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HEADQUARTERS
Battalion Landing Team 1/3
9th Marine Amphibious Brigade
FPQ, San Francisco 96602
15 September 1967

From; Commanding Officer
Tosr C as Task G z -
o onmandex, ask Group 79.4 . 1stBr, 3dMar S & C No. 9O 359-¢1

Subj: Combat Afto‘ﬁmtim Repart *< by No. ) of &3 Cumes !
Ref: g § GG 79.4 Op Plan 120-67 -

CTG 79.4 Frag Order #1 for Operation Beacon Point
BLT 1/% Frag Order #1T for Oporation BOacon Point to Operation

de {r SRR
ﬁp ieference: VIhTNAM, AHS Series 7014 Shoet 6442 I~ /. M
Bnols \(-1,) Map Ovexlay.do Operatiop Beacon Painmt

1s Code Name, Beacon Point, Search auu wessroy uperation,

2, Inclusive Dates gnd Location of Operation. 1-6 sSeptember 1967, Thua

Thien Province, HVE,

5. Comugnd Hegdqugrters, OCIG 79.4.

SUBORDINATE UNITS
G
H&S Company Captain MACK »
Company 4 Gaptain LARIIiu.
Company B Captain LANDES
Company C Captain RECZEK 4
Company D Captain RICHARDSON
Battery 4/1/12 Captain KENYCN
4, Task Orggnization
BLT - LtCol THQMAS
H&S Go (~)(Rein Capt MACK
H&S Co (-
81mmMortP1lt (=) Lt PARKER
Det Btry A, 1stBm, 12thMar 2LnTm) Lt JOHNS(N
Det HgBiry, 1stBn, 12thMar (NGFTm) Lt GOLE (USN)

Co oin Capt LARIMCRY

. om Btry A, 1stBn, 12thum1c E@M@SRFUEW ) :
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Det 2dP1tEHein) Col, 34 sPBn(Hg)

Det 2¢P1t

Rein) Coi, 3d ungr sn

Det Hé&s Co

Let Intel Sect

Det CommPlt

Let Madrlt

Det TACY

lst Sect, SlmmMortrlt

Det AP Tm, 3dMarDiv

Co 3 ‘Reig)

CaB
FOMm, Btry A, 1lstBn, 12thMar
Det 2dP1t§hein; CaB, 3dsPBn(HST)
Det 2dP1t(Rein) Coa, 3dangbn .
Det Hé&S Co :

Dot Intel Sect

Det ComnbPlt

Det MedPlt

Det TACP

2dSect, 8lmmMortilt
Dot AP Tm, %dMarDiv
Art Recon Party

Co U (Rein)
oD

Btr

Bllm, stry 5., lutin, l2thMar ..
Lot 2dﬁlu§nuin§ Cas, 5dsPBn(HST)
Det 2dPlt(kein) Coa, 3dingrBn
Det H&S Co ‘

Det Intel Sect

Det CommPlt

Det MedPlt

Det TACP

3d & 4thsdect, SlmmMortilt

«) (kein), 1atBn, l2thMar

Ty A
pet HgBtry, lstBn, 1l2thlMar

t
4

P Q 13 {'ruoB
thPlt, CoA, 3disngrsn

Det H&S€o, 5th AMIracbBn

24 PlY g-) gho;nh Coj, 3dungrin

2

drPlt, CoA, Bdﬂnsan

Det H&SCH, 3dingrBn
Det kngrSuptCo, 3dingrin

1st

Plt, Co B, 3dRecanin

24

P1t (=) (kein), Co B, 3déPBn ‘

—2apPit, CaB, 34SPBn
Det H&3 Co, 3d8PBn
Det BMU, NSG (Provided from Navy Sources)

<y ¢
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Capt LANDGS

Capt MUICHARDIUN

Capt KuNYQN

Lt KAUFMAN

Lt WuNTWORTH

Lt MATSUMOTO
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BLl] Reserve

CoC gﬂem[ Capt RECZiK

CoC
PUlm, Btry Ay jusin, fedhinn
Det 2dP1t iRein;, Cod, 3dolBn(H3Y)
Det 2dPlt(Rein), Coi, 3dEnzrBn
Det H&S Co

Det Intel Sect

Det CommPlt

Det MedPlt

Det TACP
Det AP Tm, 3dMarDiv

5. Supporting Fopces

a. Artillerx and Naval Gunfire Suppoit

(1) Direct fire artillery support fire was provided by Battery A-1/12
locaved at coordinates 593487. General support reinforcing fires were
provided by the 2d Provisional 155mm Battery Detachment, 3d Battalion,
12th Marines located st 543323.

Missions Fired

A-1-12 24 155 Prov, 3-12
25 Observed 1
1 Unobserved 0
129 H&I 0
Ammunition Expended
A=-1-12 2d 155 Prov, 3-12
967 HE 20
2 Illum 0
48 WP 6

(2) iaval gunfire support was furnished by the USS WALDKON (DD-699)
which was armed with six 5" 38 guns, and vhe USS5 KUBINSON (D]X}-12) which
was armed with two 5" 54 guns, The U3SS ROBINSON was detached at H+120
mnutes on DeDay after firing 82 rounds of preparation fire into the ares
around LZ Sparrow. The USS WALDRON was devached on D+2 after firing 133
rounds of preparation fire into the area of LZ Sparrow an D-Day and firing
11 rounds of H&I fire that night.

Navigation was extremely difficult for the Naval gunfire support ships
during the operation and this limited their effectiveness,

b, Air Support
There were three fixed wing strike> sarties utilized on 2 Septem-

ber 1967. Th at YD 588419 with a BDA of two bunkers destroyed
and 1004 marea of fighting holes which were interconnected
by Lrevches,

—— ,  DEsLassiE
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Aorial observation and TAC(A) were provided by three UH-1i
helicoptera, 'hey flew 23 sorties 9 of whioh were fire guppresiiion
sorties, They expedited the movement of the battallion fiom objective
Lo objactive as they were able $0 supress sniper fire and provide the
battalion oommander with a desocription of enemy movement and obstacles,
Helioopters were utilized to transport three rifle compenies and Hé&S
Company (-) into LZ Sparrow on DeDay.

Heliocoptexs uluo provided resupply, C&C,sedevaca and axtracted 41,500
lbs of rice,

§ix emergenoy and twelve priority medevac missions were requested
with twelve emergency and twenty-five pricrity and five routine meduv.cs
boing extiaoted, Lhe extraction tiwe for emergency medevacs was 25 mins
utes and for priority medevacs was ¢8 minutes,

6. Intelligence

s, '"he enemy adopted delaying and harassing tuotice ageinst BLT 1/5
within the AOA., ''ne enemy made frequent use of udnes snd surprise fir-
ing devices to delay the advance of friendly foxces.

Approximavely 71,500 1bs of rice were found cached, lMost of the rice
wis found in the vioinity of objective #4 (unol 1)s 41,500 lbs of tho
lce were evaouated and the remaining 30,000 1bs werc destroyed by burne
ing as further evacuation efforts could have Jjeopardized the tactical

gituation,

Phe Ariod Propaganda leams provided invaluable asslstunce in handling
detainees and commnicatving with the oivilian populace.

1t is felt that any enemy forces in the ares sither exfiltrated the
ares or went underground,

BLI' conducts an amphibious assault at H-hour and L-hour

7. Mission
on D-HEF to conduct search and destroy operatiocns within designated
portion of ACA to prevent enemy diszuption of Vietnamese National Llec.

tion.
8. EXHOU‘L ion

a. Uonoepb of Qoergtions, At H-hour 010700H one rifle company landed
ovur proon beaoh and secured a position for a 105 Howitzer Battery. At

Lehour 01U/00H two rifle companies oonduoted a heliborne assault on landing

zono Spairow and were followed by the Alpha Command and reserve rifle com-
pany. Objectives 1, 2, 3 and 4 were seoured on D-day and search and des-
Yroy operations were then oonduoted in a southerly diresviun with two com-
panies abrosst and the Aloha Qomuand wnd one comwony followlng in traoce,

be Li o_of uvents, =0106 1l through V6UBULH Sep-

;ambuy 1467, . | @E@&M}
o ) ——
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0106 15
010700
010706

010850
010912
010917
010940
011006
011040

011050

011135
011154
011200

011225
011325

011330

011440
011550

011700
011719
011723
011730

011745
011800

011830
012300

020100
020825
021003
021045

021227

aubRD
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Operstion Beacon Point commenced with the first elements
of Co D 1lifting off.

Company B landed on Green Beach with no oppositiom,
Company D assault elements landed at Landing Zone Sparrev.
Sporatic sniper fire was directed at the helicopvers

from objective 3 (Bncl 1)

Company A was landed in L% Sparrow.

€O BLY 1/3 landed atv LZ Sparrow with the Alphe Command,
Battery A, 1-12, had been landed over Green Beach and
reported the gunsg were up and ready to fire,

H&S Co (-) was landed in L2 Sparrow.

Company C landed in LYZ Sparrow. .
Comppny » neceived small arms and automatic weapons fire
from objective #2 (kncl 1), o -

Company A gecured objectvive #1, iight ChiCom grenades

and assorted smgll arms asmmunition were found in a drain
culvert in the objective area,

Company D apprehended 1 woman who had been selling rice
to the VC, . '

Company D uncovered between 2 and 3 vons of rice on objective
#2 (Encl 1). ‘

Company D received sniper fire from their front and sus-
tained 1 WIA.

Company A secured objective #3 with negative contact (&ncl 1),
Company A found an extensive mine field at 528438 wiile
attacking to objective #4. .

Company C found 150 .30cal rounds hidden in a bush and
destroyed them,

Company & found 2 VCS hiding in a pagoda at coord 532452,
Company B discovered an M-16 AP mine at coard 603474 and
destroyed it.

Company C destroyed 150 assorted AP mines, 105mm rounds,
M-7% rounds, and 60mm rounds, ‘'he rounds were found in
conjunction with Company A at coord 528440,

Company A located several large rice caches at coord 536455,
Company B found 1 VCS hiding in the brush at coord 597482,
Company 4 found 2 VC3 who were interrogated by APT per-
sannel and were verified to be VC, .

Company A secured objective ;4 (incl 1)

Company positionss CoA 5364563 Cois 583496; CoC 5884405
CoD 5054373 H&S (-) 588440,

Company D received sniper fire and one UsiC WIA was. sustained.
Company A ambush fired at 2 VC. The area was secarched but
the results were negative.

Company A received 6 incoming 60mm rounds but no casualties
were sustained.

Company D received small erms fire from coord 514437 and
called in an armed UH-iE to fire supressive fire,

A VC was taken under fire by Gompany D's APT personnel
resulting in 1 VC KIA(conf). :

Company D evacuated 7,500 1bs of rice by helicopter from
objective #2 (Bnel 1).

Company A apprehended 3 VOS at coord 542452, They
pointed out a rice cache and provided names of local

5 @E@msswn[s_-r
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VC for the black list, .

021307 A helicopter received sniper fire from coord 544456.
Company A deploywd an element to search the area but the
results were negative,

021445 Company D had a man set off a surprise firing device at:
coord 538436 resulting in 1 USMC WIA and 1 USMC WwIA (N&),

021500 Company C received sniper fire from objective # (snol 1),

021506 Company G had a man trip an M=-16 AP mine at coord 543438
resulting in 1 USMC KIA and 6 USMC WIA.

021530 Company C had a man trip a surprise firing device while
moving out in the attack resulting in 1 USMC WIA,

021600 Company C secured objeotive 5, ‘

021800 Unit positionss A 536456, B 565496, C 546434, D 547430,
H&S (=) 547431, | ,

021825 Company A locatod a tunnel at coord 539458 and a men
entored it and found a VG holding a ChiCom grenade. The
results were 1 VC KIA (cont), 4 VC detainees and 1 M-1
caxrbine, 1 ChiCom grensde, numerous rounds of ammunition
and mediocal supplies captured.

022010 H&S Company (=) received 2 inooming 60mm rounds which re-
sulted in 4 USMC WIA. | ‘

030800 Compuny D, LY, received sniper and sutouatic weapons fire
from coord 550429 and returned the fire and-called in an
84mm mortar fire mimsion. <Lhe results wewe one VG -
KIa (prob) and 1 USHC WIA, }

0%308(» Company B found 8 metal punji stakes in pits at coord *
598480 and deastroyed eame,

030830 BLT 1/3 chopped OPCCON to the 4th Marines,

030930 Company B found one M=16 AP mine at 604475 on a trail with
a mine detector. The mine had been marked with an 6"
plece of bamboo. ‘

031000 Company C patrol apprehended 6 VCS at coord 555433, (wo
of the VCS were carrying a sound powered loudspeaker,

031030 Company A reported they had evacuated a total of 31,500
lbs of rice by helicopter and destroyed 30,000 1bs of rice,
that was found on objective #4.,

051100 H&S Co(-) reported they had destroyed 3,000 1bs of rioe
that had besen found on objective #5.

031135 Company A apprehended one VC with family who claimed he
wanted to become a Chyeu Hoi. Results were 6 VCS appre-
hended and evacuated.

031800 Unit positionss A 544442, B 583496, C 548433, D 546427,
HES (=) 546430,

032210 Coumpany D received sniper fire from coord 549420. Artil-
lery was fired on the sniper‘’s position with negative results,

040050 Company 4 received 2 incoming 60mm rounds, GCounter-mortar
fire was delivered to the suspected mortar position at ooord
552442 with wnknown results,

040230 Company C received one incoming friendly 105mm HE round
which resulted in {1 USMC WIA (Ns).

040745 Company D had their lead elements hit a surprise firing
device at 555427 made fiom an artillery shell. The results
were 2 USMC WIA,

040800 Company C rec’eived gutomat@m,m%ﬂﬁﬁgﬁom obj 6 (8nol 1),
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0408%
040940
040945
041030
041245
041320
041505
041615
041800

041800
042220

050045

050115
050715
050900

051745
051800

051945
060600
9. Results

Be EBne
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A man from Company D tripped a ChiCom grenade rigged

as a surprise firing device at coord 559427 resulting

in 4 USMC WIA.

Company C secured objective # (Encl 1).

A man from Company D triggered a ChiCom grenade rigged in

& foot trap at coord 565424 resulting in 1 USMC WIA.

A man from Company C tripped one surprise firing device
resulting in 1 USMC WIA. - o

Company D departed the AOA for the 4th Marines position,
Company A received automatic weapons fire from coord 571420,
A man from Company A triggered s surprise firing device

at 573418 resulting in {1 USMC WIA.

Company A secured objective #7.

Unit positions A 585411, B 58349, G 581413, H&S(-) 582412,
Company D chopped GPCAN to the 4th Marines,

Company G patrol received 25 sniper rounds fired at them fron
coord 577413, ,

Company A received 4 rounds of incoming 60mm mortar fire.
The Recon P1t direoted 15 rounds of counter-mortar artillery
with good target ocoverage.

Company A spotted a VC to their front and fired at him.

The VC returned fire which resulted in 1 UsSMC WIA.

All wnits except ompany B were moving to the 4th Marines
area at Camp Evans,

Company C's rear point received 100 rounds of smgll arms -
fire “rom coord 579409, Fire was returned with 250 rounds.
of M-16 snd approximately 85 rounds of artillery was fired
into the area, An armed UH-1E was utilized to fire sup-
ressive fire.

sL 1/ 5(-) arrived at an assembly arsa near Camp Lvans,
Unit positions: A 534334, B 5834%, C 538332, B&S (<)
537334

Company B and Battery A 1/12 were backloaded aboard the

USS DULUTH from Green Beach.

Operation Beacon Point was terminated.

Loeses

2 KIA Confirmed
1 KIA Probable
25 Detainees

b. Wegpons Captured
1 M=2 Carbine

c. Equipment Captured
17 ChiCom Grenades
1 French Grenade
6 M-26 Grenades

200 5.56mm rounds
300 7.62mnm rounds
76 7.62mm rounds, linked
360 ,30cal rounds

it
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9 5Tmm R,R. rounds .
90 60mm Mortar rounds
6 81mm Mortar rounds
1. 105mm Howitzer round
1 82mn Mortar round
60 40mm rounds
82 M2A4 Bounding Mines
71,500 lbs of Rice
8 Spools of trip wire
2 Maps
Asgorted medical supplies
1 Poncho

d, lriondly Losses

2 KIA
26 WIA
8 WIA (NB)

e, Friendly Equipment Lost or Destroyed, None,

10, Administrative Matters

a. Postgl, All mail was delivered to the BLL rear aboard ship, sorted

by unit, passed to the LSA and delivered to the field on a daily Dasis via
resupply helicopters, No difficulties were sncountersd, ‘

b. Logistics, From 1-5 Sep all resupply was accomplished by helicop-
ter from the 4th Marines LSA on a daily baeis, All classes of supply were
mede available from the LSA with the exception of class II non-consumables
which were furnished from BLT Op stooks, Kesupply on 6 Sep was effected by
truck convoy from 4th Marines LSA, No extreme difficulties were encountered,

c., Treatment of Casugities and Fvacuation, Casualties were evacuated
by helicopter from the operating area directly to the U3S OKINAWA LPH=-3
PCS. Unit casualties were reporsted via HST and Tac Log nets to BLL 1/3
Se1, to CIG 79.4 to CM:, No difficulties were encountered,

d. Commnicgtions, During the operation communications were generally
satisfactory with the exception of occasional but oontinuing over-riding of
ane frequency upon another frequency.

11. Gommander's Anglysis

During Operation Beacon roint 71,500 Lbs of rice were uncovered,
41,500 1bs were evacuated and the remainder was destroyed by burning as
directed by higher authority, The requirement to evacuate the above
amount of rice caused a considerable delay in the overall tactical scheme
of maneuver and did limit the amount of time to complete the operatiom,
In a previons nneration under similar circumstances, refugee personnel

%ﬁ;od into the area to assist the tactical troops in bagging .
1

ng a large rice ocache, The delay in the tactical situation

an
was held to a minimum period of time,
~wemndiion, 8 M@ aE__
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A5 in nost search and destroy type operations, the time allouted was
not adequate for a thorough, extensive seuxch and destroy of the arca
assigned. The results could have becn considerably wore conc lusive,

It is suggested that plins for future operations consider the em-
ployment of indigenous personnel for the removal of extremely large rice
caches and that sufficient time be allotted for the unit involved to con-
duct a thorough, detailed search and destroy operationm,

A. I. THOMAS
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A HEADQUARTEHS
' Battalion Landing Team 1/3
9th Marine Amphibious Brigade
FPO, San Francisco 96602
14 september 1967

lstB:, 3dMar S & C No. O3 0-¢ )
Copy No. ] of 5 Copwes L

Commanding Qfficer
Commander, Task Group 79.4

Coubat After Action Report (Operation Fremont)

(a) 4th Mar Frag Order 43-67 (Operation Fremont)
(b) BLT 1/3 Oral Frag Order (See Operation Overlay)

(1) Overlay to Operation Fremont

4. Code Name, Fremont; Search and Destroy Operation.,

2. Dates and Location of (peration, 6-9 September 1967, Thua Thien and

Quang Tri Provinces, HVN,

3« Command Headquarters, Headquarters, Fourth larine Regiment.

SUB OHDINATE UNITS

H&S Company Captain piCK
Company A €aptain LARIMURE
Company B Captain LANDuS
Company C Captain BUKLESON
Company D Captain RICHARRSMN

4., Llask Organizavion.

BLT 1/3 (-) LtCol THOMAS
H&S Co (-)(Rein) Capt MACK
B&s Go (=)
81mm Mortar Plt It PARKKR
Tet stry 4, 1stBn, 1<th mar (Luid.) Lty WINSU Q
18t Clearing Plat (Rein) Co B 3d ‘
MedBn Lt KANfuk (USH)

v DEGLASSIFIEAm——
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Det 15th Dental Co Lt MCGINN
18t Plat (~) Co B 3d Reconin Lt MATSUMOTU
Lo A (Rein) Cob LART KOS
Go A |

FO Tm Btry A, 1st Bn 12th Mar
Det 24 Plat (Rein) Co A, 5d Engr Bn
Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co B, 3d SP Bn (HSY)
Dot H&3 Co
Det Intel Sect
Det Med Plat
Det Comm P’lat
Det IT Team
1st Sec, 81mm Mort Plat
Co B (Rein) Capt LANDaS
Co B
FO Tm Btry A, 18t Bn 12th Mar
Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co A, 3d Engr Bn
Det 24 Plat (Bein) Co B, 3d SP Bn (HST)
Det H&S Co
Det Intel Sect
Det Med Plat
Det IT Team
2d Sec, B1mm Mort Plat
Co G (wis) Capt BURLZSCN
Co C

FO Tm Btry A, 1st Bn 12th Mar ‘
Det 2d Plat (Bein) Co 4, 34 Eagr 3n  [DEGLASSIEIED
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Det 24 Plat (Hein) Co B, 3d SP Bn (HST)
Det H&S Co

Det Intel Sect

Det Med Plat

Det Comm Plat

Det IT Teanm

34 sec, B1m: ; ont PLoG

23 vlat (-)(izinj Co A 3d Engr Bn Lt WeNIWORTH (6-7 sep 67)
Lt GARDNzR  (8-9 Sep 67)

2d P1t, Co i, 3d ungr Bn
Det H&S Co, 3d dngr Bn
Det Engr Supt Co, 34 Engr Bn

2d Plat (-)(Rein) Co B 3d SP Bn Lt WYMER

24 Plt, Co B, 34 SP Bn
Det H&S Coy 3d SP Bn
as Attachments and Detachment:i
(1) Detachments, Co D (kein) to 2d Bn 4th rarines,
(2) Attachments, oeu Tisk (Urganizatian,

5 sSupporting Forces

a. Artillery. General Jup.ort Reinforcing Fires were available and
provided by the 1st Provisionsl 155mn Battery, 34 Bn 12th lMarines and Bat-
tery Hy 3d Bn 12th Marincs ., both located at Coord 468380, The 24 Provisional
15 dattery, 3d Bn 1<th ..rines, located at Coord 535323 algo provided
reinforeing fires, No linl nassions were fired in support of the Battaliomm,

Ammunition sxpenditure -
137 Hg (18t Prov Btry 36, 2d Prov Btry 2, H Btry 99)
8 WP (24 Prov Btry 7, H Btzy 1)
9 Illum (H Btry 9)

Missioni_li_‘i.r_u.d
Observed 8 (1ut bProv Bty 1, 2d Prov Biry 3, W stry 4)

TR DEGLASSI! nu—
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b. Adr Support, Air Support consisted of helicopter resupply and
Medevac missions as requested from 4th Marines, No fixed wing aircraft
were utilized,

6. Intelligence, knemy action was limited to scattered sniper activity
and small, team-sized encounters, Villagers in the area of operationsg
were generally uncooperative.

Patrol activity encountered innumerable punji pits and stakes, both wooden
and metal wire, frequently at ground level along trails and roads.

(ne noteworthy cache of weepons and documents was found in an outcropping
of bamboo alang & trail by Company B.

7. Missian, BLT 1/3 (=) establish blocking positions X and Yj provide
gecurity for forward artillery position utilizing platoon of tanks at
vicinity of coord YD 461382; provide screening force north of 2/4 operat=
ing ares vicinity of YD 400430 capable of reinforcing northern most 2/4
meneuver element located along exis blue an order (see enclosure (1))y
Deintain ome rifle platoon on 15 minute alert as Sparrow Hawk with remain-
der of company prepared to follow on one hour notice to come to the aid
of District Headquarters at Phong Dien, Huong Dien, Huong Tra and Juang
Dien,

8, Bxecution, At 041800 September (967, one company was attached to the
24 Bn, 4th Marines to participate in their search and destroy activities.
Three companies and the Alpha Command Group moved by truck from Phang
Dien to designated blocking positions, The operation terminated with a
truck movement back to Camp Zvans and then an to Colco Ramp for a water=-
borne backload to ARG Shipping. ‘

a. Chronological Sequence of wvents

060600H Operavion Fremont commenced for BLT 1/3.

06103H Company A and Alphe Command Group arrived at blocking
position Y and consolidated positions with 105 and 155
artillery units,.

061245H Company C arrived at dismount point and commenced sweep
to egtablish blocking position X,

061540 Company C received small arms sniper fire at coord 443396,

0615450 Company B arrived at dismount point and commenced sweep
to establish screening position,

0617200 Company B received small arms sniper fire at coord 422433,
Returned fire with 3, M79 rounds and observed two VO run-
ning, Swept area with negative results,

061730H Company B uncovered ten punji pits and approximgtely 150
punji stakes and destroyed same, Coord 422438,

and requested an artillery mission but missiom was not

ITATSSYIOND

-~

results,
062045 Company B consolidated screening position,
062400H Company positions: Co A 467379, Go B 410430, Co C 436404,

s O ot DECLASSIF] mm—
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061815 Company B received small arms sniper fire from coord 415438

cleared, Returned fire with approximately 300 rounds 5,56,
250 rounds T.62, and 6 rounds M79. Swept area with negative

T
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070800:

0708551

07111CH
0711158

07122CH
071245H
071515H

071700H
07240CH
080915H

081045H

0812304
08145CH

081905H
081945H

082400H
09y1015H
0910451

091300H
0913300
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Company B discovered 30 wire punji stakes and 100 wooden
stakes hidden in the brush atv coord 410430, Destroyed
same. -
Company B received small arms sniper fire from coord
408429, Returncd approximetely 20 rounds of 5.56 and
maneuvered elements into the area. Searched with neg-
ative results, .
Company B resupply helicopters received sniper fire a
coord 401429, .

Company B patrol detonated booby trapped ChiCom grenade
at coord 410427. C(ne USMC WIA sustained.

Company B medevac helicopters received small arms sniper
fire from coord 409433 and 408420, Fired 6 rounds 60mm
mortar and 4 rounds 89mm mortar suppreseive fire,

Patrol from Company A received smell arms sniper rire at
coord 441383, Returned 10 rounds 5.56 and searched area
with negative results. ——
rarrol from Company A received small arms sniper fire
from coord 43537 and revurned 35 rounds 5.56 and 9
rounds of 81mm mortar Searched area with negatvive results,
Company C patrol canducted Ms<DCAP in friendly village at
coord 40545%, ‘ireated 15 civilians.

Compeny positions: Co A 467379, Co B 395434, Co C 436404,
H&S (-) 468382 .

Company B sustained one USMC WIA (N&) result of punji
stake injury at coord 415432,

Company B discovered weapons cache hidden in bamboo
thicket at coord 417431, Found ane auvomgtic and four
bolt action pifles, two ChiCom grenades, assorted small
arms ammmition and propaganda.

Company B patrol found military training documents, two
hand drawn maps and propaganda at coord 409446,

Company C patrol received small arms sniper fire from
coord 442399, Returned two rounds M 79 and searched area
with negative results, :

Company A patrol detonated booby trapped ChiCom grenade
at coord 435377, Sustained one USMC WIA.

Company C obgserved approximately 35 personnel preparing
to establish positions at coord 424414. All appeared
0 be wearing similar dark clothing with some vype of
headgear. Artillexy missiom requested and fired 99
rounds 105 mm and 38 rounds 155mm, Fatrols were dis-
patched to block area until first light. Search teams
were moved into area at first light and found nothing.
Company positions: Co A 467379, Co B 415420, Co G 436404,
Hks (=) 468382,

Company A and Alpha Command Group departed by.truck for.
Camp Evans,

Compeny A and Alphs Command Group arrived at Camp nvans,

Companies By, C and D arrived at Camp svans,
Battalion departed Camp Lvans by truck convoy for Colco

o DECLASSHME——
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091520H "Truck convoy arrive: Coice samp and waterovorne backload
com lenced,

0y1530L  Uperational coanvrol of BLT 1/3 passed from 4th Mar to
CiG 79.4 (CG 3d MarDiv bsg 091529Z Sep).

9, Results

a. Lnemy Losses
0 KIA Confirmed
0 KIA Probable
0 Detained

b, Weapons Capuured
1 7.62 PPSL M1941 Russian Ske with drum magazine
3 AK40 Bolt action vifles
1 Frencn bolt acvion ritle
2 ChiCou grenadgs
2 11A2 grenade launcincis
2 1/2 1b blocks of CnaCon LINT
88 rounds 7.6¢ ammunicion
2 1-16 magazines (loaded)

c. Wkguipment Capturcd
1 Mogazine pouch
2 Hand-drawn maps
assorted Jocuments and Propaganda

d. Friendly Losges
2 WIA
1 WIa (Ns)

e, Friendly sguipment Lost or Destroyed. N.uce

10, Aduinistratvive iw-tlersg

a. Postul, Mail was delivered vo vhe Bul : :ar avcrud ship, sorted,
and delivered to the field with no difriculiied.

b, Logistics, Units were resupplied by helicupuer and vruck daily
from tae Loh av Camp mvans, No difficultics were encounterzed,

c. ‘treavment of Cysuglties and Mvacuauion, Casualties were evacuated
by helicopter with priority and emergency medevacs being sent to the LoH
and routine medevacs to Camp mvans, No problems were encountered,

d., Communications, Commanications were good with no difficulties
encountered,

11, Commander's Anglysis

ne of ihe missions assigned to BLT 1/3 was security of a forward artil-
lery position that consisted of two battaries, The pusition selected by

the artillery elements was almomEmMSSm?ﬂE@y crest of the hill end
¢ el ey
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it was considered necessary to have the artillery move to a lower portitn
of the hill where thny could be vetter protected from enemy action and
observation and stiil accomplish their mission,

In agddition, this gssisted the ground commgnder in accomplishing his
mission by making the greatest utilization of the best defensive terrain
available baeged on his persounel strength.

The working relatiunship between the security and artillery organizetioms
was outstanding but prior coordination in this. case could have prevented
a second move,

The above incident had no gdverse effect on the overall opergtion, How-
ever, it is suggested that in future, similar operstions the ground com=
mgnder responsible for security and the grtillery commander coordingte
to the greateat extent possible to ensure the best utilization of the
available terrain and the limited number of security persomnel.

AL Thopma

A, I, THOMAS

——
DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

Mar Sheet No, 6442 11 @E@M&S@ﬂﬁﬂE@

oy P,L. mmma\
| ) "
/ ¢
’/

Sy
B

LT

7
oD |
e ' . P
7/

Po' . uxlun’h\[ .<."'_'-'1081"l"5:‘2 (1)

DECLASSIFIED



|

UNCLASSIFIED

From: Commanding Officer
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HEADQUARTERS
Battalion Landing Team 1/3
9t Marine Amphibious Brigade 3/PDF/des
FPQ, San Francisco €6602 5050

27 September 1967

1atBr, doMar ¢ & CNo@ o k) 9-67 i

To: Commander, Task Group 79.4 Copy No, ) jt::t_l

Subj: Combat After Action Report (Operation BALLISTIC CHARCE)

Ref: a) CTG 79.4 OpFlen 420A-67
b) CTG 79.4 Brdg Order#10for Openstion!BALLISLIC CHARGE
¢) BLT 1/3 Frag Order #1 for Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE
d) Meps: Vietnam AMS 1:50,000 Series L7014 Sheets 66401 and 664011

Encl: (1)v Overlay to Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE

1. Code Nsme. BALLISTIC GHARGEg_ﬁearcF #ad Destroy Operation,

2. Dates and Location of Operation, 16-27 September 1967. Tinh Quang Nam

and Tinh @uang Tin Provinces, RVN.

3" Command Headquarters.

H&S Company

C%ppany A

Cémpany B

Company €

Company D

4,2" Mortar Battery
4, Task Organization

BLT 1/3 (-)

H&S Co (-z(gein)

&S Co (=) - o It TiRKER }
Det Btry 4, 1stBn. 12thMar (LnTw) Lt JOHNSON UNCLISSIgngq
Dot Hq Btry 1stBa. 12thMar (NGF LnTm) Ltjg COLE ., u

CTG 754

SUBORDINATE UNITS

Captain MACK
Cavtoin LARIMORE
Captain LANDES.
Captain BURLESON *
Captain RICHARDSON "

Captain PATTERSON

LtCol THOMAS

Captain MACK

1
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1st Plt (-) Co B 2 ReconBn 1.t FRANCIS
Det Interpreter Team
Det Interrogator Translator Team
Co A (Rein) Capt:  LARIMORE
Co A
FO Tm Btxry A, 1st Bn 12th Mar
Det 24 Plat (Rein) Co A, 3d Engr Bn f%?
Det 24 Plat (Rein) Co B 3d SP Bn (HST) "
Det H&S Co
Det Intel Sect
Det Med Plat
Det Comm Plat
13té&2d Sect 8imm Mortar Plat
Det Thnterrogator Translator Team
Co B (Rein) Capt LANDES 4
Co B
FO Tm Btry A, 1st Br 12th Marines
Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co A, 3d Engr Bn
Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co B, 3d SP Bn (HST)
Det E&S Co
‘Det Intel Sect
Det Med Plat
Det Comm Plat
Det Interrogator Translator Team
Co C (Rein) Capt BURLESON
Co C

FO T™m Btry A, 1st Bn 12th Marines

UNCLASSIFIED,
o

Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co 4, 3d Engr Bn

5
DECLASSIFIED



——

DECLASSIFIED

jox’ .

K
SLTm T tee Blee s Bl
Det 24 Plat (Hw»in) Uo B, 3d 3P Bn (H:T)
Det H&S Co
Dgt Intal Sect
Det Med Plat
Det Comm Plat
Dét Interrog tor Translator Toom

4,2" Mortar Btry 2dBn 12th Marines Capt PATTERSON

24 Plat (-)(Rein) Co A, 3d Engr Bn Lt GARDNER

poed PLety "GOk 13 Sngr Bn
Det H&S Co, 3d Engr Bn
Det Engr Supt Co, 3d Engr Bn

2d Plat (-)(Rein) Co B, 3d SP Bn Lt WYMER

2d Plat, Co B, 3d SP Ba
Det H& Co, 3d SP Bn

4th Plat (Rein) Co A, 5th AmTracBn Lt KAUFMAN

4th Plat Co A, 5th AmTracBn
Det H&S Co 5th AmTracBn

34 Plat (Rein) Co ¢, 3d Tank Bn Lt BUCKLEY

3d Plat Co C, 3d Tank Bn
Det H&S Co 3d Tenk BEn

18t Plat (~) Co B, 33 Recon Bn Lt FRANCIS

BLT RESERVE
Co D (Rein) Capt RICHARSON
Co D
FO Tm Btry A, 1stBn 12thMar
Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co &, 3d Engr Bn

Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co B, 3d SP Bn (HST)

3
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Dot H&S Co
Det Intel Secy
‘Det Med Plat
Det Comm Plat

R
Det Imtérropstor Tronsistor Toan

5. Supporting Forces

ARFilleny:

a.

bl

(M

(2)

(3)

(1)

Direct artillery support was furnished by 4.2" Mortar Battery 24
Bn 12th Marines, which was displaced with the Alpha Command Grouf
by LVI¥s so that it could continuously support the battalion.

General support reinforcing fires were svailable from units located
at HOI-AN, ' o0 00w s Cl e e,

Ammunition Expendituren
841 HE

73 WP
85 Illum

Adueicns Fired
Observed 20

Uncbserved 1
H&1I 29%

Naval Gunfire Supnport

(1)

(2)

(3)

(5)

Naval gunfire cupport was provided by the USS WALDRUN (DD-699)
which is armed with three twin 5"/38 caliber mounts, the USS SMALL
(DDR-838) which is srmed with three twin 5"/38 caliber mounts,

and the USS HOPEWELL (DD-681) which is armed with four single
5'"/38 caliber mounts.

The USS WALDRON was in support during 16 September to 18 Sepis
tenbyom. The ship fired 232 rounds of preparation fire ot 9 targets,
and %9 rounds of night H&I fires at 6 targets.

The USS HOPEWELL was in support from 16 September to 21 September,
The ship fired 211 rounds of preparation fire at 6 targets, 61
rounds of called fire at 3 targets (resulting in 5 VC KIA Prob. ),
and 712 rounds of night H&I fires at 137 tergets.

The USS SMALL was in support frow 27 Septembsr to 22 September,

The ship fired 120 rounds of night fires at 20 targets.
UNCLASSIFIED

A total of 1,371 mounde ware firnd af J8% tergetso,
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ﬂm’ﬂtiii&iﬁ ion Hxperded

Uss SMALL UnS WALDRON USS HOFPEWELL
120=HC 238=-H( 901-HEC
25.WP 23.WP
-J11lum 20.AAC
15440 (3"/50)
267
984
c. Air Support.

(1) Tactical close air support was sparingly used during Operation
BALLISTIC CHARGE. Four sorties were used to prep the LZ prior to
the heliborne assault. One flight of fixed wing ran a strike at
positions indicated at BT-221459 with a BDA of 5 structures des-
troyed and 5 damaged.

(2) UH-1E's ran 6 sorties with an unknown BDA. Troops moving into
the fire supression areas found blood ard bandages but no VC bodies.

(3) Aerisl observers were used approximately 5 hours each day giving
the battalion useful informatisn as to enemy troop movement and
disposition. Helicopters wers wsed to transport two companies and
H&S Company (-) in the LZ on b-Day.

{

[ ;

(4) Four C&C aircraft were used by the battmlion which gave the Bsttal-
ion.. Commander an airborne tactical evaluation of the conduct of
Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE.

(5) There were 9 priority medevacs during the operation.

Intelligence

a., Initially, the enemy employed aggressive delaying action characterized
by sniping and ambushing tactics., During the later search phase, snemy
contact diminished to isoclated small unit incidents. Scatiered mines
and punji ¥raps were found throughout the AOA.

be Guided by indigenous officials and informsnts, thorough searches turned
up many bunkers, caves, and false tunnels but few objects of intelli-
gence value. One prisoner captured, claimed to be & National Liberation
Front Cadreman at District level.

¢+ Less than satisfactory results were achieved through the indigencus
informants who frequently changed reports of what they knew of the
area, On two occasions they refused to accompany BLT patrols. Con=
versely, the interpreters essigned proved invaluable in obtaining

intelligence of immediate tactical value. DNCLASSIFIED
Mission. BI.T 1/7 - . -llour on Defry conduct a helo assault into LZ CROW,
Tentt

Y goordifene W99474,(a9¢wbndto nZ GUOBH centersopbirddate. QOGZQ?th K-
(HOQr’U%HJW&i(ah/amphlﬁlbﬁslﬂ*%ault over Red: ﬂ@?chqconmejb@obldfuht 5 56 .
D it & TIHETVE) cbmpaty ity bed doiiti thed i brdero 6T Teag fesiveiGoniinay
to maintain platoon size Sparrow Huwk force IAW Ro ference B whllf mb@;ked.
Conduet search and destroy ﬂprxntléns to the North. G
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Execution. At H-Hour, 160700 H September 1947, two rifle companies con-
ducted mn amphibious asseult across Red Beaca in successive waves. They
immedistely deployed =and séized Objectives #2 and #3. At L-Hour, 160700-H
September 1967, one company conducted a helilorne agsault on the alternate
Landing Zone GOOSE and proceeded to seize Objective #1. The Alpha Commend
Group and the reserve company landad in en LZ at coordinates 227498 after
it had been secured by forces who landed over Red Beach. Three companies
then conducted a rapid arem sweep in a Northerly direction with the Alpha
Wommend, Group and one company following in trace. Following the ropid
swoep, the BLT moved South in the AQA conducting a deliberate search and
destroy operation.

&, thonological Sequence of Events

160600H Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE commenced for BLT 1/34
1607048 The first two waves of Company A had landed on Iod .each.
160710H Company B had landed on Red Beach.
160715H The first elements of Company C redeived small arms fire from
LZ GOOSE.
160720H The first elements of Company C landéd in LZ GOOSE.
16072TH Company C received light small arms sniper fire fvadngcodondd-
nates 202478.
160730H One helicopter received small arms sniper fire coming into
LZ GOOSE and Company ¢ sustained 1 USN WIA.
160755H Elements of the Alpha Command had landed in an LZ at coor=-
dinates 227498.
160816H Company A captured 2 VC8 at coordinates 221503,
160820H Company A captured one VCS hiding in & hut at coordinates S
220504 . i
160825H Company A seized Objective #2. : ﬁﬁ?
160828H Company B seized Objective #3. Bk
160829H Company C seized Objective #1e
160830H Company A captured 1 VCS in a hut with a cartridge belt and
grenade near the entrance at coordinates 218504.
160849H Company B discovered punji pits at coordinates 234492 and
234488, They were marked with stakes at the corners point-
ing townard the center,
16090011  Conpeny U capbured 2 VOS5 ol coordinutes 207473,
161000H iecon platoon captyred §5:N€3 at coordinmbtes 218506.
161030H Company C sustained 1 USMC WIA as a result of incoming sniper
rounds at coordinstes 207473,
161030 Company A sustained 1 USMC WIA due to sniper fire at coordi-
nates 220507,
161055 Company B received sniper fire at coordinates 217486, They
also picked up 2 VCS in the same area.
161100H Company D picked up 1 VCS at coordinates 216507. !
161100H Company A had found 1 VCS without an identification card
at coordinates 213511,
161100K Company C captured 1 female VCS at coordinates 207473.
161200H Company A received sniper fire at coordinstes 215516,
161315H Company D discovered 5 butterfly mines at coordinates
212518, They were destroyed.
161330 Company C received sniper fire at coordinates 195481 and
194484, They returned fire with M=16 and M=79 rounds with

negative results,
6 Al
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16400 |

161500H

161630H

161730H

161739H
161800H

161800H
1618154

1618 4OH
162100H

162110H
162115H
162130H

1621551

162330H
162330H
170745H
1708201

170825H
1708301

1708551
170900H

170910H
1709304

170930H

170945H

DECLASSIFIED

Udmnr s hrd fodnd & young bov with 1,500 piasters, at coor-
Fin ohen 200520, 5o vas detained as a VCS.

.1‘11&})- iyt loczted 2 VCS at coordin&fces 2105180-

Company C sustained 1 USMC WIA as a result of a punji pit
injury at coordinates 185492,

Recon received approximatalv 50 rounds of smell arms fire
from 9 VG at coordinates 213526 and 212528. They returned
fire with the M~16 #al M-T9 resulting in 1 VC KIA confirmed
and 1 VC KIA probable.

Company D captured 1 VCS as he was running away at coordinates
210520,

Company C seized Ubjective #4.

Company C piocked up 1 VCS male hiking at coordinates 211476,
Another VCS was picked up a2t coordinates 185495.

Company positions: Co A 205520, Co B 188512, Co G 180498 Co D
208517, H&S (-) 27519.

Company D captured a VOS hiding in a bunker at ooordinates
210519.

Company A picked up 1 VCS at coordinates 207522,

Comparny C observed approvimately 100 indigenous personnel
crogsing the Truang Giang River at coordinates 175505. They
called supporting arms ~o ihem from Mortar Battexy2/12,
The results were unkoown.

Company B received 3¢ rounds of enemy small arms fire =t
coordinates 193514.

Company D received sniper fire at coordinates 207519,
Company A had a listening post receiving 6 automatic rounds
at coordinates 203521, They threw a grenade and returned to
the lines,

Company A had 1 VC sneaking toward the lines at coordinates
208522, He was taken under fire with M-16ts. The result

was 1 VC KIA confirmed.

Company C received approximately 20-30 rounds of small arms
fire at coordinates 178502,

Companv R auatained 1 UsSiC YIn ca o posn)t of shripneds 7ion

tnddentifiad dne omimso ki vy ca VihiiyUipand s L coocc i ben 194512,

Vompany & received 10 rounds oi incoming sniper fire at
coordinstes 205524.

Recon picked up 1 VC5 with an emputited les o1 coordinctes
2095504

Recon received sniper fire from coordinstes 2095%9,

Comwr rir & sustained 2 USHC V'T. from dnidedlilped incomfingolecr o

ch 18NS Poundn o4 ieoordin Les 211040,

Compiotly B had secured Ubjective ##6.

Conpany C received 20 rounds of sniper fire at coordinates
177510, They returned fire wnd celled a 60mm mortor mission
with necative results.

Comprny C reported that Objective 7#5 was secured.

Company C discovered 1,000 punji stakes and 1,000 pounds

of rice at coordinates 167515. These were destroyed. They
also captured 1 VCS,

Company A discovered & fresh grave with a body ot coordinates
208544. One VC KIA confirmed was credited.

Compeny A picked up 8 VC3 in a hut at coordinates 208544.

o
.
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171000H
1710351
171140H
1712151

171230H
171305H

1714 00H

171400H
1714304

171510H
171530H

171630H

171640H
171800H
171900H
172005H
172007TH

172035H
18090CH

180930H
1811001
1811000

181115H

181230H
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Company B picked up 1 VCS at coordinatcs 130536,

Compuany A loeated 4 VCS in o hut at coordinates 208548,
Company 4 had found 19 US 2,75" rockets at coordinates
212562, They were destroyed.

Recon took 4 VC under fire atv coordinntes 212557 with
negative results,

Company A seized Ubjective #8.

Recon had seen 4 VC with weapons at coordinates 209538. They
were laken under fire with negative results.

Comperny C discovercd an assortment of medical supplies at
coordinates 171516,

Company 4 had sccured Ubjective /7.

Company B discovered 150 punji stlcks ot coordinates 182536.
They were destroyed.,

Recon took 4 VC with weapons under fire at coordinates 211-
510. 'The results were 1 VO KIA confirmed.

A patrol from Company C killed 1 VG as he tried to run away
from them at coordinstes 175509,

Compzny B had an outpost receiving from 150-200 rounds of
small arms fire at coordinates 190535, A platoon with 2
tanks in support was dispatched to help out.

Company A located 1 VCS hiding in a bunker at coordinates
197544, |
Company positions: Co A 205537, Co B 192532, Co C 173515,
Co D 203537, and H&S (-) 204537,

Company A fired upon 1 VC carrying a carbine at coordinates
204544 with negative results.

A Company B listening post received 5 rounds of incoming
small arms fire at coordinates 19153%0.

Company A wounded & VC as he ran from the lines at coordi-
nates 201544.

A listening post from Company A was probed at coordinates
205538, Two hand grenades were thrown by the LP with
negotive results,

A patrol from Company C called an 81mm Mortar Mission on
snipers =1 coordinates 184504. One VC was seen in the area
where the mortar rounds landed. 1 VG XTA probable was claimed,
Comniny D susteined 2 IA when wniideonip: weesr weiul Lgpdod

At eootdinybees ROGTHREBLG.

Company C killed 1 VU us he tried to swim away from them «t
coordinates 164517,

A patrol from Compony C fired upon 6 VC who appenred to be
carrying something ¢t coordinates 173514. One V¥C fell and
was carried away by the others. 1 KIA probable wis credited.

Company A had found a villege with appearances of small pox
at coordinmtes 219540,

dinates 205515, He said that 2 of his buddies were killed
at coordinntes 192531 on the 17th. Company B, who engaged
in a fire fight with VC in thet srea, received credit for

2 VC KIA confirmed.

Company D discovered 1 wounded VG hiding in & cave at coore- E
[+
4
i
-
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181235H
181410H
181430H
181520H
181655H

181730

18180CH
1820008
162130H
182230H
190300H
190745H
190930H
190940H
190940H

191015H

191315H

191415H

191430H
191 60CH

1916400

191800H

191900H
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Company A picked up 8 VCS hiding in verious huts and bunkers
at coordinates 215546,

Company A searched through bunkers and huts at coordinates
221535 and rounded up 7 VCS.

Alphe, Command picked up 1 VG35 who was pointed out by the
village~chief at coordinates 201519,

Company A received 5 rounds of sniper fire from coordinates
204516.

Company A fired upon 1 VC who was shooting at helicopters
at coordinates 202522, The results were negative.

Company C called an Army aerial observer to check out
numerous indigenous personnel at coordinates 174485. An
air strike was called when the serial observer received
sniper fire, The Army TAO reported 135 KIA probable as
BDA, However since area was outside assigned AQOA a verifi-
cation of this BDA wes not accomplished.

Company positions: Co A 203519, Co B 192512, Co C 186494,
Co D 200518, H&S (=) 201519.

An ambush patrol from Company B received approximately 30
rounds of smell arms fire at coordinates 189522,

Company C had a listening post fired upén at coordinates
186498. They sustained 1 USMC WIA.

Company A called an 81mm Hortar Mission on approximately 20
Ve at coordinates 212520, The results were negative.

The ITT Team released § detainees as innocent civilians

at coordinates 201526,

Company A captured 1 indigenous personp(&tnbobﬂdin&méﬁﬁut
805516 ) who stated rthiatthe #8854ATVC. ‘

Company A received 2 rounds of sniper firc £t coordinates
205517.

Company D sustained 1 USMC WIA from shrapnel at coordinates
207506,

Company D received sniper fire from coordinates 207506. They
picked up 1 VCS near this area.

Company A received sniper fire from a tree line at coordim-
wites 213522, They advenced by fire and movement and found
1 V¢ KIA confirmed.

Company A located 2 indigenous personnel inwabomb shelter
who admitted being VC. They also uncovered = 9mm pistol, ?
transistor radio, 3 wrist watches, 2 cartridge belts, and
documents. These were at coordinstes 207517. !
UH-1E's fired on 6 VC after they took eniper rounds at
coordinates 202543. Company B swept the area and found a
bléody piece of clothing. 1 VG KIA probable was credited.
Recon found 1 VCS rolled up in & mat at coordinates 204525,
Company C captured 1 male VCS carrying medical supplies at
coordinates 185488,

Company C spotted 5 VC carrying what appeared to be 2 mortar

at coordinates 185483. Naval gunfire was called with excel+-
lent coverage. Five VC KIA probable were credited.

Company positions: Co A 203519, Co B 192512, Co C 186494,
Co D 200518,H&S Co (~) 201519.
Company A called an 81mn flortar mission on 4 VC ot coordis-

nates 209523 with negative results.

9 C
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1921234 A listening post from Company A was probed at coordinates
203536. They threw 2 grenndes and moved back to the:lines.

192130H Company C was hit on 3 sides by VC elements at coordinates
10649%, Duarinhide tbncounoed ifouse USNCVIA e yd syetained and
coudd VO K TA dwd s Ven i reed, 130ne VO3 eacapad during the
ofibghtsd caring the fight.

192145H Company D received incoming small arms fire from coordi-
nates 200520,

192215H Mortar Battery 2/12 sustained 1 USMC WIA at coordinates
200520 when an HE round exploded seconds afterilesving
the tube due to a faulty fuze.

192230H Company B received 20 rounds of small arms fire from
coordinates 192512,

200820H Company A received 2 rounds of sniper fire from coordinates
211517,

200947H Company A killed 1 VC at coordinates 2235068 as he was running
awaey from an aren of sniper fire.

201000H Company € sustained 1 USMC WIA as a result of a booby trap
at coordinates 195483,

201000H Company C had taken 6-8 VC under fire at coordinates 205473.
One VC KIA probable was credited. They also captured a
homenmsade pistol.

201600H Company C captured 1 VCS with a bullet wound in his foot
at coordinates 234487.

201800H Company positions: Co A 228516, Co B 219502, Co C 235489,
Co D 223503, H&S Co(-),221503,

201945H Company B fired at 3 VC with negative results at coordinates
217506,

201945H Recon had taken % VC under fire at coordinates 210505, They
got credit for 1 VC KIA probable when a scream of pain was
heard from 1 of the VC. Recon 2lso sustained 1 USMC WIA.

210800H Company B discovered 3-60mm motpar rounds and 1 trip wire
at coordinates 215497. The mortar rounds were destroyed.

210810H LVT's sustained 1 U512 WILA from a stray sniper round at
coordinates 215504.

210820H Company B picked up 2 VC3 hiding behind a hut at coordinates

218496,

211015 Company A had 2 VC KIA confirmed by an ambush 2t coordinates
224524,

211045H Company B received 10-20 rounds of sniper fire from coordd-
iavtas 212499,

211100 4 platoon from Company B wwept the area where they received ’

sniper fire at coordinates 212498, They flushed 2 VC and
killed one of them,

211145H Company B took 3 VC under fire at coordinates 210498 with
negative results,

211200H Company C sustained 1 USMC WIA when o booby trap was set
off it coordinates 2354088.

21144511 “wo engineers from Compeny C were killed when s mine that they werc
eobingaritiv'ciombat Hnivée bl éw.cup vat - doordinated 25249505,

211800H Company positions: Co A 228516, Co B 219502, Co C 235489,
Co D 223503, H&S Co(-) 221503,

212320H Company C received incoming small arms fire and 4 hand
grenades at coordinates 237493,

220545H All units departed for the LZ at coordinates 233501,

10 L
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220615H H&S Co(-) and Company D arrived at LZ at coordinates 233501.
220700H Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE w-n concluded and BLT 1/3 was
chopped to $he 1st Marines.( . coll).

9, Results
Sesu v

=,

b.

Enemy losses

14 KIA Confirmed
11 KI& Probable
55 Detainees

3 POW's

Weapons Captured
1 9mm Browning Pistol
1 Homemade Pistol

Equipment Captured
2 ChiCom Grenades

5 Butterfly Mines

1 M-26 Grenade

3 60mm Mortar Rounds
2 Certridge Belts

1 Poncho

1 Transistor Radio

3 Wrist Watches
$1,500 VN

Assorted Medical Supplies
Assorted Documents
1,000 Pounds of Rice
3,000 Punji Stakes

Friendly Losases
2 KIa
20 Wih

Friendly Equipment Lost or Destroyed
None

10, Administrative Matters

a,

b.

Postal, Mail delivery was effected vim resupply helo's to units
commencing D+2 and daily theredfter. Mo difficulties were encountered.

Logistics, Logistical support wau provided from ARG-A shipping. Resupply
was accomplished daily beginning D+1 utilizing helo's and LVT's, The
weather was a major factor in planning and coordinating time of resupply
via helo's, Resupply requeats were made from BLT S-4 direct $o the LSA
established aboard the USS DULUTH. No particular problems or difficul~
ties were encountered.

Treatment of Casualties and BEvacuation. 411 casualties and sheirlity
equipment were evacuated to the USS (KINAWA, Casualty reports were
made direct to BLT S-1 aboard USS CKINAWA., ©No difficulties were

encountered.,
UNCLASSIFIM ~
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1.

d. Communications, Logistics communicetions were effected via HST and
PAC-LOG nets. Communications with lelo's in the L.Z were made over
HST/LZ control nets, No extreme difficulties were encountered.

Commander's Analysise

Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE was characterized by a simultoneous surface
and helicopterborne assault into the Southern portion of the ACA, a
rapid sweep to the Northern limits of the AOA, and then a deliberate
geardh and:destroy back to the South., Operation BALLISITC CITARGE was
the first operation for this commander where sufficient time Wwas bllowed
£orca théwoughl' dedibrraote search and destroy. It is conusidered thot
the area of opersntion was fully covered.

The transition from Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE to Operation SHELBY-
VILLE was accomplished by a simultaneous heliborne withdrowal/assault
of three rifle companies plus the command ;roup into the new opersling
areg and the tactical withdrawal of one rifle company, a mortar hrit-ry
battery, an LVT platoon, and a tank platoon to the US3 DULUTIH was
accomplished with minimum delay. In virw of the helicopter availability,
the rifle company wes subscquently lifted from the USS DULUTI into the
new operating arema on » timely besois,

An amphibious withdravel is a complicated maneuver at it's best and
when combined with a simultaneous heliborne withdrawal/assault the
maneyver requires extremely closs coordination between the Navy and Marine
Corps forces involved, Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE is an excellent example
of the close cooperation enjoyed by the Navy-Marine Corps Team.

’ A HeW t8ehnique was used in this operation in that during the initial
preparation fires for the LZ and during the initial heliborne assault, the
BL{ ponmiadex:ond; the 1M commander wexe girborne,in.s, UH-1E.helippptex,
to observe and direct the initial phasgs, of, the opgration. During the
preparation fires for the primary LZ it became evident that the primary
LZ could not be properly prepared with the scheduled fires so the alternate
LZ was selected by the BLT commander and concurrcd with by the HMM
commander. The preparation fircs were shifted to the alternate LZ which
could be more casily prepared. The initial wave of the heliborne assault
was guided to the alternate LZ and the heliborne assault progressed
satisfactorily.

Being airborne gave the commanders the Sobbbilifiesvdoi 3

Shift preparation fires to likely arers of enemy concentrctionn
from the view point of the ground commanders. ‘.
. Guide the initial heliborne assault weve to the exact LZ desired.
;. Make adjustments to subsequent helicopter landing sites as
dietated by the enemy and terrain.
Influence the attack by having complete observation and the mosi
current infomation available of the situation. T
¢.  Adjust helicopter approach and retirement lanes as dictated by
the situation. '
One problem encountered was communications between the BLT commnander
and the SLF commander. Possible solutions are:
Passing information through HDC.
., Carrying on extrs AN/PRC-25 redio.
Changing froquencies of the Battalion tacticnl radio carried in the

AR

=

UH-~1L. v
The communications problem will be worked out during future operations.

IED
e DO — :
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It is highly recommended that the imm#dliate commander. oi’ thergrodnd
forces and the immediste commander of the helicopter forces involved
in a heliborne assault be airborne, in direct communicstions with each
other, in order that they can have current information end be in o
butter position to make timely decisions regarding the emoloyment of
their forces.

.

A. T. THOMAS
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HEADQUARTERS
H‘ ME? Batislion Lamding Team 9

9th Marine Amphibious Brigade

MN@MSS“H\E’% FPO, San Francisco 96602 .

5050
2 October 1967

From: Coypin’in: Officer
To: ~Commanding Officer, 1st Marines, 18t Msrinc Division (Rein), IMF

Subj: Combat After Action Report (Operstion SHELBYVILLE).

b) Maps: 1350,000 VIETNAM Series L7014, Sheets 6640I, II, III, and IV.
o) BLT 1/3 Frag Orders #1 and #2 (Sge operation overlay)

Ref': §a§ 1st Marines OpOrder 127-67 (Operation SHELBYVILLE)
BEncl: (1) Overlay to OpOrder 127-67
1, Code Name., SHELBYVILLE: Search and Destroy Operation.
2, Dates and Location of Operation. 220700H September 1967 through 280700 I
September 1937, Tinh Quang Nam Province, Quan Dien Ban Sector, RVN.
3. Command Headquarters, Headquarters, st Marines, 1&t Harine Division
(Rein), mMF,
SUBORDINATE UNITS

H&S Company Captain MACK
Company A Captain LARIMORT
Neo. 00 430 -7
Compary B | 18tBo, 3dMar S & C No. 90 40 Captain LANDES
Copy No. ) of 35 Coples
Company C Capt ain BURLGSON
Company D Capteain RICHARDSON

4., Task Organjization

BLT 1/3 (=) LtCol THOMAS
H&S Co (=)(Rein) Capt MACK

H&S Co (=)
Det Btry 4, 1stin, 12th Mar (Loln) Lt JOHNSON
1st Clearing liui (R:in) Co B 3d MedBn Lt KANTER (USN)
Det 15th Dental Co Lt MCGINN
18t Plat (-) Co B 3d ReconBn Lt FRANCIS
Co B (Rein) Capt LANIES
Co B

FO Tm Btry A, 1stBn 12th Mar
Det 2d Plad, éRein) Co A, 3d Engr Bn
Det 24 Plat (Rein) Co B, 3d SP Bn (HST)
Det H&S Co

Det Intel Sect

Det Med Plat

Det IT Team
2d Sect 81mm Mortar Plat
Det: Comm P1t 1
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Co C (Rein

Co C
FO Tm Btry A, 1stBn 12th Mar
-Det 24 Plat §Rein§ Co A, 3d Engr Bn
Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co B, 3d SP Bn (HST)
Det H&S Co
Det Intel Sect
Det Med Plat
Det Comm Plat
- Det IT Team
3d Sect 81mm Morter Plat

CoD !Reinz

CoD
FO Tm Btry A, 1stBn 12th Mar
Det 2d Plat éRein) Co A, 3d Engr Bn
Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co B, 3d SP Bn (HST)
Det H&S Co

Det Intel Sect

Det Med Plat

Det Comm Plat

Det IT Team

4th Sect 81mm Mortar Plat

24 Plat (=) (Rein) Co A 3d BErner Bn

24 Plat Co A, 3d Engr Bn
Det H&S Co, 34 Engr Bn
Det Engr Supt Co, 3d Engr Bn

2d Plat szfﬂein! Co B 3d SP Bn

2d Plat Co B, 3d SP Bn
Det H&S Co, 3d SP Bn

BLT RESERVE
Co A'ZRein!

Co &

FO Tm Btry &, 1stBn 12th Mar
Det 2d Plat ERein) Co A, 3d Engr Bn
Det 2d Plat

Det H&S Co

Rein) Co B, 3d SP Bn

Det Intel Sect

Det Med Plat

Det Comm Plat

Det IT Toeam

1st Sect 81mm Mortar Plat

Attechments and Detachments

€4 Ittochments.

2£0700H September 1967.

b.

(1]
»

Detachments., None.

Supporting Forces
a. Artillery. General Support Fires were provided by the
with Btry A, 1st Bn 11th Marines} Btry B, 1st Bn 11th Marines
1st Bn, 11th Marinesj located at coordinates 105582, 065582,

2
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Capt BURLESON

Capt RICHARDSON

Lt GARDNER
Lt WYMER

Capt LARIMORE

Co E, 2d Bn, 1st Mar, 210700H September 1967 through
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respectively. Btry 4, lst Bn 11th lMarinas and Btry B, 1st Bn 11lth Marines.
were displaced for Phase II of the Operation to new locations in the
vicinity of coordinates 9661 and 0161 respectively.

Ammunition Expenditure

,gsmw@(

1136 HE

=i o
Ay 16 Smoke

Gri

_— Missions Fired
Prep 8
Observed 28
H&I 194

b. Neval Gunfirs., The USS GOLDSBOROUGH, armed with two, single five-inch
54 mounts, was on station on D-Day from 220T00H through 221630H, although
no fires were utilized.

c. Air Support. Both fixed wing and helicopter support were readily
aveilable and utilized as indicated below. MM 163 provided helicopter
support for medevac and resupply missions in support of the Operation.,

FPixed Wing Support - 39 Sorties flown
BDA - 61 Structures destroyed, 2 bunkers destroyed, 2 KBA confirmed

and 5 KBA probable.
Kelicopter Support = 6 UH-1E Sorties, 13 medevac missions, 2 C&C
missions flown.

6. Intclligence, The enemy avoided sustanined contact, preferring to exTiltr:t:

the area of operations while harassing and delaying friendly forces by
sniping, isolated mortar attacks, mines, punji and booby traps. Only on

26 September 1967, was the enemy engaged in force, and even then they immedi-
ately broke contact.

Relatively few indigenous personnel were found in the objective area.
Those encountersd were gererally. uncooperative. and expressed pro-Viet Cong
gympathies. No combatants were captured.,

Generallv, the terrain was thickly vegetated and enhanced concealment.
Bunkers, fighting holes and trench lines were ubiquitous throughout the
spargely populated hamlets. . oo RTINS

Particularly noteworthy was the invaluible aid provided by three
Vietnamese interpreters from the lst Marine Division to the BLT's intelligence
collection effort. Lheir amggressiveness in communicating with local inhab-

~itants provided timely information at the company level.

v

7. Mission. BLT 1/3 (-) at 220730H, conduct heliborne landing in designated
1Z2's, seize assigned objectives and be prepared to continue main attack to
the east (Phase I). Be prepared to conduct search and destroy operations
in western sector on order (Phase II).

8. Execution, BLI 1/3 (=) landed in L4 Hawk, secured the Lz, Battalion ob-
*"jectives )/l and #2 and Regimental objectives A-and B. ‘Hoyough search and

destroy was condusted in'thé'vi¢inity of objectives A and B
BLT continued the attack to the Fhause II objcetive :.ren,.

#. Chronolopical Sequence of lvents

5
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220808H
220835H
220835H
220915H
220915H

220915H
221010H
22103TH
221045H
221200H
2213 30H
2214008

221430H
221545H

221600H
221630H
221845H
221940H
222400
230400H

230600H
230645H

230800H
230900H
230910H
23120CH

231345H
231500H

DECLASSIFIED

BLT 1/3 (-) OpCon to 1st Marine legiment and commenced Operation
SHELBYVILLE with heliborne lift of Company B into LZ HAWK,
coordinates 002548,

Company B helilift completed.

Company B received sporadic sniper fire from coordinates 004548.
Company D helilift commenced.

Company D helilift completed.

Objective #1 secured by Compeny B. GCoordinates 003544.

Alpha Command Group helilift commenced.

Alpha Command Group helilift completed.

Objective #2 secured by Company D, Coordinates 008540,

Company A detained a VCS found hiding in a bunker at coordinates
229489,

Company D sustained one USMC WIA as & result of stepping into

a punji trap at coordinates 008532,

Company C in LZ HAWK and moving to clear area West of the rail~
road embankment in the vicinity of village at cooxdinates 996534,
Company C detained one VCS found at coordinates 996545. later
releassd as an innocent civilian.

Compeny A helilift completed.

Compeny D detained one VCS and wounded one VC as both were
discovered in a hole at coordinates 007527. VC was wounded

by rifle fire as he attempted to flee. VC were clothed in green
shorts and khaki shirts.

Companies A and B and Alpha Command Group continued atteck to
Regimental Objective Ao

Company D sustained one USMC WIA as a result of stepping into

a punji trap at coordinates 012528,

Companies A, B and Alpha Command Group arrived at Regimental
Objective A and consolidated positions at coordinates 017548,
Company A sustained one USMC WIA as a result of stepning into &
punji trap et coordinates 014547,

Company positions: Co A 014547, Co B 015547, Co C 016530, Co D
018531, ,and H&S Co (=) 014547,

Company D sustained one USMC WIA at coordinates 018531 when
company perimeter received incoming small arms fire.

Wounded VC held by Company D died of wounds,

Company A detained one VCS found hiding in hut at coordinates
011546,

Alpha Command Group detained one VCS hiding in bunker at coorddi=-
nates 011547,

Company A found one, 4 cylinder engine at coordinates 014548,
and destroyed same.

Company D sustained three USMC WIA when anti-personnel mine

was detonated at coordinates 021531,

Companies AyB dnd Alpha Command Group consolidated positions
on HLT Objective 6 at coordinates 024553, Companies C and D
consolidated positions on BLT Objective #7 at coordinates 020550,
Recon platoon destroyed five boats at coordinates 020550,
Company C found approximately 17 Vietnamese women and five
children hiding in a village at coordinates 030533, gome of
which were wounded by air:strikes. The Vietnamese said that

the VC ran them out of their family bunkers and used them for
themselves when the airabtirike came. The injured requiring
further medicel trectment were medevaced. The refugees re-
ported that five civilians had begp ki 0 Rieiiodpatt - 1

.
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2316300

231710H

231830H

231905H

231915H

232330H

232400H

240230H

2404 30H

240620H
241030H
241200H
241215H
241305H
241330H

241432H

241525H
241615H

2416308
241740H
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Company D patrol wounded a VG &t coordj.utes 018525, Upon
search of the area, found one klccdy cartridge belt and one
Thompson sub-machine un. The patrol pursued following a heavy
blood treil and ran into s VC ambush., 60mm Mortar fire support
was provided, & reaction force was dispatched; and the vatrol
was extracted with no USMC casuelties as the VC broke contact,
One VC KIA probable.

Company A sustained one USMC WIA when stepped into punji trap
and steel spike penetrated boot and foot at coordinates 023551.
Alpha Command Group found one flag with hammer and sickle on it
and documents containing names and uniform sizes of local VC

at coordinates 024551,

Company A sustained two USMC WIA as a result of pupji trap at
coordimates 024552,

Alpha Command Group detained three women in area possessing
sewing kits and khaki and green uniform material at coordinates
024551, Upon interrogation, one woman stated that approximately
300 NVA passedWest to East past her house 10 days aego. She
further stated that they carried three rocket launchers so large
that it required three men to carry each one.

Company A listening post received approximately 15 rounds of
automatic weapons fire resvlting in one USMC KIA at coordinates
021550,

Company positions: Co 4 024551, Co B 028553, Co C 031534, Co D
032533, and H&S Co (-) 024552,

Company A listening post received incoming automatic weapons
fire at coordinates 021550, Listening post returned fire and
adjusted 81mm mortar and artillery fire into the area. Area
gsearched at first light with negative results.

Company A listening post observed movement in froni of it8
position and fired into the area. Received six rounds in
return at coordinates 022550.

Company D commenced movement beck to BLT Cbjective #% at coordi-
nates 010527 to soreen for river crossing of 3d Bn 5th Muxi «- .,
Company D engaged approximately 15 to 20 armed VC wearirg camcu-
flage at coordinates 019632. Four VC KIA probable as a result
of contact.

Company C detained one VCS at coordinates 028537.

Alpha Command Group detained four female VCS at coordinates
028537

H&S Company (-) sustained one USN WIA as a result of punji trap
at coordinates 018548.

Company D dctained six female VCS carrying & homemede strev -ner
and a bakket of rags at coordinates 023532,

Recon platoon found & body of M-26 grenade, one fuze lighter

and two carbine magezines in a prayer alter at coordinates 025«
549, Also found a dud M-26 grenade in a punji trap at same
coordinates.

Company A patrol received incoming sniper fire at coordinates
020550, Searched arca and found nothing.

Company D detained one VCS with gunshot wound in the shoulder
at coordinates 013527,

Company D detained one VCS at coordinates 0135%3
Company A patrol observed approximate i
black clothing at coordinates 01654B
mission into the area. The patrol
six 5
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ix to ten more armed VC in the sare area and called an artillery

S
MN@MSSH[F['EM31“1°“ into the area. The Company A patrol then received heavy

aliber automatic weapons fire, believed to be .50 caliber, and

242050H

242400H

250845H

251000H
251200H
251505H

251540H

2516451
251830H
252025H
2520300
252325H
252400H
260T00H
260746H
2 60800H
260830H

260930H
2610%0H

261045H

261130H

2611%0H

fired another artillery mission into the area. The area was
searched at first light with negative results.

Company A observed approximately four VC on trail moving West
at coordinates 020549 and fired an 81mm mortar mission.
Negative results.

Company positions: Co A 024551, Co B 028553, Co C 031534, Co D
032533, and H&S (-) 024552.

Alpha Command Group detained two VCS found hiding in roof of
house at coordinates 0245%1. One stated that he was a tailor
for the VC; the other claimed to be an accountant. for an
economic cadre.

Company A destroyed e six oylinder gasoline engine found at
coordinates 025553.

Company D detained three VCS found in huts in village at coordi~-
nates 03753%4.

Company C commenced movement to BLT Objective #5 at coordinates
017536,

Company A detained one VCS found hiding at coordinates 029549.
Upon interrogation, the VCS claimed he had prior knowledge of
the Marine operation in the area.

Company A found various items of clothing, food and medicine

in homemade pack at coordinates 013548.

Companies C and D commenced movement to BLT Objective #2 at
coordinates 008540,

Companies A and B, and Alpha Command Group commenced movement

to BLT Objective #42,

Companies C and D arrived at BLT Objective #2 and commenced
consolidating and preparing to reckive remainder of BLT.
Companies 4 and B, and Alpha Commend Group arrived at BELT
Objective #2 and consolidated positions with Companies C and D,
Company positions: Co A 010540, Co B 007538, Co C 007541, Co D
009543, end H&S Co (-) 008540.

Company B on the Line of Departure at coordinates 003534 and
ready to commence attack.

Companies A, B and C commenced attack on BLT Objectives #8 and
#9 located at coordinates 998533 and 997544 respectively.
Company C found a pack containing medical supplies at coordi-
nates 005544, At coordinates 998544, Company C sustained four
USMC WIA as a result of tripping a booby trapped Chicom grenade.
BLT Objectives #8and /9 were secured.

Company A detained two VCS found at coordinates 998533,

Company B received incoming small arms, automatic weapons and

60 mm mortar fire at coordinates 990534. Aerial observer spotted
an estimated VC company in northern portion of BLT Obj:ctive 10
at coordinates 984536 and an air strike was called. .

Company B fired upon two VC in treeline at coordinates 990534
and upon search of the area found two heavy pools of blcod.

Two VC KIA probable.

Company D sustained two USMC WIA as a result of incoming mortar
rounds at coordinates 996534,

Alpha Command Group received approximately 20 rounds of incoming
81mm mortar fire at coordinates 990532 and sustained. ong.J SiiGemmmmmammns
KIA, one USN KIA and nine USMC WIA A “

¢ UNCLASSIF{E
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=7 261330H
G2
E;; 261330H
gﬁi 261400H
[ ——od]
A 2614204
C::'J}
261530H
261620H

261800H
262400H

270850H

2711300
2712500
2T71400H
2718001

280700H

281200H
281300H
281715H

ey

9, Results

a., Lnemy lLosses
10 KIA Confirmed

7 KIA Probable
28 Dletainees

0 POW

h__hhq—u—_ﬁﬁﬁTTMﬂr~ﬁJmpany D sustained three URMC WIA ss a result of incoming

mortar founds at coordinates 99%2°34.

Alphe Command Group dug-up one VC KIA from a fresh grave at
coordinates 989534, ‘

Companyy C found two VC KIA at coordinates 987535 and one badly
dameged K-44 rifle. VC were wearing green shirts dnd shorts
and carried grenades on their belts.

Company D destroyed approximately 100 rounds of .50 caliber
ammnition found at coordinates 988534,

Company A found one VC KIA confirmed in trenchline at coordi-
nates 985530. Also found two packs, BAR magazines and approx-
imately 50 rounds of linked .30 caliber ammunition.

Company D found one VC KIA confirmed at coordinates 985536,
Company B received a heavy volume of machinegun and automatic
weapons fire from cooxrdinates 973536. Returned fire with small
arms and artillery amd called for an air strike. At the same

‘time, Company A received the same type of incoming fire from

coordinates 975530 amd called in mortérs, artillery and air on
the area, The area was then swept by Company A and found one

VC KIA confirmed, three packs and approximately five loaded BAR
magazines, Company A sustained four USMC WIA during the engege-
ment. '

Company C sustained three USMC WIA as a result of a booby trapped
fragmentation grenade at coordinates 987535,

Company positions: Co A 978534, Co B 977536, Co C 980537, Co D
982536, and B&S Co(-) 979535.

Company A destroyed a homemade box-type mine at coordinates
975531, The mine contained approximately 20 pounds of TNT
inside of a wood and cement body. Company A also found two VC
KIA in & bunker at coordinates 974532. Also found were three
homemede packs, a 60mm mortar pit with baseplate imrrints still
visible and one 60mm mortar round and five empty conipliersg.
Company B, 2d Battalion,1st Marines attached to i 1/% ofter
crossing the Song Ky Lam River at coordinates 9865%9.

Company B found one VC KIA confirmed in a fresh grave ot coordis
nates 97353%8,

Recon platoon found one bottle containing 250,000 unitg of
penicilin at coordinates 978534.

Company positions: Co A 974544, Co B 975545, Co C 971549 Co D
969546, Co B 976547, H&S Co(-) 969545.

BLT 1/5 (-) commenced withdrawal by foot march to liberty bsridge
at coordinoles 928530, entrucking point for administruotive woter-
horne backloord at' Tein Sha Ramp, DANANG.

Company A sustained one USMC KIA and four USHMC WiA as o rosult
of tripping surprise firing device at coordinates G35573%.

BLT 1/3 5-; prrived ot entrucking point at Liberty Bridye,
BLT 1/3 (-) commenced administrative waterborne backlon. to

ARG Shipping from Tién Sha Ramp . CTG 79.4 assumed UpCon of
BLT 1/3 as backload commenced.

7
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1 Thompson sub-machinggun
1 SKS carbine (destroyed)
1 M=26 grenade
8 Chicom grenades
100 rounds of .50 caliber ammunition
100 rounds of .30 caliber ammunition

9 BAR magazines
1 round of 60mm mortar ammunition

Equipment Captured

1 1931 type K gasoline engine
1 GMC 6 cylinder gasoline engine
4 4 cylinder gasoline engine
5 boats (destroyed)
300 pounds of rice
4 cartridge belts
2 ponchos
7 packs
1 homemade stretcher
L fl&g
assorted medical supplies and bandages
assorted documents

S5V

l;,

d. Friendly losges
4 KIA

27 WIA
13 WIA(NE)
0 MIA

e, Friendly Equipment Lost or Destroyed
None

10, Administrative Matiers
a. Postal, Mail was delivered to the BLT rear aboard ship, sorted, and

delivered to the field via resupply helicopters, No difficulties were en-
countered.

b, logistics, Helicopter-delivered resupply was effected daily commencing
on D+1 from the USS DULUTH, with the exception of Class I; Class II Type II,
and Class V supplies, which were provided by the LSA established at the 1st

Marines. MNo difficulties were encountered.

¢. Treatment of Casualties and Evacuation. All casualties were evacuated
by helicopter to the USS CKINAWA, No difficulties were encountered.

d, Communicationsg, Communications were satisfactory with no difficulties
encountered.,

11, Commenderds Analysis, Operation SHELBYVIILE included three US Marine Corps
Infantry Battalions < 5 and two Republic of Vietnam maneuver elements. It is

congideyed that this was the first operation that heen involved

an opera- ’

tion of this megnitude was enjoyed between all maj ~f-M; - pupp ox ting
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had the opportunity to perform both block and maneuver
operation must be considerwd o success from the view of

i orces and results. Even though the actual body count was
low, it is considered that the Viet Cong operating in the Fhwu Ky Island Area
have been dealt a damaging blow.

A new technique was used in that during the preparation of the LZ and the
landing of the initial heliborne assault waves the BLT Commanderiand the HMM
Commaender were airborne in a UH-1E helicopter to observe and influence the action
as required. By being airborne the BLT Commender was able to adjust the LZ prep-
aration, with the concurrence of the HMM Commender to ensure complete LZ prep-
aration, This edjustment inclyded air strikes on tree lines that were not evident
on the map and were not being fired on by the fixed wing aircraft preparing the
LZ. The initial landing site for the heliborne assault waves was adjusted and
merked in an area where the assault waves were least likely to recéive fire. As
the landing progressed the helicopter lunding site was adjusted nearer to the
objective as the aseault troops: swept,throwgh theinitiial objective,: .

By being airborne the BLT Commander and the HMM Commander had the latest
informetion available and complete observation and were able to make timely
decisions regurding the employment of their forces.

B T mae

Ao I. THOMAS
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