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PAm I ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

PERlOD OOVEBED 

1 - 31 Aug 1.968 

A.. UNIT DESIGNATION 

1... Be ttalion lending Team 2/ 1 
Company E 

Company F 
Co~any G 

2nd Plat (Reinl1 Co E~ 1st Tank En 
3rd Elat (Rein :1 Co As 5th AT Bn 
2nd Plat (Rein 1 Co .8., 1st NT En 
2nd Plat (Rein~~ Co C~ 1st Engr En 
3rd Plat (Rein !1 c.o B. 3rdAmtrac Bn 
1.st Plat (Bein ~Co E~ 1st Becon En 
C & C Plat (.Hein) 9 Co A, 5th Ned Bn 
Det9 1st SP En 

LtColo 1.. Eo WA2S0N 
Lt.o S. R. MATULICH 

1.-7 Aug 1.968 
Capt. J. T •. FRICKER 

8-31 Aug 1,968 
Lt. G. It/. HUMPHREY 
Lt. G. HEA.TL Y 

1=12 AU€ 1-968
0 

Cap t. Ao V.. LATTORE 
13-31 Aug 1968 

Capt. T. P •• E. HOLM 
Capt.. T. A. WIL.LI.ANSON 

1-11 AU€ 1968 
Lt.. J. Ho HALSEY II 

12 Aug 1968 
Capt. Ii.., R.. WELPOTT 

13-31 Aug 1968 
Lt. M. Eo HASTmGS: 
Lt. Do. 10 BB)W 
Lt. Eo T. CHAROONNEAU 
Lt. D. C. PATTERSON 
Lt. M. E. NELSON 
Lt. W. H. MCCLDSKEY 
Lt. (MO) J o M. SEXAUER, USN' 
Lt. 1. J •. STEVENS 

Det9 Hq Bn~ 1st Mar Div 
~et~ HqJ C9~ 7th Mar ° 

Det, LSUp :fur Log Omd 

WO Ii{. P IOKARSKI 

2.. Attached Uni ts 

Btry H9 3rd Bn~ 11th Mar 
lvbriar Etxy, 3m En,o 11th Mar 

1-2. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Sgt. J. 1. KAVANAUGH 
Lt. J. E. MCDANIELS. 

Lt. J. Bo GILL 
Capt. G. Do BERGER 

1-5 Aug 1968 
Lt. C. B. THOMAS JR 

6-31 .Aug 1968 

.. 
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~ersonnel Officer 
Emba.tkation Officer 
Cemmunioatien Officer 
Air Liaison Officer 
Supply Officer 
lYlmtor Transport Officer 
Chaplain 
Medioal Officer 

0" lOCATION 

1. Bill 2/7 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
Maj" E.., Mo. DUNN 
Lt .. J •. M, CAREER 
Lto J~ R, PIPPEN 
Ma~ Jo B.. RUFFINI 

l",25 Aug 1968. 
Maj. _ 1. Jo DESJABDINES 

26~ 31 .Au~( 1968 
Capt" Do Wo ClltU-IBERLAm 

1=7 .Aug 1968 
Ltc Po So MENAGE 

8=31 Aug 1968 
Lt.. .a,. lIARRET,I.E 
Lt.. P. So MEIU GH 
Lt. To To DABNEY 
Cap to P 0 H~ MCKIN~[IS 
Lt. .a, D. :OODSON 
LtG 10 Ao RA YM:>ND 
Lt<) (CRO) Bo WVEJO y~ USN 
Lt. (Me) 1'1, Au N.AP.ONIC ~'USN 

a" 1-16 Aug 19688 Operation S\ifIFT PLAy! ALLEN' BB)OK~ .;;pANG HAM 
PR)VINCE, RVNo. 

b .. 17=21 Aug 1968 8 Operation YlAMELUI{E TIUUST~ \:pANG NAl'1 :ProVINCE, 
RVNo 

c". 22= 24 Aug 1968 s Operation SWIFT PLAy/A1LEN BIDOK, 'PANG NMI 
ProVINCE~ RV1~o. 

d. 25=31 Aug 1968: First Marine DivisiDn.. DANANG RIlN. 

2-,. Detaohments 

a$ 00 H~ BLT 2j7g 111400H~161730H Aug 1968 to 7th Marines 

b.. 00 E~ BLT 2/7: 232130H-2.51500H Aug 1968 to 5th Marines 

c. M!lrtar Btry~ 3/11 g 2321}OR=24l900H Aug 1968 to 5th 14arines 

~ 
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d.. Co Fp BLT 2/1~ 232.130H-281.200H Aug 1968 to 3rd ~.hibian 

Tractor, Bn. 

e.. Co Eg BLT 2/7g 28163QH Aug 1968 to present to 1st &rine 
Division (Southern Sector Defense Command) • 

.. 
t:. Co G, ELT 2/7s 281630R Aug 1968 t~ present to 1st Marine 

.Division (Southem Sector Defense Command). 

I!L -rl' ,.' - ,i;,":t .. . -"-

g.. Co H~ ELT 2/7: 281800H A~ 1968 to present to 3rd Bn, 1 st IV'arines. 

3., A ttacbmen ~ 

None 

Do AVERAGE IDNTHLY STRENGTH 

Offioer Enlisteq" 

1~602 

Officer Enlisted 

8 69 

.. ~ 
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~ARRATIVE SUMMARY 

During the period 1,=24 August 1.968 Bur 2/1 participated. in Operatien 
A11ENBBOOK/MAMELUKE THRUST (see TAB Al" . 

DuritJ.g the peri@d 25""31 August 1968 B1'£ 2/1 was committed to the DANANG 
Tactical !rea of Responsibility.. Gompany.F was he lil if ted to 3m Amphibian 
Tractor Bn on 23 Aug 1968 and the remainder of the Bur was lifteq; to 1st Tank 
Bn"area on 24 and 25 Aug H68. Companies F and H and the- ill:~ Command, Group~ 
under the OI'CON ef 7th Marines, moved to DIA LA FASS (AT939748) on 28 Aug 
1968~ From thereg Company H~ under OPCONof 3m Bny 1st Marines9 was trans= 
ported to Hill #60 (.AT886113)~ where they remaineC: for the remainder of the 
reporting period.. Companies E and G remained un.der OPCON of 1 st &rine Divi­
siIDn and continued to augment 1st Tank Bnos defensive forces~ establishL~g 
company combat bases in the viCinity @f Rill '10 (.il.T955725)o B1T 2/7 also 
provided gDDund forces for CAO :00 Bridge (A11995705) and roy !DAN Bridge (AT 
946700) during the remai.:nder of:. the rapo :ding period" . 

On 19 August "1968 ARG shipping sailed .for Subic .BaY2 Republic of the 
Philippines~' "There fmm 21=29 Aug 1968 a modified rehabilitation and train­
ing program was conducted for that BLT equipment and seme 335 personnel still 
embarked aboard the ARG shippingo While a t ~bic BaY9 all equipment and pers­
onnel aboard the USS VANCOUVER (U>D-2) and USS TIIOMAS'JX)l'l (LSD-2B) were disem­
barked. and reembarked. abeaId the.USS OGDEN (lflJ=5) and. USS l'DNTICEllO (LSD=}5). 
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PARr III SEWENTIAL LI STING OF SIGIUFI CANT EVENTS, 

~ OOMBAT MISSIONS ASSIGNED 

1., For mis:siDns assigned during the period 1=24 Aug 1968 see PARr IV -
Combat After Action Report (Operation SWIFl' PLAfA1LEN BIDOK/l'IAMllP> 
LUKE THRUST).. _ 

2.. During the period 24=31 Aug 1968 Q BLT 2/7 was moved to DANANG, RVN to 
augment the defense of the forces of the Southern Sector Defense 
Command. 

1:~ Operation b"WliT PLAYj ALLEN BroOK - \pANG N.~ ProVINCE, RVN ", .. 010001H-
241200H.Aug; 1968.. Duxing the period n0600H=210800H Aug 1968 the Bur 
forces that· Gonstituted Opexation ALLEN BBOOK consisted of Company H, 
Mortar Btry 3/'H 9 one 81mm Mortar section~ an Engineer unit~ and an 
H&S CampaJmY unit.. This reduction in force was due to the remainder 
of the BLT partie ipa ting in Opem tion !llAMELUKE THRUST .. 

2e Opera tion MAMELUKE THRUST"" QUAlm NAI1 ProVINCE, RVN - 110600H~ 
210900H Aug 1968". 

09 CASUALTIES !NFL! OTED ON THE ENEMY AND WEAPONS CAPTURED 

1" 1=24 Aug 1968 

(see TAB A) --~ 2e 25-31 Aug 1968 

None 

D. OASUALTIES SU§±AII'!ED 

10 ~ 

Officer 

!!! 
2 

, 
lli 

·18 
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Enlisted 

~ 
128 
~ 

21 
~ 

1·59 
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F.. COMMAND BEL..I\.TlON§ 

8.0 0:;1200H BLT 2/7 Chopped to 5th Marines v 
be 111400H Chop Co H9 BLT 2/7? to 7th Ylarines f...-

C e 1617:;OH Assumed OPOON eel H9 BLT 2/1 v 
do 232130R BLT 2/1 Ohopped to CG First Hs.rine Division 
eo 232130H Ohop Co Ev BLT 2/7 and Jlortar Btry~ 5/11s to 5th Marines 
fe 2321)OH Chop Co Fv BLT 2/1 to 3rd Amtrac Bn 
g~ 241900R Assumed OPooN IV1.0rtar Btrys 3/1.1,--
h. 25l'jOOH Assumed OPOON Ce E9 B1T 2/7"'-
~ 281200H Asswned OPOON Co F, ELT 2/7 ~ 
j. 281650H BLT 2/7 Chopped tCll 7th&rines',-
k.. 2B1630H Chop Co E9 BLT 2/7l and Co <*9 BLT 2/7, to aG First Marina-

Division ' 
1$ 281800H Chap Co H, BLT 2/ 7 9 to 3rd Bn9 1 at Marines .. '-

One M~151 ~ @ne Tl).,159 and one l4083 were submi tted to 1st FSR for 
repair during this reporting period" One M-109 remained at 1 st FSR from 
the previous month., Other repair parts for BLT equipment and vehicles 
Ivere obtained by the Logistic SUpport Unit.. 2nd and 3rd echelon main­
tenance was performed by the B~T LSU contact teams" 

Ho lOGISTICS 

1.. The TAQ..>1OG for Opem tion swm FLAY/ALLEN BrooK was aboard the USS 
TRIPOLI (LPH=·10) until 18 Aug 1968 ,.,hen the ship sailed for. Subia 
BaYlI Republic of the PhiLippines,. 

2e August opened with the LSA located at the 27th lo1a.rines Co P. On 9 
Aug 1968$ the 1SA was moved to the 5th Marines C~P" at AN IDAo The 
LSA was subsequently illGved to DlA LA PASS on 28 Aug 1968. 

-;~ -ENCWSURE (1), 
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3.. During the reporting period an inspection was conducted by a 9th 

MAB represenative and included the BLT's logistic, Supply, and 
Embarka tion sta tus. The results of the inspectien . showed an over­
all rating of satisfactory. 

4e On 16 .Aug 1968 a Food Service Section was established at AN BOA, 
and from H~28 Aug 1968, the section prepared two meals per day/ 
200 po rtions per meal f o.r the BLT Rear a t AN WA. In a ddi tion 
one meal of 500 portions per IDeal were served to the troops at 
GO NOI Island, on ~8 and 19 Aug 1968. Howeve.r1 the tactical 
situation precluded delivery of a bot meal after 19 Aug 1968 .. 
At DIA LA PASS, on 30 and 31 Aug 1968 p two meals of 500 portions 
were served. each day to the troops. in tba t areao 

5 .. From 'n9=29 Aug 1968 a modified rehabiUtaticm and training pro­
gram was conducted at Subia BaY3 Republic o:f the Philippines for 
the BLT equipment and personnel still embarked. aboard ARG shipping. 
While at Subia Bay all equipment and personnel aboam the USS VAN­
COUVER (liPD=2) and USS TEOMAS'IDN (LSD-2B) vlere disembarked and re­
embarked aboard the U SS OGDEN (LF~5) and USS 1f1)NTICELIO (LSD-35) .. 
During the rehabilitatjon period1 first~ second t and third echelon 
maintenance was performed on organic veh~cles. 

6 .. sUpply items for the BLT in;..country were obtained from 
tion to which the BLT vas OPOON~, with the exception of 
which were obtained from the Force logistics Command. 
BLT units at Subic Bay were obtained either from Naval 
through Self=Serviceo 

Ie CIVIC ACTION 

tHe 0 rganiza­
Class U items, 
Supplies for the 
Supply Depot or 

No signi:ficant CbJic Action projects were undertaken by the BLT dur­
ing this reporting peri0do. Operations s\-lm PtA y/ ALLEt.~ BroOK and NAME­
LUKE THWST. were conducted in areas ei ther .known to be enemy infested or 
cleared of all friendly ·civilians. This type of operation does not lend 
itself to a program of Civic Action activities nor does it req,uire these 
tJ1Pes of .activitj.es~ 

J. ADMINISTRATION 

1~ Awards 

This organization dubmitted the follo1dng recuilllllendations for BYlama 
during the period covered by this reports; 

.;J. 1-
ENCLOSURE (1) 
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(a)Tih double Amputees recommended for Bronib. 'Stars 

/,"; . 

(b) 8 Gallentry OrGss recommendatiens f:rom OpemtionEAGER 
YANKEEj'HOUsrION rio 

2. Legal and Di~~li~, 

During this pe:riod Non-judicial punishment was awarded in five 
instanceso' There were four Special Court lYlartials awarded and 
three Marines confined during the lllDntho, 

3.. Postal 

4$ 

5 .. 

Mail service during the period improved., However? availability 
of helicopter transportation for mail and designated mail clerks 
was often sporadio during the month. of.Aug .. due to everridil:lgopera­
tiGnal commitments.. There weL'9 two mail deliveries made to the 
BLT personnel at Sabi.c BaY9 Philippine, Islands on 23 and 26 Aug 
1968 respectivelYe 

~ 

There ".,.e,re 113 B&R <;tuotas alloted to the BLT for the month af 
August ... 

Promotions 

Mari to.r.ious promotions by the SLF Commander were 2 Sergeants and 
Z· Oorpomls" Regular promotions .effeoted during the month were 
one to Master Sergeant, one to Staff Sergeantw and18 Corporals, 
1 to Lance CQrpo:ral~ and '-4 to Private First Class. 

6. Pay and Allowance~, 

Pay call was held on 15 .Aug 68 for personnel in the field and on 
16 Aug 68 for personnel at BLT Rear (AN IDA).. Next pay call will 
be held on 3 Sep 69 .. 

Ship B S store pr.ovided ample exchange i temse While in the field~ 
health and comfort items 'iver", available from slU1dry packs distri­
buted nn B re~lar basise 

. ,"4 

.... 
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8.. Personnel Cha~ 

9. 

a~ !£lsses 

Battle 

~ 'Administmtive (Transfe:rs~ 
Ebtations 9 MEDEVACS) 

b. Replacements 

Beligious Services 

a. Divine Servir;;es 

])ate 

4 Aug '1968 
5 Aug '1968 
11 Aug 1966 
12 Aug 1968 
12 Aug 1968 
18 Aug 1968 
25 Aug 1968 

b .. Counseling 

2 18 

7 71 

10 182 

TyPe Service 

USN 
Off-En] 

o 

o 

o 

o 

4 

5 

Total Attendance 

Protestant Service 132 
EDman Catholic Mass 115 
Prntestant Services 115 
Protestant Services 15 
Ibman Catholic I'-BBs 16 
Pro testant Services, 60 
PlDtestant Services 108 

The Battalion Chaplain held 23 i.."ldividual counseling sessions, 
made weekly visits to the hospital facilities9 and processes 18 
American Red Cross Health and Welfare requests. 

L MEDICA~AND DENTAL AFFAIRS 

1. Medical 

During the period 1~18 Aug 1968 the BAS was aboard the USB 
TlUllOLL In addition a forward BAS was established in the field 
on 1 Aug 1968 in order to take care of minor ailments encountered 
in the field and thereby ease the influx of Non Battle Casual ty 
evacuations to the USS TRIPOLIo The mobile field BAS proved -"0 be 
a success a..J.d thus remained with the BLT C .. PCP thI:oughout the report­
ing period.e On 18 Aug 1968 a BAS was established with the BLT Rear 
at AN IDA, when AID shipping sailed for Subic Bay. On 28 Aug this 
BLT was moved frnni AN ROA to Dil LA PASS j where it remained for the 

\. ~frting period.. ~ 

ENOU>SUBE (1) 
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• • -During the period. 1=18 Au.g 1968, the BAS abeard. the USS TRIPOLI 
handled 98 routine siokcall patients and received 58 medical evacua­
tions from the field.. From 18-31 Aug 1968 ~ the BLT Hear BAS handled 
141 I.'0utine s:':okc,sll patiel1.ts.. and 7 combat casual tieso Frem 1-31 Aug 
1968, the field BAS p:.:'Ooessed "135 patients.. Casual ties l1~t evacuated 
to the USS TRIPOLI were taken to either Staticm Hospital, NSA DANANG, 
ar 1st Hoapi tal Companyv DANlLNGo During the reporting period period 
n0 significant medical pmblems "Jere encountered.. 

F.rom 1=18 Aug 6s dental care was provided by USS TRIPOLIo From 
18=;1 Aug 68 dental care was provided by 1st Dental Collq?any-at DAN.ANG$ 

Sanitation aboard the USS TB.IPOLI was handled by the ship's 
I<1edical. Department. Sani.tation in the field was handled by the 
com:pany ~:rp!3Illen~ fiel,d. J3AS and BLT Rear BAs,. No unusual sani to.­
tion problems ,~e:re enoountered.. 

4& MEDCAI:, 

No 1,lEDCAP serlioes vlere rendered during the month of August .. 

Lo Il'lTELLIGEl:WE 

For the period Operation ALLEN BBOOK/J:flAlIiELUKE 'l'HRUST, 1~24 Aug 1968, 
see W A .. · 

During the period 25·~ 51 Aug 1968 BLT 2/1 was CQ:mmi tted in the DAIlfANG 
Area due to in telligence rapo rts of an irilpending enemy oifens iva, One 
c)mpanywaa committecl to 3.rd Amtrac BattalionOs AOA to reinforce and 
act as a blocking forcG. Intelligence xeports indicated that the V 
25th2 and 402nd Sapper En" S \Jere operattng in this area .. 

On 28 Aug 1968 Conpany F and the Alpha Command Group were re­
located at DIA U PASS~ their .mission being to provide security in 
that a:rea. On the night of 30 Aug 1968 two bunkers man..'1ed by Company 
F were attacked and hit. by BPG rooke,tal Low level """Ant reports 
indi0at~i. that th~ atix~ck was oonducted by an 'un.identified -l~A Recon­
naissance platoon of apj.irDxilnatel,y 40 men. This was the only ind.i.ca= 
tion of enemy activi.ty in the DAI LA PASS and. lii.ll 70 area., 

- ENCu) SURE (1) 
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10 Fox the period Operation ALLEN :aroO~MAME1UKE THRUST, 1~24 Aug 
1968 9 see TAB A" 

2e .For the period 25~31 Aug 1968 9 communications were generally good.. 
Despite the wide dispersion of BIll! uni ta in the DaNang area no 
major problems were encOlllltered, in maintaining contact with these 
units.. Due to ini;erference9 t\V'o fxequency changes were necessary, 
one on the TACP local net and the other. on the Company G Tactical 
net. Frequency changes remedied the problem in both case~ 

While operating in the DAI LA PASS area it was necessary to 
remote both the Battalion Tactical Net and the }/1 Tactical Net 
which the BLT \1a6 :moni,toting~ due to hill masses on both sides of 
the BLT CoP" 

No WEAT~ 

Weather. for the reporling period was chara.cteristically hott humid, and 
SunnY9 The weather had no adverse effects on opera tions except tha t 
intense heat and humidity occasionally slowed the speed of movement of 
the troops". 

0 0 FIRE SUPPORT 

.,.~.--

.~::.. .. 

1.. For the period Operation ALLEN BroOKjMA.MELu-lCE THRUSTs 1~24 Aug 
, 1968 ~ see TAB lie 

2.. For the period 25-31 Aug 1969, fire support was adelluate and respon­
sive. 10'7mm Mortar B'lirY9 3/1') continued in direct support of BLT 
2/7. Batte:ry "HII, 3m Bng 11th Marines was in general support rein­
forCing 3rd Bn~' 11th Marinesu 4th Bn~ 11th Manne liegimen:t was pre­
pared to provide reinforcing fires for the BLT if they were neede~ 
Mortar BtrY9 3:rd Bn9 11th M3.rines and ,the BLT 2/7 81nnIl .Mortar Platoon 
supported B~ 2/7 with 6 registration9 15 observed, and 8 unobserved 
fire missions during this period. 30 l:IE9 20 WPi and 53 nl rounds 
were expended for a total of 103 r(HUlds fired. .Battery tlH"~ 3rd. En 
11th Marlnea support for 3rd Bn, 11th M:!.rines consisted of five regis­
trationv 11 observed, and 97 unobserved fire missionsQ 506 REs 1,2 
WI"9 and 4 III rounds ,-rere expended for a total of 522 munds fire~ 
Because of the relatively quiet tactical situation encountered when 
the BLT moved into the DANANG area 9 the Bmu s fire support require­
ments for this penod were minimaL 

ENCLSOURE (1) 
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e--
Po AIR SOPpom 

'li.. Fer the period Operation ALLEN' BBOO~l:lP...MELiJKE THRUST~ 1=24 Aug 
1968~ see TAB A. _ . : 

. , 

2& During the pe:ried 25=31 Aug 1968, no air support was required$ 

1.. BIll! 2/7 provided RVN orientation indoctrinatiDn tmining for 13 
Marine Officers. and 182 enlisted l{ar.ine replacement personnel .... ~': .. 
during the reporting period" 

--ENCIJ.) SURE (1) 
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SUPPo m n'lG DO CUMENTS 

~1.. TAB A CoDi»atAf'ter Action Report (Operation swm PLAy! A.LLEN BR:lOK/ 
~KE THlIDST).. Fjw e.o.!f~ cl/lfdQ -

.• . -. iii 
~~ .... _>;r' 

1-=14 
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HEAD QUARTERS 

&.t·ta.lion Landing Team 2/7 
. F.PO~ San Franeisco v 96602. 

_.~~ .• _,:.-i 
'"" ... ~,. 

3./LCS/ mar 
3~OO, 

25 .Aug 1968 
aero NG~,9039->6e 

Z. En. 7th Marinee 

Co1ll!Jlal1ding Officer 
Log NoO 0 14 9- 68 

Subj:; 

Bef: 

Oormnander Task Group 79&-5 . Copy No. I () 2...,01 

Combat After Action Report (Opera.tion SWIFT PLAVAL1EN B:a50K/~W1ELUKE 
THHfJST) . 

("') C1LG 19 .. 5 Operation Pliln 120A-67 
(b) MAP:;)~ AMs Vietnam 1~ 50 9000 9 Series L7014 Sheets- 6640 It. In, md 

IV9 ,Sheets,6641 n, :UI 

Enel: v'h~. Ope:z;a tiQn Overlay f~~' SWIFJ: PLAY 

1" Operation SWDT PLAyALLEi~ 13IDOK/MAMELUKE THRIJb"T 

2& Da. tes IiUld Loca.tion 

So Op Eilra tion S\</Ib'T P LA ~ ALLEN BIDOKjMAl-lELUKE THBU ST began en 23 Jul 
19§8; <lna was teDllina~eeL ~n Zq.'.!lug 11'00.... . ' . 

(1?O:Pera"Ci~m SWIr''l: ELl\. I COI!Ullenoei4 23v~UOH JUl 69 and enaed. 2416uOH 
). . .' Jul 68Q Operation. S\1IFT PLAY \vas executed unG!.er OPOJN CTG 79.5 

md took place in tl1e. vicini ty of NUl DA '.rHE auG!. Qajacent lIl0unt-

(2.)'For B1T 2/7 Operation A1LEiJ BroOK commenceC1 241600H Jul 6B wLlen 
B1T 2/7 passed Wlder OPCQN or C~nding Ofrieel:, 21th Marine::!" 
After further Qperations inGl1e NUIDATHEaroa, BLT 2/7 sw.ept 
in <i nel;'therly direction through theLNUI DO ani Nul DE DAP I1WWlt­
ains. On 31 July 1908 B1T 2/7 mono. en to GO l'tll IslanQ, where 
the remainder of the Bm~ s participa tic>n in Op~ra tion ALLEN llIDOK . 

", took placeQ .At 0312UOH.Aug 68 OPCON of BLT 2/1 was passed t@ 
Commanding Ofi'icer~ 5th M:lrines~ . 

. (3) For Bill 2/"1 Opex<l1tion MAMELUKE 'l'HHlJS'f c@mmencea. 170600H Aug 68 and 
enaei.210900H Aug 6tJo Tl1e. open tiDn was execu teG!. un<1er OPOON 5th 
},Jarines and took place in the vicinity of Cl:lAU PliONG &me!. AN TAlI, 
southeast of Liberty Briige9 

The missien assigned to BLT 2/7 during Opemtion SWn'T PLA'Y was to con­
duct an runphibiCiluS Ilsslllul t in the AOA to find., fix cmd aestm y Il:nemy 
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forces, and capture Gr destNY enemy fortH'icatilims in the area. ~ 
'tb:e GONOI Island.s (Operation ALLEN BIDOK) BLT 2j1 was given. ·the .at­
iitianal missien Glf.pl.'Oviciing seouritY-£Qr,.engincer.uni.ts conduoting 
land clearing opexatiE>ns on the islanQ;. Oil. Operatlsn 'MAMELUD mlIDST 
BLT 2/ 7 (-) was asaigned the mission o£ establishing & blockiilg position 
from ncm ty AT918497 te AT93851.0 t€> assis.t 2nd ana 3m BattalilJ>ns, 5th 
Marmes captu:ring" or ustroying enemy forces, weapons, positiE>~s~&?:d 
Ina terial in the CMU PHONG (2) village complex. The exact bounc1a."H·«S':::-.,... 
of the 0pJU'll ticm:;were a djuste9- us the op era tioD PNgrcs set. See enclo­
sure (1) .. 

a. SVlIJfT PLAY 230900H - 241-60uH Jul 68 ~ SLF BRliVO lCTG 79 •. 5) abOUN 
U.,S TRIPOLI. 

b. A1LEN BlDOK 241600H .ful - 051200H Aug 69 - 2r(th MAIUNES - 27th MAIUNES 
~T Combat Base (AT98967~)e 

C. ALLEN BIDOK 031200H - 241200H Aug 68- FIFTH MAlllNES - FIFTH MARINE:::i 
BEGT Combat Base '": ~ !;iOA (AT875475). . - . 

d... MAM.EWKE 'rHRlJST 110tooH· ... 210900H A~ - FIFTH EABINES - l!'IF'.rH MAltINlliS 
BEGT. Combat Base - AN BOA (A'lB15475)~ 

4e Task Organiza tien 

, 

BLT 2/7 

t. 

Det, Hq.Bn 9 1st Mar Di.., 
Det, Htt 08 9 7th Ear .. 
Det, :atry li (Bein), }rd Bn, 11th Mur 
Det, Cemm Plat, Hq c., 7th Mar 
Det~ Dmtal Co 9th MAB 
2nd. Plat (Bein~s Ce C,. 1$t Jlhgr Bn 
Det, 150, Fer .wg emd .. 
o & C, Plat~ CG .A, 5th Meal. En, 9th MAB 
Det, Co 0, 1st SP Bn 

. ;.J 

2 .. 

, i 

; 
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LtC8lo c.; Eo MUELLER 
. • 2 3-~9 Jul 11968-
LtC.I. 1. Eo .. WATSON 
... 30 JUl- - 24,Aug 1968 

.. 

Cap t.' T. A. 'vlI11lAM~N 

23 Jul - 11 A~ 1968 
Lt... J;. He HALSEY II 

12 Aug 1968 
Capt.. R. R. WELPOTT 

13-24 Aug 1968 

" 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
e ..... 

Cel E (Bain) 

00 E 
Det, II&S Co 

FAC Tm 
FO Tm, 81mm l-!fo rtar Plat 
NGF spot Tm 

net, Etry H~ (Rein)$ 3rd En, 11th Mar 
Tm, 2nd Plat (Rein) ~ Os 0, 1st Engr En 
II::)T 'lln, Det~ Co C,·1st SP En 

CIi) F. (Rein) 

Co F 
Det, H&S Ce 

FAC Tm 
EO Tm~ 81mm Mo dar Plat 
NGF Spe t . 'I'm. 

Dei;, Etry~H (Rein)~ 3m Enj 11th lYlIar 
Tm~ 2nd Plat. (Rein), Oil) .c~ 1st Engr En 
HST 'I'm., Det, Ce C,( 1 st SI: En 

00 G \B=in) 

00 G 
Det, H&S Co 

FAC Tm 
FO Tm, 81mm Mertnr Plat 

Det, Etry II (Rein), }:rd En, 11th Mar 
Tm 2nd Pat (Rein), 00 C, 1 at Engr En 
li::)T Tm~ 2nd!. Plat, Co .0, .1st SF ,Bn 

Co II CRein) 
.. I 

CQ H 
net, H&5 Co 

o I FO TMs 81mm lYbrtlar Plat 
Det, Btry II (Bain) , 3nl Bn, 11th Mar 
Tm 2nd!. Plat; (BeiIl},:c.e C, 1stEngr En 
Rb~ Tm,2nd :Uat, Ce OJ/1st SF Bn 

,~bjt.{11l;in}g~. ·~rd,Bn8 . .j1~h_.MaX -
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O&.p to J. F. .A..l:JELE 

23~2B ,Jul 1968 
1 stLt. 50. B.. MATULICH 

.29 Jul - O{ Aug 1968 
Capt~ J. T. FRICKER 

8-24 Aug.1968 
" 

1 stLt. G. W. HUMPHREY 

Capt. R. Be 0 'NEILL 
25-29 Jul. 1968 . 

1stLt. G. ~TLY 
.30 Jul - 12 Aug 1968 

Cap to A. V. .LA. TTO BE 
13-24 Aug 1968 

Capt. T. P. E. HOLM 

1stLt. J. B. GILL 
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Kilrtax Btxy Caein). 3rd Bna 11th Mar 1stLt. No S. MOSELEY 
-23 Jul- 1968 

Capt.. G .. Do BERGER 
24 Jul - ; Aug 1968 

1 s,tLt • C. B. THOMaS j14 
. 6-24 Aug 1968 

, 
81 mm . Mllrtai' .P la t -. 2ndLt. D. J. MCMAHON 

2nd Plat~ Co B! 1st Tank Bn 1stLt. Me E. HASTINGS 

3ri>Plat. Co B. 3rd Amtrac Bn 2ndLtlO M. E. NELs)N 

tst Plelt s 00 E. 1st Ilecon Bn 1stLt. 'rio H. MCKl£)SKEY 

2nd. Plat g Co A, l1thMTBn 1stLt. l!:. T. CHARBONNEAU 

Intelligence 

&. Enemy Strength Prior to Opcl'atio14 Prior to commencmg OpeUltion 
SWIFT PLAy! ALLEN BlDOK OI).2)July 19E)9, the most recent intelligence 
incl.ica ted that one U/l NVA Regiment (possibly th@ 141st) wns located 
in Base Area 116.. According to various c~ptured documents the enemy 
intended to attack DUY AJJYEN, JJIEN BAN, HOI .AN IDld forward Marine 
installatiens in the so~them sector of the DaNGUlg Tactical Area o£ 
Respensibili tyo This attack .was to take place between 20 July 1968 
........... mid. August empleying the 38th Regiment, 68th Artilhry Regiment 
(-), D-'1/ TJ..3 En, and U/ I Bn.. Indica tions were that the enemy would. 
escalate his usual Illttacks by fire" Contacts, with enemy units were 
likewise expected to increase in freq~ency and intansity through 
August Iilnd September. 

Prier to taking part in Ope:rotion MAMELUKE THIDST on 17 Aug 1968, 
the most recent int~l1igence reports cGllectetl fmm agent reports 
an®. v!erified by Illerial photography indicated that lat leust two enemy 
battalions were located in the vicinity of CHAU PRONG (2) (vicinity 
AT9349).. One of the &ttalions was identif:i,ed as. a sapper.battalien, 
but or. unknown designa tiona Tho othor Battalion was i4ientifieC1. as 
the R=·20 1:m~ Other indicators af,fime<i thnt at higher contxol head ... 
quarters was also lo~ca1;eci. with -r;he two Battalions" It W2S be1i$ved 
tMt the enemy units had just moved into the i'lrea nnd were using 
eHAU PEONG (2) ·as an assembly point/base area for l'uture attacks 
to the North and mst (4 Ca DalJnng and Hoi An)o 

e 
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bQ Enem stren h Mission an<il. Tactics Duro the 0 eration.. C0ntrary 
to inte~ligencer$ptJj)rts<il.uri.ng ,Operation ,swm ·PLA ALLEN BrooK BLT 
Z/1 hOl.Gl'li ttlGl contact with enemy units in the amphibious Elpemtiens 
area. and. found. no significant signs of an NVA liegiment in Baser: Area 
116.. Enemy uni ts e,n"ountered were sCJ.Uad size or S!Il411er ant lirni ted. 
their activities to either d.elaying type actitms or evasion 01" 1"riendly 
farceSe The onemy mad.e extensive use 01° booby txaps and. mines in an 
a ttempt to bo th d.elay ana. inflict c<ll.sual ties en tho .l:SLTe .tIecause of 
'the enemyO s eViIlsive action and. the resultant light contacts~ no a.hr­
min&tion could be ma<il.e as tG the identification and composition of the 
enemy no r were there MY inftica tions tha t he would launch 0 th;=r than 
harassment type o.ctivi ties against f'rienGlly positiens in the 'amphibi­
ous operatiGns areao 

Contacts during Op~ration 1'W1EWKE THBlJ~ v:@riiied. the intelli­
gence,reports upon which the CHAU PRONG Operatien was baseG..- A oorion 
and.. sweep ef CHAU PHONG (2) area resul tea in .. catcbing Slnestimo;;.teti, two­
enemy ba t:t;alions in the objective areao One 01: thelie ba ttahonli Vlali 
verified~ by a detainee9 as the R-2O mo Once the enemy realized he 
was encircled he attempted to make a hasty, egress from the objective' 
areao In s;o doing~ he was forced to leave behind many of his heavier 
crew served "leapons and caches of arnmuni tion, equipment, documents and 
food stuffs" Discovery of unburied bodies and weapons by the sweep 
force further verified that the enemy had been caught by su.tlJriae.. This 
was verified on the second day by interrogation of detainees. With. 
tho'sweeping force moving north through eMU PRONG (2..) ~ the maJor 
portion €If the enemyfled-tQ the east arid n.6ri;heasts attem.ptj,ng'te break 
BIll!, 2/1 is blOCKing posi tiGn from AT961490 to AT955510". On 17 Aug 1968 
COrripanies F and G engaged two enemy companies. On me following day 
Company E engaged another company size enemy force~ During both of 
these engagements the enemy employed small allllS~ automatic weapons.., 
and B-40 :rockets" The enemy appeared v,ell equiped wearing helmets, 
body amo.r& upper terso, green utilities.. He was armed primarily with 
B~40 rockets and AK~47i Be The enemy encountered were freshQ. His deter­
mined fight to breakthrough the blocking force gave further evidence of 
his mcrale~ tra ining $ and disciplineo 

c" Termin., Ini tially tne terrain encountered in the SHIFT P LA 1/ ALLEN 
BIOOK amphibious operations area consisted Jf steep, rugged hills with 
light secondarY9 130mb growth. Water was .lon-existant in the higher 
hills. Movement was generally unimpeded except by the steep incline 
01" the hills .. 

The majo r portion of Opera tions ALLEN BROOK and. !·IANEIIfKE 'l'Hm~T 
were conducted in generally flat, spa;roely YE!geta ted terrain. interlaced 
wi th dik:es~ rice padd.ieB~ rivers and streams, characteri::;tic of 00 NO! 
Island and the surrounding CGlun try side. Despite the e.x ten si ve wa ter­
ways 1 most of the area ws sui table for wheeled and tracked vehicle use .. 
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do Weather.. The weather had no adverse effect on the operation with 
the exception of the intense heat and humidity which occassionally 
slowed the speed of movement of the t:roops .. 

6.. Mission 

:aur 2/7~ S mission during Opera tion S\HFT PLAV ALl£~ BmOK was to 
conduct an amphibious assault :in the a.Jllphibious. opexations area to find, 
fix, and destmy enemy forces~ and capture or destroy enemy fortifica­
tions . in the area .. 

- On 31 July 1961:1 the mission of the BLT was e..x:panded when it re­
lieved3rd Battalion, 27th Marines in the_ vicinity of Pl:iU LANH, ~:r.ANG 
NAM PIDVIHCE (on GO NOI Island).. At tb.is time the BLT became the sec-
uri ty for a detachment of engineers employing bulldozers and other heavy 
equipment in a land clearin.g operation on GO NOI Islands The previQus 
mission of combat sweep operations con:t:;inued to be carried out in the new 
area by two companies rein.forced~ the remaining companies and attachments 
in support~ providing physioal seauri ty for the land clearance opexation.. 
l'he pUI.pose of this land clea~ca operation 1-laS to deny the use of GO NOI 
Island as a staging area for large enemy uni tso 

On Operation MAMELUKE THRUST, n-21 Aug 1>168, BLT 2/7 (-:) I s mission 
was to establish a blocking position from AT918497 to AT938510_ in an ef­
fort to locate and capture or dest.roy enemy forces, weapons, positions, 
and. rna terisl in the Cl:tAU l;HONG (2) village compJ,ex~ 

7 • Execution 

i , 
i-

a. Concept 

On D-Day (23 July 69) BLT 2/ 1 landed at II-Hour (0900H) in a hel i­
copter bome assault at LZus-;:)HEE'ARD and C.J:iAPMANo Co b'~ Co G, the Alfa 
Command Group, 81Illln Morta.I.<~latoon,-and Xi>rtar Btry, 3/11, landed in LZ 
SHEPARD, "t'lhere a fire base was established with. Co F providing security .. 
Co E and Co II landed in LZ CHAPMAN. Combat sweep eperations were con­
ducted in Search Areas I, IIlI and IIIo .. The BLT generally follo"/ed an 
axis of advance that lead soutlw/'estF. west~ and then wlleeled north to­
wards GO NOI Island.. Company Base camps were progressively established 
along the axis of advance .from. \>lh.ich deep lateral pa t.rol s were conducted 
to seek enemy forces~ base camps and· anns and i'ood caches. 

On 31 July 1968 :aur 2/7 moved on to GO NOI Islana, relieved jrd Bat­
talion9 27th Marines 9 - and established a combat .base in the vicinity or 
PHU LANH (BT030533)" From this oombat base BLT 2/7 pZ'Ovided seouti ty for 
the land clearing operations in the PRO LANH. Area and conducted combat 
sweep opexations~ pat:rols~ and ambu$es~ _ Subsequent BLT combat bases 
were established in tne vicinity of CM-I LA.ll TIIDNlT (1). (BT035550) and 
XUAN DAl (2) (BTO02545)s where the same mission was carned out ... 

6 
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Operation MA.Ml!;1UKE THRU::i~., At 162300R Aug 1968 BLT 2/7 (-), 
censisting of Co F,. G~ R,.,. and, the Alfa Commarld G1.'OUp$' conducted a 
covert nl~lt foot.march to establish blQcking posit:i.ens along the 
stream fmm AT967490 to AT955510 at H minus 60 minutes.. At 1i70600H 
BLT2/7 (~) was in position and prepared to attack or shift position 
Qn Clrder ... ,Frep fires were conducted on the objective area, Ol::lAU POONG 
(2)~ en the following schedule~ H-90 minutes tGl H-45 minutes artillery 
prep, R-45 minutes to H=15 minutes air prep~ H-15 minutes to H-Hour 
air prep "Ii th OS gas.. To the northwest 2nd Ba ttalion$ 5th Marines 
(-) established a blocking posi tion from AT918491 to AT938510o. .l!'rom 
the south at H~Hour (O',OOH) 3m Be 1;talion, . 5th Marines (-) swept .north 
towards the objective, ClIAU PBDN.G (2).. . '" 

bo Significant Events.. The 1"ellowing is a summary of" significant events 
and contacts with the enemyo 

(1.) 

(2) 

261)30H Jul 68=While executing a sweep~ Co G found what appeared 
to be a VC indoc'trination cen1;er wi til a large mess ball and class­
room at A'f989441.. Center could easily hold 60-75 personao 

n1200H~HHuOH .Aug 68=While in plocking poSi tions Co j!' and C@ 
G observed approximately 200 enemy at vicinity of AT948502 wear­
ing helments, bodya.nnor, green utili ties and carrying 13-40 :t'Ock­
ete and AK=4°Ps.. Contact was malle with the enemy unit and~an 
Artillery fire l)lissien:: was~ called ·~as' well as air' strike. -'This'­
ceiltact resulted in, c53-NVAKIA and" He USMC WIA& ' 

, . 
180700n":181630li Aug 6u-\fu:Ue atta@k.illg :D.G1:th in vicinity of, co­
ordinates. lT950505, AT9555059 and AT954508, Co E received heavy 
small arms and automatic weapons fire from a company size enemy 
force near AT9525069 Co E retuxned fire and called an artillery 
mission and air strikeso Besul ts 01" this contact were 6 U::>MC KIA, 
25 USMC WIAEo 12 NVA were killed and one carbine, twQ SKS's, a 
gas mask, and assorted 782 gear and documents capturedo• No other 
Significant contacts were made with the enemy by Bur 2/7 during 
this ope:ration in and around CHAU PHQNG (2).. . . 

. 1 ' 
On 210900R Aug BLT 2/7 (~) withdrew from Operation lIDIELUKE TlllIDST 
and returned to full BLT participation in Operation ALLEN f3IDOK on 
00 NOr Islande At 230830H Aug 1968 the BLT received word to move 
to DAlillfG to supplement the, defenSive perimeter of the DANAl1G Air 
Base. Companies F, G, and H were moved to an LZ at AT967535 for 
helilift that began at 231435IL. Company.F was. lifted, to 3rd Am­
trae En and Company G and H and Alf'a Command Group were lifted to 
1st Tank .Bn area9 On 24 Aug 1968 Company E and -me remaining ele­
ments of H&S Company oomp:tet~d the move to Liberty Bridge with the 
engineeringeq,uipment and then joined the other elements of' the 
BLT at 1st Tank Bn axea on 25 Aug 1968. . 

• 
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At 200130H Aug 1968~ while at 100% alert~ the BLT Bear? at 
AN l3O.A9 recieved fire tmm the barbed wire to its fmnt. 
!l!his barri~r was, about 100 meters fu'Wal.'d of the mest advanced 
pii)si~ion o.f the BLT Bear d.efense network and separated the 
village of PRU DA. (2) (~70478) from ANHOA Combat Base.. FUe 
was :returne' .from the-Bur po si tioriseOn the following day 13th 
ITT personnel confim.ed that 10 enemy had been killed by BLT 2/7 
-asar personnel on the previous night., -

7a 

.----
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
"'lll.':, '10-,,-..... ,-~ 
~.?1' ". >!:~ 

(6) A convoy. of 215 men and. heavy equipment under the command 
of the BLT Executivo OIficer departed vicinity BT002542 at 
(GO !:lOI, Island) 240650H Aug 19680 At vicinity AT990530 an 
1VTE=1 stxuck a box mine. 01" sufficient charge to break the 
left track~ dest:oo y six road wheels and split the hull of the 
vehic190 There were four v/IAE as~a:,resul-t./0rtth1s ,mcide:b.t~~':'·':J~ 
inission,:·wasGbta.:iJled '!'rom;.CQn1st.1ilr- Di?i.to-;strip':Land'~dest!'&:t7 
the vehicle. When this was accomplis:Q,ed and the MEIlEVAC Reli­
copter9 which had had mecnanical failure upon landing, had been 
lifted out of the 1Zt the convoy p:ooceeded on, cutting a new 
road with bulldozers in an effort to bypass other suspected 
mined area and ambush si tesQ The column was subjected.to spe~;" 
die sniper fire throughOut its ~ve to Liberty Bridge (AT925535) 
and was required to r~y'uest air Support .. at PliU IX)NG (2) (AT96'( 
543) in order to 1'orce its way past-enemy C'o-ii.centZ'a:i!ions.. At 
AT94554 t due to a heavy tree line the convoy was forced to re­
WIn to the existant road.. In traveling the last 700 meters to 
Liberty Bridge1 and at and after dusk9 engineers detected and 
destroyed nine mines ranging from a 155lllIil mund to 20 Ib bex 
mines. 

Ce Suppa rting. AEa§, 

(2) 

L_ 

General.. The quality-and quantity of fire support available dur­
ing this period was excellent.. In addi tion to ..I:lLT 2/7' s organiC 
81mm. MJrtar Platoon and 'two attached artillery batteriespfire sup­
port was also available from 2nd Bn1 13th M:lrines, 2nd En, 11th 
YJarines and aircra1't~ 

Artiller~ Artillery support consisted. 01' 180 observed !'ire mi~­
sions 9 1 ~ ~73 unobserved missions y ani 182 registration missions .. 
A total of 11& '(32 HE~ 199 WI> and ,50 nl rounds \-Iere expended i'or 
a total at: 13~081 :roqnds !i:r;~d.. H&I fires were delivered. on areas 
01' lal,own enemy activity and in response to intelligence informa­
tion passed f:OOIil higher echelonso Firing units were c;:ooperati ve 
and highly responsive.. 

Naval Guni'ireo Naval gunfire was not employed during Operation 
SWIb'T PLA"qALLEN BIDOK/NAMELUKE THBUST because the amphibious 
opemthms area was Qut of range. of Naval Gunfire ships .. 

Air Support 

(ae) CASo lluring the period 23-31 July 1969 20 Close Air Support 
missions were flown in support .of BLT 2/7. .J!'rom 1-24 Aug 1968, 
excluding the period 16-22 Aug, BLT.2/'1 received 27 flights of 
l'ixed wing in direct supportg 14.flights 01' A-4Es, eleven 
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flights of F=4ils, and two flights 01' air force aircraft were 
controlled... 708 500 Ib bombs, 133 500 Ib napalm bombs, 378 
Zuni .rockets~ and approximately 6~OOO :rounds 01· 20mm aIllll1lllli­
tion were eXpended in support of the BLT. During the period 
that the Battalion participated in Operation lIJAMELUKl!: 'rHRUST, 
16--22 Aug 1966, i 1; was supported by 24 nights of j;·ixed wing 
aircraft consisting of 16 flights of F-4ils and eignt flights 
of A-4Eso 144 500 Ib bombs~ 144 500 lb naplam bombs~ over 
4ti0 Zuni rockets, ana. over 4 ~ 000 rounds of 20mm ammunition 
were delivereu by tileseaircrafto These aircraf"t accounted 
for at least 37 NVA killed" 

'fPQ;::10°a., No 'l!I?Q->10us were u.tilized due to proximity 01· tar-
gets to friendly forces~ 

Flaresnips~ ~'lareship support was pmvided in two instances 
by VMGB=152 aircraft on stati0:n., Tllese aircraft previded ex­
cellent illumination which enabled.gmund units in one case to 
be safely extracted from a landing zone on the night ot" 23 August. 

(d) ~ BLT 2/1 had the services of .ADs in 0-1Gs OV-lO and UH-1E 
aircrafto Although their primary function l-laS observation, many .. 

(e) 

artillery and Close Air Support missions were coordinated by 
. these airorafto ' 

Medevacs.. Durin~ the reporting period ENMs164~ 165, and 265 
provided helicopters for medevacs" For. the period, 23 July 
17 Aug 1963 BLT 2/7 primarily utilized helicopters provided by 
OTG 79 .. 5 (HMM.265) from aboard the USS 'l'RIPOLL On twc_pa'rticular 
occasions.the BLT.was forced to rely solely on in-country sources 
,for heliCopter. supporto '1llese two occasions were l'mm 272125H-
29HOOH July 1968 and f:rom 300700H-310830H July 1966 when liMM 265 
was forced to ground all its aircraft because 0 f" fuel problems. 
F:rom 18=24 Aug 1968 the BLT was again forced to rely solely on 
i:rl,=cGuntry sources for h.elioopter support as a result of" the 
movement of ARG shipping to Subia Bay, Republic of the P'hilippineso 
Overall response to medical evacuation requests was goedo During 
participatign in Operation 1'iAMELUKE THlID~T, 16-22 Aug 1968; heli­
copter support was exceptional. . 

do logistics 

(1) For Operations SWIFT PLA VALLEN BIDOK/NA¥!i5LUKE THIDST, the TAC-WG 
was established aboard. the U~~ TBlPOLI (LPH-10)o. 

(2) The LSA was es:tablished aboard th~ US~ TWOLI' (LPli-10) on D-Day 
23 Ju.ly 1968~ and then was meved ashore to 27th Marines C.P" on 
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25 July 19689 From 25 July - 8 Aug 1968 the LSA was l@cated at 27th 
Marineus q" Po ,On 9 .Aug 1968 -the LSA 'WaS moved to 5th !brine's CoPo 
at AN'R)A9 where it remained until the end of the operation on 24:Aug 
'196a.;~he enly significant problem encountered. by theLSA Glccured 
during the petilild 3=9 Aug 1968 when the LSA was 10cated at the 27th 
lMarine 9 a GaPe after the BLT had passed tmthe OPCX>.N of 5th M3.nne t s. 
~e pl.'8blem'was p;d.ncj~pa:Uy o;f cemmunicatifi)ns and could have beeIL 
avoided had thaLSA had been moved te the 5th Marine! So Collo ,at .AN HOA 
at the same time that the BLT OPOON was cb$pped to 5th Marine 9 s,: on' 
3 Aug 1968.. Through€lut the Glperations supplies were requested tllrQugh 
Helicopter Support Teams 9 which were attached to each of the major 
un:i. ts in the i'ield~ and filled by the L,B.A.. Total resupply weight for 
period 23 July = 24 Aug 1968 was 7579983 pmmds..' , 

HMM 164~ 165~ and 265 pr!jlvided heliGopters fer resupply during the 
opera tionsg 

!CheLS! was the primarysll)UI:'©e of all classes of resupplies and ne 
problems were encGlUl1l:tered in fUrnishing the needed supplies with the 
ocoasional exception ef olass II suppli eS9 When the LSA was moved,~from 
21th 2i:.rineo s COpQ '00 5th )brineO s CQP O 9n9 Aug 1968 v there was a 
liJDi ted anwunt '(jfclass ;r:1 .resupplies available due te the remete lCiilcs­
tun @£ AN HOA as a Stockage Issue Point.. AN HOA Class 1:1 supplies had 
te be brought fmm F"r©e 1@Jgisti~s Gemmand tr" the LSA bya ~nvoy which 
usually arrlvedevery two~ dayso On 11 Aug 1968 ~ eeSupplySElction 
came aShGN and established the .LSA.. at AN W~ ApproxiI!lStelya 15 day 
stt)ck raf Class II9 Type I i temsw~ra brOught inoTbis s0mewhat allev-
iateci the Class II supply problem.. -

Items requiri~ 2n.d~ 3rd~ and 4th eooelon, maintenance were repaired by 
Centact Teams .from the BliK!us Logistic Suppert lJni t.. Items requiting 
detailed 4th aQhelon and.5th eCJheliln maintenanoe were sentte FSR fer 
repair., Fmm 18=24 Aug 1968 some equipment repair and maintenance w_" 
the field was bindered du~ to the ~rlage ofLSU Cl!)ntact Teamso' This 
was a result af a significant portion elf the BLTO sLogistic Suppert 
lJni t haVing sailed f@r Suhi© BaY9 Republic ai', theJ?hilippinesg with 
'Am shippin89" t~ prli)'ride tor a modified rebabili tat ion -program fer the 
BLTeq,uipment still embarked abl!)ard that shipping.. ' 

fransp!lrtatdQln for theLSA li)peration at 21th &:d.ne O s OoPo and 5th 
Hartne U III CgPO wae prnided by the :am TruckPlatGQn., While at 27th 
Marine g S CoPe water was hauled. tmm-2 water point near ,DaBang9 RVN, 
while at 5th lihrineOsCoPo water was hauled frem a water pCilint at AN 
OO~ , 

-
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• 
. & CeIDmunioati{i)nsp During the ope~-ation~ Communications were generally 

geeda At times the l~wer frequencies used were affected by fading 
andj or interference.. \tlhen this occurred higher unused frequencies had 
te be seleoted from the current 001 in order to maintain effective 
communica tions wi thin the BUCe on several occasions Vietnamese broad­
cast stations caused bl.'Oad=band interference in the 3~45 mc regio14 
These interference p:rablems could probably have been aVq)ided by a more 
discerning distribution of frequencies w the BLT prior to its entering 
the amphibious operations ar~ 

~e B.C=292 antenna was used extensively throughout the operationg 

espeoiallyat the BLT CoPe 9 and ~!as a leg to successfu:l. ,communications 
throughout the AO&, Du:ri.ng the move of the final ConvGY from GO NO! 
Island on 24-25 August a field expedient was used in oonjunction with 

'the RC 29~ As commun.ications with 5th MarlneU s (at AN HOA) using the 
wl:lip: amtenna. ba~ prwed unsatiS£aatory '.from· GONQI Islan!i~ - the BmBad.io 
Chiet:meunted an' RO 292 antenna on a pol.e appr6Xima tely seven teet bigh 
and lashed the assembly to the vehiole antenna mount"Communioations 
with 5th M3.r:lneO s were SUflerb throughout the'convoy8 s move.. Operating 
uni ts generally relied on the whip antennatbroughout the operations. 

Oipher transmi asians were accomplished using a pB,C,. 77 Ji) KY= 38 
oombinatien en t~ora:ry loSll!. to the Bur from 5th HarineD s. ,Communica­
tions wi th these two smalls portable l.Uli ts was excellent.. Both uni ts 
would make a valuab 1e asset to the communica tiona T/ E of the BLT. Back­
up cipher capability was provided by one MliCb109,KY=8dombinati~n. 

.Because of the length of the .pelBtUri.~ and dispersion ot uni ts,­
some difficulty was experienced in conducting preventive maintenanoe . 
and technical inspection for the PRG=25 :radioso . ~iB resulted in re­
duced field lire and use of somePRO=25 radios. Our effort to elimi~ 
nate this p:t"liblem was to o°1'loat" radieSlg i .. eo ~ make a one'tor one 
exohange with units in the fields this effort met with limited success 
as it was tied to the availability of transportation to uni·ts in contact, 
and a small number Gt radios with which to make an exchangeo 

8.. Results 

A. Friendly 

(1~) USMC Qasual ties 

(a.) Enlisted 

KIA 21 
WIA Ho 
WIANE 8 2~ 
neE ~59 

__ --.ro. . 
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B .. 

(2) 

(3) 

• 
(b) Offioer 

KIA 
WH. 
WIANE ~ 

NBCE 

Ufti Casual ties 

(a) Enlisted 

KIA 
WIll. 
WIANE 
NBCE 

(b) Officer 

Equipruen t Damge 

(a) 1 LVTE 

DECLASSIFIED 

2:-
8 
3 
3 

o 
5 
1 
6 

None 

• 

Damaged by land mine and des­
t~yed by BLT due to mechanical 
iria.bili ty tcil move it or provide 
adequate security in a prevailing 
hostile envixonment. 

(b) 2 I'Ieohanical M.lle s One Mule with transmission and 
rear end da~ge and another Mule 
with broken steering column. 

Enemy 

(1) 

(2) 

... ,.' .. 

Personnel 

(8j NVAKIA 81 
(b VO KIA 39 «} Detainees 32 
(d) Chieu Hoi 0 

~leapons Captured 

(a) (1) M-1Rifle 
(b) ( 1) AK=47 

SKSus (Ol 
~~ .. . 1;j 14=1. Carbine 

(1 1'1-2 carbine 

•• ->,": .~. ';:;-, ·~·"'::~:L4":;:::~i';;·~ 

.. "'·"i 'c" t 
, . .';:'0 . i 

' ... -.. " .......... "-4. 
-------------------
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• 
(3) Grenades and F.l:ines Captured/Destroyed 

150 lb Box M.i.~e 
40 lb Box Mines 
3 lb Bex Mines 
Chi Com Grenades 
Satchel Cberges 

c ( 1 122 Beoket Head 

• 

(4) AInmuni tili)n Captured (by' rounds) 

(aj1200 SK$ rounds 

lb (3l122 lOoket MJtors 

d (1 Box of 100 rounds of 50 cal ammunition 

/ 

(e) (6 82mm Noxtax fuse assemblies 

(5) MiscellaI;leous Eq,uipment Captured 

(a) (1) Chi COm Badio 
(b) (30) gal of Sal ted Fish 
(c 69800lbs africe 
(d 625 Ibs of potatoes 
( e 100 lb s pf peanuts:.; 
(£ 100 lbs of com 
(g ,Miscellaneous medical geax 
(h Miscellaneous 782 gear 

90 Commander!s Analysis 

The combat sweep :in Base Area 116, wbi ch began Op era tien SWIFT P LA V ALLEN 
BrooKs and subsequent sweeps were largely UIlpl.'Oductive :in terms .of enemyldlled 
and war materials dest:ro~d.. ,N!£Ineth~less;;, this was a valid empleyment 9£ the 
B.LTe Company sized sweeps £Qrced the movement of enemy units in the area, as 
evidenced by rice caches and small camps uncovered as well as rear action sniping 
directed at BLT uni tee 

The subseq,uent emp"loyment of the BLT on GO NOI Island, as the seourity foroe 
for an engineer detaohment conducting., land olearing operations, was not in keep­
ing with existing ooqtrines- of emplo;ving the SLF. The general tactic used was 
til) maintain a perimeter arOlmd the area to becleared p using two rifle companies, 
supporting units from H&S Company and the 107mm Mortar Battery providing general 
Sllpport from firimg positions within the perimetere The renaining two rifle 
~~mpanies. conduoted sweep operations during the day, sat ambushes and conducted 
"'ibttensi ve pat~lling a.t night;~ outside of the BL~ . defensive _perimeter. .T.ti1s; 
tactic proved successful as no enemy units of signific!:1:a~ size were able' to mass 
and ha,:t'ass~ orUsrupt the land cleaxance actin ties • 

;; 

....... e 
~\mt~J~~~~~~~\D) 
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• e .. 
Participatien in Operation MAMEL~lJKE THRUST provided the BLT its first 

opportuni tyv during the m.enth ef.Au:g\.ts.t, 'te come face tb faee, in armed 
comba t ~ wi th a large enemy uni to .A..t 162 300H Aug 1969 Oampan,iea; B, ;..F:,ani1 G 
wi th the Alpha Cemmand Group cll>mmenced a night march: from vic ATO01543 tn. 
GO NOI Island to a blocking pesitien east of theCAI"':KHE liiver at coerdinates 
AT958500" Contact with a large enemy force on the'morning of 11' Aug 1968 
preved the intelligenoe information upon whioh this opemtion was im tiated; 
to be correct in,detail; ,,~e three battal.ion a,ttackin the objective area 
p Nvedhighly successful both in terms of enemy killed and foed and ams 
caches discovered.. Results of this actiQn pxoved the valUe efa swift reac­
tan :to reliable intelligence informati0n and that an undetected,mul ti­
Bat.talion night movement is pessible en very short netice9 

In summarY9 no new, lessons were learned ner were any new tactics developed 
as a result of' the BLTa s participation in Operatien SWIFT FLAy! ALLEN BROOK 
and MAMELUKE mliUST.. " 
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TOP OF MOUNTAIN CCHPLETELY BALD 

502 

N 

i 
s 

' .. ',' 
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• LEDGENT· 

. Wil//lillllll TRENCHLINE 
..... BUNKERS· 

. CAVES' . 

BUNKERS WRE APPROXIMATELLY 
SIZE 4° LONG 

4° DEEP 
·2°=3~. WIDE 

TO SCALE . 

J 
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