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1s atmllon luncu_nfr Team 2/ 7

~ Interim Commanding Officer appointed -

by Commonding Officer; Tth Morines

AConrpany E

Company F

Company G
Company H
H&S Co (~) (Rein)

.34 Plat (Rein), Co 4, 5th 4T Bn
" 2rd Plat (Rein), Co r, 1st MT Bn
. 2nd Flat é_Reing, Co C, 1st Engr Bn
3rd Plat (Rein), Co B, 3rd Amtrac Bn
“1st Plat (BRein), Co E, 1st Recon Bn
C & CPlat (Rein), Co 4, 5th lMed Bn.
Det, 1st 5P Bn
-Det, Hq Bn, 1st M Div
Det, Hq o, 7th Mor
. Det, 18U, For ILog Cmd

‘ond-Plat (Reini, Co B, 1st Tank Bn

2e Attached Units

" Biry H, 3xd& Bn, 1th Mar
I"D.E'tcl Btry, 3rd Brny; 11th Mar

DECLASSIFIED

T UPART I o
PEATOD COVERED- ! 1SLON OF KISTORY AND MUSEL.,
: HEADQUARTZUS, U, S, MARLNG CORCS
1-30 Sep 1,968 S ’v.n.‘:xl.a.., CQ‘“;,
L  WASHINGTON, D. C.. 20380
b DEZE DESIGHATIGN

A —
ItCol, L. E. WaTSON
“1-19 Sep 1968
LtCol, C. F. BUNNELL JR,
20-23 Sep 1968 .
LtCole N L. HBELSON
24-~30 Sep 1968
Capt, J. T. FRIDKER
b43 Sep. 1968
It, R, S, HENaGH
20-22 Sep 1968
Capte J. T. FRICKER
23~30 Sep 1968 -
Lt, G. W, HUMPHREY
1-19 Sep 1968
Copte R R. WELPOTT
20-30 Sep 1968 . A
Capte 4 V. L&TORRE JR
Capts T P, Z. HOLM ~ -
Capt, R. R. WELPOTIT'
1=19 Sep 1968
Lt, J. H. ZaLSEY IT
20-30 Sep 1968
. M B, HaSTINGS
It, D. L. BROWN
Lt, B, T, CHARBONNEAU
Lt. D. G. PATLERSON
Lt, M, E, KELSON
Lt, W. H, MCCLOSKEY
Lt, (MC) D. N, SMITE USN
Lt, L J. STEVENS
CWO 2 W, PICKARSKT
Sgte Jo Is KAVANAUGH
It. J. E. MCDANIEIS

Capt, J. J. JAMES
Lt, ¢, E, THOMaS JR.
1-14 Sep 1968
Capte J. P. RIORDAN
15-30 Sep 1968
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b | SRS, Ue S. MARIMG CORPS  ny s
B, STLFF QFFIcmg-‘&SHINGTON, D. C. 20380 | MCMSSEFEEB
X0 - Maj. L J. DES JiRDINES.
S-1 Lt, J. M. CARTER
S5-2 Lt, J. R, PIFFEN
S-3 Mij. E., M DUNN
8-4 Lt, P, S. MENAGH
1-6 Sep 1968
Lt To ILUKuWECZ
7-30 Sep 1968 -
S-5 Lt, C. J. HiSDOVIC
1-24 Sep 1968
Bersonnel Officer it, R, HARHEELIE
Embarkation Qfficer Lt, E. E. DELG4ADO
Communication Officer Lt, T. T, DaBNEY
Air Liaison Officer Capts Ra H. MCKINKIS
1-6 Sep 1968
Capte Ju J. JAID
?—50» Sep 1968
Forward Air Controller Lt, W, L, WRASSE'II
Supply Officer It, R. W DODSON
1-17 Sep 1968
P It, W, L SMITH III
: - 18-30 Sép 1968
- Mo tor Transport Officer Lte L, 4e RAYMIND
Chaplain Lt, (CHC) B. ICVEJOY, USN
Medical Officer Lt., (M0) M. R, N.POWIC, USN
1~-14 Sep 1968
It, J. D, REED, USN
1530 Sep 1968
Co  IOCATION
1. BIT 2/7
de 1=14 Sep 1968: Dai In Pass, Danang; EVN
by 15-22 Sep 1968s Qperation in DODGE CILY irea, JUANG
MAM PROVINCE, RVN ' .
Ca 23-30 Sep 1968: Dai Ia Pass, Dangng, RVN
2 Detuchments .. Co ;\
a»  Go B, BIT 2/7 281630H Aug to 099200H. Sep 1968 to. 1st
Yarine Division (Southern Sector Defense Commard)s -
b, Co F, BIT 2/7 281800H9\t0 081200H Sep 1968 to st Murine
r 9 Division (Southern Sector Defense Command ),
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Ce. Co G, BIT 2/7 281630H iug to 0712003 Sep 1968~ to w;
Marine Division (Southern Sector Defense Conmrhd) 5
&. Oo Hy BIT 2/7 281800H Avg to 120000E Sep 1968 o
jxd Bn, F:_rst M*rmes.
De Attaohments :
Nore T '
D, AVERACE MONTHLY S:RENGIH
- USMC - sy
-~ Officer-Bnlisted . . Officer Enlisted
59 1467 4 63
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. ‘ K Uﬁﬂmgggg’:fﬂplvlsm CF RISTOQY ANngS”'
= S - HEADQUARTEKS, U, S. MARISS CORpS
- PART II . LERATIVEWASKINGYON, D, C. 90380

During the poriod 1-11 Scptember 1968 BLP 2/7 was comuitted to
operations in the Danang arca. The AXf]l Commard Group, along with
Company "F" was undcr OPCON of T7th Mirines, The BIT command post
was cstablishod at Dai o Pass (4T939748). Company."E" and Company
"G!" were under OFCON of the st korine Division from 1-9 Scptimber.
These two compamnics were given the mission of augmenting the defenses
within the Southorn Scctor Defense Commnnd, Company combat basoes were
established in the vicinity of Hill #70 (AT955725) and aggresive day ’
and night patrols were conducted to find amd destroy enemy forces,

4t 101245 Scptomber apEg3d2 Wirccker, belonging to the BIDL, hit
a 50 1b box miné in the vicinity (47900722) destroying the wrecker _
and wounding the driver ard assistont driver, ™ The wounded were mede- |
vaced, one to the USS SuNCTUARY and onoc to 18t Loapital Oompany.

Corpany "H" was under OPCON-of the %rd Battalion, tat Marincs.
until 120800E Scptember and was cstablished at Hill #60 (4T886773)s
Battery “"H", 3rd Battalion, 11th Mirines was cstablished on Hill
#60 (4T88673) from 1-18 Scptember and provided direct artillery sup-
port to the BLT, DMortar Battery, 3rd Battalion, Eleventh Mirincs was
established from 1-12 Sgptember in the HOA CaM Training Center (AT
985727) providing direct artillery support to the BLT. T

-_— At O7T1200H September Company "F" came under OPCON of the 1at
Marine Division and was moved to Hill #70 €11T955725g where it rotated

-— with Company "G" who moved to Dai In Pass (4T939748). Company "&"
and Company "F" camc under OPCON of the BLT at 091200H Sepiember,
Company "E®t moving to Dai Ie Pass (4T939748) replacing Company "G"
vwho moved to Hill #22 (iT903718)s 4t 120800H Scptember Company '"HY
returncd to OPCON of the. BIT and moved to Dai la Pass, Company "B
moved to Hill #60 (AT886773)s 4Also at 121600H Scptember lbrtar.
Battery, 3rd Battalion, Bleventh Mirines moved from THOA CAM Irain-
ing Cuariter (AT98572,7)=to [ill #22 (4T903718)s The activity of the
cntire DI curing the period from 1-11 September can best be described
os one of providing cugmuntation to the difcnses of the Danang Vital
Lrea, During the perisd 12-17 Scptomber BLT 2/7 was assigned a TAOR
(sce T4B C). . ‘ : ' ' oo

it 1312400 September first platoon, Company "F", whilc on a swecep,

made contact ot coordinates (jiT87073,5).. in estimnted four to fiwve
cnemy fir.d smanll arms and o B=40 rocket at mombers of Company "FO
resulting in five USMC WEA, First Platoon roguested an 84mm Moxtor
mission and then swept the arca and found fighting holes, trenches
and. bunkers ard uncoverced one ChiCom 60mm Mortar, 12x60mm rounds,
% ChiCom grenades, one cantoen, one radio antenmae, and assorted
individusl combat gear, .

ENCIOSURE (1)
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’ ) DIVISIOW OF m1#TosY amDd MUSLUNLD,

On the aftefnoon oHEM Beptombdr Tth Marinte!Sradedt 3ne nir Gy«
to be prepared to provide Leompany withi ne hour period as a Bald N—
Eagle to ‘lg-E.-.into the Dg@ﬂ%§8@f@? ¥ 95‘6%§§5 assist Company "IM
37 then Héavily cngaged with an encmy unite On the cvening of 14
Scptomber” the Commanding Officer of the BIT and the S~3 Officer were
sugmoned to leddquarters, Tth Marines where a verbal order was given
requesting that two companies and a command group proceed to the vicinity
of codrdinates (4T985570) by helicopter oh the morming of 15 September
to assist Zed Bn, . Tth Marines, On 18 Scptember Company "B" anl Company s
"G" were inserted into the Dodge City Area, BIT recr staying at Dai Ia
Pass (AT939748). R - | .

Un 23 September the entire BIT had rcéturned to Dai Ia Pass '

(47939748 ) oni was not given an area of responsibility, Instcad, the

BIT was oxdered to be preparcd to defeng any part of thcDamng TAOR

from cnemy attack or to cowunter-attack against strong enemy forces as
réquired, The BIT formulated a seridd of 24 somrate blocking and counter-
attack plans for proboble ardas that the encmy would chose a8 an avemi@

of approach to the Danang vital area, TheSe plans included tank-infantry
défense, renction to crifical dreas on foot, By vchicle, or by helicopter.
A% 230700L September, after Ist Battalion, 26th Marines and lst Battalion
Tth Marincs had been informed, Second Platoon (Bein) of Company “G"

ues helilifted to Hill #3524 (4T883742) wherce it maintained ay OB until

29 Scptember (Sce TaAB B). The rcmaindel of the battalion set up a* training
program 9 include,nll milijitary subjectss Organic wecpons of the BIT

were fired for familiarization and t2 make technical analysis of their B
condition for cmployment in combat, 4Also, one day was alloted to each
company £or a unit party at Rad Beach., At 26175411 September Company "E"™ Gy
anl Company '"M" were transported in Rough Rider Comvoy of 12 M35 trucks. to
Iill #55 (LT967616) ond on 27 Scptenber both companies participated ina
one day sweep of the arca immediately Around IHill #55 (AT967616) to enswre
sgeurity for the visit of the President of the Bepublic of Vietrnam to Hill
#557 (4196 7616) 2712101 Septomber. Company "H™ spotted 3 NVA heading in a
southwesterly direction, cstablished a Hasty ambush, and killed ong KVA
and capturcd one pair of binocularse &t 261530H Scptember an M35 truck
belonging 5 thé BLT hit a 50 1b b3% mine in the vicinity of (£T898720)
destroying the truck and wourding the driver and assistant driver, The
wounded werc medevaced by Company "C", lst Dattalion 7¥h Marines, A,
reaction force including a wpéckef, an ciginedr sweep team, amd two

Squads from Comgpny "F" departed to retrieve the truck; however, the

truck was too badly damged to be retrieved before dark on 26 Scptember,
The reoction force returned on the morning of 27 September and pulied the
vehicle back to Dai ILe Pass, - o

Cn the evening of 28 Scptember the Battalion defehses werc doubled and
Corpany "G" was sot up as a Teaction firée as a result of an intelligence
repoxt from 7th Mhrincs indicating thiat the 3rd Bny 31st WA Regiment
would attack Dai Ia Pass area, No contact developed with the cnemy on
that night,

LT 300500 September BLIT 2/ 7 commenced operation TALIEDEGA CANYON when
Compary “E" vas helilifted +o 111 #502 (AT856663). However, landing was
impossible because the landing zone was in, the center of a large, wedl P
Portifiecd arca and the helicopters reccived heavy resistance when they
triecd to land., The heoliconters returned and the landing of troops was
sct MQ day.while Ilandifg Zonme Bagle underwent a much more intense

artil nd air bombardment,

X )
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Te Dx.r:r.ng the penod. f:r:Om 1-14 September 1968 BLT 2/7 was
given the following mission: To deploy forces throughout the
assigned Tactical Area of Responsibility, %o provide defense of
the Danang Vital Aréa with emphasis on routes of approach to ~
possiblé rocket/mortar positions o inGlude watervways, to locate
and destroy enemy forceS, and installations within the Tactical

Ares of ReSponsibility, to locate and interdict infiltration
routes into Tactical Area of Responsibility, and to conduct
surveillance and reconnaissance within the TaCthol Area of
Responsibility, (See Tab )

2% During the i)eriod from 15-22 September BIT 2/7 took part
in an operation in'the Dodge City Area, The mission was to find,
fix“and destroy all enemy forces, materials, and fortifications
in the arca.

3e During the period from 23-29 September the BLT was given
the mission of being prepared to block Dai Ia Pass and Engineer.
Pass, oxr establish a blocking force in the vicinity of (aT9379)
with one battalion, Also, the battalion had to be prepared to
conduct counter attacks in the Damang Aren.

4o Cn 30 September the BLT began Operation Talledega Canyon
in the Sherwood Forest arca to.the southwest of Danang, Its mission
uas to move into the Area of Operation, and canduct a deliberate
sweep and search of Sherwood Forest to capture or destroy all
enemy forces, material, fortifications and caches,

B. SIGNIFICANT OPERATIONS CONDUCIED

Te Operatlon in Dodve Cﬂy Area, Quang Nam Prov:mce, RV,
150800E= 221 5301-1. ]

2¢ Opecration ’l‘alledega Canyon, @iang Nam Province, RVN,
300900H,

6, CASUALTIES INFLICLED OoN LHE hl\EMY AND WEAPOND GAPTURED

1e PH‘RSOM\EL
e NVA KIa 69
b.. VC KTa 14
C. Detainees 25 'R

dy Chicu Hoi O \

WEAPONS CAPTURED.

ae One 60mm Mortar - ' ' o ‘
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One 1891/30 sniper rifle w/scope

Two aKed 7

EITRACTED/HEPRODUCED FRON RICORDS oy

 HEADQUA: UTERS,

Iw firecracker;pressure typ

Five Chi Conm grenades

mmGTQN, D. C,

F-

| am—

S. NARINZ CORPS

20380

Two Borge loxe toxpedocs, AP Surprise firing devices;

t:r;':l.p wire trpe

(4) 4D BY ROUI ms

"
la

bo

Co

Cne l?. 7r1m ~ound

One 122mm rocket motor

Two hundred /K-47 rounls

(5) IISCELL.NEOUS BJULEMEND C.rTUEED

Il
1R

Iiiscellaneous individual combat

Miscelleieous clothing
Lesorted cooking utensils

asgorted aocuments and mans

sosorted medicines
3275 lbs of rice
35 1bs of corn

gear

and wniforms

24x10cc Lopulgs. of Witamin B-12

Cne wo odun boot
Two 1W:
Cne 12, 7 ai Gun stgat
One Russion SKM gas mask
Une radio aitbenma

Une pair binsculars

D, CiLSULLITAS SUSE, LD

. UIMC

KL; WIsR

Officer .

WILITE NBCH KT
0 0 24
OLficer

WInli  NBGE KIi

Q 0 0

DECLASSIFIED

Inlisted
WInE WILIE
11 26

Enlisted
WILE  WILIE
4 0

Banmersam two . flogs

NBCE:
127 2
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one ' nmumrms, u A R E CORPS
- . C 20580
F. QUMNAID HELATIVNS . ‘m‘""' " . i
. - i :—' - ,'" X N
“a. 071 2"0'011'Ass1mcd ur(L\T Co G ._B.uT 2/7 . 9 ‘.

be O71200H Chop Co ,F ‘BLT 2/7 to 06, First l\Ja:L":an Dlv"lon

Ce  091200H issimed; UFCUN:CO- B, BID. 2/7 : Sy

d,. 0912002 issumed CBCUN (6 F. BLE 2/ T

e, ' 120800L issumed GPCOUN. Co 11, B.L&? 2/7

G ‘U_Ifr«fem 3
Equlpmcnt turncd into FSH fqr rcp"rcs clu:c:.ng thc
of . ..,ept\.me:c consmtcd. ofle twa 811:1:1 .vbrt L tUbL
_an(l three LVT*s. : All 1ter1s wou, repg.
<the %;hrm%:c units. . '
t had .: * B ‘.;
Ha,. LL;GISTICS
p - 1e General A
-——— log:.stlc support was. pr3v1dcd by organic <.nd ‘H:'zc:hed
supporting units while the BLT was empl:)\cd in its assigned
TuURe 411l of the following 1+ems were acwmpllshed du_m.ng the
1-14 prtehbcr 1968: ‘
" as Improved fortificd positions, fighting-holes, and binkerss
be Upcrated field nmoss sum)ortlng all compa nies with at least
. twd hot mesls por day '
~ Ce  Set up a shower wnit ¢ t the BIT Comm‘_nu Post
. 4o Improved 211 llvlng lfvc:.lltles.
2y ’Cons{,ru_c‘tod new L,uL, bunker, dralmge plts, hcgds.

% For. the pomﬂd uf 15-22 og,pturb b 1968 the buttulmn was come
mitted on opcration im the DUDGE CITY iArea with Iogls‘blc sup-
port being provided by Th .IMarinc Regiment,. 411- cJ‘..L.ss..s of
~supplics wexre furmished by the supportlng Unit with oxeeption
of Class IV which was provided by omgahnic supply. 4 Battalion
size LSi was cstablished at Hill #55 at cosrdinates (4T971621)
bring operated by EST porsonnel with representatives fon the
following sections; b-»‘l Scction, Supply bectlon, Arimo Technician,
urdm ance Section, and Comlmlnlcahox.s Cul’l‘t ct 'I‘eg.m. .

Aham '

e ' i 2 _:l..,g PICEIICINIC NI YLRETE UL T SRS S PR
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I,

3: Durﬂ‘?%’%ﬁdpsf oﬂ Mcr 1968 tof 3@ Septémber

1968 the battalion was moved to.its combat base at Dai
In"Pass. logistic Support was provided by orge nic and
attoched supporting units. .*4ll equipment was given o
Limited Technical Inspection after the opexation, and
preparations were made for future employment of the BLL,

2, "l‘:cmlspa r‘bzztian:

ase Transportation for the BID was provided by organic vehicles
and assigned helicopter supporting units,

be DMrintenance on all vchicles was péerformed during this period
to kegp vehicles in a roady status. ™

Ce & M543 42 wrocker and an M-35 Truck were destroyed by cnemy
action, The wrocker was immedintely replaced by the Force
logistics Command, Danang, RV,

3¢ BEmbarkation:

aé During the porird covered by this report the foilowing items
vere 2if loaded from assigned ARG shipping.

Six M-35 Trucks, three M-10504i2 trailors, two I-107-41 water
troilors, one M54 3-4i2 wrecker, and onc gonerator,

by The BLY Exccutive ufficer and BLIT BEmparkation Ufficer visited
Lsslbned 4RG shipoing to insure tha t .'LJ.VJ.no and worlung condi-
trwns were adequ,_te. : o

Cy Lo d.1ng plans for. the Uub uGDEN LPD-—5 and USS'ILLN‘I’ICELIU L3D-35
‘ cozmlo ‘ot durlnb 1:1115 pormd R oL

de MCCh"l’L‘LZCd ;_.moarl\atlon Dc.‘ta Systcm canstmtly belnb warkacl an
to up date.and improve BEabarkstion cz\ppblllltles of BLT 2/7.

CNIC .L‘C.L‘L N

Mo~ 51gmflcant Civic ;.ctlon was takcn by the BHI‘ during this
I'cpo:cf'clng poriod; no Civie wetion projects were initiated or com-’
pleted, "The BLL was OPGUN to Tth Mirincs and 1st Marine Division
during the montha of September and was moved from one 40 %o amyther
ond was unnble to be G‘S‘tcbllshed inan arec long emugh to establish

o progrom. of Ca.va.c Aot:.on. : o ‘

| o ENCLUSUHE (1)
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RASHINGRGE, D. C. 80380

1 Awards . :
LY By
Twn Bronze Stars s
vl

2. Number of NJPS and Courtwvcd dvuring September

: 5
Five NJB's Ho Courts

%, Posgtal
No problem with mail delive“y during month of Scptember,

Packages were kept in the rear until troops mturned from
operstions and then were dlS'L_Clbu'tGd

4o R&R

There were 123 R&R gquotas distributed during September,

5. Promotions

— Regular © Meritoricus
1: L’c 5 I
Cpl 113 LCpl 3
L TCpd 85
PFC 8
6 'P gand “llox \nC eS
P y call was hcld once during the month of bep’cemoer for the
entife. comand, . . -
s Bost Bxchange o
Shipg' storée provided ample. exchange items, Personnel from
BIT 2/'( made runs to the Froedom Eill Exchange on a daily basis,
White in the field, health and corfort items were available
fron Sundry Packs distributed on a regular basis,. :
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. DIVI_JIO" OF HJ e °’

o Ul\’ Ar 1v '

RaDAUa: ‘j‘»aw‘ Y
o —_ U, S. AP ATy Ty L',}" 2 22
. WA ’ SARLINT CORP? -——
8, Fexsonnel Gha{g SHIMTOI D. doa 20380 -
~s  Batile ILosses sdmin Iosses
U3Me Cff T 8
Bib 137" 67
Lsi off, 0 1
ol 1 4
Bo . Heplgocments
e uff 8
8nl 165
USHN Of % 1
© Enl M
% felisdon serviges
4y Vivine Pervices
dleven Prstestont Scrvices were conducted with 393 —
in atbendince, Mve Gutholic services wexs coude-
ucbed witir 130 present, -——
diree hemoxinl bervices wers cunducted with 1,011
R JRFACEIcHaY

"1 u(..\."’l J.IZC.LJ.Cc n ReG Cross messapes were hoiadled,

B, Counsélligg

5
i

apla in held 76 person.l counceling intervicws.
Fatieats in fuval Support _ctivity Hospitl, First
wogpital:Comony and Uss .LRIL-‘ULI- vere visited weelly,

lhe Brig.de Chaplain visited this commend 267 S 1568
First Division Chn.ldin visited ond *culcbroted Ihps
2078¢; 68, The First Divisiom-omd Philirom Steff provided

. CGothsldie coveroge foxr the BIN,

i
sfﬁmi al
Phe G.p was . Givided into three SuGClDﬂS di *‘130 the month
58 Sephenver,  Une section was with tie CP ot Dai L Fass
and die secvum rennined on the USS TRITULI., .« thind sec-
Tica vas ob aill .r70 from 1 Se_.tembexr %o 1‘1 oc“embex‘ o
-+ -

. .y |-

EHCLDOUJE (1)

DECLASSIFIED



~ DECLASSIFIED

— - - = -

®  ucossrm @

i .

—-—— ‘
and at Hill #22 from 11 September to 18 September. There were
131 patients were seen at Hill #70 and Hill #22, .
none of which were combat ce sualties, 636 patlcnts
were scen at Doi Lo Bass, with only one combut casualty

" seen, The BiS on the USS TRIPOLI trented 233 routine

potiehts, A total of 79 Medevacs were received, of whish
10 were combat casualties. There wore four personnel from the
Battalion yho wepe hospitalizdd with Scrub Typhus. - Preventive
neasures consisbing of using insect repellent on exXposed
skin cnd garment openings were recormended, No other
peculiar I‘leO.lC...l problems were encountered,

" B, Dental

Dcn.’cal potients were trented by the Dental Depar‘cment on
the USS"TRIPCLI, 1o peculiar dental problems wers en-
countered,

y ¥

\,&f’C Sanitation e
._,..,...._....._....

Sagitation on the USS TRIPOLL was handled by the ship's
#Modical Department, MNo unusual scnitation problems were
encbuntered, b sanitation problems were encountered
L HINL #70 or at Lill #22. 4t Dai Le Pass, the sani-
' tation problems consisted of inndequate dnd overcrowded
billeting areas and an insufficient mmber of urinals for
the number of personnel garrisoned there.

‘. ‘ '

D, 1baccy P o

o l‘LL.DC.hP s:,rv:Lcea weie - rendered durlng the month of
oﬁp uer'ber. ; : o ‘ o x

L INTZEL LI ‘NC

1a For oper::.. 1311“1 pCI’l.;u. 15—22 Sep 1968, see TAB Ay

Prior t'» beﬂ ng comm:L“cted to the DO.DCE CII‘Y area’ enemy
activity in BILT 2/7's ThOR was very small., Indica~-

tions were that the enemy would attack the Danang

area, The enemy did not increase his activities in

BLT 2/7ts T40R and with the light encounters showed

thot he would continue to be evasive. - No identification
or determination of the enemy's composition could be made
nor were there sny indicetions that the enemy would do
more than contime his horrassing tactics against friendlies
in the area,
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M COMMUNIC:TIONS:

For the month of September 1968 communications were good,
41l redios used in the COC were remoted and all communica-
tion wiring was accomplishad ueing 5 pair cable, . The Bat-
talion received 3 of the new S 2236 directional antennas
and they hove improved commnications rzrkedly when man-
euver elements were located at a distance from the CP,

o> freguency chanses weie necessary. PRC-298 are used on
all nets with the exception of the SLF TaC ¥et which utilizes
& MRC-109 for the hlg,her power output. Cypher capebility
with Regiment and Division is maintained using a KY-B, R
524 combination,

N. WEATEER

Weather for the reporting period showed an increase in
precipitation, out the weather hud no adverse effects on
troop movements,

O, FIRE SUPPORT

1. for thc pe“lOCL 1=14 aeptenbel 1968, fire support was

. adequate and responsive to the needs of the BLT, In
cddition to BIT 2/7's organic 84mn Mo rtar Platoon and
tws attached artillery batteries, 107mm Y rtar Battery,
%rd Bn, 11th Mrines, and Hotel Battery, 3rd Bn, 11th
lnrines, firve swport was available from Golf Battery,

" 3rd Bn, 11th Merines, From 1-14 September 4968, artil-
lery support consisted o5f 49 observed missions, 1 un=
observed mission, 5 registration missionsy; and 91 H&I
missions, & total of - 765 EB, 27 WP, and 15 illuninae
tion wounds werc oxpended far o grand total of 805 rourds
fireds E&IL fires were delivered on areas of known enemy
activity und in response to, intelli ence information
passed f:c'om higher echelons,

L\)

For the BL‘I‘ Operation in the DODCw CI'I‘Y Lrea 15-22 oep '
196& gee TiB £,

———
ENCLOSUEE (1)
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For the period 23-29 September 1968 fire supnor‘t vas Ha
respongive and adeguate to the needs of the BLIL, In
addition to BLT 2/7's organic 81mm Mortar Platoon and
two ‘attached artillery Batteries, Mortar Battery, 3zd

- Bn, 11th Merines, and Hotel Battery, 3rd Bn, 11th lMarines

fire swpport was available from Golf Battery, 3rd Bn,
11th Marinesy 4 Battery, 8", Field sirtillery Group.
‘From 23-29 September 1968, artillery support consisted
of 16 observed missionsy 24 wwbserved missions, 2
registration missions, a #d 323 H&I missions, 4 total
of 2,219 HB, 415 WP, and 98 illumination rounds were
ax’pended for a grand total of 2,432 rounds fired, H&I

- fires were delivered on areas of known enemy activity

and in response to-intelligence information passed from .
higheér echelons, MNaval gunfire support was provided by
the destroyer USS RICH, which fired one observed mission
using 2 HE, and 8 WP rounds for a total of 10-5" 38

rounds expended,

‘On %0 Sep 1968, BLT 2/7 commcnced Operation TALLEDIGA
CANYON, 1he fire support on that day was adequate and
responsive to the needs of the BIL, In addition to

BIT 2/7's organic 81ma Mortar Platoon and two attached
batteries, Mrtar Battery, 3rd Bn, 11th Marines, and

Hotel Battery, 4th Bn, 11th Marines, and alpha Battery,

8%, Field Artillery Group, On 30 September 1968, ariil-
lery supsort consisted of 5 observed missions, 2 un-
observed missions,. 2 registration missions, and 406 H&I
missifng, st A-totaltol 602 HE: vand 23 WE. were. expended for
a-grand. total -of” 625 rounds-firedy: - H&I fires:sipre:delivered
onidreas bf Kndwi ehemy activity and; in résponse to: :Lntel-_
l:L enoe 1niorma L,:L:m:pe ssed fr:m hlohCI' echeloas.l

‘ACP A.unCulJnS for pem.od oﬁ 1 14 Sepdaember were: conducted
23 *h(, Command Croup operatln{, from Hlll #70:. (AT955725)
£

muilstmtlve hellcol,ter f.L.l;_,ﬂ‘bS, Trom: J:tMM 1651 eff of the
TUSS TRIPOLL - Norfixed wihg. supp: ' '
cantrolled du_rlng thls perlod.,

rwtlon in: the ll)D'(;E ClTi larea, | see, T=

O A [

. ‘.,j,v, A

Tf’CE‘ fu.ndti‘)ﬂs “For thd poriod 23-30 St.p't(..muei' were roubine
consisting.of resupply for UP Reno, medevacs and administrative -
ht,llcop’cer fllghts, from iﬂ\Dl'I 165 off of the USS TR]’PULI.
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] ssault elements,
and gunsnlps acca“zpanled the: hgllgpgters f£rou, BMM 165
. [ where aboamd the USS TRIPOLI o the ‘Ianding zone. Due
1% g9 the intense enemy fire dlre"’red’"tom.rds the-helicopters
" .as_ they attenpted “to Land ‘oA Hill #5072 (‘msm@a)j the
~hcl:.cowo‘tez.".,wre‘cu:cned. to. the landing Zomne atlai-la Pass
(AT937750) Iwo flights of: fixed wing, that prepped
the area of "landing Zone EiGLE prior. to-°0900. dropped
24-5001b "bombs, 8. ca.nnlstn,rs ofr napalm am f:.:ced 36
.25 roc.cets, . . R _ .

&  TRALNING

Due ba opera tlonal coml’cments throubh the rronth of. Sgptember
1968_-, the 53 ollowing trdlmng was. accon@llshed‘. - Fach ‘Ivhrlne

1\@-60 Inch:.m Gun »_
Mines and Hooby. Tro -)s"

26 Eand Gremade =~ . "

| Tield Firing =~ '

- lare and’ Cleanihg of 'J.O \Jeupons

Padio Procedure |

* Ficld .Sanitétion T
First. dl’ld Buddy A.ld oo

TO‘L‘A.&J SR : s

D
wn

. B y

BLT 2// PrOVlded RVN orlsntatmn 1ndoc+rnnatlon tmlmng
" for 4 Marine O.T.flceI‘S, 55 Marine Enlisted, 1 Maval Officer
. and 12 Yaval X Enlisted, mplaonmpnt persannel during this

repor‘clnb phrlod .
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PART IV

J 1o -‘.T.‘AB L3

2, TiB B
ja. 4B G

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS.

Corbat after sction Beport (Ope“atlon DCDCE CITY Area
15~22 September 1968, -

activities of Ininforced Tlatoon Insexrt

Uverlay of TiOR 1-14 Septeuber 1968, (/7 )

—
e — . . EUCLOSURE (1)
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HEADQUARTERS

Task Group 79.5 (TG 79.5).
FPO San Franeisco 96602

3/cLi/mil
5750
26 November 1968 -

WM -NOFORN (Downgrade to unclassified upon removal of Enclosure (1) )

From: Commander
Tos Distribution List (September Command Chronology)

. S
Subj: After Action Report, September Command Chronology; forwarding of §
Ref: (a) Para (3), Cover letter to BLT 2/7 September Command Chronology
Encl: (1) Combat After Action Report (DODGE CITY AREA).
Copy [ of % N
» ~
1. In accordance with the information stated in reference (a), enclosure (1) A
is forwarded for inelusion to CTG 79.5's September Command Chronology.
¢ XA é
C. L. MGELHENY 1y
By direction '
o
W
~<
h
&
oy
b
Q
]
&
&
y
=
S
*

TAR (A) . e

)8}
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& - ; EXIRACTED/ PBODU_CED T#OY RECORDS OF
‘\ A DIvston W 1soin: i e B

‘ : - DQUARTELS, u s. GiARINS CORPS

2nd Bsttalion, 7thMuerou. D. c. aosao

9th Mari ibi Brira
DECLASSIEIED #ro’San Franstsen, Cattzorme 96602

From:
To:

Subjs
Ref:

Enel:

3/SRM /mar

3000

24 Ssﬁ; 1968..
SerOz HO. 0045—68

Commanding Offiger . 2 Bn, 7th Marines

Commander Task Group 79.5 | 0z 1:00189-68

_ Atter A , DODGE CITY AREA |
Combat After Action Repart ( [ ARBA) topy No,__ L _of 0O

(a) CTG 79.5 Operation Plan 120A-67
(b) Maps AMS Vietnam 1350,000 Series L7014 Sheet 6640 IV

(1) Overlay of area of operations, DODGE CITY AREA

1, OPERATION DODGE CITY AREA.
2o Dag and & ”a.'i\:,ivog"

g,- DODGE CITY AREA, QUANG NAM PROVINCE, RVN began on 15 September 1968

be

Base Hill ﬁ5m9676}5) #55

and terminated on 22 September 1968,

The Operation sxecuted under OPCON of the SEVENTH MARINES

150800H - 2215301'1 Savenbh Ma;:;me Mgmem Combiat

BLT 2/7 It6ol, L, E, WATSON
' 1-19 Sep 1968
Intermin Ctmmanding Officer appointed by 141, G, B, BUNNELL JR

Cemmanding Officer, 7th Marines 20=211 Sap 1968

14Col, N4, NELSON
e B2 Ss 1968 -
capt,, R. R, WELPOTT

1519 Sep 1968
ist It, Jo H.HALSEY IT

20-22 Sep 1968

Det, Hq Bn, ist Mar Div
Dst, Hg Co, 7th Mar
Det, Btry H (Rein), 3rd Bn, iith Mar

Dst, Com Flat( Hg'Co, 7th Mar | DECLASSIFIED

2rd Plat (Rsin), Co C, ist Engr Bn
Det, ISU, For Log Cmd

Det, Co C, ist SP Bn
2nd;: Pm*gi;c@ A, ist MT Bn o
A o _ ‘1‘ ]
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EATRACTERM : FRODUCED ¥RON RBGORDS OF ‘ .
DIVISION 0i KISTOHY AND MUSEUNS, R
AR TE ‘ Capt. Jo T, FRICKER + .\l
HEADIUARTERS, U. S. MARIN. CORFS'"" 15,13 Sep 1968°
WaktiutTon, b, e, 20380 - 1stlte Ao S, MENAUGH
TON, Do ¢, 20380 20.22 Sep 1968

"o B
Det, HES Co
FAC Tw
FO Tm, 8iMM Mortar Plat
NGE Spot Tm
R G OIS,
o 2nd ¥ inJ, 7, 1st ) ;
BST Tm, Dot Co G, ist SP Bn -~ | il
Co F_(Rein) 1stlt, Go Wo HUMPHREY
- 15218 Sep 1968
\Gapt, .Ra‘ Rq WEIPOTT
O #9-22 Ssp 1968
Co F ‘
FAC Tm !
_FO Tm, 84MM Mortar Plat
NGF Spet Tm
Det, Btry H (Rein), 3rd Bn, ifth Mar
Tm, 2nd Plat (RBiHSQ Ce C, ist Engr Bn
BST Tm, Det Co €, ist SP Bn
Go & (Re Capto Ao Vo LATORRE -
Co [z
Dot , H&S Co
FAC Tm
FO Tm, 8iMM Mortar Plst
Det, Btry H (Rein), 3rd Ba, 1ith Mar
Tm, 2nd Plat (Rein), ColC, ist Engr Bn
HST T, Dot 2m Plat, Co &, ist SP Bn
Co B (Bois) Sapt, To Po E. HOIM
Ce H
Dgt, H&S Co

~ FO Tm, 81MM Mortar Plat
Pet, Btry H (Rein), 3rd Bn, iith Mar
_Tm, 2md Piat,:Co€; tstSP Bn

Capte Jo Jo JAMES
Capts J, Po RIORDAN

istlts Do Jo MCMAEHON

istlt, M. Eo HASTINGS -

=2er .
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P Ctem 0 . n ,'q"‘ CTEE,D‘A?EI'{F.ODI’YC};D ;P’POI/I ;P:\OO i . ' . L
N DIVISION or 11v- e ‘ | W

. it "x.I:‘I.)."..v()i'iY -.Ai,‘D 1:U:J.‘[‘Ufls ._.
e e e e . ..~;”‘ , TRV g B ; . B
3rd Plst, Co B, pd BABMABE:RS, U, s, wAkFg coppg - 2milte Mo Eo NELSON
t Plat 3 on, BV k'q» 380" *_ . kistlte W. Ho MCCLOSKY

; t#tLt, Eo T. CHARBONEAU

¥ ’ : « &

Vi it} o WA 1ined . Ihi‘ti&l
reports received indicated thet units of 3rd. ‘Battalion, 7‘th Marines had:
made heavy contact ‘with an unknown btut sizﬁabfﬂ.@ emm’ fares in the Dodge
City Awea,. o
bo Eneny .;.. :: 9 ' 'and i‘ - 14 Dy _/. ( 'Ono Eﬁ@@m
f@m"cee reported to be in area of operation were the cho 12th ,.and 13th
campanies from Group B4 Hsadquarterse®rumspertation Orgendsstiom’ . .

Other ensmy mnits reported were elements of the 3ist, 36th smd 38¢th NVA
Regimsnts, from the 308 Divisiom also a pert of Group 44, Separats
Companies from Grqup 44 were used primarily te transpart rics obtained
from isclated villages to other enemy units, Reports stated that these
units were composed of men who were not fif for combat, Other ensmyi . - -
forces in the area were infantry units having the mission eof carrying ~ ~
out counter sweep operations against American and Vietnamese forces
operating in the arsa, Pnemy forces im the area had been able tc build
substantial bunkers, trenches and fighting holes, Due to the fortified
positions the enemy often ghgse to man his emplacements and wait for
FWMAF swesp forces ard at very closs range, employ small arms, automatic
weapeors, and rocket fire in an effert to inflict maximm casualties om -
FWMAF forces,  Sniper fire was also used in- an effort to hamper movement
of friendly unlits.that bscems impaled in his defenmses, Mcrale appeared
high se demonstrated by his stiff xesistames  on 18-2 September even
though he was under heavy enemy fire, artillery and air attack, Two
NVA propaganda banners were captured frm a Bunker Complex the inseripts.: s
ions reflscted pride in their unit amd "cause®, Interrcgation reports
raceived stated thet the 'men-hdd 1ittle f@éd"*?ﬁwmé alsd stated that ',
thelr training had not been adequate for combat situations,, and the POW’s
balieved man% men would Chieu Hoi if they wore-afferded the opeciunltin] The
ensmy had (3) radios and occasionally employed those t@ moniter ARVN
' gemmunications, The 2md Bn, 36th NVA Regiment' m@@.ﬁc@dlg“@Mm&@Gm & 63

WIA’s from encounter with this BLT on 18-20 Oct 68, alse reporte

aed that an additiomal 10% of thet unit were non effective due to Malaria
andl other malodies,

co JTerrain, The terrain in the area of opprat‘ions was characterized by
lowland smees rvonsisting primarily of lard under rice cultivation, both
flooded and dry, Shrubs and treslines rumning parallel with villages
dominated the area, Terrain limited wehicular mobility to tracked
vehicles only.

d, MWeather. The weather had nc adverse effect on therepérstivh buk due 0 ine
tense heat, movement of troops was often slowed to prevent heat cas=
uwalties, ihe waather was pred@minately hot and sunny with a low overs
cast during early morning hours,

-3- e

y
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Miged DIVISION OF HISZ0RY AND MUSEUMS, Wiy

HEADJUART:RS, U. S. MARLNG CORPS

The mission assigned to ELT 2/7 durlliﬁ the ocperation was to conduct

search and destrwgSHidtGRONy=Dao Génd and capturs: or destroy all
enemy forces, materials, locations, and fortifications in the area,

&@ggtion
8, Summary

On the evening of i4 September 1968 the BLT was ordersd to prepare
two companies for inserticn into an operation in the DIDGE CITY area at
first 1ight on 15 September to assist a Task Force of the 5ist ARVN
Regiment reinferced witk sRangsr group and the 3rd Battalion 7th Marines
who were in heavy contact a sizeable enemy force, Company "F® and
Company "H" with a small command group comstitued the force to be employed.
The BLT (-) was inserted at first light on 15 September into the southern
poertion of the DODGE CITY ares in wvicinity AT 948567 and o% AT 949561, After
landing the BIT (.) conducted a sweep cperation west to an area at vicinity
of AT 957557 where the BLT (.) established night defensive positions, At
£%xat 1ight on 16 September the BLT (=) began a sweep to an area at
vicinity of AT 960526 and held that position until the 3rd Battalion, 7th
Marines made physical contact with the BLT (-), Both organizations then
swopt towards the southeast, establishing night defensive positions in the
vicinity of AT 965519, On the morning of 17 September the BLT (-) exterded
its position to viecinity of A® 960556 and from that position a two
battalion sweep was launched with the 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines on the
loft and the ELT (.) on the right. That afternoon the BLT was ordered along
with 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines tc move to an assembly area on Liberty
Road at vicinity of coordinates AT 968585, Upon arrival at the assembly
area the BLT Cammarder and S-3 Officer werse ordered to report to Commanding
Officer ,7th Marines to recleve further orders. The result of this meeting
was that BLT 2/7 and 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines were to set in for the
night at vicinity coordinates AT 973577, On the foilowing morning, 18 Sep.
3rd Battalion, 7th Mapines was to be withdrawn and returnsd to its Combat
Base while Companies "E" and "G" of BLT 2/7 and command group augmentation
were to be inserted. At first light onthe morning of 18 September the planned
events took place with the simultaneous helicopter withdrawl of 3rd Bn, 7th
Marines and the helicopter insert of BELT 2/7 units. The 1lifts were concluded
at approximately 1000 and the BLT sommenced a sweep east-southeast with
three companies up and one in reserve., The mission assigned was to conduct
sweeps to find, fix and destroy the enemy in the area of cperations., The
only certain information at this time was that ARVN forges of the 5ist ARVN
Regiment (Rein) Task Forcei wers in heavy contact with a “large" NVA force
north of the BLT A0, in Grids AT 5998 and 5898, At 1430 the BLT was ordered
to establish defensive positions ard sceept resupply., Upon eompletion of
resupply, ELT was to contimue attack to phase 1ine Tangerins, Upon reaching
phase line Tangerine the BLT was to establish a blocking position along
phase 1ine Tangerine, 4t 1830 the BLT commenced to sweep towardsphgse line
Tangerine, Due to an large water barrisr epecuntered aftsr dark orders were
changed so that Company “G" moved to amd set up & defensive position on
phase line Tangerine and Companies "E", “F", and "H® and the Command Group
established defensive positions in vieinity AT985579.
wiodiaedt Tirst light on 19 September BLT contimued the attack to phase line
5 orine, At about 0730 Company “EY encountered an NVA gqued ,killing four
in a heavy tree line vieinity AT 974576, By 0940 all companies were on phase
line Tangerine establishing positions to accept resupply. Compag "F* moved

I
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small units forward to establish OP'g ¢o '&@ front of BLT defensive
positions, These OP's were to be established beyond a tres line about. 250
meters to the BLT front, This, tree line powered: thres forths of the ELT
front and was characterized by trees 10 t6 20 feet in height, scattered
clumps of bannana trees, elepheft grass qzﬁ thick undergrewth ledding to ard
in the immediate vicinity of the trese lins, When the OP’s and their security
reached a position sbout 15 meters from ‘the tree line they came under heavy
eneny gmz)lgmus and RPG fire. Due to the fpavy groygth it was diffienlt to
estimate the size of the snemy force, it wig thought to ‘be.a platoon tut as
the battle progressed it became clear that was & much iarger force, at .
least two Cempanies, perhaps & battalion, The sgemy was well entrenched with
sniper®en both flanks where clumps of the tree%e extended about 20 meters
eloser to friendly lines than did the lenght of the ﬁree 1line, % elf. The
battls raged throughout the i9th of September, Com s WEW 0 ahi “HE being
camitted to rellsve pressure from Compary “F" who f ht igt@ he enemy
positicns, The greatest problem encountered this day wad.one of fire support
coordination, as the BLT sould exersiss no control over ARVN aircraft
supporting the ARVN effort to the morth, these aireraft contimwally flew
through BLT air space causing frequent check fires of mortar ard artillery
and making coordination of Marine air support difficult in the extreme,
Additionally, until Company "F® could bresak contact all supporting fires
delivered hed to be sastward, beyord the enemy positions snguged by friendly
ground troocps. In the late afterncon contact was broken sufficiently and
fire support coordination effestively established with the ARVN o that
accurate air, artillery armd mortar fire sould bs brought to bear cn the enemy,
Late in the day 3rd Battalion 7th Marines was helilifted ¢o a blocking
poesition aleng SUOL CO CA river at-vicinity AT 008575, Contact with the ensmy
was ccmpletely breken by 1900, the BLT reformed on the most defensible terrain,
along a line AT 992575 to AT 992573 and preparsd to contirwe the attack, At
first 1ight Companies ¥G® ard "H" sweept through the site of the previous
days battle with Company ®F" in support, Company "E® hsld a position at
vicinity of AT 992573 in order to sweep the ELT right flank ard/er mansuver
from the area as the situation required, By 0900 the Command Group and Company
. WpPW gstablished in the site of the previpus days battle, Campaniss "G apd “H"
swung north-sastward and made contact with a large enemy force at vicinity of
006576, Ths two Cempanies iinked up and delivered smell arme ard mortar fire
cn the enemy force and called artillery and air en the area. Mearwhile a
search of the previous days battle area by Company "F" revealed a strongly
fortified area wWith intricate communications arnd fighting trenches comnecting
strong points, sniper positions and fourteen seversd fighting holes, Orispted
to the BLT®s front of the previocus day, rmmerous other positions were found
in a morthern . direction as well, Three grave sites were uncovered and same
equipment. Personnel effects of the enemy deed revealed then to be members of
ths 2nd Battalion, 36th NVA Regiment.
By early afternoon Companiss "G" and “H" had tightensd their hold on the
area and the enemy had withdrawn to a complex of tree lines at vieinity
AT 000577, At 1530 an ensmy bunker was sighted vieinity of AT 000577 flying
an NVA flag, Stiff resistence was encountered in this area, Company "E® had
been moved at 1300 to link up with Company "F™ in vieinity of the BLT -
Command Post, which itself had been under intensive small arms fire since
1215, Throughcut the day the ARVN to the north had been in heavy contact
%ig;‘h@ NVA ard had pushed him east towards:viecinity 995582t - By 1130 the ARVN
to swing south pushing the enemy into BELT 2/7, The eneny was now being
pushed from the north by ARVN, from the west by BLT 2/7 and bufféted against
3rd Battalion, 7th Marines block:mg along the river to the east. This pressure
plus accurate air and artillery ordninece deliveries in the dreas of. resistance
began to take thelr toll by lats afterncon, . .,
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"By 1600 when‘*@éoordinated air and groiumd attacks were strongest in the
bunker area ard following & mixed flight of 5001b bambs and napalm the enemy
Was séen t0 flee from the birnfer mrea inmte%he surrounding tree lines, in
groups of twenty ahd thirty, They were takeh urder fire armd air and artil-
lery concentrated more intensely on the area. Resistance was still very stiff
from the bunker-area. Companies: "G" and "H" began to encounter amti-personnel
minés and booby traps. As dusk set in Companies "G" and "H" established a
Perimeter at vicinity 2998576, Companies "E" and "F** and the Command Group
moved under cover of darkness to defensible ground in vicinity &992575.
Thipughouwt the night artillery and mortar fire was delivered on known and
suspected enemy positions.,. 4t 2145 a strong oder of marijuana was reported’
as coming from the vieiniyy of the enemy held bunker complex and tree linss.

" A6 first light on 21 September the BIT continued the attack imto the bunker
ared and surrcurding treelines., After disarming and removing numerous booby
traps and anti-personnel mines, companies "G" and "H" uncovered an extensive,
well prepared network of trenches, fighting holes and positions and bunkers,
The lJatter produced large quantities of food, equipmemt, weapons; and documents
much of the latter was of a classified nature, This entire area was suggestive
of a battalion or larger size command post area., ¥ was later revealed that
document analysis and POW inte@rogations showsd this to be the main position of
the 2nd Battaliony, 36th Regiment with the 36th NVA Regimental Commend Post
and elemedts: of Group 44 located there, additionally it was revealed that BIP
2//1 had encountered the 2nd Battalion, 36th and other elements of the NVA 36th
and 38th Regiments during the preceeding two days battle, And further that
these units were on a counter-sweep operation seeking battle with BIT 2/7,
Three POW's were taken when larger rooms and tunnels were discovered in

levels below the surface, Companies "E" and "F" uncovered grave sites in

tree lines to the east and south of the bunker .area. In ally 69 enéhy KIA
were confirmed by body cowmt., POW interogations revealed that BIT 2/7 had
killed at least 80 enemy and wounded af least 63 from 2nd Battalion, 36th

NVA Regiment alone., Included in the dead was the assistaunt Battalion Com=
mander of the 2nd Battalion, 36th Regimert. On 21 September occassional NVA
were sighted fleeing eastward and then southward at .various times during the
day both by BIf 2/7 and 3rd Battalion Tth Marines units. The day was devotsd to
searching and clearing the battle area, In the late afternoon 3rd Battalion
T:h Marines vwas helolifted to a bloeking position along a line AP983546 to
AL9H 546, At dusk Companies "G and "H% established defensive positions in the
enemy defensiwe complex, the .remainder of the BIf moved, as directed, to new
position vicinity AF991570 for an attack scuth towamls 3rd Battalien, 7th
Marines blocking position,:

&% first light on 22 September Company "G" moved Ho the BI? attack rosibion,
while Company "H" combinued to search and commenced destruction of the enemy
defensive complex., &t 1000 the sweep south began, however at about 4130 the
BIT received orders to halt presert sweep and on order to move to an assembly
area at vicinity 47968584 for piclup by trucks and return to B Base Camp
at DAL LA PASS. Company "H" was relieved of .the search and destroy operation
in the heavy defensive ¢omplex by elements of 3rd Bgttalion, Tth Marines, The
Bil errived at the designated assembly area ard entrucked at 1530 on 22 Sep-
tember 1968, arriving at DAL LA PASS at 1700,
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b, Significa By

The following is a summary of significant events and contacts made
with the enemy.

i.

2.

3e

b

56
6.

7.

9o

10,

WASNIAGYION, D, Op 80380

151330H Company "F", while executing a sweep, moved into an area
finding NVA equipment including medical supplies, an assortment
of packs containing rice, one AK.47 rifle, and 2 pair of "Ho Chi
Minh" shoes. All equipment was collected and the rice destroyed,
At dusk on 15 September, The BLT{.) established night defensive
positions and corducted aggressive night patrdis and ambushes in
an attempt to locate the enemy for the next day’s operations, One
ambush at AT957557 captured two NVA soldiers attempting to escape
by swimming across the river, The POW's were evacuated to 9th ITT
on Hill 55 AT967616 for interrogation.

161200H Campany “F" fired a 60mm cancentration on two VC at
AT957557, then sent a squad into the area to check the results
ard fourd a klood trail which was follawed up to AT960556 where
it was lost in the river. One NVA boot and an {1 foot dugout log
rowboat were found, The boat was destroyed,

162030H A listening post from ist Platoon Company "H" AT951560
heard and then gpotted four enemy, The listening post registered
with {1lumination and the fired 6 rounds of 60mm HE with unknown
results, At first Jight the listening post swept the area of

enemy movement, but it fourd o trace of enemy casualties,

170615H Company MH® found 24~10cc Vitamin Bi2 at AT952561 in a

. bunker, Medicine was turned in and the bunker was destroyed.

171520H Headquarters 7th Marines sent BLT 2/7 a warning order
to receive Companies "E®™ and "G" into the area.
180750H Second Platoon Company "H™ found one Chi Com grenade,

' green utilities, assorted clothing, 351lbs of rige, 251bs of corn

at AT964573, The assorted clothing was brought in and the rice
and corn was destroyed. ’

182020H Battery "H"™ 3rd Bn, 11th Mar moved from Hill 60 AT886772
to Hill 55 AT962603.

190800H Company "E™ while sweeping in viecinity AT974576 made
contact with an estimated squad of NVA resulting in four NVA
kills with three AK-47 captured without taking any friendly
casualties. | -

191000H = 191900H The BLT while sweeping battle area from
AT992582 to AT992570 reasived heavy volume of small arms, auto-
matic weapons, grenades and RPG fire from an enemy unit of
unknown size. The enemy was in fortified trenches, fighting holes
Company "F" made the initial contact with the enemy at AT995575
At 0900 Company "F" received a heavy volume of grazing fire
including B-40 Rockets, automatic weapons, small arms and
grenades, about 42 friemdly casualties resulted in the initial
contagt and several more Were wounded or killed in the process

of evacpating the original casuzlties. Company "H' was cemmitted
to the left flank of Company "F" and.Company“ﬁG“‘té-the fight to
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11,

12,

13,

1h°

15,

press home the attack, Company ®E", the BLT reserve was commitéed to the
attack and moved to Campany “Fhg position, allowing Company "F" to
withdraw and consolidate in order to contirue the attack., Companies "G"
ard "H" pressed the attack by pushing through the flanks. On order all
Ceompanies reformed at phase line Tangerine to allow more effective air .
and artillery bombardments of the area. A frag order came from the 7th
Marines to deploy south uglong Phase Line Tangerine,. In moving to the
specified area Company "E" personnel tripped a booby trap. . Gompanlea
began  receiving small arms fire from the north as a Battalion of the
51st anvn pushed VC/NVA .. towards: the Biﬂ] rATtogether -the BIE ~tm
suffered 14 KIA and SEWTA'sa
200800H Company "G" attempting to move and link up with 3/7 made heavy
contact in vieinity AT001577 with large size enemy forces believed to
be in a battalion size CP area. Company "G" disengaged and called in air
and artillery bombardment into the area, Company "G® received 5 KIA’s
and 19 WIA's set up a base of fire while Company "H"™ assaulted using a
left emvelopment. Compamy "G" then evacuated casualties and equipment
to the rear,
200900H 14Col, WATSON was replaced by 1tCol BUNNELL, temporary
Commander of BLT 2/7 pending arrival of new BLT Commander from $th
Marine Amphibious Brigade.
200845H The Secord Squad, Second Platoon, Cempany "H" found an enemy
mortar pit with empty ammunition containers amd bamboo aiming stakes at
coordinates AT005566,
244030H While sweeping the battle area AT001577 Company "G" attempted
to approach and search an enemy CP bunker and encountered heavy booby
traps and anti-personnel mines, Two of the mines were detonated causing
two WIA's, The mines were identified as box mines of unknown size.
Attempts were made to detonate other mines in the area with air strikes.
Company “G" went on to search the suspected area and uncovered extensive,
reinforced bunkers and trench complexes- suggesting a battalion size or
iarger CP area. These complexes stretched southeast from 001579 to
005575, NVA uniforms and equipment were found in the area.
211600H Second Platoon, Company "H"™ found 15 fighting koles and fiva
bunkers at BT001577. The bunkers were searched finding one NVA bedy, a
brief case and documents including maps, ten packs, fifty ammo cans,
various pieces of clothing, 2501bs of rice ard 200 rourds of AK.47 ammo
three wallets, three gas masks, one NVA flag and two propaganda banners.
At the same time the Third Platoon which was searching a different part
of the same area discovered thirteen additional fighting holes, two
more bunkers and four tunnels, In searching out the area the third Plt,
fourd two NVA bodies and capture one NVA soldier, They found one NVA
flag, seven ammo cans of documents, and micellanecus clothing. This POW
revealed himself to be twenty years old and an NVA soldier with the 2nd
Battalion, 36th Regiment, 308th NVA Division. He stated that on 19 Sep,
his 2nd Battalion suffered 80 KIA and & WIA's, 6 and that the. Assistant
Battalion Commander (named BA) was killed by Pomb& from an air strike. His
unit carried their wounded and dead to a new position on the slopes of
the DAI I0CGMountains, He also said that he knew of three Regiments in
the area, the 36th and the 38th of the 308th NVA Division, and one
unknown Regimentay
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211400H While on a sweep, lead elsments from Company "E" spotted one
NVA at coordinates AT999577 wearing green utilities, helmet and
carrying a rifle fleeing to the east. The lead element pursued by fire
and contimed to sweep {inding fresh graves containing NVA bodies,
0211430 Contiming on a sweep Company "E® found an M.79, Ser, No,
108224 and 30 M_79 rounds, one NVA pack, a dud 105mm round, a dud
155mm round, one 60mm mortar round;, and four fresh graves containing
NVA bodies at AT998577. The rounds were blown in place and the equip=
ment turned in.

211500H While sweeping, Company "G" in area of BT001518 found an ammo
carrying pack, three dud 105mm rournds, cne NVA E-tool and ohe MVA body,
and 9 women and children. The people were turned over to 5-2, ard the
hut where the equipment was fourd was destroyed by fire resulting in
four secondary explosienms.,

220930H In the area of BT001578 Company "H" found two NVA Q;g&as)
carrying documents on their personsto indicate they were from the 2nd
Battalion, 36th Reglmenta Also fourd in the area was a 122mm rocket
%Etori ard 5001bs of rice, ItCol. NIEL A NELSON assumed Cemmand of

T 2/7.

221530H BLT 2/7 was extracted from the area of operation and brought
back to DAI LA PASS AT939748, Extraction was completed approximately

~ 221900H, N

S~

General. During the period from 14 September to 22 September 1968,
BLT 2/7 received artillery support from two i05mm Batteries, “H®
Battery BLT 2/7 and "I" Battery, 3rd Battalion, 11th Marines, two
155mn Batteries; "K" Battery 4th Battalion, iith Marines and "L"
Battery, 4&th Battaljon, 1ith Marines, and "A" Battery Field Artillery
Group, an 8 inch Battery, 41lso, the 8imm Mortar Platoon of BLT 2/7 was
in direct support.

Artillery. The 105 Batteries fired a total of 2379 high explosive ,
91 White phosphorous, and 61 Illumination rounds, This was accomplished

" through 62 observed missions and 339 H&I missions. The 155 Batteries

fired 698 high explosive, and 21 #hite phosphorous rounds inecluding 51
observed missions and @ H&IL Missions. The 8 inch Battery fired 216

. high explosive rounds with 19 observed, 15 H&I and 1§ destructio«'-!missionD

In addition there was extensive H&I and prepatory missions fired unﬁ%ﬂ
the direction of the 7th Marine Regiment, firing: lnhdlreetusuppnrt

of BLT 2/7 during this period, Some of the problems encountered during
this period are as follows: The :inability of the air support to provide
the artillery liaison section with an accurate estimation of ETA of air
missions resulted in artillery fire being placed in check fire from

five to twenty mimites before the air strike was run, thereby restricting
the effectiveness of both arms., Ancther problem was the lack of effective
coordination with the helicopter units, This resulted in many artillery

. missions being placed in a check fire status in the middle of a mission

by the unexpected arrival of a MEDEVAC or resupply helicepter. One

. more major problem area was 'the close proximity of friendly troops to

enemy targetse
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Thi‘s resulted in the cancellation of ome missions and in some eases
increased the délay time for clearing contact missions, In summary,
there was more than ample artilléry support available but the lack of
effective coordination of other support elements and the close proxe
imity of friendly troops to the target area severely limited the number
and ei‘fectlvenenss of the missions fired,

(3) HNaval Gunfire, Naval Gunfire was not employed during the BIT opera=
t:.on in the Dodge City Area.

4) air Suppozt,

a8, LAS: During the period from 15-22 September close air support was

- called by BIT air controllers. The BIf utilized fixed wing from
Marine Air Groups 11, 12; 13 and support was given by the 366 Tac-
tical Squadron at Danang. There were 18 flignés of soft ordmance .
dropping 4.5 tons of napalm, 352 ~ 2, 75 rockets and 20 - 20mm pods.
There were six flights of hard ordmance inecluding 12 tons of 5001b
bombs, 135 - 2. 75 rockets and 20mm gun pods. Bomb damage assessed
for the period was 9 structures destroyed, 4 structures damaged,
300 meters of trench line destroyed, and numerous enemy killed in
acticn, '

b, TP@-10; No TPQ-10s were employed due to proximity of targets to
friendly forces.

C. Flareshigé: For their needs at night BIT 2/7 had Spooky (C147) air-
craft on call -with flares and mini-guns for the support of the.Bat=

talion, 4n accurate account of rounds expended was not giver. 4lso,

the flare ships from H and MS 11 and VMGR 152 at Danang were used on
four different occasionss On 20-21 September a flare ship was used
for BIT units so that they could observe areas around them,

d, AO'ss PFlying in direct support of the BIT were Air Observers from MAG

16 at Danang, These A0's flew directly over ground units observing

and were in front of the units searching for trenchlines, bunkers, and

fortified positions, The AO's were most helpful during the progress
of the Close 4ir Support mission, There were a total of 19 #0's
‘utilized by the BII, These aircraft carried 2, 75 rockets folr air
support and WP rounds for marking targets.

e. Medevacs: For the Battalion sweep the BII continued its use of heli-
copters from HMM 165 aboard the USS TRIPOLI, Also, a mumber of heli-
copters were called from 'incountry sources HMM 164 and UH-34 MEDEVAC,

Helicopters from MAG 16 at Danang for the mwst serfous cases such as

head wounds, .

Iogistics

(1) 4 Battalion TAC-Log Net was established on 14 September 1968 at ‘the
Battalion rear and continued to operate through 22 September 1968, Its
main function was.ipnitoring resupply requests between the units.in

the field and the 1SA. )
T -10- . ’ By
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(2) A Battalion size ISA was established on 14 September 1968 at Hill
55, 7th Marines Regimental Headquarters, it was operated by HST
persornel with representatives from the 5-1 Section, Supply
Section, Ammo Technieian, Ordnance Section, ard Communications
Contact Team until the close of the operation on 22 September 1968,
There were no significant resupply problems., The total weight of
resupplies for the period concerned was 54,471bl, Class I 49,150,
Class II 1,161 dnd Class V 4,160 lbs,

(3) HMM 165 supported BLT 2/7 through the 7th Marine Regiment for re-
supplies and Medevacs.

() A11 classes of supplies were available at the LSA to the supporting
unit with the exeption of Class IV which was supplied by the .
Battalion's organic supply which consisted of 280 water cans, 15
cargo nets/slings for external resupply.

(5) The water resupply point on Hill 55 was utilized to £1i11 the
requestsfrequirements thru HST personnel at the 1SA,

_(6) Maintenance of organic property was performed by 18U Contact Teams

with the exeption of work requested by "W" Battery 3rd Battalionm,
11th Marinegfor repairing' their sight and -recoil mechanism-on
Hoirtars which :qnalifie& persemnel’ capatle-of ‘parforming the work were
‘not dvailable, ', assistance was required from 1st FOR maintenance
Battalion and the Contact Team was sent to Hill 22 to execute the
repairs required. Eleven M-60 Machine Guns were repaired by the

ISU Ordnance Contact Team,

(6) Transportation for the ISA was provided by Organic Vehicles which
included one (1) M35 and two (2) M.274-A2,

Communigations

Ccnnnunleations on the operationrwere very good: ard there was.little
difficulty maintaining radio contact with all units, however the REGT®L
TAC NET and Artillery nets were mutually interfering due to f"requencies
which were seperated by less than one megacycle. The BET peéar hed

some problems with its communications 1link to the USS TRIPOLL which
Wers due to range and atmospheric conditions. The PRC.25 was used
exclusively and proved effective and efficient. The maneuver elements
relied on tape and whip antennas execlusively while the BLT Raar-

used the new RC22236 antenna, This directional antenna was also used on
the SIF TAC NET and has proven very effective for long distance radio
shots. The air net also used the FRC-25 with no problems. One PRC-25
was damaged by small arms fire and one by fragmentationm,
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(1) USMC Casualties:

a. Officer:

KIA 0
WIA ”
WIANE 0
NBCE 0
b, Enlisted
KIA 23
WIA 95
WIANE 8
NECE 77

(2) USN Casualties:
a. Officers: None
b, Enlisted:
WIA 3
(3) Equipment Damage: None
Enemy
(1) Personnel:
(a) NVA KIA : 69 ( Confirmed by Body Count )
(b) VC KIA : 2 ( Confirmed by Body Count )
(e) Detainees : 25
(d) Chieu Hei : O
(2) Weapons Captured:

(a) One 1891/30 Rifle with Scope
(b) One AK.47

(3) Grenades and Mines Captured

(a) Two Fireracker AP mines; pressure type

(b) T™wo Chi Com Grenades .

(¢) Twe Bangalore torpedos, rigged as AP surprise firing
devices, trip wire type. .
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(e) 200 ZK 47 rounds RASHINGTON, Do Co 20380 .
56 gﬁggdl?mous Equipment Captured (in large quantities where not specifical'ly

»

(a) Miscellanecus individual equipment

éb) Miscellaneous clething and uniforms

») Agsorted coocking utensils

d). Assetted documents and maps

(e) 3275 pournds of ripe

f) 25 pounds ef corn - :
g) ssorted medicings ‘ : 3
i) 24 x #0cc empules of Vitamin B-12 A

(1) One wooden boat

(3) Twe NVA flags

(k) Two NVA bamners

(1) Ons 12,7 AS gun sight

(m) Ons Bussian SKM gas mask.

The encounter of BLT 2/7 with a sizable NVA force in the DODGE CITY
AREA produced a nmumber of valuable lessons the most important of which ares

as The NVA unliks the VC is not "sweepable", Every tree line must be
approached as an obgective and treated as though it contains a large
enemy force, Effective preparatory fires must be delivered and a
tactic of firs and maneuver of troops employed,

b. There must be unity of zommand when different units are operating
in the same area, ®.g. ARVN, BLT 2/7 and 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines,
The lack of a clean cut Commander results in a break down in co-
ordination which in turn results in check fires at eritical moments
because of violations of air space, operational boundaries etco

co Qualified interrogaﬁ‘i@natranslation personnel must be on the Spot and
a feed back from follow-up interrogations and ‘translations of .
documents must be timely., The BLT did not become fully aware of the
magnitude of the enmemy encountsred, ©or damage that they had inflicted ' .
upon him until after its return to Base at DAL 1A PASS, Without timely
information of this nature the Cémmander canmt make valid plans nor
can he make informed recammenmdations to his Commander.

d, NVA can not be undersstimated, beeause he had: not stood and fought
N A—a4g Ppdrticular area before does not mean that he will not:do sos:When
he does 5,841 must be ready to reaet, especially supporting arms,which
because the NVA usually opens fire at point blank rangoo require :
exceptional coordination to be effective, ... *-
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It is most z'esonable to oonclude that the enem;xe& stand against

' BID. 2/7 on 19 and 20 September was prompted by two considerations
._,-one ‘being the threat that the BIl posed to the flank and rear of
major NVA forces engaged with ‘the AHVN task force to the north of

the BIT.AQ, The other being that -the BIT was fast closing with
a major enemy command and commmunications centers

In the final analysis the Operation in the DODGE CITY Area
was eminently successful, enemy strong holds were destroyed, -,
many of his plans and secrets revealed, one of his battalions .
badly damaged, large quantities of food stuffs, equipment and
weapons c2ptured and his units pursued dnd hurried in. their Tretreat,
In the type of warfare wélare facedwiiW;im this.part of I Corps
this certainly spells out a resoumding success of arms, though-it
may not be all that. is.desired, it has besn found.that this enemy
is not cooperative when it cames to the exploitation pha.se .and the
fingdl and camplete destruction of his.facess

\J\g’Q' NELSON

SETRACTED/REPRODUCED FRON nscmd"or
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COLOTPT BEHIND EILL #7324 INSFRT

Upon retuy
the BLT was g

om the BLY speration in the DONGE CINY irea
nission of being prepsred to bleck Dai lLa

Fass and fSnginecr Posg or establish a blocking front in the vie-
SR

inity of (479
pared to condn
mt given a d

Although the
gsion assigned it felt
"Hill #324 (.T883742); 1

2 1 ona battalicns alse the BIX had to be pre-
t counterattocks in the Darerg arca, The BLL was
lefinite TalB, bubt wes left zs 2 mobile force that
gt in any ares of the Danang TALR,

T had no AD it felt that to accomplish the mise
“ifiwould be necessary to insert an CP on

from it 01l movement into the Danang

oo

T:OR could be observedy:-lherefore the BLT reguested from 1st
Br, 26th lbhrines and was granted permission to insert a rein-
forced platocn on Hill #5324 (AT883742).

SIGKIRINE EVaRis

1e

(S
s

230655-231035 -Insert of OP Reno into area at coordimates
(47885746) was completed during this period except for two
pallets of gear wiricdh wexe flown in later the same day,

231045 - 0P Reno sighted one sgquad of well campflaged NVa run-
ning from northenst to southwest at cosrdinates (aT880746)

and called in a fire mission upon the encmy with unkmown re-
sulta,

231547 - (P Reno observed a V4 force in exncse af 25 parpen. -
nel moving wrthenst at coordinages (sz879711). 1the OP c?alled
for an 40, which arrived on station but could mot make sight-~
ings on tne eneny force,

241205 ~ OF Reno observed 20 cneny running to the n:_:rthwest
at coordinotes (4T6883715) and called in a fire mission, but
could not determine tho.effoet of the artillery fire on the
GG ‘

241900H -~ OP Rano sighted an eneny rookgt be.i_:tery Y?eing.fl:?ed
from grid cuordinates (2T8683695) and called in-a fire mlssi.on
A meket nosition after firing 9 106 recoilles rifle rounds
ng '33;13?;’12.’; The results of the counter-rocket fire were

not Getermined,
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coozsE .. OF Reno reported that at least one or‘two e"nemy had
Leen Getected probing the area. To counter this 3 Iu—2_6_grena—
des ond T 60mm mortars were fired but the results of this ac-

+ion was unkuowi,
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25 M%H - (P Renn spott cd-a ¥arine Corps vehicle gomg

arotrd o bond on rute £ (41857752) travelling in
a %ac.ht:za&t dirvechion-when it hit a mine, The 02 s8ls0

w3e run across rice peddices imio the
4 caliad in o medevec for the

U there weze seven or
I PJls and vhite hats
mimdng iadident,
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sceelng the first -39 touck
Truck conve y avelling south in the vieinity
20) kit a min2 end burn, The OP saw Vietnamese
n the area. :

©7TLhT - OF Reno spotted o congregation of approximately

y 2 in black pajamas and vhite hats, They dispersed
want in diffrent directions, OP Remo could not see if
: people carried wenpons,

291630H - CP Peno was .abandoned and all fortifications on
Hill #324 (1”88 72) were destroyed,
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