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HEADQU.A.RTERS 

Battalion Lan6~ Team 1/3 
9th Marine AmphibiouB Brigade 

FPO, San Franoisoo 96602 
15 S.eptember 1967 

Froml Commanding Officer 
TOl' Commander, Task! Group 79.4 

Subj. Combat A\tte$A.cticm. RepOrt 

Ref. 

Sncll 

1. Code Name. Beacon Point, Sea,1'ch auu. wl;,..;roy \),!Jera.tian. 

2. lnolu!1ve Dat!. and Location of Operation •. , 1-6 3ej:l'Celllber 1967, Thus. 
Thien Province, RVB. 

i. C 9IlDI.aR4 ReadgUtri erSt m'G 79.4. 

Su.BORDIIATlil UNITS 

H&S C 0IDpa:n.y Captain MACK 

CODt>1l\Y A Captain LARIl"Lh" 

Compan,y B Captain LANDES 

CompaDI C Captain RECZEK 

Compall¥ D Captain RICHARDSON 

Batter.v A/1/12 Captain lCEJiYON 

4. Task ~gap1Z&tion 

BLT ll~ (-) LtCol THOMAS 

B&S Co '-~'Reinl Capt MACK 
H&S Co -) 
81mmMortPlt(-) L t p AlllCI!:R 
net Btry A., 1stBn, 12thMar ~LnTm) Lt JORNSCE 
Det Hq»try, 1stBn, 12thMar llGFTm} Lt COLlS (USN) 

Co • 'iain} Cap" L.A.RI~ 
Cal 
FOTm Btry A, 1 BtBn, 12tbIW: 
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1111:." • II? Det 2dPlt(lt.e1n) COl), ~d S.P.Bn(H~rJ.') _1111. 

Diltt 2clPlt(liein) GOA, }d.l!.ngr:ln 
Det H&8 Co 

J.let lnt~l Seot 
Det Co_It 
Let MadPlt 
Det TACP 
1st tieot, BlmmMort~lt 

JJet Ai r.rm, 3d.MarD1 v 

Co il Ottlin) 
CoB 
FO.rm, ~try A, lst~n, 
Det 2dPlt(lte1n) CoB, 
Det 2dPlt(Roin) COA, 
Det H&S Co 

Det Intel::loot 
.Det CoD.1rllilt 
Det MsdPlt 
.Det TACP 
2dSect, 811nlllMortPl t 

Det J,j Tm, 3dMarD1v 
Art Hooon Party 

Co D (Ruin) 
doD 
b\}J,'m, Jih'y /, 1 Lltlltl, 
.wt :ddJ:H(Huin) UQl:I, 
l>et ~dPlt(lte1n) Co~, 
Det H&l:) Co 

Det Intel Seot 
Det CommPlt 
Dlt MlQ.tllt 
Det TACP 

12tbMar 
3dSp.an(H~T) 
3dJ1lngBn 

12th.lVIar , 
}d.8Pl3n(H::>T) 
'dWlI8nBn 

;d &:: 4thSt:lOt, 81rnmMortl'lt 

Btr{ A (.) (lte1n), j..otBn, 12thMlr 
li ry A 
Det H~try, lat.Bn, l2thMar 

4th Pl:!l '&!in) I 004. Jth i@'ruoBn 
4thPlt, roA, 3~ngr~n 
Det H&SCo. 5th AMWraoBn 

2d p.t (., (~tn), CoA, '~rBn 
2dPlt, CoA, 3~r13n 
Det H&SC''''. 3d.11mgr:Bn 
Dei .IlinirSuptCo, 3~n&rBn 

let Plt, 00 B, 3dRoodn 

~d J.Jlt (.) (Hein), Co B. 3d.SPBn 
2df'lt, CoB, ,dSP.Bn 
Dei H&S Co, }dSl)'sn 
Dtt :SMU, liJjU. (Provided from Navl SourCt.) 
~ 2· 
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..131'1' Reserve 

Co 0 (Iteil1) 

CctJ 
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F0i'lIl, lHl'Y A, ~';;;i\ll, 11.-Uhj·nl.' 
Det <!dPlt (Rein), Uo:J, jd...il',iln(R8'1') 
Det 2dPlt(Rein), COA, 3~ng'rBn 
Det H&S 00 

Det Intel Seat 
Det CommPlt 
Det MldPlt 
net 'l!AOP 

Det ~ 'lm, 3dHarD1v 

5 • sURF ort1ps Fo;pes 

a. Artillery and Naval Gunfire SUPj)Ol:t 

• 

(1) Direct fire artillery support fire was provided by Battery A-1/12 
lOcated at ooordinates 593481. General support reinforcing tires lN9re 
provided by the 2d Provisional 155mm ~attery Detachment, 3d~atta11on, 
12th Marines located at 543323. 

Missions Fired 
A-1-12 2d 155 Prov, 3-1L 

25 Observed 1 
1 Unobserved 0 

129 H&I 0 

Ammunition 'Expended 
A-1-12 2d 15) Prov-, 3-12 

967 HE 20 
2 Illum 0 

48 WE 6 

(2) iiaVal gunfire support was furnished by the USS WALD.1(ON (DD-699) 
which was armed with six 5" 36 guns, and the USS .1(OBINSON (DIG-12) which 
was armed with two 5" 54 guns. 'lhe USS ROBINSON was detached at H+120 
minutes on D-Day a.f'ter firing 82 rounds ot preparatiCll tire into the area 
a.round LZ Sparrow. 'lhe USS WALDitW was deli&ohed on Dt2 after tiring 133 
rounds of preparatiCll tire into the area of LZ: Sparrow on D-D8J' and firing 
11 rounds of H&I fire that night i 

Navi~ation was extremely difficult for the Naval gunfire support ships 
during the operation and this limited their e£feotiveness o 

b. Air Supp art 

There wre three fixed wing strike sorties utilized on 2 Septeu.. 
ber 1%7. _~ at YD 588419 with a .BDA of two bunkers destroyed 
and 100J' ~are& of fighting holes which were interconnected 
ll;/ tre'l'lches. 
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Aerial oblJ8%.'vauon and TAO'A) were provided by tbree UH.1j~ • 

holioopters, 'llhey £lew 23 sorties 9 ot whioh were fil'P SU.PP1'U.1iI1:1ilun 
fJortiea. !Llhey expedited the mO\r ... ment ot the battalion r.l.'om oDjeotive 
to objeotive &IS they were able to sl.l.preas sniper !ire and provide the 
battalion oommander with a deeoription ot enell\Y UlOVe!4ent and obstaoles. 
Helioopters were utilized 'to transport three rifle oompanies and H~ 
Oo~)any (-) into LZ Sparrow on D.Day. 

lIel1oopilil~S aho provided resupply, O&C,...rIedovaos and extraoted 41,500 
lbe oJ.' doe. 

t:3ix emere;ulloy Qud tWl.:llvo priority medevao missions were requested 
w:1.~h twelve ellll1ll'!;lency und twenty-five pl'io;,,1ty and i'iva routine med(JV~,o8 
boj.ng oxt.L'El.ottld. '.l'he extraotion 'titHE! tor entere-enoy medevaos was 25 min
utes lJ,nd tor priority medeva.os was ~ij minutea, 

6. Intelligepoe 

a. 'J.1h. enemy a.dop'ted delaying and b.a.ra.oling taotios against ~WI 1/3 
wtt;hin the ADA. '.l'M enllll,Y' made !'rtttluint use or ln1nths aud surpr1Be fir
in~ d.vioea to delay tho advanoe 01' friendly toroea. 

APp:t'oximataly "/1,500 lba of 1'J.08 ttere tOUlld oaohed. l~lOst of' the rioe 
Wn.1 f'ound in 'the vioinity or oDjeotiv. #4 (.llAno 1 1). 41,;00 .Lbo of the 
:I.'ioo W8l.'O evaoua1ied and the remaining }O,OOO lDS were destroyed by burn
ing a. tUrther IVaOl.4QUOn e!torts ~ould have jeopardized tho taotical 
oitunUon. 

'l'lh) Al'UlUc.l. tI'OJ,)8tJUUda '.c'a.ms pJ.'ovidid invaluabltl atHJ1ataaOl:l in h~lldJ.inc:: 
detaine •• and oommunioating with the oivilian POPulBOU. 

1 t 18 fdt tht\t any IImell\Y £'OrOEt8 in the aroa tither e.xf'i1t:r.'a.ted the 
a.I'Eta or went undu'gro1.Uld. 

7. MiuBion-, lllll' oonducts an amphibious aesault at H-hour and L-hour 
em D-a:;:; to oonduot search and deetroy OpGratiol'u) wi1;h1n dos1gnliud 
pOI'tion of AOA to 1J1"event enelll,Y dis1.'l1ption oJ: Vietnamese National l!Jleo. 
tion. 

a. .\·L~zpoaJJt or Ope1'81;10n,. At H·hour 010700li ona rif.l.e oom,Llany landed 
ovur I~:t'(jlm 'ceaoh and eecured a po.ition 1'or Ii!. 105 How1U8I' Battery. At 
L .. hour 01U'(OOH two rl£le oompanies oonduoted a hel1borne assault on landing' 
~ona ~f.l,lll':r.'OW arid woro followed by the Alpha Command and resarve rUle oom.. 
IHAny. Objeot/iv .. 1, 2, , and 4 'W8.1.'e ettoured on I).day and searoh tUld dos
troy operA-tiona were then oonduoted in a southerly d.ireo~1on with two oom
,)un1ull u,broQat 1;1l1d~h,) Alilhn OQlIuHl\nd unct (mO 0 UliJIJ,'lhY f()llowil1L~ in tra.oe. 
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01~15 

010700 
0107~ 

010850 
010912 
010~11 

010940 
011006 
0110,0 

0111154 

011200 

011225 
011325 

011330 

011440 
011550 

011700 

011715 
011123 
011130 

011745 
011800 

011830 
012300 

0201,00 

020825 

021003 

021045 

021221 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • :a I. •• 
Operation Beaoon Point oommenoed with the first elements 
of Co D lifting off. 
Company B landed on Green Beach with no opposition. 
Company D assault elements landed a'& Landing. Zone SparrCDW. 
Spora'&ic sniper fire was direo'&ed a'& ~he helioop~er8 
from objeo'&ive 3 (Enol 1). 
COIIlp.aIl.Y A ¥as landed in LZ Sparrow. 
CO BL'.1.' 1/3 landed ali LZ Sparrow with "the Alpha Command. 
Battery A, 1-12, had been landed over Green Beaoh and 
reported "tihe guns Wel.'e up und ready to fire. 
H&S Co (-) was landed in LZ Sparrow, 
Company C Iv.ndoJd in i,~ Spnrrow. 
Company D roceived small arms snd automatio weap01H:1 firU! 
:£;aQIlI objt;lctivE;l if2 (t,;nol 11), . 
Cornpuny A secul-oed objecdve #1. .l!!ight ChiClom grenades 
and assorted small arms ammunition were fOWld in a drain 
culvert in the objective area. 
Company D apprehended 1 woman who had been selling rioe 
to the VC. 
Company D Wlcovered 'between 2 and 3 tons of rice on objeotive 
If2 (EnOl 1). 
Company D received sn1per fire from their front and sus
tained 1 WIA. 
Company A seoured objeotive #3 with negative cont~ct (Bncl 1). 
OompaQ"Y A found an extensive mine £ield at 526438 whil~ 
at tao king to objeo'tive #4. 
COlllpany 0 round 150 .300al rounds hidden in a. bush and 
dest;royed them. 
Company A found 2 YC::> hiding in a pagoda at ooord 532452. 
Oompany B discovered an M.-16 AP mine at ooord 603414 and 
destroyed 1 t. 
COUlpaI1¥ C destroyed 150 assorted AP mines, 105mm rOWlds, 
M.-1\j: rounds, and 60mm rounds. 'l'he l.·ounds were found in 
conjunotion with Company A at ooord 528440. 
Oompany A located several large rioe caches at;· coord 536455, 
Oompany B found 1 YOS hiding in t;he brush at ooord 597482. 
Company A found 2 YO:;) who were interrogated by APT per
sonnel and were verified to be VO. 
Company A seoured objeotive I/'4 (bncl 1) 
Company positionss COA 53645,6, CoB 583496; CdJ 588440;:' 
CoD 50)431, H&S (-) 588440. 
CoIDpSl\Y D received sniper fire and one U:)il!J W!A was ,sustained. 
Company A ambush fired at 2 VO. The area was searched but 
the results were negative. 
CompanY A reoeived 6 inooming 60mm rounds but no Casualties 
were sustained. 
Oompany D reoeived small arms fire from coord 514431 and 
oalled in an armed UH-'E to fire 8upressive fire. 
A VO was taken under fire by Company D's APT personnel 
resulting in 1 va KIA(oonf). 
Company D eVacuated 7,500 lba of rice by helicopter from 
objecti va #2 (Enol 1). 
Oompany A a.pprehended 3 ves at coord 542452. They 
pointed out a rioe caohe and provided nama of local 
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021301 

02 "1445 

U<::15OO 
ut!15 ~ 

O~ 1530 

021600 
021800 

021825 

022010 

0}0800 

0308CJj 

030830 
030930 

031000 

031030 

031135 

031800 

0322 10 

040050 

040230 

040'145 

040800 ......... 
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VO for theblllOk list. 
A helic:opter reoeived sniper fire from ooord 544456. 
Company A d8ploy~d an Glement to searoh the area but the 
results were negative. 
Company D had a man set oU a surprise firing devioe at 
ooord 538436 resulting in 1 USJ:.lJ WIA a.nd 1 U8MC WIA (N,b;). 
Company 0 reoeived snilJer fire from objeotive tf5 (.t:nol 1). 
Company C had a man tJ.:ip un M .. 16 M mine at coord 543438 
resulting in 1 U'Sl"l KIA and 6 USMC WIA. 
Company 0 had a IlIan trip a surprise £iring devioe while 
moving out in the atta.ok resulting in 1 U~M:! WIA. 
Company C secured objeQtive 1/15. 
Unit posi.tdonsl. A 536456, B ,585-496, C 5464.34, D 547430, 
H&S ( .. ) 54'/431. 
OompLtny A loc{;'I.tod a tunnel at ()oord 539458 and a. me.n 
entored it and found a. VC holding e. OhiC om grenade. '.J:he 
reaults were'1 VO KIA (oo:n1'), 4 VC detaine .. and 1 M-1 
oarbine, 1 ChiOom grenade, numerous rOlmds of ammunition 
and medioal su~p11es oAptured. 
H&S CODlp8l1l (-) reoei vea. 2 1noomiAA' 60f!U1l ~ounde whioh re-
sulted in 4 ~MO WIA. . 
Compun,Y D, 11), receivod sniper and 11.1ttQUIII.:ti,e.\weaIlOll.S fire 
from ooord ,504119 and retUl'ned 'lihe 1':l.t'(l! flllOOI!l.J.lod in an 
81mm mo~ar firemist1l1on.. 'l'he .1:esuJ,ts W0it10 (J)n(~.Yo. . 
KIA (prob) and 1 U~:HIiC WIA. 
Company B found 8 metal punji stakes in ~it9 at coord 
598480 and destroyed Same. 
BLT 1/3 chopped OPCON to the 4th Marines, 
Company B found ona lYL-16 AP mine at 604475 em a trail with 
a mine deteotor. The mine had baen marked with an B" 
piece oi' bamboo. 
Company C patrol apprehended 6 ves a.t ooord 555433. Two 
of the VCS were oarrying a sound powered loudspeaker. 
Oornpan,y A reported they had evacuated a total of 31,500 
lbs of rice by helioopter and destroyed }O.OOO lbe of rioe, 
that was found on objective 14. 
H&S 00(-) reported they had dastroyed ',000 lbs of rioe 
that had been found on objeotive #5. 
Company A apprehended ontt VO wi'th faJll1ly who olairnod he 
wanted to beoome a Obyeu Hoio ResUlts were 6 VO::> appre
hended and evacuated. 
Unit positionsl A 544442, B 583496, c 548433, D 546427, 
H&S (-) 5464,0. 
Oompany D reoe1ved 8mpel.' fire iI'om ooord 5494~O. Artil-
lery wall fired on the sniperfs position with Ileg'ative rel!lults. 
OOlDpany A reoeived 2 inooming 60mm rounds. COWlter-mort~ 
fire was delivered to the suspeoted mortar position at ooord 
552442 with unknown results. 
Company 0 reoeived one inooming friendly 1C6mm HE round 
whioh r88ulted in 1 U~MO WI! (N~). 
Company D had their lead elements hit a surprise firing ~ 
device at 555427 made fJ.om an artillery shell. The results 
welte 2 USKl WlA. 
Oompany 0 recdved 6utomat~.12~fi~ol 1) • 
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(4080) 

040940 
040945 

041030 

04124'5 
041320 
0415C15 

041615 
041800 
041800 
042220 

050045 

050115 

050115 

050900 

051745 
051800 

051945 

050500 

9. Results 
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A man from Company D tripped a ChiCom grenade rigged 

as a surprise firing devici at ooard 559427 resulting 

in 1 USN) WIA. 
Company C secured objective #6 (Enel 1). 

A man from Company D triggered a ChiCom grenade rigged i. 

a foot t~8P at coord 565424 resulting in 1 USK} \rlIA. 

A man from Company C tripped one surprise firing device 

resulting in 1 USMC WIA. 
Company D departed the AOA for the 4th ~arines position. 

Company A receive.d auto.U(twee.pone fira fronl ooor"; 571420. 

A man from Company A triggered a surprise firing device 

at 513416 resulting in 1 USMC WIA. 
Company A secured objective #7. 
Unit positions A 585411$ B 583496$ C 561413, H&:S(-) 582412. 

Company D chopped OPCW to "&he 4th Marines. 

Company C patrol reoeived 25 sniper rounds fired at them from 

coord 577413. . 

Company A reoeived 4 rounds of incoming 60mm mortar fire. 

The Recon PIt direotad 1,) rounds of counter-mortar artillery 

witb good target ooverage. 
Company A spotted a VC to their front and fired at hims 

The VC returned fire which resulted in 1 USMC W[A. 
All units except liompany B were moving to the 4th Marines 

area at Camp Evans. 
Company C's rear point received 100 rounds of small arms 

fire ~rom coord 519409. Fire waS returned with 250 rounds 

of M-16 and approximately 85 rounds of artillery was fired 

into the a1.'8a. An armed UH-1E was utilized to fire sup. 

ressive fire • 
.131'1' 1/3(-) arrived at an assembly area near Camp Evans. 

Unit positionsl A 534334, B 58~496, 0 536332, H&S (-) 

537334. 
Company B and Battery A 1/12 ".ere baokloaded aboard the 

usa DULUTH from Green Beacho 
Operation BeaCon Point was teminated. 

a. En.1IIY Losses 
2 KI.A Confirmed 
1 KIA Probable 

25 Detain.es 

b. Weapons Captured 
1 )1,.2 Carbine 

o. Equipment Captured 
11 OhiOom Grenades 

1 French Grenade 
6 M-26 Grenades 

200 5056mm rounds 
300 1.62mm rounds 
16 1.62mm roundB~ linked 

360 .3Ooa1 rounds 

'III'. , • 4 b 1 
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• 
9 51mm R.R. rounds 

90 6 Omm Mortar rounds 
6 81mm Mortar rounds 

DECLASSIFIED 

1. 105mrn Howitzer round 
1 82mm V.IOrtal.' round. 

60 40mm rounds 
82 M2A4 Bounding Mines 

71,500 lbs of Rioe 
8 Spools of trip wire 
2 Maps 
Assorted medical auppJ.j.es 
1 Poncho 

• 

eo Friendly' Equi2ment Lost or Destroyedt, None. 

10. Administrative Matters 

2 • • . e 

a. POB~alo All mail was delivered to the BL~ rear aboard ship, sorted 
by unit, passed to the LSA and delivered to the field on a daily basis via. a 
resupply helicopters. No diffioulties were enoountered. ,., 

b. Logistios. From 1-5 Sep all resupply was accomplished by helicop
ter from the 4th Marines LSA an a daily basis. All olasses of supply were 
made available from the LSA with the exoeption of olass II non-oonsumables 
whioh were furnished from BLT Op stooks, ltesupply on b Sep wa.s e£fect,=d by 
truck convoy from 4th Marines L6A. No extreme difficulties were encountered. 

o. Treatment of CaSualties and Evaouat~onl Casualt1es wera evaouated 
by helioopter from the operating area direotly to the USS OKI~AWA LPH-} 
POS. Unit oasualties were reported via Hti'l' and Tao Log nets to lHJJ.I 1/' 
S-1, to C~G 79.4 to CMC. No diffioult1es were enoountered. 

d. Communications, During the operation oommunioations were generally 
satisfaotory with the exoeption of ocoasional but oontinuing over-riding of 
one frequency upon another frequenoy, 

11. QOll!l!l81ldert s Ana.1Ysis 

])Ill.'ing Operation Baacon .I.J c.)i.nt 71~500 lbs of rioe were unoovered. 
41,500 Ibs Wtire evaOUated and '~he ~·erna.indtl.L· was destroyed by burning as 
directed by higher authority. The requ1rement to evacuate the above 
amount of rioe oaused a oonsiderable delay in the overall taotioal soheme 
of maneuver and did limit the amount of tillll!l to oOll1fllete the operation, 
In a PX'fI!v:l.Oll"l oneration under similar oiroumstances, re£ugee personnel 

ed into the area to aS8ist the taotioal troops in bagging ~ 
ng a large rioe oaaheo ~he delay in the taOtiOal situation 

wa.s neld to a minimum period of time. ~ 
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AfJ in r,lOst search and destroy type operations, the time al1o(,~,-,d. wu::.: 

not adequate for a thorough, extensive se/:il;'ch and destroy of the aroa 
assigned. ~'he results could have beon oonsideI.'ably lucre conolusive. 

It is suggested that pl,tl1S fo.r future o:JerEltions consj.der the em
ployment of indigenous persomlel fer the r~laoval 0.1' extl'uJilely large rioe 
caches and that suffioient time be alletted fer the unit involved to cen
duct a tho.ro.ugh, detailed search and destL'OY o.peration. 
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Battalion Landing Team 1/3 
9th Marine Amphibious Brigade 

FPO, San Francisco 96602 

• 
14 Jeptember 1967 

From, 
TOI 

Commanding Officer 
Commander', Task Group 79.4 

lstB;, 3d~lar S & C No. ()O.3 3 '7-v 2 
Copy No. I of .:7 hi Cu~~~ 

Subjl Co~at After Action Report (Operation Fremont) 

Ref I \a) 4th Mar Frag Order 43-61 (Operation Fremont) 
(b) BLT 1/3 Oral Frag Order (see Qperation Overlay) 

Enclt (1) Overlay to Operation Fremont 

,. Code Name •. Fremont; ~earch and Destroy Operation. 

2. Dates and LOCation or Operation. 6-9 ~eptember 1967, Thua Thien and 
Q.ua.ng Tri Provinces, ltVN. 

3. Command Headquarters. Headquarters, Fourth I'arine Regill2nt. 

H&S Company 

Company A 

Company C 

Com:>any D 

4. '£ask Organiza.tiofJ. 

liLT 1/3 (-) 

R&S Co (-)(Rein) 

H&S Co (-) 

81mm Mortar Plt 

1st Clearing .Plat (Rein) Co.l:l jd 
Mecllin 

1 
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~a}Jtain hACK 

Captain LAltIN~ 

LtCol THOMAS 

Capt Y~CK 

Lt PA.ltl{hlR 
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DECLASSIFIED 

Det 15th Dental Co 

1st Plat ,-) CoB 3d Rec0ni3n 

09 A (Rein) 

Co A 

FO Tm J3try A, 1st ~n 12th Mar 

net ~d Plat ,Rein) Co A, ,5d i!ilgr Bn 

Det 2d ~lat (Rei~) Co fi, 3d SP Bn (HST) 

Det H&a Co 

Det Intel Sect 

Det Meld 1"lat 

Det Com Plat 

1st Sec, 81mm Mort Plat 

• 
Lt l'1CGINN 

c) , ; ~ L1-\.111 l'~D1L:. 

co B (Rein) 

Co B 

Capt LANrus 

FO Tm Btry A, 1st Bn 12th Mar 

Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co A, 3d Engr Bn 

Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co 1:3, 3d SF Bn (RST) 

Det H&S Co 

Det Intel sect 

Det Mod PIal, 

Det IT Team 

2d Seo, 81mm Mort Plat 

Co C Capt BURLESON 

Co C 

10 Tm Btry A, 1st Bn 12th 11a.r ~ 
Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co A, ~d lhgr Bn [I)~©~~$$~~~~ID 
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Det 2d .tlls.t (Rein) Co.8, ~d SF En (HST) 

Det H&S Co 

Det Intel sect 

Det Med Plat 

Det Comm Plat 

Det IT Team 

• 

Lt WJ!;N',fwOliTH (6-7 ;jel) 67) 
Lt GARDNLili (8-9 3ep 67) 

2d PIt, Co i~, 3d ildlgr En 

Det H&S Co, 3d ~gr En 

1)et mgr Supt Co, 3d illngr Bn 

2d Plat (. HRein) Co B 3d SP Bn 

2d PIt, C0.8 9 ~d SP Bn 

Det H&S Co~ 3d SP Bn 

a.. Atta.cbments and Detach.ment...:~~ 

Lt WY~R 

(1) Detachments, Co D (Hein) to 2d Bn 4th l'iarines. 

(2) Atta.chments. ;)Ol) 'l';.:;k Ule,Ullizat ian , 

5. ~upporting Forces 

a. .\rtillery. General 3up.)ort Reinforcing .Ji'ires VIEIre available and 
~)~w:i ded by the 1st i'rovLi.i. em.l 155mrn Battery, 3d Bn 12th lvja,rines and Bat
tcu'y H, 3d Bn 12th l·ia,rin;::s ,bo'th located at Coord 468380. The 2d Provisional 
1~/jnnl 11atterY9 3d.Bn 1:.:th ,~,rineB, lOCated at Coord 5353~3 also provided 
ruinforcing fh'es. l~o lie\l MSSlons -were fired in support of the Battalion. 

Ammunition &xPenditure 
137 H.cl (1st Prov Btry 36, ~d Prov Btry 2, H Btry 99) 

8 WP (2d Prov Btry 7, H Btry 1) 
9 Illum (H Btry 9) 
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bo Air Support.. Air S.upport consisted of helicopter resupply and 

Medevao missions as requested from 4th Marines o No fixed wing aircraft 
lII8re uti 1i ze d .. 

6. Intelligenceo ~e~ action was limited to scattered sniper activity 
and small, team-sized encoWlters o Vill~rs in the area of operations 
were generallY uncooperative. 

Patrol activity enpQuntered innumerable punji ~ita and stakes~ both wooden 
and metal wire~ frequently at ground level along trails and roads. 

Ckle noteworthy oache of weapons and documents waS found in an outcropping 
of bamboo along, a trail by Company B. 

1. Mission. BLT 1/5 (-) establish blocking positions X and Y; provide 
security for forward artillery position utilizing platoon of tanks at 
vicinity of coord YD 461382; provide screening force north of 2/4 operat
ing area vicinity of YD 400430 capable of neinforcing northern most 2/4 
maneuver element lOCated along axis blue on order (see enclosure (1», 
maintain one rifle platoon on 15 minute alert as Sparrow Hawk with remain
der of company prepared to follow on one hour notice to come to the aid 
of District Headquarters at Phong Dienp Huang Dien, Huong Tra and ~uang 
Dien. 

s. BxeouUono At 041600 September 1967, one company was attached to the 
2d Bn~ 4th Marines to participate in their search and destroy activities. 
Three companies and the Alpha. Command Group moved by truck from Phang 
Dian to designated blocking positions. The o~eratian terminated with & 
truck movement baok to Camp Evans and then an to Coloo Ramp for a water
borne backload to ARG Shipping. 

'! 
tIJ 
1--' 
t:J;J 
~ ..... 
II 

&. Chronolggical Sequence of ~vents 

06a500H 
06103CH 

Oh1245H 

061540H 
061545H 

06112011 

0611300 

061815H 

062045H 
06240011 

Operation Fremont COOlJaenced for 13.1./£ 1/3. 
Company A and Alpha. Command Group arrived a.t blocking I 

position Y and consolidated pOsitions with 105 and 155 
artillery units. 
Com}laIlY C arrived at dislllOWlt point and conmenoed sweep 
to establish blocking position Xe 
Company C received small arms sniper fire at coord 445;96. 
Company B arrived at dismount pOint and commenoed sweep 
to establish soreening position. 
Company B received small arms sniper fire at coord 4~2433. 
Returned fire v.l"th 3p K79 rounds and observ~d "two VO run
ningo Swept area with negative results. 
Company B uncovered ten punji pits and approximately 150 
punji stakes and destroyed same. Coord 422438. 
Company B reoeived small arms sniper fire £rom coord 41p438 
and requested an a£tillery mission but mission was not 
cleared. Returned fire with approximately 300 rounds 5.56, 
250 rounds 1.62, and 6, rO\Ulds K79" Swept area with negative 
results. 
Company B consolidated screening position" 
Company positions: Co A 46137911 Co B 410430, Co C 436404, 

H&S (00) 468382. 4 @~©~~~$8Wa~ 
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07oaOGa Company B disoovered 30 wiJ:e punji stakes and 100 wooden 

stakes hidden in ~he brush a~ coord 410430. Destroyed 
samil. 

0708)5H Company.s received small ax'ms sniper !ire from coord 
408429. Returned approximately 20 rounds of 5.56 and 
maneuvered elements into the area. Search~d wi~h neg

071115H 

0711<!2QH 

011245H 

071700H 

0124000 

080915H 

081045H 

0814300 

081905H 

061945H 

0824000 

O~ 1015H 

0~1045H 
091300H 
091330H 

ati ve resul. ts. 
CompBllY B resupply helicopte.t's received sniper fire at 
coord 401429. 
Company B patrol detonated booby trapped ChiCom grenade 
at coord 410427. One USMC ~A sustained. 
Company B madevac helicopters received small arms sniper 
fire from coord 409433 and 408420. Fired 6 rounds 6CGm 
mortar and 4 rounds 81mm mortar suppressive tire. 
Pauol i'rom Company A received small arms sniper tire a.t 
coord 441:~83. Returned 10 rounds 5.56 and searohed area 
with negative results. 
t'atl:ol from Company A received small arms sniper fire 
from coord 4353'f7 and returned 35 rounds 5.56 and 9 
rounds of 81mm mort~ ;;)ea,.l:ched area with nega"tive results. 
Company C Patrol cond~cted ~DCAP in friendly village at 
coord 405453. 'J.'J:E:lated 15 civilians. 
Compan~ positions: Co A 461319, Co B 395434, Co C 436404. 
H&S (-) 468382 . 
Company.B sustained one USMC WlA tm;) result of punji 
stake injU.t~ at coord 415432• 
Company.B discove~ed weapons cache hidden in ba.mboo 
"&h1cket at coord 417431. Found ane automaliic and four 
bolt action rifles, two ChiCom grenades, assorted small 
al:ms ammunition and propaganda. 
Company B patl:ol found military training documents, two 
hand drawn maps and propaganda ali coord 4094~b. 
Company C patrol ~eceived small arms sniper fire f~om 
coord 442399. Returned two rounds M 79 and searched a.rea 
wi"&h nega"&ive results. 
Company A patrol detonated booby trapped ChiCom grenade 
at oOOJ:d 4353'(7. Sustained one USMC WlA. 
Co~any C obS9.L'V8d app:t:oxima"&ely 35 perscmnel preparing 
to' establish positions at coord 4~4414. All appeaL'ed 
to be wearing similar dal.'K clo~hing with some type of 
headgea.r. Artille.y mission requested and fired 99 
rOWlds 105 DUn and ~6 rounds 155mm. .PatJ:ols were dis
patohed to block area un"&il first light. Seal:ch teams 
WA~'e moved intO area at first light and found nothing. 
Company positions: Co A 4613'(9, Co B 4154~0, Co a 436404, 
H&J (-) 468382. 
Co~any A and Alpha Command Gro~p departed by .. truck £or .• 
Camp l!.'vana. 
Company A and Alpha Corwnand GroUp ar,,:i ved at Camp ~vana. 
Companies B, C and D a.rrived at; Camp ~vans. 
Battalion departed Camp ~vans by truck convoy for Golco 

Hamp. (J)~©~~~$___ Q 
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091520R 'l'ruck oonvoy arri V<.l COJ.oo ltamp and waterborne backload 

cOffillenced. 
O::l15~Oh Up~rational COlll'I'ol of BLT V ~ passed from 4th ~laI: to 

C'.l.'G 19.4 (Clf 3d JIlarDiv Ni.i6 0913~9Z Sep). 

9. Hesults 

a. .l!;nes.y LOSS9 S 

o KIA Confirmed 
o KIA PrObable 
o Detaintld 

b. Weapons Captured 
1 7.62 llPSL H1~41 Russian 31-.( .. with drum I:i')8azine 
3 AJ\40 .dolr. acuon dfles 
1 ~'runch u()lt aClJion r~fle 
2 GhiCUlll grenad9s 
~ h1A2 g:ct.Jnade lallllchl.i:':s 
2 1/2 Ib blocks of GIU.COJ1 l'l~'r 

88 1',AlnuS 7.62 affilJlUIl1 Lion 
2 i':-1b DlBf,azines (loaded) 

c. .r.:g,uivment CapturGd 
1 11!''>,c;'azine pouch 
2 Hand-drawn map~1 
i\.sBol'ted .Jocuments ,..Inri pro(la8anda 

d. Friendly Losses 
2 WIA 
1 WIil ~Nl!;) 

e. :b'nendly ~9,uiement L061; or De strayed. N ,)L;(3. 

a. lJostal. Mail was deli vel'ed ('0 the H.L'l .L car ai.H»J.'d Bhi!l, sorted, 
and deliVt:H'ud 1;0 the field wi til no difl':.i,cu.hiu~,. 

li. 1ogistics. Units weI.'e resupplied by h<.::U.CUf) c~r and 'truck duily 
from~ne L3A a1; Cnmp b.:val1s. No. dHfiGu.l ti.;';fl were encQu.nttlLed. 

c. 'J..'reatJrunt of CaSualties and ~va.clle,tion. Casualties we:z:'e evacllalied 
by belicoptbI' with p,l.'iority and cUlerguncy medevacs bE>ing sent to. the L .. ?H 
and routine medevacs to Camp ~vans. No. pro.blems W'el'e enGOlU'ltered. 

d. CemmlU'lications. Conml.lmicatiuns wert: good with no. difficulties 
enccuntered. 

110 Com/randel' if:) Ang1.ysis 

One of the missions assigned to BL'.l.' 1/3 was security of a ferward artil
lery posi tio.n that consisted of hie batt~')ries. '.l.'he position selected by 
the artillery elements was alm~~~~~ cre~t of the hill and 

6 ___ --
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it was considered necessary to hav~ the artillery move to a lower portiOn 
of the hill where thr~y could be bettor protected from enemy action and 
observation and atill aCcomplish thelr mission. 

In addition, this aB~i8ted the srownd comn~dor in accomplishing his 
missic:n by making the greatest uUlizatian of the best defensive terrain 
a.va.ilable based on hiB perconntl stl'engtb. 

The working relationship botween th~ security and artillery organizations 
was outstanding but prior coordination in this. caae could havs prevented 
a sec and move. 

The above incident had no adverse effect un the overall operation, How
ever, it is auggestt:ld that in future~ similar operations the ground com
~der responsible for security ancl the artillery oommander ooordinate 
to the greatest extent possible to ensure the best ut11i&ation of the 
available terrain and the limited number of security personnel. 
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) HEADQUARTERS 
B~tt~lion Landing Te~ 1/3 

9t}! MarinG Amphibious Brigade 
FPO, San Frl!Vlc. iso(' C'6602 

3/PDF/de~ 
5050 
27 September 1967 

...... ----'-'-----'--------... 
lltBr, ~d~\Ir .. r ~ & C No. () 0 1./:) 9 -(p '7 
Cop)" No. / of .56' ~ From: Commanding Officer 

To: Commander, Task Group 7904 

Subj: Comb~t After Action Report (Operat~on BALLISTIC CHARGE) 

Ref: 
b) CTGV9·.4, E'rflg O~de:f( ·fr1 Cf,or Olllenat.iMIMll,llH3'J:'IC.:;OHARGE I
e.) GTG 79.4 OplnUn n20A-67 

c) BLT 1/3 Frag Order #1 for Operation BALLISnC CHARGE 
d) Maps: Vietnam AMS 1 §50) 000 Ser:i.es L7014 Sheets 66401 and 6640II 

Enol = (1 ) v' Overlay to Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE 

1. Code Name. BALLISTIC CHARGE9~E:l'l.rc·~ <1d Des"[;roy Operation, 

2. Dates and Location of Operatd.2.£!.:::.. 16-·2 September 1967. ~'inh Quang Nam 
~nd Tinh Quang Tin Proytnces~ RVNI 

3." Command Head.guarters!. C'l'G 79.·4 

§illIQ!Y~;i!!1'!.~ 

H&S Compan,y 

Oqmpany A 
'.'1 

Company B 

Compan,y C 

Comp~ny D 

4.2 U Mortar Batter,y 

4. Task Organization 

BLT 1/3 (-) 

~ Go ,( - ~(~ein) 

H&t:l Co(,.) 

Det Btry A, 1 stBn 12thMar (1nrrm) 

Det Hq Btry 1stBn, 12thMar (NGF LnTm) 

DECLASSIFIED 

Captain MACK 

CCt ptl'l.in LARIMORE 

Captain LANDES. 

Cawtain BURLESON 

Oaptain RICHARDSON 

Captain PATTERSON 

LtCol THOMAS 

Captain MACK 

Lt L~RKER 

1t JOHNSON 

Ltjg COLE 

, ~ 

I. 

:'1 

r 
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1 st Plt (-) Co B -;,1 Rec:onBn 

Det Interpreter Te~lIl 

Det Interrogator Tr~1.nsla~qr TeM! 

Co A. (Rein) 

Co A 

FO TID ]i~ A, 1st Bn 12th Mar 

Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co A~ 3d Engr ]n 

Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co ] 3d SP Bn (HST) 

Det H&S Co 

Det Intel Sect 

Det Mad Plat 

Det COlDIn Plat 

1st&2d Sect 81mm Mortar Plat 

Det :1I:.hterFOp,'l'ltor Tranelateol' Team 

00 B (Rein) 

00 ] 

FO TID ]try Ap 1st En 12th Marinee 

Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co A9 3d Engr Bn 

Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co B9 3d SP Bn (liST) 

Det H&S Co 

Det Intel Sect 

Det Med Plat 

Det Oomm Plat 

Det :Interrogntor Tranell'l.t<H TeM! 

Co C (Rein) 

00 C 

FO TIn Bt~ A, 1st]n 12th Mar.i.nee 

Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co Ap 3d Engr En 

2 
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Det 2d Plat (R:!l.n) Go ]p 3d SF B,r. (H',';:T) 

Det H&S Co 

Det Med Plat 

Det Comm Plat 

~.2"~ Mortllr Btry 2dBn 12th MIlrin£§., 

2d Plat (- )(Rein) Co Ag 3d Entrr En 

Det H&S 00 9 3d Engr En 

Det Engr Supt Co~ 3d Engr En 

2d Plat (- )(Rein) Co ]8 ~d §£.1l1l. 

Det H&S 00 9 3d SF Bn 

4th Pl~.t (Rein) Co A. 2!h AmTrl'lcBn 

4th Plat Co A, 5th AmTraoBn 

Det H&S Co 5th AmTl~'ecBn 

3d Plllt (Rein) Co 0,9 3d Tank Bn 

3d Plat Co Cp 3d Tank En 

Det H&S Co 3d Tanl< Bn 

1st Plat (=) Co Eg 3d Reoon B~ 

BLT RESERVE 

Co D (Rein) 

Co D 

Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co Ap 3d Engr En 

Det 2d PlIlt (Rein) Co E9 3d SP En (HST) 

3 
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Capt PATTERSON 

1t GARDNER 
, 

Lt WYMER 

Lt KAUFMAN 

Lt BUCKLEY 

Lt FRANCIS 

Ca pt RIOHARSON 
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• • Det H&S Co 

Det Intel Sec,,> 

Det Med Plat 

Det Comm Pll'lt 

5. Supporting Forces 

a. A'tt'il1er,r~ 

(1 ) 

(2 ) 

Direct artillery support: was furnished by 4.2" Mortar Battery 2d 
Bn 12th Marines~ which was displaced with the Alpha Command Group 
by TJVr,r.! S so that it could continuousl,Y Dupport the battalion, 

General support rp.J.nfor.cin,'3' f'.res were rn;"ailable from units located 
at HOI-ANtl ,"1 : r 

Ammunition Expendi turec1 

841 HE 
73 \.J'P 
85 IlIum 

Observed 20 
Unobserved 'I 

H & I 293 

b. Naval Gunfire Support 

(1 ) 

(2 ) 

(5) 

Naval gunfire ~:upport WI'1.s provided by the USS \.JALDRC'N (DD-699) 
whioh is armed with three twin 5'1/38 caliber mounts 9 the USS SMALL 
(DDR-838) which is I,rmed with three twin 511/38 odiber mounts, 
and the USS HOPb~,VELL (DD-681) which is anned with four single 
5't/38 caliber mounts o 

The Umi \vALDRON was in support during 16 September to 18 ;;81''''-' 

telhbl~~I. 'l'ho ship fired 232 rounds of preparation fire :,t 9 tarcetn, 
;ind 35 rounds of night H&I bres at 6 tFlrgetH. 

The USS HOP}i)llm,1 w~~~s in support from 16 September tu 21 Septomber. 
'Ibe ship fired 211 rounds of p:reparation fire at 6 targets, 61 
rounds of called fire; nt 3 tEl.rgets (resulting in 5 va KIA Frob.)p 
and 712 rounds of night; H8cI fires at 137 targets.> 

The USS SMALL was in support iJ.'cr: '21 September to 22 September. 
The ship fired 120 rounds of ni.ght fires at 20 targets. 

WlCLASSIFlED 
A total of 1,371 lWunUi!fW,El:r,n f,j.J.'pdl (1tt JU 1, :t,l' rgut r;. 
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USS SMALL 

120-HC 

c. Air Support. 

DECLASSIFIED 

238-HC 
25~WP 

_ 4-IllUfi'i 

267 

... 

• 
USS H~'i'EWELL 

901-HC 
?9=WP 
39-AACl 
15-AAC (3"/50) 

984 

(1) Tactical close air support was spa,ringly used during Operation 
BALLISTIC CHARGE. Four sorties were used to prep the LZ prior to 
the heliborne assault 0 One fliBbt of fixed wing ran a strike at 
positions indioated at BT~221459 with a BD! of 5 structures des
troyed and 5 damagedo 

(2) UH-1E' a ran 6 sorties with an unkn,own EDAo Troops moving into 
the fire supression areas fourrl blood and bandages but no va bodies. 

(3) Aerial observers were used a,~dp.T.'Oximately 5 hours each day giving 
the battalion useful infoI'mathm as to enemy troop movement and 
disposition. Helicopters W'(~:ri,' used to transport two companies and 
H&S Company (-) in the I-Z on D-Day" 

( 

~. J 

(4) Ji'our C&C PI,ircraft were used by the battalion which gave the B~"ttal
,'i~~'!,l Commander I'!,n airborne tactical evaluation of the oonduct of 
Operation BALLISTIC CHARGEe 

(5) There were 9 priority medevacs during the operation. 

6. Intelligence 

a. Initially, the enem,y employed aggressive delnying action characterized 
by sniping and ambushing tacticso During the 11~ter searoh phase 9 enemy 
cont~ot diminished to isolated small unit inoidents o Scattered mines 
and punji 'reps were found throughout the AOA. 

b. Guided by indigenous officials and informa.nts, thorough searches turned 
up many bunkers, caves 9 and falso tunnels but few objects of intelli
genee value. One prisoner captured, olaimed to be a NatioMI Liberation 
Front Cl'tdrem2!l.n at Distriot level. 

o. Less th~n sl'ltisfl'l,ctory results 'It.rere achieved through the indigenous 
informllnts Hho frequently changed reports of what they knew of the 
area. On two occasions they refused to aocompany BLT palrols. Con
versely, the interpreters assigned proved invaluable in obtaining 
intelligenoe of immediate h.ctio& value" IINCLASSI FIID: 

1. Mission .. JUT 1/7, ~ :-i:'ou:;: ('n. i)-'()I:y conduot ~, helo ~ssault into LZ CRCM~ 
-c'e'hte/f:)d(jbrd'i~~'~ r199474'.:(alHV!~h;h:'tO [n,1] GUf.ib'1i~(Cltxm.t'~:hl;Cl~ibird~~~:i&:,QlO6'~q7~,~t\Ji
~IoUr' ij~h{~,'U'C'tr' ahi ~mplii'lH9.:6.'tJ (h's'shult'vC)'Ver Hed ,·JM'aC%.n,c<?nt~'.ei:;Vc¢o10:t:d(ilnlliire., ·2t~507 • 
(lJesi~;tEP(reee(r:;~f),ampatt&'i(t\d'be''601Mlitt;reld (&ft'b~eX<)GTG·:~,9<H~iJ'.:Resla!J:(Ve:j~CIi~nl1,Y 
to maintain platoon size Spnrrow 1\';n"k force INJ R'lorcnce ,1?,,!fpir~~' ,~mlJa,,:rked. 
Conduct senrch nncl destroy opnr{lt iens to the North. " I,r;" !;,::I,-i:t,':[dJ.I(~~,:J~ 

r;;; 
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• • 8. Execution. At H-Hourp 160700 H September 19r7~ tvo rifle companies con
ducted an amphibious B,ssault ncross Red BeMa in successive V8.ves" They 
immediately deployed and seized Objectives #2 and #30 At L-Hour1 160100-H 
September 1967, one compa.r.w conduded a heli"':~orne nS81'l.ult on the alternate 
Landing Zone GOOSE and proceeded to seize Objective #1. The Alpha COIlllllMd 
Group am the reserve compan,y ]a nd'?0 in l'U LZ at coordine,tes 221498 e£ter 
it had been secured by forces who landed over Red Beach~ Three companies 
then conducted a rapid area sweep in 8. Northerly direction with the Alpha 
l.OorrlDul,n[[i, Group and one comp8..r.w following in tr&ee. Followi ng the rnpid 
sweep, the BLT moved South in the AOA conducting a deliberate search and 
destroy operation~ 

a. Qhrotlolo{;'ical Sequence of Events 

160600H Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE commenced for BLT 1/~t 
160104H The first two waves, of Compa.t\Y A hEld landod on:~('[1 ,leach. 
160710H Compl'U1Y B had landed on Red Beach., 
160115H The first elements of Company C reoeivod small arms fire from 

LZ: GOOSEc 
160720H 
16072711 

160730H 

160755H 

16081611 
16082011 

16082511 
160828H 
160829R 
160830H 

160849H 

160900II 
161000H 
161030H 

161030H 

161055H 

16110011 
16110011 

161100H 
161200H 
161315H 

16133011 

The first elements of C'lmparw C landed in IJZ GOOSE. 
Company C received light sm~,ll arms sniper· fire fDGllilllO,'odlndldJ;.. 
nates 202478. 
One helicopter receiv(~ small arms sniper fire coming into 
LZ GOOSE and Compt'l!l,Y C sustained 1 USN WIA .. 
Elements of the Alpha Command had landed in an LZ at coor
dinates 227498~ 
Compa1\V A cap; ured 2 VCS at ooordinates 221503. 
Compa1\V A captured one ves hiding in a hut at coordinates' 
220504", 
Compa1\V A seized Objective #2. 
Company B seiz'ed Objective #3. 
Comparw C seized Objective #1. 
Company A captured 1 VCS in a hut with a cartridge belt and 
grenade near the entranoe at coordinate~ 218504~ 
Company B discovered pUhji pits at coordinates 234492 and 
234488. They were marked with st~keB at the corners point
ing tmmnl tho contror" 
c.;Olflr);,.rw \j cll"ptnrocl 2 VCS fit coordJm:tNI 201473. 
Hocon nla'to~>n crlptlJ,Z'ed 5,lyeS:at :Cootc~iri,ate.tI 218506 .. 
Company U sustained 1 USMC WIA as a result of incoming sniper 
rounds et coordinates 207473. 
Company A sustained 1 USMC WI! due to sniper fire at coordi
l1J!\.tes 220501. 
Company B received sniper fire at coordinates 217486. They 
also picked up 2 VCS in the same ~rea, 
Company D picked up 1 ves at coordinnto8 216507. 
Company A had found 1 ves without an identification card 
at coordinates 213511. 
Company C captured 1 female VCS at coordinates 207413. 
Compan,y .A received sniper fire at coordinates 215516., 
Compan,y D discovered 5 butterfly mines at coordinates 
2125180 They were destroyed. 
Compa~ C received sniper fire at coordinates 195481 and 
194484. They returned fire with M-16 and M-19 rounds with 
negative results~ 
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161 /i'))~I 
161500H 

161630H 

161130H 

161739H 
161800H 

161800H 

161815H 

161840H 
162100H 

162110H 

162115H 
162130H 

162155H 

162330H 

t62330H 

170745H 

170020H 

170825H 
170830][ 

170055H 
170900H 

1709 10H 
170930H 

170930H 

110945H 
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• • Gdrm:: tl'r hrd fcnind l'J, ,yonr.3" b',v .' ith 1, 5r)O : 'iClsters, /3,t coor-
,Ii It :;r) ?Oiy)~l~j. j:',' 'lias detainee. as aVeS. 
~" 'i: II.)' " lom,tad 2 ves a.t cooy.-dina-tes 210518 .. 
Company C sustained 1 USMC WIA as a'result of a punji pit 
injury at ooordinates 185A'92. 
Recon received approximat,'l" 50 rounds of small anna fire 
from 9 VO 1I:t; ooordiMl,tes 213526 and 212528. They returned 
fire with the M-16 l'io·~1 M-79 resulting in 1 VO KIA confirmed 
and 1 va KIA probable. 
Company D oaptured 1 vas as he was running away at ooordinates 
210520 .. 
Company C seized Objective #40 
Compaqy C pioked up 1 VCE m~le hiking at coordinates 211476. 
Another VCS was picked up S.t coordinates 185495. 
Compa~ positions~ Co A 205520~ Co B 188512, Co C 180498 Co D 
208511t H&S (-) 207519. 
Compa~ D captured a VCS hiding in a bunker at ooordinates 
210519. 
Company A picked up 1 ves at coordinates 207522~ 
Compaqy C observed approximately 100 indigenous personnel 
crossing the Truang Giang River at coordinates 175505- They 
called supporting arrtl(~ ')t :,hem from Mortar Battexy2/12. .~ 
The results were unknown. 
Compaqy B received 30 rounds of enemy small arms fire at 
coordinates 193514". 
Company D recelved sniper fire at coo.rdixwtes 2075 19. 
Company A had a listening post receiv(ing 6 automatic roundo 
at ooordinates 203521. They threw a grenade and returned to 
the lines, 
Company A had 1 VC sneaking toward the lines at coordinates 
208522. He ,,fM taken under fire with M-16 I s. The result 
was 1 VC KIA confirmed. 
Company C received approximately 20-30 rounds of small arms 
fire at coo.r:din(!,tes 178502. 
Comnnnv"R RllRt:d,ned 1 U~'i",[C '}JJ, ['!1' '1'(":ll'l.t ofehrf'pnhl;,' i'()11 

lll1J1.d'bn'l,J ft!0:u!',.1nCr)(ILim::f) J,~'!l't,\I" c;~ l11lt i j'j 'to uruh;, ell() i·,':i d .~\:,. 194512. 
iJornpnn.'l I'. received 10 rOllndD U.L J.nc(lmil1{,; sniper firo at 
coordiw,tNl ?0552~. 
Recon picked up 1 VC:3 with I,n OfTl(lut; to:: lnl': I.t coordiw,tes 
209530. 
Recon received snipe:!.' fire fl.'om coordinates 209539. 
G(in\T~' Yi' ,\ Fllwtrdn00 2 U::iHC "1., fr'Tn unidollt,iflll(')v incomii1.!;nl<.'l',; 
d, l(jb\.l~'(; "()IlhIH, ~ t I coon]jJ 1 ~Gll 211 'i. i'! . 
Compi ,JlY 13 hnd secured ubjeotive /16. 
(JOf!lP<Hl,Y C received 20 rounds of sniper fire I'l.t coordinates 
177510. They returned fire c,nd. celled :'I. 60mm 1Jl\01't1ir mission 
\-lith ne{:l\tive results. 
Compnrl,Y C Y'eporte() thl'lt Oll;joctive,T5 WI1S secured. 
Gompnn,y G d iscovHred 1,000 punji stnkes [,end 1 J 000 pound s 
of rice at coordinates 1675150 These wore destroyed. ~1f1ey 
nlso captured 1 VGt). 
Compnny 1~ discovered ,., fresh Grove with i'\ body nt coordinates 
208544. One VC KIA confjrmed was credited. 
Compan,y A piclced up 0 VGS in It hut nt coordinl';tes 208544. 
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171000H 
171035H 
171140H 

171215H 

1712~OH 

171305H 

171400H 

171400H 
171430H 

171510H 

171530H 

171630H 

171640H 

171800H 

171900H 

172005H 

172007H 

172035H 

180900H 

180930H 

181100H 

181100II 

181115H 

181230H 

DECLASSIFIED 

• CompltrJ.Y B pioked up 1 vea at coo.cdiru1,toS -j'10536. 
Company J\ locnted 4 ves in p h-J.t at cOO1~dinates 208548. 
Company A h8d found 19 us 2.75" rockets ::Jt coordinates 
212562. They wnre destroyed. 
Recon took 4 VO undf"cr fire tn coordinates 212551 with 
negative results. 
Company A seized Objective #8. 
Recon hl'l.d seen 4 VC with weapons at coordiMtes 2095,8. They 
wei'e tl\ken under fire with neg~'ttive results. 
Compc,ny C discovered nn EtSSortment of medical supplies at 
coordim,tes 111516. 
Company A had secured Objective )q. 
Compltny B discovered 150 punji sticks at coordinl'ltes 182536. 
They wore destroyed. 
Recon took 4 va with \"COB,pOns under fire at coordinates 211. 
510. 'l'he reGults wnre 1 va KIA confirmed. 
A patrol from Company C killed 1 va HS he tried to run away 
from them I'l-G coordintltes 115509. 
COmptlny B had an ou tpos'c receivi;ng from 150-20D rounds of 
small arms fire at coordinates 190535. A platoon with 2 
tanks in support was dispatched to help out. 
Company A located 1 ves hiding in a bunker at coordinates 
1975440 
Company positions~ Co A 2055~7, Co B 1925~2p Co C 17~515t 
Co D 203537, and H&S (-) 204531. 
Compl1ny A fired upon 1 va carrying /1 carbine at coordinates 
204544 with negative results. 
A Company B listenine post received 5 rounds of incoming 
sm~ll annS fire at coordinates 191530. 
Comp8,ny A wounded a VC as he ran from the lines nt coordi
nates 201544. 
A listening post from Compnny A was probed ot coordimtes 
2055380 Two hnnd grenades were thro\'/fl by the LP with 
negative results. 
A patrol from Company C called an 81mm Mortar Mission on 
snipers :' t coordiMtes 104504. One VC was seen in the area 
where the mortn.r rounds landed. 1 va KI_I\r:1'0h~,hle vlns claimed. 
COln))i! n,Y' ]) mV1tl~,i nco ~ 'Hii l:lhen • .',)'11 'lLli(t,QI11 j,(li ~'!'I(IJ):II;~'lI' ~'fi>-q"iilll ,llt[lrlr)d 
:l{ crio"H~n:'J;~(m ,,2(:J:15;m~);,!. 
Company C killed 1 Vi,) (1(1 he tried to sldm awoy from them ut 
coordinrd;es 164517. 
A patrol from Comp~:llY C firc!d upon 6 VC vrho appeared to be 
carrying somethinG d coordinates 173514. One va fell nnd 
\·ms cnrried rn-my by tho others. 1 KIA probable Vl,:fl credited. 

Company A had found n villD.ge with appearances of small pox 
at coordiMtes 219540. 

Company D disoovered 1 \fOunded VC hiding in n cave Dt coor
dinntos 205515. He snid the),t 2 of his buddies were killed 
~t coordi.nates 192531 on the 11th. Gomp~,ny B, who engaGed 
in /1. firc fight \vith VC in that nrea, received credit for 
2 VC KIA confirmed. 
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181235H 

181410H 

181430H 

181520H 

181655H 

181730H 

181800H 

182000H 

182130H 

182230H 

190300H 

190745H 

190930H 

190940H 

190940H 

191015H 

191315H 

191430H 
191600H 

191640H 

191800H 

191900H 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • Company A picked up 8 ves hie::':'!.g in vltrious hut 8 and bunkers 
at coordinates 215546. 
CompanY A Bea~ohed through bunkers and huts at coordinates 
221535 I'l,nd rounded up 7 ves. 
ALpht'l, Command picked up 1 ves who was painted out by the 
village,.'chief at coordin.."l.t::s' 201519. 
Company A received 5 rounds of sn~per fire from coordinates 
204516. 
Oompany A fired upon 1 VO who was shooting at helicopters 
at ooordinates 902522. The results were negative. 
Company C called an Ar~ aerial observer to check out 
numerous indigenous personnel at coordina,tes 174485. An 
air strike was oalled when the aerial observer reoeived 
sniper fire. The Ar~ ~O reported 135 KIA probable as 
BM. l10wever since area was outside assigned AOA a verifi
cation of this BDA was not aooomplished. 
Compan,y positions: Co A 203519~ 00 B 192512, Co C 1'86494, 
Co D 200518, H&S (-) 201519. 
An ambush patrol from Company B received approximately 30 
rounds of small arms fire at coordinates 189522& 
Company 0 had a listening post fired upon at coordinateer 
186498. They sustained 1 USMC WIA. 
Company A called an 81mm lOOrtar Mission on Flpproximately 20 
VO at coordinates 212520. The results were negative. 
The ITT Team released 9 detainees as innocent civilians 
at coordinates 20152rf. 
Comparw A captured 1 indigenous persom{at .!oooI)cLinn)IJetlY;,: t 
a05516) wHo stated l'tliailLhe -Qa:!j~;;i.l1NC. 
Company A received 2 rounds of sniper fire n coordinates 
205517. 
Company D sustained 1 USMO WIA from shrapnel at coordinates 
207506. 
Oompany D received sniper fire from coordinates 207506. They 
picked up 1 ves near this area. 
Company A received sniper fire from a tree line at coordi~
:iu,teo 213522. 'l1J1ey advanced by fire ~nd movement nnd found 
1 VO KIA confirmed. 
OompanY A located 2 indigenous personnel in i8. bomb shelter 
who admitted being VCo ~I."hey also uncovered n 9mm pistol, 1 
tranSistor radio, 3 wrist watches, 2 cartridge belts, and 
documents. 'l1J1ese were at ooordinates 207517. 
UH-1E's fired on 6 VC after they took sniper rounds at 
coordinates 202543. Compa~ B swept the area and found a 
bloo~ piece of clothing. 1 VC KIA probable was credited. 
Recon found 1 ves rolled up in a mat at coordinates 204525. 
Company C captured 1 male ves carrying medical supplies at 
coordinates 185488. 
Company C spotted 5 VC cl'1.rrying what appeared to be a mortar 
at ooordinates 185483. Naval gunfire was called with excel+·· 
~nt coverage. Five VC KIA probable were credited. 
Company positions: Co A 203519, Co B 192512, Co C 186494, 
Co D 200518,H&S Co (-) 201519. 
Company A called Cln 81mm otortflr mission on 4 VO at coordi'fl·· 

nat'lltl::) 209523 with nSg'!'l.tive results. 
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19212~H 

192130H 

192145H 

192215H 

1922~OH 

200830H 

200947H 

201000H 

201000H 

201600H 

20 1800H 

201945H 

201945H 

210800H 

210810H 

210820H 

211015H 

211045H 

211100H 

211 145H 

211200H 

211~~·5II 

211800H 

212320H 

220545H 
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• • A listening post from Corr.pany A w~\s probed at coordinates 
203536. They threw 2 grenndes and moved back to the, lines. 
Company 0 was hit on 3 sides 'by VC elements at coordinates 
106493. . f1lltt';Yn,T). I :il.lle~uo.d.our:t;b<!:d.U10u,~ U8lM~/:MIA;lt~ 'rt!'f' Slwst.mned Hnd 
f."(!)lifd' V~(IK Iii dw:1G "Chl)d'i.i.J':t}cdl.'j lOinc VC&"l (;J::3.c~lpltr:b 'clurirag ilhl!; 
ef±e~t-.l I 111':i.n., ':;hc J':i ~;liJC. 
Company D reoeived incoming small arms fire from ooordi
nates 200520. 
Mortar Battery 2/12 sustained 1 USMC WIA at coordinates 
200520 when an HE round exploded seconds afterll:eriiJng 
the tube due to a faulty fuze. 
Oompany B received 20 rounds of small arms fire from 
coordinates 192512. 
Company A received 2 rounds of sniper fire from coordinates 
211517. 
Company A killed 1 VC at coordinates 2235~8:as he was running 
away from en are1'1 of sniper fire. 
Compeny 0 sustained 1 USMC 'vIA as a result of a booby trap 
at coordinates 195483. 
Company C had taken 6-8 VC under fire at coordinates 205473. 
One VC KIA probable was credited. They also captured a 
homemade pistol. 
Company C captured 1 VCS with a bullet wound in his foot 
at coordinates 234487. 
Company positions: 00 A 228516, Co B 219502, Co C 235489, 
Co ]) 223503, H&S Co(-),221503. 
Company B fired at 3 VO with negative results at coordinates 
217506. 
Recon had tl'l,ken 3 va under fire at coordinates 210505, ThEff 
got credit for 1 va KIA probable when t~ scream of pain was 
heard from 1 of the va. Recon fllso sustained 1 USMC '\VIA. 
Company B discovered 3-60mm,morjar rounds and 1 trip wire 
at coorclinntes 215497. The mo.L'tar rounds were destroyed. 
LV'r's sustBined 1 U:.ii:J HIA from a stray sniper round at 
coordilll'Ltes 215504. 
Company B picked up 1 vas hiding behind n hut at coordinates 
218496. 
Comp~ny A had 2 VC KIA confirmed by an ambush at coordinates 
224524. 
Comp8.n,y B received 10-20 rounds of sniper fire from Gom'(ld .. 
i..n.tt:~:; 212499. 
Jl platoon from Company B swept the D.rea where they received 
sniper fire at coordino.tes 212498. They flushed 2 VC nnd 
killed one of them. 
Compt!.n.y B took 3 VO under fire at coordinates 210498 with 
neg::ttive results. 
Company C sustl'l.ined 1 U31VLC ':JIA whnn t~ booby tr."l.p was set 
off at conrdino"Gcs 235400. 
'j\1O engineers from Co;nnnn,y C wore killod 'fhen v, mine that they 
·l1fbJt:obing'(l.dth) IciombaJt;; ·:1tnive~ Jhl~.q.vp l~t: d;o~mhimn:tle::t(2)52495:f5. 
Company positions: Co A 228516, Co B 219502, Co C 235489, 
Go D 223503, H&S Co(-) 221503. 
Compnny 0 received incoming small I.'lrms fire 1tnd 4 hond 
grenfto.es ~t coordinf"'l,tes 237493. 
All units departed for the LZ at coordinates 233501. 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 



DECLASSIFIED 
.' , • 

220615H H&S 00(-) Md Compal'\Y D ~.rrived J.t LZ at coordinates 233501. 
220100H Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE i-r:'f) conclud€)(l and BLT 1/3 was 

chopped to the 1st Marines.~ :- Ci"l)l.i). 

!!t'. Enw LOSS8S 

14 KIA Confirmed 
11 KU Probable 
55 Detainees 
3 PC~'fI s 

b. Weapone Captured 
1 9mm Browning Pistol 
1 Homemade Pistol 

c. Egui]X!lent Captured 
2 ChiCom GrenAdes 
5 Butterfly Mines 
1 M-26 Grenade 
3 60mm Mortar Rounds 
2 Cartridge Belts 
1 Poncho 
1 Transiator Radio 
3 Wrist Watches 
81,500 VN 
Assorted Medical Supplies
Assorted Documents 
1,000 Pounds of Rice 
3,000 Punji Stakes 

d. Friendly L083'93-
2 . KIll 
20'\iTIil. 

e. Friendly Equipment Lost or Destroyed 
None 

10. Administrative Matters 

a. Postal. Mail delivery was effected vi", resupply helo t s to units 
oorwnencing D+2 and daily thcr;I';D.i'tcr. }To difficulties wore enoountered. 

b. Logistics. Logistical support WWJ provided from ARG-A shipping. Resupply 
was accomplished dai~ beginning D+1 utilizing helots and LVT's. The 
weather was a major factor in planning a.nd coordinating time of resuppl;y 
via helots. Resupply requests were made from BLT 8-4 direct to the LSA 
established aboard the USS DULUTH. No particular problems or difficul
ties were enoountered. 

c. Treatment of Casualties and Evacuation. All casualties ~.nd the!krlL,y 
equipment were evacuated to the USS OKINAWA. Caeualty reports were 
made direct to BLT 8-1 aboard. USS OKINAWA. No difficultie~ were 
encountered • 

UNCLASSIJ'IID 
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• • 
d. Communication~. LOGi~tics communic£"tions were effected via HST and 

TAC-LOG net~. Communica tiona \Vith helo' tl in thl!l LZ wore mad e over 
HST/1Z control nets. No extreme difficulties WElre encountered. 

11. CommA,nder' e AM1Yl'!it! 

Operation RALLI0TIC GHAnGE was characterized by n 8ilnultnn~ous outface 
and helicoptorborne 8eeault into the Southern portion of the AOA, a 
rapid eweep to the Northern limit~ of the AOA, and then a deliberate 
fjeai'dhHnrl d/!8troy back to the South. Operation BAJ!lJIS1j'IC C1.Tf.1~Gi~ \'lnS 

tho f:i rot OP(J I'ai;ion for thj.e: commander where sufficient time was bllmTlld 
fob-n thOill'Oll13'h~1 dniliib'I~~[Jto BNlrch and deatroy. It iB con:.;i(lCl'od that 
the area of 0j)(H'!' t i on \Ul r; fully c OVI'! red. 

'rhe traneition from Opl"lr,ltion BALLISTIC CHARGE to Operation SHELBY
VILLE wae A.ccompliehed by f1 aimul taneou~ helibornc wi thdrnwal/a~waul t 
of three rifle companies plus the command (\'roup into the new opcrnting 
area and the tactical withdrawal of one rifle company, a mortar b~,tV:r'y 
battery, an LVT platoon, ancl a tank :platoon to the US3 DUJJU'l.'II Wf15 

aocomplished with minimum delay. In virM of the helicopter availability, 
the rifle comnany Wi' f3 tmbl'I"quently lifted from the US~J .1lm.Ju'i'1I into the 
new operntjng arl'!l1 on f"I timely bFlf'liB. 

An [l.mphibiou~ withdrmml iel a complicated maneuver at it' I'! beet and 
when oombined with a simultaneous heliborne withdra\o,al/aseault the 
maneuver requires extremely clo~e coordination between the Navy and Marine 
Corps forces involved. Operation BALLISTIC CHARGE i:!! an excellent example 
of the clo~e cooperation enjoyed by the Navy-Marine CorpI'! Team. 

, A"Ri.'iw technique was used in this operation in that durirlf; the illi,MaL 
preparntion fires for t 118 L2 And during the initial heliborne assault, the 
a4'.j.'1 .9g{Qlflf.1t1)l(le:lt~~;[wP-1 ttl~l:mll\lr c,~rn8>nfl,er"w;el;le f.tirb<?rl).~~.in '~)",U1I:-1\~h;~~ipp;pt~;r,\; 
to obscrvellnd direct the initial phFH1Q/?" of. th~ClPt]lration. Durint~· the 
preparation firos for the primary l..Z it became evident that the primary 
LZ could not be properly prepared with the flchedule(] fires so the alternate 
LZ was selected by the BL'l' comr:,w,nder and concurred \-lith by the HMM 
commander. The preparation fires were shifted to the alternate LZ which 
could be more oaoily prepa.red. The im tial wave of it he heliborne a~JSaul t 
was guided to the al t:'rnate 1Z and the heliborne assault pro{',"ressed 
satisfactorily. 

Being airborne gave the commanders the 5ai)h~'jJtilti'cs'!,t'O:%::': 

Shift preparation fires to likely arers of enemy concentri. timnn 
from the view point of the ground oommanders. 

~). Guide the initial heliborne assault WlWA to the exact LZ desirecl. 
,,_ l\fake adjustments to subsequent helicopter laming sites as 

die>tated by the enemy ann terrain. 
, Influence the attack by having GOl,rplete observation and the most 

current infollnution availnblG of thn situation. 
I:. Adjust helicopter approach and retirement lanes as dictated by 

the situation. 
One problpm encountered \'1118 communications between the BIJT commander 

and the SLF commander. Possible solutions are: 
Passing information through RnC • 

. , Carrying an extrA AN/PRC-25 radio. 
", Changing fr·,quencies of the Battalion tnctiC:l1 radio carried in the 

UH-1E. 
The communications rroblr):n ''Till be worked out during future operations. 
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It is highly 1'8c()mmcmdod that the irrlmJi)iliDte cOJ'lmandor ot' ,the,'ground 

forces lmd the immediatE"! commander of the helicopter forces involved 
in a heliborne assault be Elirborne, in direct cornrnunicdions i>lith ench 
other, in order that they can have current information 8,nd be in n 
butter position to make timely ct ecisions regardddlg the omnloyment of 
their foroes. 
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. HEADqUARTERS ~ 
Bat Lalion Landing ~'ba:n ~ 

9th l'iarine Amphibioos Brigade 
FPO, San Francisoo 96602 

3/PfJF/cles 
5050 
2 October 1967 

From: CO;I/l.'ln';Il .. ;· Officer 
To: ,(,Cornmanding Officer, 1st Marines, 1$t Harinc Division (Rein), bID' 

SUbj: Combat After Action Report (Operp.tion SHF.JJBYVUIJE). 

Ref: 

1
al 1st Marines OpOrder 127-61 (Operation SHELBYVILLE) 
b Maps: 1:50pOOO VIETNAM Series L7014, Sheet~ 6640I p II, 
o BLT 1/3 Frag Orders #1 and #2 (s.ee operation overl~) 

III, and IV. 

Enol: (1) Overl~ to OpOrder 127-67 

1. Code Name. SHELBYVILLE; Search and Destroy Operation. 

2. Dates and Location of 0 erationo 220700H September 1'967 through 280100 II 
September 19 7, Tinh Quang Nam Province9 (iUl111 Dien Ban Sector, llVN. 

3. ~n~adguarters&- Headquarters g 1 st Marines, 1St Haxb,o .lJivi'si()~l 
(R~iri) , FrJi~', 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 
H&S Company Captain tlli,CK 

Company A .--_______ ----:--:"~.,Captain LARIl-lOln 

lltBD, 3dMar S " C No. 00 '-1-:/0 -!e 7 Comparw B 
Cop, No. I of S S ,COPICe 

Company C 

Compan.v D 

4. Task OrganiZation 

Det Btry Ag 1 ot i\!'I~ 12t'1 Mar (Lll'l'G\) 
1st Clea.ring rJ.c..~ (}("in) Co B 3d MedBn 
Det 15th Dental Co 
1 at Plat C-) CO B 3d ReconBn 

Co B (Rein) 
Co B 
FO Tm Btl.).' Ap 1stBn 12th I1ftI' 
Det 2d Phd; (Rein) Co A, 3d Engr En 
Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co B, 3d SP En (HST) 
Det H&S Co 

Det Intel Sect 
Det Med Plat 
Det IT Team 
2d Sect 81mm Hortar Plat 
Dci; Cornm PI t 

1 
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Captain LAI'ID}~S 

Capt ain BURL'SSON 

Captain RIGHA::mSON 

Meol THOMAS 
Capt MACK 

Lt JOHNSON 
1t KANTER (USN) 
Lt MCGINN 
Lt FRANCIS 

Gapt 11~ND1~S 

I 
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• 
o C 

FO Tm Btry A~ 1stEn 12th Mar 
. Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co A, 3d Engr Bn 
Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co B, 3d SP Bn (HST) 
Det H&S Co 

Det Intel Sect 
Det Med Plat 
Det Corron Plat 
Det IT Team 
3d Sect 81mm Mortar Plat 

Co D (Rein) 
Co D 
FO Tm Btry A, 1stBn 12th Mar 
Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co A, 3d Engr En 
Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co B~ 3d SP Bn (HST) 
Det H&S Co 

Det Intel Sect 
Det Med Plat 
Det Corron Plat 
Det IT Team 
4th Sect 81mm Mortar Plat 

2d Plat (-) (Rein) Co A 3d Engr En 
2d Plat Co A9 3d Engr En 
Det H&S CO J 3d Engr Bn 
Det Engr Supt Co, 3d Engr Bn 

2d Plat (-)(Rein) Co B 3d SP Bn 
2d Plat CO B~ 3d SP Bn 
Det H&S Co~ 3d SP Bn 

BLT RESERVE 
Co A -(Rein) 

Co A 
FO Tm Btr,y A~ 1stBn 12th Mar 
Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co Ag 3d Engr Bn 
Det 2d Plat (Rein) Co B9 3d SP Bn 
Det H&S Co 

Det Intel Sect 
Det Med Pla t 
Det Corron PInt 
Det IT Team 
1st Sect 81mm Mortar Plat 

Attachments and Detachments 

• Capt BURLESON 

Capt RICHARDSON 

Lt GARDNER 

Lt WYMER 

Capt LARIMORE 

-r-: ' 
~,~ I j,tb ChJll9nts. Co E, 2d 

2~0700H'~eptember 1967. 
Bn, 1st Mar j 210700H September 1967 through 

b. Detaohments. None. 
I lUJOO©~~~~~lF~~ID) 

Supporting Forces \ 
a. Artilleryo General Support ~'ires were provided by the ~~8!!!1!t-13~n-, '"II1M1'~t'!""h"'M£~1~r~i~ne""s""J
with Btry A9 1st Bn 11th Marines~ Btry B, 1st Bn 11th MarineSfnand.B~r.Y Cf 

1st Bn, 11th Marinesj located at CO~rdil1f1.tes 105582, 065582, ~IID]. 
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• • respectively. Btry A, 1st Bn 11th f'.larines 8.nd Btry 13, 1st 13n 1lth 11arine~ 
were displaced for PhRS~~ II of the Operation to ne .. , locations in the 
vicinity of coordinates 9661 and 0161 respectively. 

Ammunition Expenditure 
1136 HE 

44 WP 
20 IlIum 
16 ;:)moke 

Missions }'ired 
Prep 
Observed 
H&I 

8 
28 

194 

b. Naval Gunfire. The U~~ GOLDSBOROUGH, armed with two, single five-inch 
54 mounts, was on station on D-Day from 220700H through 221630H, although 
no fires were utilized. 
c. Air Support. Both fixed wing and helicopter support were readily 
available and utilized. as indic::lted beloH. HMM 163 provided helicopter 
support for medevac and resupp~ missions in support of the Operation. 

Fixed Wing Support - 39 SortieG flown 
BDA - 61 Structures deotroyed, 2 bunkers destroyed, 2 REA confirmed 
and 5 KBA probable. 

Helicopter Support - 6 UH-IE ~orties, 13 medevac mission£;, 2 C&C 
missions flown. 

6. Intellicence. The enemy Bvoiclr'd sustnined contRct, pref~rring to ex:~il tr ,t,: 
the area of operations while hara:ssing and delaying friendly forces by 
sniping, isolated mortar attacks, mines, punji and booby traps. Only on 
26 oeptember 1967, was the enemy engaged in force, and even then they immedi
ately broke contact. 

Relativ~ly few indigenous personnel were found in the objective area. 
'l'h08f'! enoountered were general1Y,;unoooperative' and I 'expressed pro-Viet Cong 
s.ympathieso No combatants were captured. 

Generallv, th~ terrain was thick~y vegetated and enhanced concealment. 
Bunl$:er.s, fighting holes and trench lines were ubiquitous throughout the 
sparsely p6pulat!~d hamlebl. I" .," ': 

ParLicularly noteworthy was th(~ invullK.lblc aid provided by three 
Vietnamese interpreters from the 1st Marine Division to the B~T's intelligence 
collection effort. ~heir aggressiveness in communicating with local inhab

dtants provided timely information at the company level. 

7. Mission. BLT 1/3 (-) at 220730H, conduot heliborne landing in deSignated 
LZ's, seize assigned objeotives and be prepared to continue main attack to 
th~ east (Phase I). Be prepared to conduot. search and destroy operations 
in western sector on orde~ (Phase II). 

o. }t;xem:LtJ.olt!. BLl' l/} (-) l~ded in L~ Hawk, secured the LZ, Battalion ob
'.iecti'}es)/l 'and -//2 anti R~p,::Lrn~'ntal ob.iectives A ·anCl. 13. 'l'H'Q'I)Q'W;h seax()h and 
destroy \Uls:oondubtM in'the,\rj.Cii1ityof objeCtivos ;\ and B' t-,'~'~~&R--'{;fI!re-----, 
'BLT continued the attack to the l:hase n 9h~jcctivo : ,;Cc.Il.. 

n. .9Jl:ronolo{!.ical, ~eguence of Events 

1> 
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• •• BLT 113 (-) (ilpCon to 1st Na;Hti.e ;{egiment and commenced Operation 
~r---...J SHELBYVILIJE with heliborne lift of Company B into LZ HAWK, 

~.~; .~I -. 

220808H 
220835H 
220835H 
220915H 
220915H 
220915H 
221010H 
221037H 
221045H 

221200H 

221330H 

221400H 

221430H 
221545H 

coordinates 002548e 
CompanY B helilift completed. 
Company B reoeived sporadic sniper fire from coordinates 004548. 
Company D helilift oommencede 
Company D helilift completed. 
Objective #1 secured by CompanY B. Coordinates 0035440 
Alpha Command Group helilift oommenced. 
Alpha Command Grou~ helilift completed. 
Objective #2 secured by Company D. Coordinates 008540. 
Compaqy A detained a VCS found hiding in a bunker at coordinates 
229489. 
Company D sustained one USMC WIA as a result of stepping into 
a punji trap at coordinates 000532. 
Compaqy C in LZ HAWK and moving to clear area west of the rail
road embankment in the vicinity of village at coordinates 996534~ 
Company C detained one VCS found at ooordinates 996545. Later 
released as an innooent civilian. 
Company A helilift completed. 
Company D detained one vas and wounded. one VC as both were 
discovered in a hole at coordinates 0075270 VC was wOllnded 
by rifle fire as he attempted to flee. va were clothed in green 
shorts and khaki shirts. 

221600H Companies A and B and Alpha Commarrl GrolUp continued attack to 
Regimental Objeotive Ao 

221630H Company D sustained one USMC WIA as a result of stepping into 
a punji trap at coordinates 012528 6 

221845H Companies A, B and Alpha Command Group arrived at Regimental 
Objective A and consolidated positions at coordinates 017548. 

221940H Company A sustained one USMC WIA as a result of stepping into a 
punji trap at coordinates 014541. 

222400H Company positions: Co A 014547, Co B 015547, Co a 016530, Co D 
018531"and H&S Co (.) 014541. 

230400H Company D sustained one USMC WIA at ooordinates 018531 when 
company perimeter reoeived incoming small arms fire. 

230600H Wounded va held by Company D died of wounds~ 
230645H Company A detained one VCS found hiding in hut at coordinates 

011546. 
230800H Alpha Command Group detained one VCS hiding in bunker at coordd.

nates 011547. 
230900H Company A found one, 4 cylinder engine at coordinates 014548 r 

and destroyed same. 
230910H Company D sustained three USMC WIA when anti-porsonnel mine 

waS detonated at ooordinates 021531. 
231200H Companies A'.~;B· andr'Alpha Command Group consolidated positions 

on BLT Objeotive lf6 at coordinates 024553. Companies C and D 
consolidated positions on BLT Objeotive #7 at coordinates 020550. 

231345H Recon platoon destroyed five boats at coordinates 020550. 
231500H Company C found approximately 17 Vietnamese women and five 

children hiding in a village at coordinates 030533, some of 
which were wounded by airrstdkeso The Vietnamese said that 
the VC ran them out of their family bunkers and used them for 
themselves when the air';sti'ike came. ~'he injured requiring 
further medical trentment were medevaced e The refugees re- , 

portw that fiva OiVH!MS had b"fUnoo©r~i~ r 
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27j1r.'iOH 

231710H 

231830H 

Company D patrol wounded d VO F"t coordi l"tes 010529. Upon 
search of the area, found one l::'lccdy cartridge belt and one 
Thompson sub-machine;)un. The pH trol pursued followtng a heavy 
blood trail and rRn into a VC ambush. 60mm Mortar fire support 
was provided, a reaction force was dispatched p and the patrol 
was extracted with no USMC oasualties as the va broke oontaot. 
One va KIA probable • 
Company A sustained one USMCWLA when stepped jnto punji trap 
and steel spike penetrated boot and foot at cooroinates 023551. 
Alpha Command Group found one flag with hammer and sickle on it 
and documents contaiMn{S' names and uniform siz,es of local va 
at cooroinates 02455 10 

231905H Compan,y A sustained two USHC WIll. as a result of pUfiOi trav at 
cooroinates 024552. 

231915H Alpha Command Group detained three women fn area posflerosing 
sewing kits and khaki and green uniform materiol at coordinates 
024551. Upon interrogation, one woman stated that approximately 
300 NVA passedlfest to East past her house 10 days ago. She 
further stated that they carried three rocket launchers so large 
that it required three men to car~ each oneo 

232330H Compan,y A 'listening post received approximately 15 rounds of 
automatio weapons fire resulting in one USMC KIA at ooordinates 
021550. 

232400H Company positions: Co A 024551, Co B 028553 p Co C 0)1534~ Co D 
0325)3, and R&S Co (=) 024552. 

240230H Company A listening post received incoming automatic weapons 
fire at coordinates 021550. Listenil18' post returned fire and 
adjusted 81mm .mortar and I1rtillery"ftre into the area. Area 
searched at first light "'ith negative results. 

240430H Compa~ A listening post observed movement in front of it~ 
position and fired into the area. Received six rounds in 
return at coordinates 022550. 

240620H Company D commenoed movement baok to BLT Objective #3 !Lt coordi~ 
nates 010527 to screen for river crossing of 3d Bn 5th [vjaL'.b '" 

241030H Company D engaged approximately 15 to 20 armed VC wearing enmotl
flage at coordinates 019632. Four VC KIA probable as a result 
of contact. 

241200H Company C detained one vas at coordinates 028537. 
241215H Alpha Oommand Group detained four female VCS at ooordinates 

028537. 
241305H H&S Company (-) sustained one USN WIA as a result of punji trap 

at coordinates 018548. 
241330R Company D detained six female vas carrying (l homeml)ci e stre,.,:v~r 

and a basket of rags at coordinates 023532. 
241432H Recon platoon found a body of M-26 grenade~ one fuze lighter 

and two carbine magazines in a preyer alter at coordinates 025-
5490 Also found a dud M-26 grenade in a punji trap at same 
cooroinates. 

241525H Company A patrol received incoming sniper fire at coordinates 
020550. Searched area and found nothing. 

241615H Company D detained one VCS with gunshot wound in the shoulder 
at coordinates 013521. 

241630H Company D detained one VCS at 
241140H Company A patrol observed 

black clothing at coordinates 
mission into the area. The patrol 
six 5 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 



DECLASSIFIED 

..... IDl. • 
_ , '1!Iix to ten more armed va in the sarre area and called an artillery 

illJW1~[lj$$~Wm~lW lis9ion into the area. The Compa.r\y A patrol then received heavy 
,ge.liber automatic weaTlons fire 1 believed to be .50 oalibeJ:1, and 

-·--------~fired another artillery mission into the area. ~1fle area was 
searched at first light with negative resul te. I 

242050H Company A observed approximat~ly four VC on trail moving West 
at coordinates 020549 and fired an 81mm mortar miGsion. 
Negative results. 

242400H Company positions: Co A 024551, Co B 028553, Co 0 031534, 00 D 
032533, and H&S (-) 024552. 

250845H Alpha Command Group detained two VCS found hiding in roof of 
house at coordinates 024551. One stated that he was a tailor 
for the VO; the other claimed to be an a.ccountant.for an 
economic cadre .. 

251000R Company A destroyed a six cylinder gaSOline engine found at 
coordinates 0255530 

251200H Company D detained three VOS found in huts in village at coordi
nates 037534. 

251505H Company 0 commenced movement to BLT Objective #5 at coordinates 
017536. 

251540H Company A detained one VCS found hiding at coordinates 029549. 
Upon interrogation, the ves claimed he had prior knowledge of 
the ~larine operation in the area. 

251645H Company 11 found various items of clothing, food and medicine 
in homemade pack at coordinates 013548. 

251830H Companies C and D commenoed movement to BLT O'b,jective #2 at 
coordinates 008540. 

252025H Companies A and B, and Alpha Command Group commenced movement 
to BLT Objective /,b2. 

2520;OH Companies C and D arrived at BLT Ob.iective 11=2 and commenced 
consolidating' and preparing to rect:}ive remainder of BLT. 

252325H Companies A and B, and Alpha Comma.nd Group a.rrived at Bl.T 
Objective =/f!2 and consolidated positions with Companies C and D. 

252400H Company positions: Co A 010540, Co B 007538, Co C 007541, Co D 
009543, f.lnrj H&S Co (-) 008540. 

260700H Company 13 on the Line of Departure at coordinates 003534 and 
ready to commenoe attaok. 

260746H Companies A, B and C oommenoed a.ttaok on BLT Objectives 1,8 and 
#9 located at coordinates 998533 and 997544 respectively. 

260aOOH Company C found a pack containing medioal supplies [It coordi
nates 005544. At coordinates 998544, CompaI\Y C sustained rOLIT 

USMC WIA as a result of tripping a booby trapped Chicom grenade. 
260830H BLT Objectives 118 am. ,1"9 were secured. 
260930H Company A detained two ves found at cooxdinates 998533. 
261030H Company B reoeived incoming small arms, automatic weapons and 

60 mmuortar fire at coordinates 990534. Aerial observer spotted 
an estimated VC company in northern portion of BL~(1 Obj ,ctive ,110 
at coordinates 984536 and an air strike was called.. 

261045H Company B fired upon two VO in treeline at coordinates q905~4 
and upon search of the area found two heavy pools of bI cod. 
r.cwo va KIA probable. 

261130H Company D sustained two USMC WIA as a result of incoming mortar 
rounds at coordinates 996534. 

261130H Alphn Command GrouIJ received approximately 20 rounds of incoming 
81mm mortar fire at coordinates 990D~5~3~2~a~nd~~!:~!!~r:;;;~~;;;nn; 
KIA, one USN KIA and nine USMC WIAr 

6 
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mortar rounds at coordinates 9935~4. 
261330H Alpha Command Group dug-up one VO KIA from a fresh grave at 

ooordJ.nate.:l 989534. 
261330H Company 0 found two VC KIA at coordinates 987535 apd one bad~ 

dn.maged K-44 rifle. VC were wearing green shirts ttnd shorts 
and carried grenades on thei~ belts. 

261400H CompanY D destroy~ approximate~ 100 rounds of .50 caliber 
ammunition found at coordinates 988534. 

261420H Company A found one VC KIA confirmed in trenchline at coordi
nates 985530. Also found two packs, BAR magazines and approx
imately 50 rounds of linked .;0 caliber ammunition. 

261530H Company D found one va KIA oonfirmed at ooordinates 985536. 
261620H Company B reoeived a heavy volume of machinegun and automatio 

weapons fire from ooordinates 9735360 Returned fire with small 
arms and artillery aM. oalled for an air strike. At the same 
,time, Comparw A received the same type of incoming fire from 
coordinates 915530 ani called in 'JIlari'tlirs, tlrtillery ct.nd air on 
the area. The area was then swept by Company A and found one 
va KIA confirmed, three paoks and approximately five loaded BAR 
magaZ'ines-. Company A sustained four USMC WIA during the engage
ment. 

261800H Company C sustained three USMC \tIIA as a result of /), booby trapped 
fragmentation grenade at coordinates 981535. 

262400H Compa~ positions: Co A 978534. Co B 977536, Co C 980537, Co D 
982536, and H&S 00(-) 979535. 

270850H Company A destroyed a homemade box-type mine at coordinates 
975531. The mine oontained approximatelY 20 pounds of TNT 
inside of a wood and cement body. Company A also found hiO va 
KIA in a bunker at coordinates 974532. Also found vlere three 
aomeroode pHcks, a 60mm mortar pit with baseplate iml)rini,(l [l1;ilJ 
visible am one 60mm 1Il0rtar round am five empty ,mrmi'otflrs •• 

271130H Oompa,~ E, 2d Battalionp1st Marines attached to :1;.I,',l' 1jJ :lftor 
crossing the Song ~ Lam River at coordinates 986))9. 

271250H Company B found one VC KIA confirmed in a fTl~fJh .o;rl'vc [~ti ooo:cdi
nates 973538. 

271400H Becon platoon found one bottle containine 250,000 unitfJ of 
penicilin at coordinates 978534. 

271800II Oompal\Y pOflitions: Co A 974544, Co B 975545, Co c 971549 uo J) 
969546, CoE-9.76547, H&S Co(-) 969545. 

280700H BL~' 1/3 C-) commenced withOrawal by foot march to :iJlber:t,)iridgc 
nt coordin;;tes 928530, entrucking point for adminio'tiY.'I,tiv0 \!utn:r?
horne hncklo[i,d at Tein Sha Ramp, DANANG. 

281200H Comparw A sustained one USMC KIA and four USI1C 1'11/1 (II: l'Ci'.,:J.t 
of tripping surprise firing devioe at coordiruttes 9))5~). 

281300H BLT 1/3 (-) urrived at entrucking point at Liberty Bri(\"(). 
281715H BLT 1/3 (-) commenceii administrative waterborne backlo;" to 

AHG ~hippinB' from ~ld.en Sha Hamp • CTG 79.4 nnnurnod OpCon of 
BLT 1/3 flO baoklond commenced. 

9. Hesults 
a. EnemY Losses 

10 KIA Confirmed 
7 KIA Probnb18 

28 l>etninoes 
OPCM 
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L~~~l~ 
~ 1 Thomp son sub-machi~gun 
~ 1 SKl::I oarbine (destroyed) 
~.. 1 M-26 grenade 
~ 8 Chic om grenades 
~ 100 rounds of .50 caliber BllIlIlunition 
~ 100 rounds of .30 caliber ammunition 
2Ji 9 BAR magazine a 
~. 1 round of 60mm mortar ammuni ti~n 

___ -'c. Equipment Ca.ptured 
1 1931 type K gasoline engine 
1 GMC 6 cylinder gasoline engine 
1; 4 cylinder gasoline engine 
5 boats {destroyed) 

300 pounds of rice 
4 cartridge belts 
2 ponchos 
7 packs 
1 homemade strectcher 
1, £lag 
a.sorted medical supplies and bandages 
assorted documents 

d. Friendly Losses 
4 KIA 

27WIA 
1,3 WIA(NE) 
o MIA 

e. Friendly Equipment !.Qst or Destroyed 
None 

10. Administrative Matters 

• 

a. Po stalo Mail was delivered to the BLT rear a.board ship, sorted i and 
delivered to t~he field via resupply helioopters. No difficulties were en
countered. 

b. Logistios. Helioopter-delivered resupply was effected daily oommencint 
on D+1 from the US~ DU~UTH. with the exception of Class I, Class II T,ype 119 
and Claas V supplies, which were provided by the L~ established at the 1st 
Marines. No difficulties were encountered. 

c. Treatment of Casualties ani Evacuation. All casualties were evacuated 
by helicopter to the USS OKINAWA. No difficulties were encountered. 

d. Communications. Go~nunications were satisfactory with no difficulties 
encountered. 

11. Cornmandexl;s Analysil3& Opexation SHELBmLLE included three US Marine Corps 
Infantry Battalions (:) and two Republic of Vietnam maneuver elements. It is 

where there were sufficient forces to conduct a tniR_ ~_rM troy of considejed that this was the first operation thaijii Q~~! ! rn involved 

the entire operating areao The close coordinati~lU\\~iW&l!to an opera
tion of this me.gni tude was enjoyed between all me. euverllpporting 
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~i~.~~ITEHF had the opportunity to perfornl both block and maneuver 
~JiIr.u~1Si operation muet be con61der~;d n. success from the view of 

.. Orces and reeul ts. Even though the actual body count wat'J 
low, it is considered that the Viet Cong operat1ngin the Fhu 1W leland Area 
have been dealt a damaging blow. 

A new teohnique was ueed in that during th~ preparation of the LZ and the 
landing of the initial heliborne aseaul t waves the BLT Commander and the HMM 
Commander were airborne in a UH-1E helioopter to observe and influence the action 
as required. By being ai.r.borne the BLT Commander was able to adjut'Jt the LZ prep
aration, with the concurrence of the HMM Commftnder to eneure complete LZ prep
ar'ation, ~'his adjuetment inclqtled ai r strikes on tree linee that were not evident 
on the map and were not being fired on by the fixed wing aircraft preparing the 
LZ. The initial landing eite for the heliborne assault wavee was adj~$ted and 
marked in an area where the aseault waves were least likely to receive fire. As 
the landing progroMed the helicopter lnndine: site was adjustGd nearer to the 
objectivo 8.8 the llJ8i'.'la:Ult troop'ai. sweptJ.th:r.'Plll:a;h rth.Blirri.tiillAl ob.dectiV!~,,:, l 

By being airborne the BLT Commander and the HMM Commander had the lateet 
informl,tion available and complete observation and were able to make timely 
deci5i()nfl rogur<d',iil{l' the employment of their forces. 

~;J~ 
Ao 10 THOMAS 
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