea and found 
2 weapons, 2 tlansistor radiI,s, and asso~ted geur. COntpc.dl,Y 

D at coordinates }61442 observed 2 sl1mpan'3 wi ti1 5 VC eaoh, 
One waE:; destroyed in the water and 3 KIA probables 'NtlJ:e 
claimed. In other aotions, 5 U::;MC personnel "e:: e 'il()WiG~;·l 
CJ._.d. thE' enemy suffered 1 KIA probable. Twu d"tdinees we;.e 
picked up by Company D. 
In a jointi(llt oy Gompany D add a. detachment of iI.i,VN~S, 
approximately 3 t"'!1;3 of rice ~iE~re evacutH.ted from cool:6,inat.q~1 
3U44)'). GontfJ,ct·, th. t~w enu;n,Y' wa..; spora.Hc and inclLltL:d 
OLl", surprise firing device Which was tripped. The BLT 
SUSTia.1ned 7 U~MC 1.'1 du:ring the day. 
CGmpany A observeu 30 to 40 personnel believed to be VC 
at coordinates 3b~j'1116. Before an artillery missiG)n (Jould 
be filed, a. cheCK ~t. e "las called because of the: presenoe 
of helicop·~E:ro. ''';113 axea waG covro:ed by aItille!'y after the 
helicopter £; IJft •. v. Vietnamese FRD member working wi ttl 
Company D was killed a.t coordinates 3ti3443 by a suprise firing 
deviseo In other B.ctiooa, a Company D patrol fired upon 5 
Vietnamese wh. tr:i ~a to run away. One girl was wOWl(led. 
Company D destroyed approximately:> tons of rice and a.sfJortea 
cahned foods foun-; ::l.t coordina.tes 3634670 
ComVany B 0 bserved opproxima tely lti VC moving nOJ: thwE'st 
c,t coordinates };3/2(\. .~ fire mb~si()n was calleU'1nd :; 
KIA pro b:...bl'3s we.:r e cl ir·l.:'!d. COlllI1'tJl.v D sustainc~ 1 U8NC 
wu. when a Surpxise Firing Devioe was detonated. In ether 
<lotions during line da.y, Company A sUstain€Jd. 2 U ..... MC \VIA IS. 
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19 oct.ber 

20 October 

22 oc tobe:t 
23 UGtoL(?I 

24-25 Co to ber 

27 uctober 
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Operathn Medina. was oonclUded with a withdrawal to an 
assembly area at c~.rdinates 4154770 Operatian Liberty 
II/Fremont commenced tor BUr Ii} (-) with a tactical 
fClOt JDaJ:ch to the above mentioned assembly areao FX.1ll 
there ~ Companies C a.nd IJ moved by trucks south a1Gng 
Na'60nal Route One to their respective dislDOWlt point so 
Cempany B moved by foot from Route ene to their acrecning 
pisition3 at coordinateE 423413 and 462393 respectively. 
Company A t the Alpha. oommand group and Alpha. BtrYII 1st 
Bn» 12th Marines. EHtabl1shed post tienB at coordinates 
415417 • 
Company B had two s~a.rate eng~AI.II:!HL~ wi th tJle VCo In 
the first9 all ambus\~ :T!flde contact with an unknown 
number vi VC at ooc:rciillates 41242uo One KIA ~rebable 
was claimed because :'!' moaning Stld evidenoe of drag marks. 
Oneum:c VIA (!~E), wall ~:ustained. In the second ~ a patrol 
svotted approximate'" l~ VC on a ridgeline at cfJf)rdinatet:l 
412419. The patrftl t,.ok them under fire and killed .na 
female VO and woun~') ano:-her VO who could not be 1'eWld. 
One rifle and amml.'niti.n were OAptured. In .ther aotions 
during the day ~ Com.l.any C sustained 1 USMC VIlA due to a 
Beo by TJ: ap. 
Cempany C detained t'i'; U1ti-le L;.ects at cooldinates 448393e 
'l'he P'! i ~l. found CL'illts of . tl AK-47 rifle and a W .. 1E 
Helicopter on one or the detainees. Enemy contact was 
neglig! ble for tile clay. 
No significant coriJt'''':. ~. ;,·s made with the enemyc 

Company D observea -GJC; moving southwest away frGm the 
river at coordint~t~:; '; 53720 'rhey were taken und~:J: fire 
\11 tils:l1 erma and oU lllortarso Company D searched tp.e 
mea. and os:: -Cured 4 VO t 5 wea:ponsp 3 grenades\! and 
aI.H;O! ted ~f;::.I. Company C a.H. (.Hended 1 ves at c,ord1natf;s 
452394. c{~ 'PM1Y D sustained 1 iJSt'lC WIA from a Suxpt'iSfl' 
Firing Devlceo At 1200h elements of TILT 1/3 (=) meved 
by trucks to Oa.lup 1'vans to end opprH.tien LIBER'ry n/FREM(;l,rr. 
BLT 1/3 used _thiz period to rE'hHbili tate perscmnel a.nd 
equipment at Camp b'vans. }:;m:phasis was placed on checkir.,< 
all weapons for proper funo tiOl:..i.,~ tlud ~eroillgo- Ne\." 
Buffe1.f ~";ere ·it;:.,Llled in all })"'16 I s" Oold wetiLtlll::I gc:::.:.' 
consi~'(,il!g of nn extra pcnchQ and Ii pClmcho liner WB" given 
to all perSQlillel o In adl.i tiong briefings and plans for 
Operation GRU.:~l;:: were conductE:'d. 
Operation GHAN1J.'E commenced for BL'!, 1/3 when C.mpllny B 
was helilift~~ into LZ MALLARDo aftet the LZ was secure 
the other uni ts of BLT 1/3 landed and established 
defensive posi tiens for th~ nignt J.round LZ MallaJ:d. 
Companies A and D secured objective 1 tit ccur.dinates 
469223. ., patul from Recon received small arms fire at 
coordinates 478243 and they sustained 1 U3-1C WIA. 

1 -
DECLASSIFIED 

I 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • ' •• • ,11 :. f· 

28 Oc tl)ber A. platoC)n fLom CI»Ulpa~ D received automatic weapons fire frem 
coordinates 46~222o The platoon fired a 60Illlll t'w r tar' Mis8ien 
with negative resultso The platoon suffer~d 1 U~MC KIA 
and 6 1,J;i:1G ~iU. Cempanies A and B secured objectivE: B. 

29 Oct.ber Company B spotted 4 NV~ with weapens at coc~dinates 4U1218. 
They opened file and killed 1 NYA cenfirmed. i'hey also 
oaptured 1 AK-47 and 2 chicom grenadeso Cew:p~]) called 
a 60mm Mortar hisaien en 4 VC at ooordinates 46~221 end 
claimed 1 va KIA probableo Cempany B sustained 2 u~,lMC 

WU when tbey received automatic weapons fbe from coordinates 
482217. Compan,y D sustained 2 USMC WI! when thay e),changed 
fire with 10 va at coordinates 476229. 

30 Octobe; A patrol fUIUl Company A exchaJl8ed small aIlill;l fire wj th 4 
VC at coordinates 41372270 The results of th~,s encountel 
were 1 USN" :i\:r~~ 1 VO KIA cenfirmed, and 1 VO KIA prebable. 
Compa~ B called an Artillery It'.1es1on at coordinates 4B321B 
where the~ '-'tlle receiving automatic fireo 'Mo KIA }J!ebnblf'. 
were credi iedo In other actions. the BLT susta.ined :; USloIC WIA. 

31 Oc tober Cempany.i:l made contact with an NYA patrol a.-I. coordihs,tea 
4822150 1:he exchange of Slilall arms r esul ted in 4 NY!. KIA 
(Gcmfin.cd) alIt: 3 ilK"47 i

, I-c,ptm'!. F'I!)~ UJIllC WI!. were 
sustained. Company D C)b:;.rved j vi.! through a starli{l:ht &Cope 
at coo:ro.:i.na.t~s 4752290 'l'bey fh,,;.i with a Machine gun and . 
claimed 3 AlA probableso Compe.;,'! D Cc.J.4\;;;.4 tin ~l o'JOl tax 
Mission on 4a autoDlatic weapon~ :Josi tion at courainates 
474237. lo'ive KIA prebables we], chLmed. 0pcra tien GJ:\ANITE 
was still in progress at the 131' .,j' the u:porting perio':' 

'~. Personnel 

a. Replacements' ~ V&iC OfficeIs~ 6 U5MC h, Listed 

b. Casual ties a 14 hh 0 10 WIA 

c. Awards: 1 SilVer ~t8r i 1 Bronze tltar j 8r.d 1 Navy Cemmend8tien Medal 

d. Pestal, Mail :-;)e:rvice was satisfac"';:)l:Y 

3. Administration. Due to the long separation of the administratien Ie~'I frem 

/ 
the Ba:ttalion~ "I.dminif.Jtratien became diffiolllt~ however, a.ll difficulties 
were evercome :::nd administration continued t" function wello 

4. ~nd Helationships. ht:l,ttalion Landing Teat'! 1/3 was <l'COll to the 1st 
Marine Regiment and the 4th Marine Regiment e.G shewn bel~w, but 1 emllined. 
ADCON to liLT 26 througho~t the reporting peri(", .• 

1-10 October QfOON eTG 79.4 
10-19 October OfCO,t./ ht I'm ine lcc.,iment r.r.....". 
19-~1 Oowber Cl'CON 4th Nar1ne he~iment ~~D'ID 

.~. e 
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50 ~lli6ence;. Oyuntien M@INA e Thro~heut \..la: opel'aUeno enerYl:,' activi ty 
censisted of sniping!) h8.l:rassing a.nd preblnc, tacticse Heavy contact. was made on 
one occashn9 when 40 to 50 lNA assaulted the ld"t flank of Company C in a night 
attack during l.i1e e~l:r m<>rninl~ hours of 11 0ct.ber 61 e As part of their 
harrasdng tti.ct.ico~ the 1'VJ. cmpl.yed small olucks of 'l1NT as satchd che,rges 
effensive type gI: enades for shock effect ag1'dnst it ::;tening pe sts and defeJ'lCli Vel 
p.sit~on~ a~ r~ght& These charges appeared to ha~e been projected over P 
relatively lOllf; distance by some type of eXpedient prepelling devicco 

Operatien LIllER'l'Y IIe Enemy contact \oiUS limi tf~d to scattered sniper 
activity and small~ fire team sized encounters. One noteworthy capture of five 
weapons ana feur PCi, 9 S was made by Cempan: JJ in a co~rdinated sweep of the 
~ong rl'hac .1& River wi th Compa.ny Co 

Opera.Uen Grud~I'I'E¢ The enemy contim,:.,;)Usly harraased BLT 1/3 by ope~ ating 
wi thin a few hundred meters of the frent LL1:es whenever pees! bleo '!he contact 
mQde by Company .R on 29 October 9 and explcI ted on 3C end 31 Ock,ber, is believed 
to be the outer perimeter defenses of a l<:t:·t;H ferce cpr'latinp in the area. 
The enemy WRS well aug Ing occupying fightlng holes dId bunkeJ :';. The enemy 
aleo f~ught frem the t:ree topsQ All the' '·0!11)l.lnS use(~ in the lJerimeter defense 
were automatic weapons" 

6. Air oUJlllua,r:Xo During the month of Octot"." ~ eighty seven sorties of tactical 
air were flewn in suppert of BLT 1/30 '1'he lollowing is a. breakdltwn .f sorties 
flo"m by t:vne8 

~ #. of SC!ITti~ 

Fixed w11'lg 48 

UH-IE 8 

l''lare ship 1 

T.AC(A)/AO 24 

The TAC(A)/.a.O mi:osion'S provided up to den ,;"..>l:IDa·"ion a.bout the onewY9 and 
served. as i.he ruosi effective means of contHillling fixed wing. 

rL'h.ere \IIele thi1:ty l'iedavac missions f10wn dw:inl< the uonth 0" Octobel'~ 
fifteen pdori typ and ten eoergencyo 'l'he total of person!'lel med~vaced by 
~qtegory were 25 routine~ 32 prierity and 21 emergency. 

1. _,ti.l.l"ry.~. Dir oct Axti11ery """por t on .pew tion g,CD! NA we. I] 
provided by Btr;v A. lstBn,) 12th Marines~ \." 11';' general suppo:':''':;:J~einforcl.nG ~ j 
firEcs 'Wcle Rv~i.Le.lile from lstbug 11th Mal:i· .'. 'with both 105;s an" 155 1 8. d 

On Opcra't.ion LIBERTY II~ direct supp ... , ;'tctillE:ry fir"" were providod ~ 
by Btl'Y L; l;:;tbn) i2th I.riarines9 with gener} supPQrt~ reiniccing fires 
available from both 3rdBn~ 12th" Marines and lstBn9 11th 11ax ines. 

Btry A~ J.~tJJ!l~ 12th heaine::) again providt.'<l dir~ct sUllport artillery 
for the BLT on Operation GHANl'fE wi th 3rdBn~) t?th Ml1rines in a. general support p 

reinforcin{' role. 
))u:rin2, the pH'iod (,6)vereci by this :repo:rt p 847 missions were fired it. 

su j1 ros:.U. ting in an expenditure of 9989:) rounds of amIDCl. 
9 .-.. 
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8. Lofisticse 

a. ~pl~. Du.dng this peri.d }}6 xl:lquisitiGlul:! were placed through FSR 
wi th 4lfo being cempletedo Operati.n MElJINA and Lllll!:R.'l'Y II/FREMONT were 
supper ted frow an LSA established by la-" Imine Reciment.. Class II supplies 
were furnished from eperating stocks aboard ARG shipping during Operation 
MEDlNA~ anu from the ~. ht l"1aI:1ne Regiment~ ifl limited quantities of 
c::onsumab!es dw:ing u,f>eJ'a tion LIB1RTY n/F'RUIH"iT. Legistical support 
for all classes of supply was provided fum the LS~ g 4th Maxine Regiment 
during Vpel:ation GRANITEo 
b. !1!!..ntena.nc~. Limited lst and 2nd echelon maintenance was acoomplished 
by those elements (,If the Bl,T remaining aboard ship during the p€ried 10 
through 31 October 610 ~mall arms and crew served weapons maintenance was 
el'i'ectea in t.~e field during a twCl 'll,W pedod 9 uy the contact team provided 
by FLOp DaNang~ RVN. 
c. ~ka t.illllo On 10 Oct~ber 67 sflect,ed. persennel and equipment debar'<ed 
in cOWltry to ptH. ticipa te in Operat.Lon !'IIJjJ)INA ... and subscql.lently 1n 
Operathns LI13hR'l'Y II and S!HA~'ITE. un 23 Qc;+'ebf>r 61 the USS Bello Glove 
L~ll-2 ",as :relieved by thp. USS Fcnt hari(!n LSD",,22G Un 26 Oc teber 67 the 
USS Washtenaw Cctunty LST 1169 relieved the USS Winst.n AKA~10. 

I'A:_..: IV 

.' , 

2. Operations LIB.I1l'J1J' U/g,".,i"UN'l' After Action Report. /. ;,.- '-c(d.< 
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lWDQ.UlRTJilRS 
Battalion La.nding Team 1/, 

9th Marine Amphibieus Brigade 
liO ~ fJan Franc! sco 96602 

• •• n7'5Z 

3/PDF/des 
5050 

• 

25 October 1967 

From! 
To! 

Itei's 

Commanding Officer 
Commalldi.ng Officer\) 1st Marines ~ lst Marine Division (Re1n)g FMF 

Combat After Actien Rep.rt (<1>eration MEDINA;) 

(ajlat Ma.r1nes CROR!) 128-67 (Operation MEDIn) 
(b Mapa , 850~OOO~ L10149 VIETNDh Sheets 64421~ IIi III9 aM IV .. 
(0 BLT 1/3 Frag Orde,t! #1 fer ~.rat1.n MEDIHl 

Encl. v (1) Overlay t. (P'ORD 128.61 

1. Code Nameo MEDlNA~ Search and Destroy Operation 

2. Dates and ~ation of Ol)e.ration~ lOOe,OH Oat.ber 1961 threugh 191000H 
Q.!tober 19679 Tinh Quang Tri Pr.vimel) Quan Hai Lang Secter9 RVN~ 

3. Command Hea.dQuart,en.. .leadqua.rters9 l.st Marines9 1st Marine Division 
(Rein}t FMF. 

Company .A 

Corr;pan"v B 

j31T 1/; b.l 

SUBORDINATE UNIT~ 

Ca.ptain MACK 

Captain LlRIMORE 

, ______________ Captain UNDES 

lltBn, 3dMar S & C ~~'''l. Oe> ((21 ~ (--7 
r_'1 No f""" '_ r ~~ " ~.~._ C(8.PtaiJrl BURLESON ) 

J.._""",-= .. ~:::. =='1'::::=.:":" =~=-=:::-~""--:J 10",,11 Oct.ber 1967 
Captain OSGOOD 
(11 October 1967) 

Oa.ptain RICHARDSON 

Ii!eS Co (~ .Li,~ Rein 

r" 

" 

.. ' 

lli: S Co r-r--
8lmm lIr.rtar Plat.on 
Det Btry .l. lstBn 12th lliar (LnTm) 
1st Cleaxing pla.t (Rein) Co B 3d Mid. Bn 
Det 15th Dental O. 

Capt HlCK 

Lt PARKER 
Lt JOHNSON 322 748 ;'~ 
Lt KANTER (USN) \ 

1st ~~at (-) Co :8 9 3d Reoon Bn 

DI'tllBDlED 

1 
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Lt OLIVER (USN) .1 

Lt mAll::IS 
(10 October 1967) 
SSgt BiLL 
(11 00 tober 1961) 
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Co i (Heir} 
('~ .l 
F() rrm Dix:y .l~ 13ti:Sn 12th Marines 
Det 2d i'lat (Rein) Co if) .~d Engr Bn 
Det 2d i'lat (ReLn) C. B~ 3d a> En (HST) 
Det .tl&:S C. 

Det Intel Se~ t 
Det Mad Plat 
1st Ser.:t 8l1I1m Morta.,r Plat 
Det Gom 1'18 t 

Qo B (Reinl 
Co B 
FO Tm Btry .l~) lstBn 12th Marines 
Det 2d FIe. t (Rein) tJe A~ 3d Engr Bn 
Det 2d Plnt (Rein) e. B0 3d 3> Bn (HST) 
Det ffi:S Co 

Det Intel Sec t 
Det Med }llat 
2d Sect 81rnm Mortar Plat 
Det COIWll PIa t 

Co C (Rein) 
Co C 
FO 'J.'m Bt:.r.y .l~ lstBn 12th liiannes 
Det?'i ;rlut (Rein) Co A~ ,d Engr Bn 
Det 2d l'lat (Rein) Go B~ 3d :=1" Bn (HST) 
Det ffi:S c. 

Det Intfll Sec t 
Det Med ~lat 
3d Sef3,t 8lmm Mortar l'lat 
Det Gomm flat 

Co D (Rein,} 
Cc;> D 
l'O Tm Btry .A ~ latBn lah i"lS.!'.ines 
Det 2d Plat (Rein) Go .1 i 3d Engx Bn 
Det 2d ?l.at (Rein.) Go B~ 3d Si' Bn (HST) 
Det ~S Co 

Det Intel Sect 
Det Med Flat 
4 th Sec t 81mm Nor tar P 1e. t, 
Det Com Flat 

2d Plat (-) (Rein) Co ,\ 3d EAA:r !,rl 

2(1 }'lat Co .!~ 3d Eng:r Bn 
Det H&S CI) 9 3d Engr Hn 
l'et Engr Supt 00 ~ 3d :mgr Bn 

2d r1at (~) (Rein) Co B 3d 'i en 
2d !'lat Co B~ 3d ::i' En 
Det H&;) Co~ ~d Sl' Bn 
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Capt LA.RIMORE 

Capt LANDES 

Capt BURLESON 
Capt OSGOOD 

Capt RICHARDSON 

I.t GARDNER 

. . 

'mmv:xsm 
S.'.f1tt m! Lt WYMER 
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o 0 • fID~©~bJ~~~~~~fID 
BtrY. (a) (Rein) lstbn 12th ~~ines 

1st Plat (=) (Rein) C. Bg 3d l'iT Br; 

Attachments and Retachments 
ao Attachmentso See Task Organizat1Gn 
bo Detacbmentso None 

5. Suppo~ting Iorces 

• 
Capt KENYON 

Lt BYSTEDT 

~ JJ:t1l1erYo Both dirt:lct a.nd general support artillery fires were avail­
able t. the BUC during Opera tien MEDlNA.o Btry A 9 1stBn~ 12th Marines 9 100e. ted 
at ooordinates 334467 ~ provided di.rect support !ires. General support was 
provided by the lstBn 11th ~~rines with 105mm and 155mm Howitzerso 

AmawL~ition Expenditure 
2036 rds HE 

89 rds WI' 
283 rds Il1um 

6 rds Smoke 

Missions Fired 
Observed 42 
Unobserved 48 
H & I 208 

(1) The 8lmm Mortax ,.'latoon )rov1ded additicmal dixect supp.rt fires 
for the BLT and accomplished the .followings 

!JnmU,ni tion Expendi ture 
1141 rds HE 
171 rds Illum 
258 rds 'WP 

Missions Fired 
Observed 102 
Unobsexved 27 
H&.I 56 

b. Ailr ljiup f! 01 to Due t,o the mi ssion assigned to the BLT a.rd the lim! ting 
ei'Iect of the weather ~ tl;l.ctica1 air supfJort was used em a limited basiso 
Durine; Opexation MEDIN.l.9 one fi.xed .. wing strike was conducted with a.n unknown 
E:"".o ulI .. 1E Gs were used lJlimadly i.r observation missions.. The BLT CCtmmander 

the Helicopter ~UB.dron Commander used UH-IE's for marking the landing 
zone for the ini tid wS.va of tz oop helicop tar So .ler ia1 Observer s wer e used 
on an a.verage of 1.5 h(.)urs per dayo Flaxe ships were placed on call nightly 
and we.re used on two nightso C & C helicopters were used by the BLT 
Commandex to enhance his evaluation of the tactical situationo Medevac 
helicopters evacuated 36 casualtie8~ some of which were during the hours of 
darknes56 '" 

6. Intell igence. Gener all,}' 9 throughout the operation enemy action was limi ted 
to snipeI and ha:rassint> aJld pr.obing activi ty& The exception being the night 
attack against the left flank of Company C during the early morning hours of 
11 OctobeJ: 19679 in which an estimated 2.5 to 50 NY! participatedo 322 748 

~"'l1"';J" 3 mtCT.asSIFIEJ) 
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- • • ~be VC/liVA. employed blocks of '£NT a.s satchel charges and eff'ensive=type 
breIl!.J.dec for shock efi'ect en listening posts and other pos! tions at nighto 
These Charg~6 a.ppeared to have been. IJrojected over a relatively long distance 
by a type of expedient p.J:opelling device. 

7. Hiesiono BLT 1/3 (~, }(I1ein) land by heUcopter vicinity YD 395450 on D=l an:l 
move to aeuigned aaselllbly a:reae During hours of darkness on D-l move to 
blocking! screening post tione (see operaUon overlay) ani Mmduct blocking,! 
screening operations. Be prepared to atta.ck to the SWo Be yrepaxed to provide 
one rifle ccmparw as :rf~gimental reseJ:ve for movement by helicopter Qr truck. 

0. Executiono ,At about lvOO}Oll October 1907 ~ Company C was landed in the land­
ing zone at noordinatetl ,bb445 and secured the laming zoneo Companies D and A 
followed respectivel;y ~ with COILi,a~ D immediately moving*out to establish 
a bluchng position north gf the Song Nhung Rivex at coordinates 353452. 
Alpha COllliW:ilid Group lifted into the landing zone 9 followed by Cowpany B. 
Btry A~ lstBn 12th l'~:l1ines wus lifted by eh-53 helicopters to the vicinity 
.r r.c.i1ang TIi Airfield G COl'pani.es"'~ B ani C with the Alpha Command Group9 
established bbckil'~ pc>si tions seuth of the Song Nhung River at coordinates 
373429 from which extensive patrolling and ambushing was cenducte6.e The 
operation terminated wi th a foot movement to an assembly area at Hai lang. 

a. Chronoloe;ical ~eguence of Eventg 

l00830H 

l01415H 
l01415H 

101500H 
lu1840H 

101tl45i:l 

":.19COH 

nC245H 

no;" .:i 

l10715H 

110b2';H 

11l40CH 
111900H 

-

Operation MLDIN.\ c<>mmenced fo.r BLT I/,; with the first helicopter 
wave of Co~,a~ C troops landing in the LZ at coordinates 388445g 
All BLT 1/3 wli t::; landed exce1Jt Co~any B. 
Comllany D sustained one Ul::it'lC WIA(NE) from booby trap at coordi­
nates 3t)6461u 
First elemel,ts of Company B lamed in the LZ. 
Btr~ .A. w lstlln 12th l-Axines sustained one USMC WIA from a. mine 
at coordinates 3334690 
Company C obljerved two camouflaged VC at coordinates 373434" 
fired 60w!u ~Iortars a.rId called for an artillery miSGionQ 

Searchec; thE: area with negative resultse 
COIRl;an;y.i()sitions~ Co A 375430 9 Co B 38l421? Co C 312428 9 

Co D 353'~)2 ~ F:Il1d m~ (_.) 37643Gu 

Company C at.stained two USMC Wil Q S as a. r esul t of incoming 
artille1Y ~ l'elieved friendly, at coordinates '724270 
CI';;:.;/Jany C st stai.ned seven USMC KIA i s ~ 14 U5NC WlA U s and 4 USMC 
WIA. (NE) wher. their left flank platoon was attacked by an estimated 
25 to 50 ruan ene~ force at coordinates 374416. Compa.ny C 
reconsolidated tileir posi tion and found six NVA bodies9 one AK"47 
riflc9 one light machinegun and one ~G rocket launcher. 
Company A sustained two U::)MC Will] s from sma.ll arms fir e and 
grenades while searching the axea at coordinates 377424. The 
patrol moved into the area and captured one wounded INA. 
Company Ii captured two h'YJ. and one AK-41 rifle at coordinates 
378424. One of the prisoners captured was woundedo 
Company D susta.ined one USMC WU when a patrol received sniper 
fire at coordinates 3584400 
.k'atrol frolll Company D detained two suspects at coordinates 379452. 
CouljJan,y ¥osHiens3 Co A 375430, Co B 372432~ Co C 372428, Co D 
,53:>4.2.1 and HIltS (-) }164~O. td!CIJ~S] 

4 
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112226h l~stenir~ post £xom Company C at cQordinates }72427 receivea 

'';:()f'ling gJ:enadeso No casua.,lties sustained Q 

112}OOH :''>::1-'<::':'13' D sustained one USMC \till as a result of grenade fragmc I) \ 

at coordinates 356435~ 
112350H Compar~ C listeldI~ Foet at coordinates 314424 sustained three 

USMC VIlA I/!:l from incemi.r.g grenade or small satchel chargeg One 
AN/FRC rauio was f",lso a.am.agedCl 

120350H Company C receive<, approximately 25 incoming mortar rounds 
believed to be fired from coordinates 3644180 Fired counter­
morta:r fil:e into tile suspected areao No casualties were sustained. 

l21040H Coropan,y D sl,lstllintld one USMC Kll and two USMC 'WI! when their 
patrol teceived automatic weapons fire at coordinates 340444. 

l21600H Company D 8ustain~td one USMC \till from a booby trap at 
coo~d1na tos ,614450 

l21900H Com}iany Positions; Co A 375430~ Co B 372432, Co C 372428~ 
Co D 3534~2~ and l~~(~) 316430. 

121930H COIIl:[Ja!~ G H<'.eive(), approximately five incoming mortar rounds 
believed 1.0 be fl1'ed from coordinates 364420. Fired counter­
morta.l: fhe -wi th l:tortars and artilleryo Ho casual ties sustained. 

122359H Com}JaIlY 1) sustainf)d one USMC Wil.. when an ambush received auto­
matic weapons firo at coordinates 3604420 

130730H Companie(; A.~ B~ C and Alpha. Command Group commenced attack ~ with 
an AllVN ~fC COmpa.!J,y9 to the southwest tG ooordinates 359419. A 
suitable blocking position could not be found at that vicinity 
sodl Wl:.. ts retUl.'ned. to original blocki1'l8 1'OSl t1ons~ 

l;l)OOH Co:. ;~lY C fou.nd oile enemy body recently killed by a WI' round at 
coordinatHs 367 42) ~ also found one full drum magazine fex 8. light 
machilleguH f.l.nd tw(J fl1U U"'41 Il8.gazineso 

131b20H Company D sustaihtd .one USMC WU froll e. booby-t:rapped grenadH 
at coordinates 36::::4440 

131845H Company D killed one VC by rifle :f'.i.re as he was tl:ying ,,0 

obscxve p~sitions at coordinates 365442. 
-~31900H Company :vosHionse Co A 315430g Co B 3124329 coe 372428, 

Co D 35 34~2 ~ a.al I:i&S(~) 316430., 
132045H A. Company C listeui.ng post reoeived an incoming satchel charge~ 

fIred an hI mortal' mission in return and fired small atma at 
movemento One VO KIA probable <claimed as VO was observed to 
fall frQm small al~ma !ireo Coordinates 3134271) 

132230H Compal\>, D claimed four VO KIA probable when their patrol received 
small arm:3 fhe aul assa.ulted thI:ough the enemy position at 
coo:::.:iinate:s 36144)0 No ca.sualties sustainedo 

141500H Company C patrQl found tWQ M-26 grenades, one USMC flak jacket 
and homem.ade small a:rms targets at 3734200 Area also a.ppeared 
to have boen used aa an a.ssembly ueao 

141545H Company A patrol round. one 9mm Chioom pistol at coordinates 
37642)0 

141600H Company C patrol f<ound two dQcuments at coordiMtes 3744240 
141830H Company C observeD ap~roximately seven personnel dressed in 

., helmets a.nd flak jackets moving northeast towat'd their posi tiono 
An blmm mortar mi~siQn was fired at the target and as the rounds 
Impacted j a green star clUster was fired by one of the pe~sonn81 
in the target axeHo No friendlies were in that areao 

141900H Company i'qsi tionB~ Co A 375430p Co B 372432, Co 0 372428 ~ Co D 
'-.53452 ~ and rn,S(=) ~1b4300 

5~~'~ 
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• • 14:::000H COUiJrarIY B /il)scrveo two f] ashlights that appeared to be signaling 
1'3a,;:,h othcl: at cooldinates 316441 (lond fired into the area ... 

1:)051,)H C'oml;a.n,.y I,~ 6ust.a.im-d hl'o USMC WIA.'i sand 0.n.9 Us!{' Wll(NE) when 
a .Uf.;t~!nit~ llost hrear.1 movement and thE'>' and 9..rl outpost from 
CvWl.i!lr~' A tllri:'~w g:rerul.liM a..OO H::--ed. 11 .. 7 9 r"unds at. 3'1542:). 

150730H .1 patrol from Company D at. '~,oordinutl'.'~ 31'745:2 rec:ei.ved long 
ra.tJf~e smal1 a:r.sl1S fi~"o No casual t:i. es wexe susta.ined. 

150750H Compan,y D austainE:d one USMC WU:rom a. booby t,l'apped gxenCi-lie 
a.tQ'Oor.lill&t9s 56~448o 

151400H Compl.Ul,Y D detainee' ti/!lIt sugpects at /'ootdinates 3754440 
151500H A Ilatro]L '.'.I:em CQ\IlI any D a.t "~oorn.ina.t"ls 362443 gbser,,'ed ttuee 

NVA. and tAJok th",m Imde.t f:.x€'" (~"tatnl1ng one KIA. probableo Th", 
pEl. t,l'Ol. ClO'/OO 1utu the a.r ea. and found a large c'ave (~ontainingtwo 
weapons~ ~,we trallutstO-r l'adif)B,) hanl gL'ena.d.es and ,small arms 
aJIlIIlWll t,lO!lo They als@ ien tIOyed thr eo boa tt> fowld nli"a.I thA cave. 

151530H Cowpall3 C found wbat appea.!'edto have ceen w'eapono ca.ches in 
hole~ frs,lhly dug,.,u-p at courdinates ."3'714150 

1)1!:l20H Cerol-'srlY A o\J~H~.r'\leoi vue armM VO at C'(I.l'dinates 375438 and fired 
;1",,19 :reull,'b at i..img kno,;!kin,e him dOWl'e On-e KU proba"bh claimed. 

151845H COlll},lany C sustalned two USMC WU Us when a. listening Iiost re= 
ceived an .tncoming grenade at coordinates .37;?4~'3o 

151900H Com}iany Posttions~ Co A 37~4309 Co B ,,(2432,) (:,0 C 3724'28" Co D 
.35345.2,) and H&S C~("=) 3764300 

152045H A ComllanyD patrol at. <c,oordi:na tes361442 ambllshed two aampans 
Gar.rYlng fiiH~ VC ci'll:h ,on the l:i'rT'IU'e One 3~Pilr. was 5wlk ani 
three K:U 1H:o'oab1", "'.e.r~ cla.im,ado The patrol re:C'eived incomins 
mortars whnn tb1ey JLn:. ti.a ted the ambushe Both Company D am 
Comllany B fired r;ount.ercomOItd.lC f1ro:-o 

1)214jH COlIlJja~y 0 Qb::iCnf\1. OIH) gr ... en star C.11UStP.t in front of tht"ir 
posl tion at f:"odinatt>i< 3,6341:> an:l fit:e3. anartUle:ry miSfJion 
l.nt.o the areao 

lbO)30H Cumpan,y A fired at t! .. e VGumning south from the:u post tion with 
n"lgative t(!S:.llt.3 B.t ,>oor:iH!.at~B 3784~~Llo 

161G3vH A f,d,trol f.rolf. C9.t\41any :.2 ft.!ld a. 1etar..nroent of dV1:i e';.·~lJ<;j.ted 
a.ppr{)xl.matel;y three ton.:; :>1' J:1.ce I'lt:::o~1'flina4,. ~, J.,,/j~. 

161B45H A. patrol f:rom Company A dastI:'Oyed foul' spider ::.o:~I.,~ found at 
,:oordlru.l.te3 }7343~-'o 

lG190()H Comyany i'osi~ . .i.o'1.i3~ Co 1 315430~ Co B 372432900 \) .37:2428" Co D 
}~3452~ a:nd Ji&S Co (=) 376430" 

lb21.1:'il COID:IH:l.1'lY B ~UGtal.ned OM llSl1.C WIA and fo\.U' USMC WU,(NE) at 
i)ocJdinates .314434 fro)1l a friendly tllmm mortA.! r<OJnj6 

~1iJnOH C05t'a.~ C !'o'.md one CbJ..::olll. g.renade and apprltxima tely 30 r,oWliis 
of .A.K~41 ammuni tion at (",oordinates 370423~ 

171115H .l Courpan,y .1) patrol tried to apl'rehend f.ive Vietnamese at coordi­
na.t~~ 3b54f.}3o 'vlhen they ra.n l , the pHt~el f1Jr:ed and 'WIlWlded a 
Vietnamese glrl ahollt 1;' years old. The girl was med~"at'edo 

11131';lH Company A obnerved apr)J:ox~Ul8.tely 30 to 40 personnel believ'1!d to 
be ve a"'; cool:dinate::: 58~5446$ Ii marking a'I'tillery mission was 
fiIed but had to oc (;h~cked due to helicopters in the area. ! 
pat,rol was dispat,rb,t.,j but couldnVt locate the groupo An 
ar tillery wne f.iTe m.l3tllOl') was then fired into tht'mWisrGcted 
ar.ea. to cove.r tbp. t;n~B~to SIrIED 
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• • 111330H A patrol from Company D destreyed approximately five tons of 
:r::lce and a.sso:rt,ed canned food 8 feurJd in caves at coo:rdina tes 
3654670 

1119QOH ColttpanyPosit1ons! Co.! 315430 1) Co B 3724329 Co C 31242e~ CoD 
353452 t and H&S Ce (-) 3164300 

172210H Company J.. fired 8lmm mortars at fla.shing l1ghts at ceordinatea 
3764240 

112315H Company C ebse.tved approxlmately 12 to 15 personnel in front of 
their poslt.ion thr'Ough theu sta;rllght sc"pe at coordinates 
3724260 Fired a 60mJll mortar mission on targeto N. movement 

180 545H 

180700H 

181215H 

lti1300H 

lti1610H 

ltilCi15H 

181~OOH 

191025H 

191400H 

Resulte 

was observed when the smoke clearedo 
Company D 8ust,ained one USMC WU when a patrd detonated a 
booby= t.rapped grenade at c$ordinates 356457" 
Company B found. and disarmed. a booby-tra.pped mine made of 
can6~ TUT and nuts and bolts at coordinates 3744370 
C~mpany B destroyed a 76mm round set as a booby=trap at 
coordinates 3544269 

Company B found a blood=stained and badly torn green shirt at 
coordinates 3564280 
A. Compa~ B patrol .bserved approximately 18 VC moving north= 
east at lC:oordinates 3534280 .1 zone fire artillery mission was 
fired on target,,, Five KIA probables were olaimedo 
Company A sustained one USMC WIl(NE) a.t ceo:rdina.tes 317429 
when the safety pin slipped fr0m a grenade being set as a 
booby trapo 
Company :rositions~ Co.! 3754301/ Co B 3"12432, Co C 37242e~ Co D 
.35'4529 and H&S Co (~,) 3164300 

BLT ~3 (~) start&d withdrawing to an assembly area at ~oordinates 
4154180 
All BLT 1/3 (=) !mite at assembly area and Operation MEDINA 
s~uredg 

e KU confirmed 
25 Kll probable 
3 ~O'WU s 
5 Detainees 

'b. Weapons CaptUIed 

1 lI'G-2 (40mm) .rocket launcher) 
2 A.K~47 assault rifles 
1 BPD 7062 Ught machine gun 
1 Chicom 9mm. bolt ac:t.1on rifle 
1 9mm lliswl 
1 12 gauge Stevens pump action sh.tgun 

c. Eguil!ment C~tur~ 

11 AlC-41 magaz1.nes w/a.mm. .. 
5 Ri'D~ U1G dx'WIl magazines wi fJIIlFJO 
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• 4 eli p s 9mm wi alnrrt.J 
300 rounds 5056 ammo 
200 .!'t'lund. 9 '/ .. h 2 ammo 
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15 peunds c·.hi.nese TNT (destroye1i) 
19 Chic:om grenades (destroyed) 
3 M .. 26 grenades (destto;yed,) 
1 401IWl rocket. ,7.:0uM 
3 cans w/1l1ortar fuze plugs 
2 t.ransi.stot r~dios 
1 USMC flak jacket 
16 9000 pounds ·of r.1ce 
asoorted dOCUlllellts 

• 

aS80rted .l hms of lndJ.vidual equiliment and clothingo 

do l<'riend1Y Losses 

Iv KIA 
37 WIA 
11 WU(NE) 

e. FriendlY liigulpment ,Lost or ~st,royed 

1 .A.N!llRC'-25 radio (damaged) 

10. Administrative Matt,er s 

~ .. ~., 

8.Q l'ostal.. Mail was deli VI~::r; ed to the BM rear aboard ship 9 sorted and 
delivered to the fielu o No dHfic.ul hes were enc:ountered o 

b. LoI~istlcso Units were H)si.lp.lJlied by helicopter every other day hem 
the 1st 111a:ri!l8S 151 at "iU8.l1g 'I'd Airf}.eldo No diCficul ties were encounter'ede 

c. ~tmen"t of Ca!Hlal tl.ee ar¥i l!..va.~'uat.i,;n., Casual ties were evacuated by 
ljchco~ ""It t.,;, the 1.rimf.1J'Y e.vsc:uaUon s;tation~ the USS OKlNAW!o Some serious 
battle casual tie.9 \lex€, evacuated to in-count.ry hespi talso No dlfficul ties 
were encountered~ 

d. CO!Wllunicationso Communications wer.e good with no difficulties enceunterede 

11. Comr.:anie:r S And,lsi,sg BL'l' 1/) was to have been helll1fted to an assembly area 
in +"r1(;' Vl(;· im t}' of \cI.LLang 'iT! Urf:l.old on D=l and conduct a truck movement south to 
th .. lJurkintl, l-'oint on l~at.lonlll rtout.Q tiL, and durine the hours of darkness~ conduct 
a f..:rot movell1en': ttl designated blocking po81 tionso Instead 9 a landing zone was 
::i"''''L;ctcr~ in the objective axea west of Reute #19 and the BLT (=) was heUlifted 
into th~ zone on D~l and exec,uted the foot movement. to the designated blocking 
po 6i tio!,,~ ft:om thereo 

'rhe C'r:~nge in pl8113 wus neces:~ary because of the adverse weather. Adver se 
\-Ieather du:rJ.ng the ClOll:,oon ~,(luson must be consi~ered in planning for the employ­
il:erl t 'J f tj·!t.'! !:lLI<'e 

'J.ae sts:rllght :.::c~pe proved effective~ particularly in the rather open t.errain 
covered from the blocking llQsi tion9 by detecting an enemy force of approximately 
12 to 1) men moving toward our post tion. 

'I'he policy of .BLT 1/3 to ha.ve the B1T C.mma.rder and the Helicopter Squadron 
COllllne.n.:l",r utilize c;, VH.l!!: for selecting and marking the landing zone for the' 
1nl tial wave of troop hell..c01>ters proved onc.e again t9 be invaluablee 

.,. , 8 ~SlFIliII ~ 
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• • Net significant Iilobl.ems were encowltered during the operationo 

I 

9 

DECLASSIFIED 



• 

.J. •. ; "I \ .. 1. 1; (.'1 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
Hl:4AD\",UAlil'E:l~ :; 

}Ja ttalion Land i ng 'l'eum 1/ ') 
9th l1:1rin~ Ar;;!Jhibious Hrii'il'l~ 

.l.'j"Cil Cun 1:'1'('·11(.'1. '<i"() £)i.)(/,'j? 

3Ili}~i/dc;:; 
I)(;~)O 

20 {)c to ber bot 

i:tef~, ',:d 4t.h hlrinCb lil:tl.G urder 4';)-67 (OperatLon lIBlih'l'~ IJ/FHEl40NT) 
(b) Nnpsl 1.50 9000 VIETNAM, Series L7014, Sheets 6442II and III 
\c) BLT 1/3 Oral F.rag Order (See Ope:rat1.on Overlay) 

Enel t I ~l) overl83 to OperClti.on LIBl!.R1.'Y Il/FR.EJYlON'i.' 

2.. Dates and .Location of (),poration. 19l000H October f96'1 through 232359H 
October 1967 ~ Tinh ~uang Tri k'rovince, Quan Ha1 Lang Sp.ctQr4' RVNo 

.30 Q.ollll1l8.l1d tiead9ua.r~c> HI'.:;,(~"llr tt~,:;, .!Ll l'nrines9 3d li'.arine Division (Rein) 
PlJ.1". 

Company D 

]!LT. ;/3 \~) 
lifb? Co {.} {He in} 

Hi.::; Co ( ... ) 
81cun horti..1.1 .J'lat 
Dat Bt.ry A~ letBn 12th Marines (LnTm) 
l;::t Cle~ll'l118 :l'la. t ~Rein) Co 13 3d Med En 
Det l,th Dental Co 
1st 1'lat (-) 00 B, 3d Fiecon bn 

1 
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Captcal1 J 

Ca.ptain hl;~tIARDSCll 

LtCo 1 THOMAS 
Capt,kACK 

Lt }'AHKER 
Lt JOHNSON 
Lt KANTER 
Lt OLIVER 
SSgt BELL 

Cat, t l..\~nl .0il;-; 

VJ.Ct1SSl11Jl) 

I 

> 
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• Det, 2d l'la.t \h€:ill ') ['0 HI) }d ~ Bn (HST) 
[)",t l:I&S G<!t 

Ul!i!'~ ~!ld ~le.t 
1:3 t Sf>~ t blrnm MOor ta.r P la t 
Dat Comm .t'lat 
Det; l!'lt~l ;)ec:t 

£2".~"J.RtilUl 
Co .B 
FO Tel Btry A? 1 stBn 12th J't1a.rinas 
:P·et2d, Hat, (R-e~n) Co A~ 3d Eng:r Bn 
l't!1It, ,?,rj j:lat !,he:Hl} CoB\) ~~d ~ Bn (HST) 
Lh')t 86;8 C~ 

Det :t<kkl i la t 
2d :).~c, t I:llmm l'iu ta.r P 18. t 
Det G,Ollllll Y let 

,Q.'LQ.jJtf:lr! ) 
Co C 
FO 'nIl Btry A<\l lstBn 12th Marines 
De t 2d i' 18. t, (H,ein) Go .t 0 3d Engr Bn 
Pet 2-:i i li..a t (Rein) Co Bg ~d S\>' Bn (HST) 
Det H&::> Co 

Df!t T.ntl;l ~e<C't 

l\e1\, 1'j~d!. l' la t 
}d Sect tlllllm M,,-rtar l-'lat 
lice t COIlUll l: La t 

£2.JL!JI'';J}.!l 
Co .D 
11'0 'fin l:ltry A r, 1 st,Bn 12th h8.!l'ines 
l\et, 2lli i'lat meirA) Co .\~ 3d Engr Bn 
]).e t 2d ! la~ {Rely,) Co B9 3d ~ Bn (as',r) 
II '!~, l:ih:S e,f, 

De t, lnttfl'l Secd; 
L1et Ned 1'1& t 
4 th Se: it tilmm Nor tar l' 1a t 
D,-.t CQmln 1'1 at 

"1 l' ;,..t. ~ f= i (Re:lll\) Co .A. 3d. ,b;n.i.)l: Bn 
~---~..-.'.I..-~,,"-- -

21 l> If) '\!: Co A 9 3d Engr Bn 
Det H&~ e~ 3d l!:ngr Bn 
De t E,OIgr 21uzf't 00 ~ 3d Engr Bn 

2d..LW i.~) (]d.mlLQQ. B }d Sf Bn 
2d Hat Co B~ 3d SlJ· Bn 
IIp t l:i&S Coo 930. ~ En 

~!!LA (:l_iRelnL!~Bn 12th Marines 

,l~l~_~~ t~'1.JR~1nl-2!-Ba 3d MT En 

2 
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Capt LANDES 

Capt OSGOOD 

Lt lZARIHiER 

Lt WYMEB. 

Ca.pt KENYON 

Lt BYSTEDTUlCLASSIrIII ... 
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• 
~ t tMlli!!D!L!!!!d_:Qn~!Lhmenll 

aD !!~h!ent:.So See 'l~ask Organiza. tilu; 
bo ]~hm1!nt:!i}9 None 

• pr 

'"" id.:::i!f!2!.!i!l£1!!.ce! 
5.0 Artil~e~...Io Bt,l'Y A? lstBn 12th Marinl!!!S~ Jooated at corardinates 417476" 
p1:(lvided direct support fer the BLTo The lst.Hng 11 thMarines am 3dBn 12tcl 
fJB.I:ines puvided reinfncing fires fe~ the BLTo 

.immuni tion E:1:.p~r", ., . .s~ 
114 rds lIE 

5 rds wr 
76 rds IllUItl 

1:!is$a.!!!Lfll~ 
Observed 15 
Unobserved 4 
Registtation 1 
H & 1 141 

hoAt!: S!:mP8 Jl':1i.o Ail~ Sup!l.r t eouai s ted of hell copter medevalC and C&C 
missions" Ne fixed",wing aircraft were utilizedo 

6 0 .1mll1een~o Enemy a.ctien was limited to scattered sniper aotivi ty and 
small? team 812,00 enoeunterso One notew.:rthy capture .f five weapens and 
four l'QWu a, was madeby Company D i.n a ooerdinated sweep of the Se:tl8 Thac 
Ma River with Company Co 

10 Hlssio,no BLT 1/3 upon beceming (RCON to the 4th Ma.rines~ conduct aggressive 
small unit activities (combat patrols and amou.shes) to southwest of and abng 
Na tl.onal Route #1 in assigned llertien of the 4th Marines OA. to detect and 
d en,y flnem.}, access t .• populated area.SQ Dl1:ect liaison a.uthorized with Hai 
l..ang and llho!l8 Dien District Headquarterso 

~o £::xecut12.!10 At about lSn025H OctobeJ: 19619 IlL'!' )/3 (0) withdrew by feet", 
march frem the Operat.1.Qn MEDINA OA t. an assemb.ly area at !C).ordinates 4154n 
wha:re Companies C and D moved by tru,ck sluth along National R.ute #1 t. 
the.:i.r respective dismount pOints.. Company B moved by feotma;roh directly 
t·o its screening pesi tiono Companies C and D moved by foot from Reute #1 
tQtheir screening posi tionso Compan,y 1..9 the Alpha Command Gnup and 
Btxy Aj lstBn 12th Ma.rines~ established p~sitiolla at coordinates 4154170 
Companies A ,I B9 C and D cenducted combat patre>ls and ambushes in the OA 
until 231200H O:ct,ober 19619 when the BLT (.,,) was trucked te Camp Evans o 

80 Clu:onologlcal :Jeguenee of E.'vents 

t • 

Jl91000H 
191400H 

191900H 

191930H 

T 

()pel'ati4tn .LIBE::RTY II/mEMOl~'l' oommenced for BLT 1/3 (-)0 
Companies C and D departed by truck to dismount points along 
Route #1 
Company 1'0 si tiens g C. A 4154Tf 9 Co B 415420 9 C. C 4234139 Co D 
462393, and B&S (~) 415411Q 
CGmpan,y B patrel received appr.ximately si:r: to ten reunds of 
automatic weapens fire at ooordinates 413426 while moving to 
their ambu.sh. s1 teo Company B fired two rounds If 81mm morta.r 
under 111wnination at the fleeing veo The patrel centinued 
to :l! t,g ambush ai tell . """'~ISSU'JI1» 

3/~·-
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200530H Cowpun,y 13 ambu.l3h a.t coordinates 412426 made- centact wi th an 

Wldetermined number of VO believed to be armed wi th a light 
machinegun or BARo One VC was hit as evidenced by moaning 
and drag marks o One USMC WIA(NE) was sustained and one VO 
KI~ probable was c1aimedo 'rhe patrel centlnued ta search the 
arca, wi th nega ti ve resul tso 

200800H Company B patrol observed appraximately 14 VC on a rldgeline 
at coordiuates 4124190 The patrol pursued and engaged them 
wHh small f.l.l'mS9 killing one ff'm",'~ va and wounding another 
male VCo The patrol recevereO: pnp' :rifle~ oOne grenade and 
UllUllWli tion from the femaleo i1ne wOWlded VC could not be found o 

201215li Company C putrol received a.ppreximately 10 rounds of smAll 
arms fire from coordinates 4263820 ~olllr rounds of Blmm mortars 
were fired for the patrol')s 6UpjJOXt as they manuevered elementl:l 
tuwards the sniverso 'l'he area was searched wi th nega,tive result" 

201315H Company C sustained one USMC WIA fram a booby=trapped firing 
device at coordinates 4293890 

2014}OH Compa~ C patrol received appl'nxima.tely 10 r.Wlds of small arms 
fixe f.rom ceordinates 4433830 The patrol requested that 8lmm 
mortars stand~by 9 but did not fire "neU! since the Lue ceased 
as the patrol continued alltng its patrilll route~ 

201645H Company C pat,,rol found a booby-trapped h",2b grenade nt c0ordi­
nates 44}393 and blew it in iJlaceo 

201900H C9mpa,ny 1'os1 tiona 8 Co .A. 41547'19 1;0 ,b 415420 9 Co C 43)4049 Co » 
462393~ and H&S (-) 4154770 

c:0221,U Com!Jany A. obseJ:ved approxim.ately ) ve ruoving northwG t away 
from their j..,()si tion at coordinates 401480 and fired an blmm 
mortar misoion with negative resultso 

2111l5H Comyany B patrol found a homemade boob:,'=tr9,p made of bamboo 
with a7062mm rQund insel'tt;u In one end of the bambu,., ~Jt 
coordinates 4214350 DestroYfo same 0 ' 

2111l~,:I Cow}lany C patrol detained two male suspect,s at coord.ll1uten 
448~93o The patrol found dIadngs of AK~'47 und 00-11' .. ~le1icopters'll 
on the person of one detaineeo 

21121)11 Company B patrol found apf,lOxiatately 150 to 200 pun,? 1 j,:;~es 
wrU]?ped in two bundles at cooxdinates 4214350 Destl,:,:d same. 

21124~)H COCl,ilany B patrol found a small amount of medicine and some 
documents in a village at coordinates 4214530 Items returned 
to the company }losi tion for further examinatic)flo 

211400ri (1ompany C patl'el received small arms fire fum coordinates 
433383 and 437386 and returned fire with small BIms~ rockets, 
11=79 rounds and 8lmm mortar fire o 'wegative I'f)sults. 

2119UOH :::owpa~v :\rioai tions A Co A 41547'( ~ Co B -115420, Gil C 435404 ~ Ce j) 

462393~ and H&S (-) 4154770 
212115il A trip flare in frent of Company 1:1 1 s posi tion at coordinates 

415420 was tripped. Fired small arms into the area~ searched 
and founi foot prInts coming from the south and returning to 
the southo 

22U230H Company A threw a grenade at tl, \It.: moving west in rnnt er their 
li'3tening l'ost at coordinates 41'( 4'{ 40 bearched area negative resul tso 

220;!OOH COffiPBl:y A. found one Chio.m 62mm mortal: round half buried in 
front of their .I--'osi tion at C8C1:rdinates 4124180 The reund ves 

evoouated" 4 I ~SI~ 
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2:~1)OOH COIli,UH,ny C pet.lol found one I)~i ij(JVf:!l'Ti1I'n 1- te2 t set Ca01=Dwell 

and engine Rt'H l.n a fi~ldat 1,'OUTI1::.nnte!'J 43,1~9(Jo 'J'ne set \-;a.,s 

€.wa'.:'uated to HegilOcnto 
??bOUH Compar\.v A found one green I' yllmuical "'t)Je(}t, 1 1/4" by 7 'i 

with RusiJian .lettering IOU i.to What apw:aJ.'ed to 'be a fuzec<well 
waf.~ Jocated on one endo }<'ound at ':Ollu.:l.inatc::; 413471 and 
evacuated to Regimento The object beH.eved to be a flareo 

221~'JlJH Company .i:'09t t,ion:st Co A 41':l4Tl ~ Cod 41~)4:\O\1 Co C 4354049 
Co D 46?39,. ann }i&,:; \=) 41~'4,( IQ 

2307Y)H Compnny () d~tained thr'et~rr,I:IJ' Hl"I,:l "nil> female found "dlage 
at, (:9Qrd:inat,es 4523940 

2:30b30H Compa.ny D obse,fvei 6 VC movir~ '30IJtri""'~~ , .. Q,VH:l.y from 'he river 
a.t !'OO:r.llll.&tes 43::>312 and engaged them wJ.th small a-rm~Sl and bOrom 
.morta.rso They §>earched the area and C~Jlt'.lred four 'J' \, one of 
whi('h was wounded 9 and f:lve \oleapone. thrf~e gI'e-nades .' ~lQ aSE'orted 

)1 ndi vidual gearo 
2) 114::;il ('offi1ia.n;y 1) t/Ustai.ned one It;:iIYlC' hlA f.rQID a t·ocby=trapptx (:hicom 

glenade !:l.t r:Slordi'lat.e~ 461}/,';o 
231200H. l!;lements of R.LT 1/3 (~) lIlOvec bv tl'l,.wk to Camp Evant) ~LO end 

0p'I"raUon LIBEHTI n/.I:i'HEl'llIN']\ 

Qo .~~M 
eo bnem,Y _1<> ~,'2 

1 KIA C()IAnrlll~,j 

1 KIA probable 
4 ll,.;\J '9 

6 llet.aLnees 

bo We~2.!!~L B!~ed 
} HU8uian bolt D,ctiofl 7062 ca:l'bine 
1 t..=44 T:f1e 
1 I i,e 1 :~', n,e 
1 l]o'} •. arh .. rm 
2 Chlci)Ul 811hlllar::hi~H' gUlls 

.. 0 .~J~~.!]-t-,(~~~J:'4. 
4 Chi£:om f~rcnA.d8$ 
1 C'>:'-..CQnJ b2rnru mo.rtux' rounli 
1 lWA belt 
I bay',.:r~~t 

1 U:;:; ·d\QiV~rffllent. te'3t set 
j rlussli.a.n flar~ 
A9S0!'ted 9m!ll. 1002 and carbin(' affii"O 
As,;orted dOel.lli."'Jit:.:> and individu::tl f';!':.\: 

o . lll!Dili ~~~:,; 
2 'wlA 
1 WIA (Nl!!) 

f . 0 a~~,ty .. WillL!!!~I!,L i@.§l_Ol-1L~ 'Jet (:'tJ 

None 

". I 'lEn Ell • 
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ac P.~t,alo Mail was delivered t. the .8J",',I: l.~~ abo&.:i:d ehip~ sorted and 
delivered t. the fielda No dU'fi~ulties weJ:e e'M.unte-red o 

E 

ho Ulgi8t~&.§.o Unit resuppl,y was effected daily by truck and helicopter 
from the 4th Marines LSA at Camp 1'vanso A hot meal was delivered t. all 
units on one oooa610no No difficulties were encounteredo 

Co ~ero qf_2!,LUQ!1!.e.!!.and Ev!Cuatijll!o Casual ties were evaclJJ&ted by 
heUcop ter to the USS OKINAWA.o N. dlfficul ties were enceuntexedo 

do CommtuUcal1~o Communications were geod with no difficulties en= 
cClWlieredo 

110 ~mm.ar4~!JL~~l.ysi!o The BL'.!!! s mission of prtfviding sec uri ty for a 
~~ecified area to de~y the enemy access to populated areaS9 bridges and 
culverts was somewhat of a different assignment for this un! to It is 
felt that the subordinate units of the BLT successfully accomr Ushed 
the a.ssigned mission as evidenced by the lack of any known or reputed 
insurgent attacks or enem;y in! tiated incidents in the BLT security zoneo 
I consider that the number of weapcms captured ~ parUcularly while 
executing a 8ecurity~ty'pe missionp was notewGrtyo 
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