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From: Commanding Officer 
To, Commander, ID:lsk Fo!.'oe 79.5 ~og No. 0 0 1 6 ~)-- 68 
Subj, Oo.i1lJT'.and Chronology for period 1-30 Sap 1968 do,)" N •• \ 't! Jt>. 
Ref: (al g 

MOO 5750.2 
FMFP ACO 5750. 8 
9th !vhr BrigO 5750. 1 0 
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_ _ Enol; Ie t) fu ttalion Ionding ;J;yum 2/ 7 Com..'TJand C~ronology _ ~ 
~~~ 4-/.JddeJ (~ (~) 'P, ., '" ,-/7 cya... "e~, .oOD6-£Cf'Ty/tGC.4J" It; ;;';i&P ~ 

1. In accordnnce with the provisions oi' reierella.e (n), (b), nnd (0) 4 
enolosure (1) is submitted. ~' 

2. rn1is letter is cblrlngrnded to unc;Wssified upon removal of enclosure 
(c) "_ _ ~ '-

-13.' ~ab A; Combat After Aotbn llQIJQ.rt (Ope.rat.ion in D6a.ge Oi ty 11iea ' 
. 1.5-22 Septemoer 1 %8) to encloau:re (1), will be. subm.i tted separately. 

'l'bis ~oUment xaqu:i.rOs rG·view by=-~e Oonrinsndi.r.g f£fioex, who beoausa 
of ope:cational commitments is not avi;il~:.1Jl~ 

.£C'\,~) ~c\A.~' 

. 1. 9. DES hINES 

:By dixeotion 
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Pi1Rr I ORGll.NIZATIONAL DilTA 

A. Unit DesigTU1tion 
:a. Staff Officers; 
'C. lCca tio n 
D. Average ~nthly Strength 

P ilJ.1T·U liAWT IVE SIDI}l!l.RY 

PAro!' III SEW''&'7l:IALLIS'l~ING OF SIG1UFIc.iUT EVBNTa 

A. Oomba t r1i ssion Assigned 
:a. Significant OpCJ:'[,tiollS C:)nducted 
Cl.' Casunl ties Inflicted :)n tho Enemy 
D~ Gnsunlties Sustained 
E. New Techniques Empbyed 
F. C::lITllDnm Rclnti:Jns 
G. Equipment 
H. 10 gisticS!. 
r.. 'Oi vic Act ion 

. J. l~d.mini.strCltbn 

K.. Med.ical/Dental. Affnirs. . 
Ie' In to lligc nce 
11. ConunUllica tions 
~ . Weather 
O. Fire SUpp8rt 
·P. Air Suppo rt 

. ~ . Trn ini J:1g 

P:uRl' IV §j:TroRCHfG DOCUNENrs.. 

A. GoiDbnt ·1:.ftor. iJ.ction H.cport (Opc.mtionin DODGE! CITY 1ir61s·: 
15-22.Scp 1968) . 

. ' 11. 0.1' Bono" 
C.' Overley tt :aLT T~l.OR ·1 ... 14 Sop 1968 
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_ ORGANIZh'l'IONAL !H'lACl'!D/REPRODU~r:I> !'ROM lU:C':'T::-S df 
PERrOD COVEREDD1VE;ION Oi" ilISTOriY P.ND MUSE1..:,.~, 

.~- . ~ . 
UNlf DESIGI'lATIGN 

1. Bn ttalion L.1ntiillg 'II:?.nm 2/ 7 

. Intor:un Corrmnnding Officer ccppointed 
by COIJl.wnding Off ieer;, 7th lYhrine s 

COlIT.oany E 

Company F 

Company G 
Company li 
H&s Co (-) (Rein) 

-2ndPlut (RCinl' CoB, 1st Tarle Bn 
- 3:ro Ph t (Rein, Co ii, 5th ll.T Bn 
,- 2ri:1 'Fb t (Rein , CO L, 1 st 1'II: Bn 
2nd pint (Re~n)? Co C, 1st" Engr En 
3rd Plat (Rem), Co B, 3rd Amtrnc Bn 

- 1 st Plat (Rein), Co E, 1 st Reeon Bn 
C & C Plat (Rein), Co A, 5th I'i3d Bn 
Det, 1st SF Bn 

-n:et, tIC! Bn, 1 s t Ilbr Div 
Det, ECl OJ, 7th l'br 

- Det, WIT, For Log Cmd 

2. llttacl1ed Units 

- :3 -try H, 3rGi Bn, 1 th I-hr 
Narkr Btry) 3rd Bn, 11 th }br 

DECLASSIFIED 

/"--
LtCol. 1. E. il/lll.'rSOn 

'1-19 Sep 1968 
LtCol. C. F. BUlmELL JR. 

20 ... 23 Sep 1968 
LtCol. N. 1\.. BELSON 

24-30 Sep 1968 
Capt. J. T. FRIDKER 

M,~ Sop, 1968 
Lt. R. S. I\:lENliGH 

2:0-22. Sep 1,968 
Cnpt.- 'J. T. FRICKER 

23-30 Sep 1968 
Lt. G. vI. HW1l?HREY 

1-19 Sep 1968 I 

CURt. R. R. itJELPOTT \ _ 
20-.30 Sep 1968 , •• _. 

Cc:tpt • .A. V. LA/mRRE JR 
Capt. T. P. E. HOLM 
Capt. R. R. WELPOTT' 

1-19 Sep 1968 
Lt. J. H. iiALSEY II 

2D-30 Sep 1 968 
Lt. Hi E. lii~ 5T :r.t1GS 
Lt.- D. 1. BBOvfN 
Lt. E. T. Ct01.RBO lIJ"NEiJ. U 
Lt. D. G. PATrERSON 
Lt, Me E. NELSON 
Lt. \'i. H. NCCLOSKEX 
Lt. (110) D. N. S£iIITH USN 
Lt. 1. J. STEVENS 
CWO 2. W. PICKl-'.RSKI 
Sgt. J. 1. KAVANAUGH 
Lt. J. E. MCDANIEIB 

Cctpt. J. J. J1JllES" 
Lt. C. E. THONA S JR. 

1--14 Sep 1 $68 
Capt. J. P. RIORD.AN 

15"30 Sep 1968 

• ENCIDSURE (1) 
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Ut~CtASSIFI[O B. STAFF OFFlOERJASHlliGfOB, D .• C. 20380 

xo· 
5-1 
&-2 
S-3 
3-4 

lI'h j. 1. J. DES JJilIDDJES. 
Lt. J. M. Ci'iR:CER 

3-5 

BerS01Lnel Officer 
Embnrkation Officer 
CODJmUnicc.tio n Officer 
i~ir LiEl.ison Officer 

Forwnrd Air Controller 
Supply Officer 

Lt. J. R. PIPPEN 
IV,b j. E. N. D mrrJ 
Lt, P. S. l'lENAGH 

1-6 Sel' 1968 
Lt. T. LUI0...\iECZ 

7-30 Sep 1968 
Lt. C. J. HASDOVIC 

1-24 Sel' 1968 
Lt. R. RARIlELLE 
Lt. E. E. DELGADO 
Lt. T. T .DJJlNEY 
G2p t. R.. H. .HCKnrNIS 

1-6 001' 1968 
Copt. J. J. <lD.AID 

7- 30. Sep 1968 
Lt. W. 1. 1tlRA3SE eLI 
Lt. R. vi DODSON 

1-17 Sep 1968 
Lt. vi. 1. SIUTH III 

18-30 SOp 1968 
Lt. 1. 1.l.e Ril YJ.ID lID lV.btor Tc;:msport Officer 

Chaplain 
. 1':M3d.ico.l -Officex' 

Lt. (CHC) B. LOVEJOY, USN 
Lt. (He) ¥J.. B. Nl~OHIC, USN 

C. LO.CATIOH 

1. J3LT 2j:z. 

1-14 Sep 1968 
Lt. J. D. REED, US1J 

15-30 Sep 1968 

n. 1-14 Sep 1968: Dui ILl Pe,ss, Danang; IWN 

b. 15-22 Sep 1968: Opexation in DODGE CITY Aren, i:2UANG 
lLUl PROVINCE, E.VN 

o. 23-30 Sep 1968: Dni Ie Puss, Dunq.ng, RVN 

2. Dekchnent s . ..~ .. ' .. 

Co E, BIIr 2/7 281630H Aug to 091200H Sep 1968 t.o.1st 
!-brine Division (Southern Sector Defense .COlilInnrrl). ' 

" ./ 

()tA ',," ~:,::.: :. 
Co F, BIIr 2/7 281800HA,to 08120011 Sep 1968 to 1.st ¥.orine 
Division (Southcm Sector Defense CO.ITIDJ£lnd). 

--':.~ 

ENCLOSURE ( 1) 
-- - - ---~""'----
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c._ Co G, ELT 2/7 281630H J~ug to 071200I1 Sep 196B--to 1st ", ... ;--_ 
mrine Division (S::H1thern Seotor Defense Co1lIDlc.-:ild)~· -.. ':,~ -:::~ 

-"".' 
d. _ C::J H, B Dr 2/7 281800H inIg' to 1 20800H Sep 1 968 to 

3m. Bn, First "}hri"'1es. 

3. li"ttri,chments 

D. QaiR4GE ~mrr±r1X S'.L'B.ENG'~ 

USMC -. 

Officer:"'--Enlisted , 
59 1461 

1-4 

DECLASSIFIED 

--_ OfficeI' 
, 4 

Enlisted 
63 
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1'11ET II 
. " 

Dt.u:il1g tho period 1,..11 Sc.'Ptcmbor 19)8 BI1l' 2/7 was COlID,littod to 
opera +.ions in tho Dm,nng aroa. 1110 Alll Comrnnrd GrOup, along with 
Company "F" waS tUldcr OPCON of 7th M::lrinos. The]m COIIlIlllll-n post 
wns ost[1blishod at Daira Pass (AT9,9748). Co~ny, "Ell [lnd C:::Jl~,nny 
"Gil .. Jom under O:~CON of the '1ot l'h:ri:nc Divisbn from 1-9 SoptLmbor. 
These t,·;o cO"nwcmics vl0re given tho mission of nugnh.mting thl) defenses 
"Ii thin the South~rn Soctor Defense Comr.!lE·,nd. COillpnny co mba t bosos were 
established in th~ vicinity of Hill #70 (li.T955725) nnd ngg;rosivo doy 
and night putrols \mro c;:mductod to find and destroy cm0my foroGs. 

,At 101.:?45TI SOIltcmbcr o_~ \'Tracker, belonging to t;ho BlIr, hit 
a 50 lb box mine in tho vicinity (1l.T900722) destroying tho wrecker 
and wounding tho driver mil. assistnnt drivor. - T"no ''founded vlore modo
vllcod, ono to the: USS SliNCTUARY Elnd ono to 1'st i~spitQl Cbmpany •. 

Company ''lin ,oms undLr O?CXJN'of tho 3rd 13.. .. ttalion, 1iS.t !h.rims. 
until 120800E ScptOlnbor unO. wes ostnblishod at Hill :jff;O (JI.fJ!886173). 
Bnttory "H", 3rd Battc.lion, 11th l'hrinos wos ostablishod on Hill 
#60 (1~fJ!88673) from 1-18 September and providod direct nrtillcry sup

port to tho BLT. lYbrtnr Battery, 3rd Battalion, Eleventh Ynrinus wns 
estoblishod from 1-12 Spptolilber in the HOA -eLlll Trninipg Contor (AT 
985721) providing diroct artillery support to the BLT. - . 

il.t 071200H September Company !IF" eLme under OPOOH of tho 1 at 
I'hrine Division ani i'lns movc;dto Hill #70 (N19. 55125) • .,hom it r::ltntod 
",ith Compm'lY ItGH \.Jho flaved to :Uai ro Pass (1.T93974e). Company t!E" 

and COlapany IIF" OCiLlO undor OPCON of tho B1T at 091200H Sop·tomber, 
Compnny "Eil lll~ving to Dni Ie Pass (~l.fJ!939748) roplllcing Company "Gil 
who moved to Hill ~ (JiT903718). J~t 120800H Soptoffibor Cor.rpany ''}ill 

roturned to OPCON of the, BIJr and moved to Dai le, PaDS, Company IIE" 
LlOvod to Hill #60 (AT886773.). i~lso [:t 'J 21600H Septembor <furtar 
futtory, 3rd Ik"tt..~,lion, Blovcmth }hrinGs roved fX'.)ffi TIlOA C1J1 ',Vrain
in€; Goritcr (L.T985727), to IIill if22 (1l.T90371S). The t:ctivity of the 
entire D~ curing tho period from 1-11 Soptcmb0r can bost bo described 
es one of. providing nugm-.ntc.tion to tho difonsos of tho Dnrwng VitOl 
1;;:00.. Duril"lg the poriod 12-17 Soptember BLT 2/7 vlUS o.ssignod n TAOR 
(sao TAB C). . 
" L.t 13"1240II September first platoon, Company lIF", whilG on [L SW(:JCp, 

mado c:mt[1.ct nt coordinntes (i.T870735). 1m Qsim1.tod four b five 
enemy fir.~d sLk:.ll arms and· n 13-40 roeket ntmornbers of O.»nIpany "F" 
resulting in five USlli!C Wl.A. First Platoon requestod an 81mm. lVbrtnr 
mission [Lnd then al-lopt tho o.ro[\ and found fighting holos, trenches 
(md. bunkers ani l.Ulc:Jvorcd one OhiCom 60mm Nbrtar, 12X60mm r:ywlds, 
3 ChiCom gr01"k'l.dos, one C£!ntoont ono redio anto:nnnc, and assortod 
inQividud combat gor,r. 

, 
El'fcrosu£8;-(1T--
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O~ tho ,nftorm~n olfEM.I·,&p{jc'm)§~ 1thi.tr±~~;IYrd.~~he Bm",,,,, 
to b~ prG'pnrodto-providoTM~~Q,WClrrv wA-thiI?~aRo hour period as a .IbId 
Bugle tJ 'g!,.into tho DY~~m~tVj~ccP\f...~95'657UJ ffi"5 nssistODnIpOllY "L" 
3/Tthcn !tOe'wily engaged wit..'J. an emmy "Q.11it. On the cvcnil.¥?; of 14 
September-tho Cowp.l\nding Officer of tho ]lJII and tho S-3 Officor were 
s~oned to--Uoiidqunrtors." 7th l:!brinos. wherq 0 verbal ordor-wo.s given 
requesting that two companies and n c:JIll.ll1nnd.'-group proceed t:) tIlo-vicini ty 
of cO:Jrdimtea (1~T9655 70) by he licopter on the morning of 15 September 
to assist 3Ji.\l Bn", 7tli Miriros. Oh 18 s.optember Company "Ell. an! Oompnny 
IIG'" were insoxtod inb the Dodge City f.JJB[J., BlJ:tI rec-x staying at Dni UJ. 
I'nss (.ta939748). 

On 23. Sel)tonbcr tho 0 nti.t'c nIl!. }1..nd rotuxmd to Dn i lo J?ass . -
(~939 748) nnl wns rut gi von ana.x;.ca. of resp~msibili ty. lnatcad, the 
BL'J:' W[l.S ordoxod to bo~proparGclb~dDfond. any part :)f thoDo.l'J[).l'¥j T1l.0R 
f'xQm ollGmy atto.ck or to c :)1.Ll1tCr-o. tto.ck against strol1g enemy foreea uS; 
rcquired. The]rn: formulo.ted 0. serids, of 24 sO}l\ro.tc blo eking and countel.'
nttnck plans-for probnblc nroos tll,at tho enomy'ofould chos.o ns o.n avonu.e 
of approach t6 tho-Dal'lD.l~ vital urea. These plans; included tnnk-info.ntry 
defense, r.c..."\cti:::m t::l crHicnl [iroas on foot, oy vehicle, or by--helicopter. 
At 2.30700Il SL"'Ptember: after 1st Battalion, -26th lYhrines and 1st futtnlion 
7th ])1nrinos -h.'J.d 'boon inforr.'lod. Second Ilatoon (Rein) of Company "'Gil 
v];£\s holiliftcd to Iiill #324 (AT883Jl4.2,.) where it ill.':lintnillGda~ Oli until 
29 September (See TAD a}. Tlie rCIllD.imer of the batta.lion set up u'tro.ining 
progrnm to include ,nIl milii:tnr'J subjects. Orgcmic weapons of the-]lJII 
were fired for io.mil:L..'lXizntion nnd b make technical analysia; of their 
condition for OIlljJbYl1lent iii. combat. fuso; om day WD.s-nlloted to Gach 
company for [\ unit pnrty at Red Bonch. .lJ..t 261354,J1 Septemb~r Company "EU~ 
[lnL Cot:g?o.ny i'Ii" l-lOro trnnsportod in Rough Rider Convoy of 12 I-135-truckato 
Hill #55 (L.T967616) Qnd :) n 2-7 SG'P~omber both cOlllpf!mes pnrticipntcd in 1l 

:)llC cloy sweep- Cl£ the area immediately ar:)und Hill #55 (11T-9676lb) to-ensur,e 
socUJ..'ity for the visit of tho PJros-idont of the Bopuolic of Viotmm to Hill 
#55- (f.Z96 7616) 27l210II SoptOmber. COllpnny ''ll'' spottod 3 IfIll.. hending in 0. 

southvlQstorly directiCln, ostnblishod a fio.sty o.mbwah, ~o.nl killod op..o NVA 
and c011turod UllG pecir Jf binoculars. L.t 26.153011 Qoptcmber an 1if55 truck 
bcLmging t:) tho TILl' hit Q 50 lb b5x mine in the vicinity~o£ (ii.T898720) 
destroying; the truc~ nni vlJunling the drivor nfld assistant driver. The 
iv:)u.na.od woro E1cdeV[Lcod by OJ~1HlY no", 1st Ihttnlbn 7th l'1lrines; ll. 
renction force including Q wmckor, an- ollginoo:c s:woell team, arxi two 
s.qun<1s> fr ~ C;)LWny IIF" dopartod tJ retriove tho truck; however, tho 
truck was t:):) betdly dC1DUgod to be retrieved bo.fore d.ii.rk 0 n 26 September. 
The ru['cct bn fJrce reh,U'ned ::m tho B:)rning of 27 September and pulled the 
vclliclc-bnck to Dai In E2.ss. - - ~, 

On the OVOnl.11i.:( of 28 Soptember tho Eo. ttnl:ibn defemes w.cl.."'G doubled and 
OOI.Ip[llly "G II wnS sot up Cos [\ r(3Qctbn fjrce as a result of an intelligence 
:;"'cI.):)rt £i';:nJ 7th H-:.rines inclico.ting that the 3rd TIn, 31at NifA 1logiment 
lj;)uld o.ttnck Ibi 10 Pa&.s arca. rb c:)ntact d~veloped with the enomy on 
ttu-; t r.ight. 

Lt 300jOOlI Soptember ELT 2/7 commonced :)peration T!J..1IEDEGA CLNYON whon 
Company liEn WJS holilifted t::J lull #,)02 (Jl.T856663)~ lIow ever , landing Wn3. 

impossible bccc.u.sc tho l[lnclin{(zore was in"the c.ontor of n lnrgo, wcJ.I 
fortiflod aroa o.::u -eho holicoptcrs-~ recoived hoo.vy xes is-eo.nco· ,,,hen the y 
triad to In:nd. The holico-,ltors rotuxnc<.l o.nd tho liincling :)f troops-was 
set RnNn0 "dn~''''~1ilc lnn1ing Zorn Englo underwent [\ much moro intense 
o.rt1T!I!II!!"tna. nu Dombnrc.lmont. 
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A. COMBAT MISSIONS ASSIGNED . WJ.SHllCi'Q&, D. C. 10180 
1. During the period from 1-14 September 1968 EIJl 2/7 was 

given the followingmission:~o deploy-forces throughout the 
assigned Tactical Area of .. Responsibility, to provide defenSe of 
the Danane Vi tal Area with emphasis on routes jjf approaCh to -
possible rocket/mortar positions to incJ.ude waten/8Y's, to locate 
and destroy enemy forces, and instf!,l1ationa within tne Tactical 

Area-of Responsibility; to locate and interdict infiltration 
routea into Tactical Area of Responsibility, and to conduct 
surveillance-and recoru~issance within the Tactical Area of 
Responsibili ty. (See Tab C) . '. 

2. During the :period from 15-22 September BLT 2/7 took parl, 
in an operation in the Dodge City Area. The mission was to -fim, 
fix-and destroy all enemy forces, materials, and. fortifications 
in the area. 

3. DUring the period from-23-29 September the ~ was given 
the mission-of being prepared to blockDai I£t Pass and Engineer 
Pass, or establiSh a blocking force in the vicinity of (AT9379) 
with one battalion; Also, the battalion had to be prepared to 
conduct counter attacks in the Danang Area. - -

4. en 30 September the BLT~began Operation Tall~degn-Cnnyon 
in the fherwooa Forest oren to. tJ18 southwest of Daiiang. Its, mission 
]daS to move into the f...reo of OperatiOn, and. cond.uct a-deUberate 
swoep and search-of SherYl.ooo. Forest to capture or destroy all 
enemy forces, lIlEltorial, fortific8tions mId c8ches. 

B. SIGNIFICAl~ OPErui.'l'IONS CONDUC',VED 
'-

1. Oporation in Doo.go City Aroa, Qual':\3' lli.m Province, RVI'J, 
150800R- 22153011. 

4 OpG1~tion Talladega Cbnyon, Qlnng Nam Province, RVN, . 
300900H. 

t!.. CASUALTIES INFLIC'..i.~D ON 'l'fiE EliIEMX AND WE.Al?OND Ol\P':.cURED 

1. ~RSONNElL 

a. NVl1 KIA 69 

b. VO KIA 14 

c._ Dotainees 25 

d. Chiou Hoi 0 

' .. ~~~?;'~ 2- ~,poHS CllPTURED 

a- Oho 60mm MO:t'tar 
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• • UNCLASSIFfrn u 
b. One 1891/30 sniper rifle wi scope 

(,) 

C. ~vlO B(.u@cloro.toJ:'"fledoes, Ll? Sur'flr:Lse firing devioes; 
trip wire tJ])O 

b. 

b, 
c. 
d.. 
e. 
f. 
g. 
11. 
i. 
j. 
k .. 
I, 
m. 
11. 

0118 12. 7mm l'Jund 

011.8 1221Ill!l rocket L10toX 

~\l 0 hundx.ed i:Jr:..47 xou.n:ls 

l'liscel1allo:ms inclividU[tl c:Jlnbnt ge,"',.r 
Nisce11ni12ouB cbtlling L~l'rl wri.fOrIi1S 
.:.s sort cd. c~ okirlg utens ils 
j,s sorJc ad d.ocl;Wl(mts O-lld. li:tlj?S 
L..ssoxted medicines' 
3275 Ibs of xice . 
35 Ibs of c :Jrn 
24XI0c c i:. Jj~:;'L1.l<)s of V. i tamin B-12 
One Hoodol1 boc."t . 
Two If,,", IiILU1Drs£lnl tvlO s.:J.'ih fL:.:;s 
Cne 12, 7 .::.i." Gun s:i. gll t 
On;:) Russic:m 001 gas mn s:..: 
U11G radio (:1.:;:rtGl1DL1 

O~e j)8.ir bil1:.;cu1ars 

D, CLSULLTl.t:]S SUS'J:J ... Il'liiD 
, ••.• 1 . __ -..-.....-_ 

Officer Enlisted 
KL HL.:.E Vi IL NE IDOE ill 1;·fILE v.fLJ:lE 
0 7 0 0 24- ill 26 

2, J[S11 
Officer Enlisted. 

i~ 'ilLJ!: 'iILl.HG NBCG KL~ ,\iIl~ HILKE 
0 0 0 0 0 4 0 
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Nb"'V1 TECHlUQpES .~"i: t}:yu:ily)i::s., , 
..'< .. ',', :~,., -

}bne 'lll"QUARl'l'.RS.: v.,s'~ ?/A:::W;':; :coHPS 
<~. '". m .'·Qf01l. D.,>C. ',203eo 

OO}:JLvi.!J:i[) ll.E.Lil.'dv NS . -=;o.;;;.;= ...... ;;,;;;;;;,_;o;;;;;..,...;;;;,;..,;;;;;~ , .. " ~'<",' ,,', ' 

a. 
b. 
c~, 

d. 
e. 

, 071200H, lissUmod,GFciNt::>, '~/;~~';2/i"~::",;~:;.~::;,' :'~<o>/~:':~~. ' {': , 
071200li Chop'C:lF ,BLT, 2/7, to CG,'F~rgt }k'i.rine,'D;i:::r,tsiDn ' 
991200~I LssUmG~l',UrCUN,:c6~,:'JLT,'2/7," <~,:>".~,;",.,,:';:{ ,;:,., 
09120CT.d i..ssu.'Ilocl GPOvN GoF,. B1T2/7.. ),":'~; -: )).;~'; .'. 
120800li J.ssumcd' uPCVN,QoII,; B1,~ 2/7 \ ',,:c' , ' ,::,.;;:;.:~~';'~:~ . ':'" 

. , ,'~ ,:; " ' .. ':, .' . ~ '. ':f.~: 
~ . \, , ( .' '," , !, ,C • '.'.'/;':~: 

~ ... ' 
: !:,., ~.;~, 

:g; Q.Uli~1Elr.l! 
il: 

Equipmon~ tuxncd into FSR· i,ox: ropn,~sq.uril1g:tq.o np.iith"., 
of'~cpt()t,lbcr consisted. of:, two, 8;1r.U-;1·'N'?~t~r :tuJ5(i~1~',~f.~o ;"J. 
f£o.nks, fiye lfl-60 lVhchincguns,twolYI-79'Grom'cleltt'lji1'g1:let,~~' •.• 
and., tl1rdd'"':LVT t s •. i.ll itorns ~I,OI'C repD.¥¥Cf1~lJil-:- 'r6tt:i:f#U t¥.; 

• ,. ~ t~t~~~i~q~~ pnit .. , '.~.:~ ;<~ :':'>:?{\~; ;.,:,7:',!i" ",1)~ 
H.. LuGISTICS ' '1,:', , 

1. Genernl 

Logistic supp:::.rt was pr::lvidod by ::lrganic nnd G~ ttnchod 
supp::lrting units while th 0 TILT was. ompbyod in itl:{ilssigned 
Til.liR. illl of tho f8110wing 'i terlls wero ::1C co mp li shod during th 0 

1-14 Septomber 1968: ' , 

0.. L.llprovou f:Jrtific{l positi8ns, fighting "holes 9 lind bUnkers. 
b. Oporatod fiolel moss supporting all corrrpcmiGs with at least 

twJ h:Jt mods pur- day. " ' 
c. Sot up n sh::nJGr illlit '-It thoBLT Q)~nc~ P8St.," 
d. Irapr8vcd oll living fncilities. ",' . " 
e. 'Constructed now GuC; bunkor,drq,i$ge pits~"hbc:la;$. 

, '. ',. " . "." .', ,,,.> :( 

2. .I!'or the pCJ.'iocl of15"':'22SeptGIribor196f3;tlic',b~ttai:Gn 1-1o.S com
mitted ~n opcmtion, iri. thcD0:DGE eEl'Y ilxcn vlith L9'~stic 3Uj?-

port bou1{j provided by 7thl'.tl.rmc l~;giiucnt.. 1.11,olc, SSGs::Jf ' 

s1.A.pplios WOl"G' furnisho,d by tho s uppor:t;1.iJg Uriitwith; exoeption 
::Jf' Cl[LSS IV ,;hich wns prJvidocl byo1go.mc sUpply. 11. Bo.ttulion. 
sizo 'LSi. -vlD.S Gstnhlishod at Hill #55 nt c::Jordimtos. (Ll'971621) 
bring ::'pGra ted by liST purs:,lIwol with I'G"fl.J:'GSentutiv'!3s fr.Jll the 
i::Jllowing scct:bns; 8-1. Soct:bn, . Supply 8cct:bn,' 1:.,r.i"ino Technicinn, 
urdmnco ScCti;::Jl'l9£:llii. c CO:r::h'Ullll.icnti::JDs:C;:;ntnct 'Toni; 

--II a,' 

",' 

',' 

'~,< ---.. -. 
, , EN1WSUTiS (1,) '. 
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!X!tII!'IJ)/RIt'IWD1]CED FROM RECORD~0! t'!S\'~rf~ r, ____ ~ .~H . .;L["h.hh tLv 
DIVI;::;!O:N OJ)' PlIST,)C:Y AliD MUS:~UMS. - . 

.... ~~it?.tEE.:s; U. ',Ejl.;,JlMJ. 991l1J j Jllld'"· 

3. Dur~fP~~!ldJ)~fG~ ·1t'olm\fr~~968 .t:>'Jb SeptombGr 
1966 the bn ttali::m WQS, TIJ:)vcd b . its c:Jmh.'1 t base [\ t Dai 
10 '·Pass. logistic s~JPort 'ivas"pr'::lvided by Qrgcnic Qnd 
attcChod SUPPQrting ill1its • .' "1111. equiplilcnt \iaS given Q 

Lind ted Technionl Inspection nfter the op emi.t ion, and 
preparations. were a'1de for future employment of the BDT. 

D. Tr.msportnti:::m f::>r the BLT viES pr:Jvidcd by :)rgnnic vehicles 
and US signed h eliroptor supportil1g units. 

0' 

• 
b. l'hintoronco::>11 all vehicles \Vi~s pcrf::mnecl durinIS' this period 

to kCGp vehicles inn ready status •. 

e. 1~ !1-543 .Ll2 \'lroclcor [lnd nn l\:f-35 Truck wore dcstr::>yod by enomy 
action. Tho wrocker was immediately replaced by the Force 
IDgistics C::)!Ilmnnd, Dnoong, RVN. 

['.~ During tho poriod cc>verGd by this rop:)rt tho f::lllowing itoms 
wGn'o ~i'f londed from Clssigned 1lRG shipping •. 

Six ¥r35 Trucks, throe ~1050k2 trcilors, two I~107-A1 water 
trcilors, one H .. 543-A2 wrecker, and one 6onorntor. 

b. n1C BLr Executivo ufficer and TILT Emparknti~n ufficer visited 
cssignodilHG ship£jing t::J insure thct·living·nnd vi::>rking c::Jndi
tb ns waXe:adeq Ut. tee· 

c. -Locding plnns for .. tlw..UI::iS UGDElJ LPD-5 end USS IVA,/J:J'"TlCE.Ll;.; LSD-35 
c::lTIlplotocl during this porbd. 

", 

d. Ilbchf1.nized iTImborlmti::m Dnto System c;nstantly being w::lrkad ::>n 
,to..,'\lp',<k'lto,nnd improve Embnrlm tbn ccpnbillitics of TILT 2/7. 

Ib -significant Civic Mtbn waS tnkon by tho BLT during this 
rQPortil'18 porbd; m Civic •. ction pr::.>jectsw.ero l.nitio.toa. or com..,. 
plotod.Tl1c:13ill W£!S .0POvN t::l 7th I"hrincs ~:.nd 1st ¥.t'.rino Divisbn 
during the ID.mfu ::If September end was roved fr::lITI ::lllO JiO 't::> an::ithor 
end "laS u1'1':\olo to beast£! blishod ,in Q n nro[1. l~ng omugh to establish 
n progro.m jf Civic Act:io~' 

. 1~1Qi 
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. UNCtASS;~'lEt: ,: : . ;,.:', 
J:ftUe!'DIRiP~ODyqEp~ PROM' RECOIDe'·. 

DIV~SIOlf'C~;, ~ns'~:~'~l~Y ii,,:.""" ''';'';:'''IU':;: , .~ - . ;" j._J., :,UlIw '\:~ 

"IAI)QUiikrtRS, u. s. MARIU~ CORPI .i~\' 

J. LWNllUS'i:Ril:I:roU 

IQIRI.I.~ D. c. 10180 
1. Awards "\" 

~o., Bronze sto.rs 

1\unbor Qr NJPS [lnd, Cour:,~cd during September 
.1 . 

Five, lfJP I s No Court s 

3. PClsto.l 

No problolil vlithmail dQlivery during month of SGptoinbor. 
Pncko.ges "lere kept in th(J r08r until troops 1:'Gturned fr::Jm 
operE tions [md tbon 1,101'8 distributed. 

There vlOre 123 R&R g,uotns distribute'll during September. 

5. Promotions 

Rogiilnr 
171t 5 

Meritorious 

SSgt 3 Cp11, 
Cpl 113 LCpl 3 

,LCpl 85 
PFC 8 

• .' .;. !-' ~ 

6. Pay 'and L,ii~vJanc os 

P<..:y call was hold once during tho month of SeptOJIlber for the 
entii'e. COIrlJi"k,nd. 

Ships I st';)re providcod n,mplc· exchange i tenl[). Personnel from 
BLT 2/7 made runs to the Fr",edom liill Exchango 0 n a daily basis. 
'vlhEe :in the field, health [lnd c::)]rfort items ,vere Elvailaole 
from S1U1o.ry Pncks distributed on. n regular basis. 

~< : •• 

~ 
. ENOLO SURE (1) 

"" -~------'="-- --= --~ . .,..-" ".-
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~. lJ,'. Hlu L::.ssos ------.-.--
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~ 137 

SL911 .01£ 0 
El1l 1 

!§HQ Yi!. 8 

~.@- 165 

.1TE1! Pl£. 1 
~l1l 11 

, 

1"P.O!.; r:ZCORDS OJ' 

j'~<0 :.::..r~:~:U.\(S 

l.:Aiuu!:~lii 
aoaao . 

8 
67 

1 

4 

9'~ .~~,t;.i :)ll~rvi9..9"§' 

&ove.l. l':l.·;)tGst,.~~1.~~ ~(;rvioes \-IGJXJ c:;nductecl ;h.th 393 
Ll ut'GOj.1d(.ECC. l!1.ve c.:,tholic ;.;;GrviC0S tiGre.:; o:Jlld-
1.1.cted ui tll 130 }?reso::'1t. 
~ .. ,rG0 Lcmo:c:L,l :Je1.'vice s .1·lGrG c ,:;.lJuctec1 ivi 'bll 1, 011 

." .~ 1):"'13S8~lt. 

... 

i:Si...::.d;G.~:n ..LLlOriccm Red C,r':),s.'5 ""888,,.; ... :':)8 ue:co h,:.1d L:.d • 
. ': . " 

' .. 
'4'~1.(; Q;;~I;L~i~1·ile1G. 76 1)8l'80.1...1 c::r:;:ncelil:C L1.teJ.."";'icHrs, 

}i115ieil"C$ i~ i:;~,'hl SUJ!)):Jr'~ •. ctivity hos~)H,.l, First 
"~~)G})itul.". G;)m;>c\~1.;T C'.i.m 1j';;Jl:).Lllli'011 Hero visited iledcly. 

J.J:1e jJrig\ .. de C:IClj}l..',iil visLeu tLis O:)l::.f!1i.:no. 26-- 8GP 1S·68i 
First .0ivlsi::JIl.Cl1i..1~.LiLl visited d1Lc " c01obr;:t'o<.'" li:-:~s 
29-S~i;. 68. Tho li':irst· Div:isLx!l:"nID Phibx::m stcl.f.· pX:JVi.dcd 

. £t..~h.~lic c;)v.;lr~G'o focr: tJOO .illE'. 

. .. 
'Ji'.8 IL.;j ,\,i[lschvided LTtJ iilreo sooti:.ll1.s dc':ci~lb' the lIiJiltil 
;:;i' ;3e-.;/~en~x,r. V~10 scctbn HLS \'ii'!:;~l t:,.~e CP cd; Dai It. Fuss 
C "10:. '::;'IG. S~9J 119-. :r",r:l£'.i ned ;) 1'1 tho TJSS T:R.It-ulI. .1., th L:u sec-
1:.i;).1 \i.:\o ~~'i; ~~ill \/:70 from 1 l;lf,i;_tember )0;0 11 oc)'cember 

-'ENCLSOu ... iE (1) 
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and at Hill #22 Lrom 11 September to 1<8 September. Ther<;! were 
131 ;OD. tients were secn D. t Hill #70 and Hill #22, . 
n:::me of .,,'hich ,"JeI'G C:lfllbo.t cesll.£llties, 636 pu ticnts 
'''Gre SCG:1 at Dni Ie Foss, "lith only ~me Comb(Lt C2. sualty 
seen. 'ihe Bj.S on the USS TRIPOLI treated 233 routine 
patients. j.\ totfJl of 79 Medev£lcSo ,"181'e received, of whiJh 
10 \·JGJ:'e c:::;mb;:: t C[~ sua 1 ties. There ,,10m fuur peX's::mne I from the 
Batt.nlion who 'wOr~ 'h:)spikHz(3d with Sor).lb Typhus •. Preventive 
IQGnsuras consisting of using insect repellent on ex~pos0d 
skin {,nd BaDl1Gnt openings vlere recomr.Kmded. No 0 ther 
p 8culicl.r medic~ll pro bler:1S \~el'e enccmntercd. 

B. D.ontol 

DOj,1tal }!ctients \lel"o trec:ted by the Dente.! Department on 
the USS' TRll'O LL No peouliar dental prob lems we:rG on
cquntered. 

, t. 

;'If'Y': .• "" . 
,"~~ c. So,nitLl,tion 

~. . ,-par 

SLl,~i'(;ntion on the USS TRIPOLI was hn.ndled by the ship's 
,l<~'Hedi(k'11 Dopcrtment. rro unusuc.~l sL:nitation problems vlel"G 

~nct)~mtered. Ho SQllitC. tio n pro b10ms 1vere encolU1tered 
I11/III'.-' <io 

", cl"C Hill #70 or ut Hill #22. ll.t Dui La Pass, the s[mi-
to tbn problems consisted ~f il1ndequc to lind overcrovded 
billeting' areas nna. [1.n insufficient nui.;ilier of uxinnls for 
the numb er of l)erSonnel gnr:cisOnLxl. there. 

No hiillCi.\P' services we1:erenderodduri,ng tho month of 
September •. 

1. For operationnlp.eri:;..d 15-22 59}) 1.968,8ee .. TA'BJ4. > 

2. Priol.' to being committed to the DODGE CITY"nrea enemy 
nctivity in BLT 2/7 16 '1'11ilR .wns very smull., Indica
tions vlere th[tt the enemy would attack the Daroll€; 
o.rc!1, •. 'TIle E.mffiy did not incr8i1se his activities in 
BLT2/7 I s 'l:liOR and with the light encounters showed 
tlwt he wouldoontinue to be evasive.; No identification 
or ·determi::~o.ti~n of the enemy' sco~oS:i,tio 11 could be mde 
r.8r were thcn'e ~~ny indicc.tions thc~t the enemy would do 
m:n'8 tl1e.n c8ntinue his hc,rrc.ssing tactics against friendlies 
in the area. 

' .. 
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FQr the nnnth of September 1968 communiCQtions "Jere GOod. 
ii.ll redios used in the COO \-18:ce remotoo Cind 011 cOIlum.mica
tion wiring i'I£'.8 [\ccomplished using 5 pr.:i.rcl1ble~. The Bat
tnlion received 3 of the new i£ 2236 directional unt·8lU1£l.S 
and they hC.V8 in-VI'Oved G~mmunica tionsn.rlaxliy ",hen lilElH .. 
euver elcmen-ts were locnted nt [t distance from the CP. 
No frequency o...1-1£\1">6'OS \-le:;"8 necessnry. PRC-2~ls. are used on 
ull nets 'vi th the eACer tio n of the SLF T .. ~C Wet which utilizes 
[l lVJRC-109 for the higher pOHor output. Cypher capcbili ty 
with ReG:lJllont and Divisi:)Il is llk'1intcdned using D. KY-8, Rr-
524 oombirotion. 

~!e[lther for the rGPortin(~ peri:Jd showed an inerense in 
precipitation, out the weather had no nGiverse effects on 
tro OJ) movements. 

o. FIRE saPPOro: 

1. For the perbd 1-14 Septmilber 1968, fire support was 
udeCJ.1X<te 0.00 responsive 'b the needs of the BLT. In 
&dchtion tel 11m 2/7's organic 8VIll!l .NDrtar Platoon nnd 
two ntto:ched <1xtillery batteries, 107mm 1'"brtnr Bott.ery, 
3rd Bn, 11th !b.rines, und Hotel Battery, 3m Bn, 11th 
l'.arines, fire su;:;port was [1.vailnble frOlll Golf Battery, 
3rd .Bn, 11th lihrines. From 1-14 September 3968, artil
lery support consisted of 19 observed. missi::lns, 1 l.U1-

observed mission, 5 regist:t'C':.tion nrissi::nw, and. 91 II&! 
missions. i~ t:Jtal of 763 .EE, 27 vIP, and 15 illuminn .. 
tbn rounds were o..--cpcnded f::u- c.~ g:r:c.nd btal '0£ 805 rounds 
fired. R&I fires \'le~'e delivered all Greos of known enemy 
activity unO. in respo::1SG to, intelli(:ence informntbn 
passed from higher echelons. 

2. For t1"-e BIll' o-p8ration in the DODGlJ CITY f.J.:oo 15-22 Sep 
1968 see TLB L. 
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For the period 23-29 September 1.968 fire support ~as ::(~;~. 
responsive and ndequn te to the needs of the B.L':C. In 
addi tLn to BIll' 2/7 1 s orgnnic 81IDlll l"'.ortar Platoon and 
tvlOatt£lched nrtillery Batteries, Ynrtar Battery, 3rd 
En, 11 th I'hrines, and Hotel BatterY,3rd Bn, 11th l"hrinos 
fir0 support was availnble from Golf Battery, 3rd 13n, 
11th l1urine.s. A 130. ttery, 811 , Field Art illery Group. 
From: 23-29 September 1968, artiller;;r support c::ll1sisted 
of 16 observed mission~, 24 umbserved missions, 2 
registrL1tion missions, aM 323 H&I missions. 1.1. total 
of 2,219 HE, 'H5 -ViP, and 98 illumination rounds were 
e..."'{pended for a grcnd total of 2,432 rounds fired.. H&I 
fires were cielivered on areas of known enenw activity 
ahd in response to' intelligence infornation passed f.rom . 
higher echelons. l'bvo.l gunfixe support was provided by 
the destroyer USS RICH, which fired one observed.mission 
using 2 HE, and 8 \.JP rounds for a tota 1 of 10-5" 38 
rounds eJO}ended. 

On 30 Sep 1968, BLT 2/7 commenoed Opcratbn TA1LED:sG.A 
C1J:'1YON. 'l:l1o fire s'llpport on th,:.t day was o.dequnte and 
responsive to the needs 0 f the B.IJJ:. In add i tion to 
Bill 2/7 t s 0 rganic 81llllll lYb rt a r P 1a to 0 n and two a tta ched 
batteries, I>hrtar.' Bnttery, 3rd Bn, 11th li\rines, und 
lbtel Enttery, 4th En, 11th hUines, tind '/llpha Battery, 
8", :i!leld Artillery Group. On 30 September 1968 t arlil-
10:l'Y sup;.ort consisted of 5 observed miSsionS',. 2 un
o15served miBsions,. 2 .registration missions, and 406 1-I&I 
lli:issib'ns.: Ii.. tolilV'of<.60Z·m'and·.,2}\ilP were:.expended for 
ti'·g;t'and,tot8.J..of625. rounds'fir.Gc4" - H&I fires.:.W.areLdeli vered 
o·ninrea:sof lfu6\'Jn~hemy 'activity,aue!> iln,respohse:~ to:: intel- . 
~J..igerrc fa · .. info rI:lc.'1 t io i1' p~e. ss:ed' fnm . p.igh er,e chelbfTs~ ~<'.:;. 

:'; , '" _.: I '. 
"'j . ~'. ',' 

.iiI .i:i STjl?~ ,':' ,,0 

~ " 
'- .... 

1. T'il.·Cl? ftinctio:q.s for.per:iod). 01:,'1-,-14 .Septeniber" \fe:m,cjoruiucted 
by the} Commarul :Group . .op~r<i :ting from Hill j #7Q ,(j~955 725) 
tmeL were rOll tme. 'c::ms~isting';6f resupplyk me.devac'imd:uld
miJ.l.i.st.tQ'ti 'i.e he~icop ter fliglitts,:from~, HNH·.:,;l65 , off. of the 
USS.TRIPOLL .... NO:.'fiXed 'i-lihg,.:SUpp.0.:t'.:J;was':.reCJ!ues:t.e.d or.\·:;. 
oontrolled d1.L.."'ihg'~.this·p~;yriod •. ~. :'}~"}:.' .:,,:.y:: (:"( :~./,,::. 
'>: _, _<_ , . i .:.", I' . "~ : .~.~:'" ~ :C;'-~:<'~ t.': ;j 11 '::<~ :;;:; ':~\'i. ' .. -J. ':'t L 

2..l!'i:Dffi the. p.erioid. 15~22 Sept'e!1lb,erwb.~.A;tbe,B;L~~ ,W~',S;~OJlL D.:ll\ 
opertrtion:. ;Ln:: tlie~ JX)D.(;.'E" ClT:;(jir,eq" ;.i;iee;, ~LJ3;·.A..·./,.;.: .:,;;, :C:, ;'. 

:"t ) 
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Q. TRi~INING' 

Du~ toaperdio nn1 corilmi t~en,t,s: i"l1:rough t.,."e m:Jnt~'L0f, Septe!lJb~r 
,'19Cf1" ,~hE: ,foll;0:l!il~b' t~~in.ipg ,w,o~, -i:!c9?mp1i~~, {., ':&:I.'~' 'l-b.r.ine ' 

···<~i~~~~~~1~~~~;~j1c"jI~B'':;J;~~I"{~~r i 
,: , ,',TQriY~'Illfantry Coo.r:ui.nn tJ.o,n " " , ' , '" ,; '!--' ':, :',1 

, • to ~ • .,;y/ ~_.. .' ..•. ·.'1"·_"L'''.~!,''~ •••• \~ '.' '..' ~r', ."0;'- •• "~ .t,~_ •.• ,,~{ 

, )', ;,~:r4uct 'of. 9;percl'tiDpal'Sw~s,' ',,, ,,' " " • - ,,1 
,j' ',~lil'''19'P':tent!-de. ,Lcun,ch.cF, "" .. ' " ,'~;fz 

: 1~:60 Nachil1'eGun,,-',<'-~~" :"_~:,~",<':'~1 
iYlil'le s () nd 'Bco b y' Trq) s ' ,c ,'. 1 
H':26 Hand, Grem-de ,-.: ":,,,t· 1

, 

';Fi~id Firing " ' " , "2 
." :,')jure clnd' ,'Ciooni'ng of 'fO, .'~ieap~:r1S <" ' " ,':' '3 

" ';fu aie :E':rO oed tire' " "" ,', ~ 

,Field, So,ni.ti\ '!;ion , ' " 1 
Fi:tst (\nd Biidd.~i Aid ,"):, -L, 

TO~l~L' ,:, '15, 
, ;,.-

,b.- ':BLI: 2/7 pro~ded. RV¥ orifmtatio~ind'o-ct.J::ina tio~ traini~ 
, for 4 1i.hrine Officers, 5.5r-'i~rine' E):tliste~,1 Naval Of~~cer 
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TAB.Ai Combat iuter Mtion R3j?ort (Operation IlCDGE OITY.A:rea 
15-22 S::rptember 1968)~ . 

12. T.i:1B B: Jwtivities of I~dl1f:':-;2C(;.'d l~latoon InBert 

)3. TiiB 0, 0verlay of T!~OR ~-14 September 1968.(;'1//1' J 
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HEADQUARTERS 
Task Group 79.5 (TG 79.5)· 

FPO San Francisco 96602 

• 
'3/ CI1.Jl/mjl 
5750 
26 November 1968 

? .NOFORN (D01.rngrade to unclassified upon removal of Enclosure (1) ) 

From: Commander 
To: Distribution List (September Command Chronology) 

Subj: After Action Report, September Command Chronology; forwarding of ,. 

Ref: (a) Para (J), Cover letter to BLT 2/7 September Command Chronology 

Encl: (1) Combat After Action Report (DODGE CITY AREA). 
Copy I. of qo 

10 In accordance with the information stated in reference (a), enclosure (1) 
is forwarded for inclusion to CTG 79.5's September Command ChronologYG 

By direction 
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• : !IIEADQU.ART.~DQUART':::i'~;::;, ~. s. ~itA':Ul~"; COlU'S 

2nd &t:.talion~ 7tJltlilltllt'0I, D. C. 20380 
9th Marine Amphi'Qieqs· Brigade,. ,,-' '.: . -. . ." .'., 

FPO San Fl'8nciscoo ~a~¥ornia; 96602 

'~nding orr1~er 
~mer Task c;,.oup 7905 

2.. Bn. fth Marines 

'-./og No.O 0 18 9 - 68 
~bat After Action ~~t (DODGE CIT! ABEl) 

;opy No._--,-_Q! 
(a) CTG 79.5 Opal'ation Plan 120A.c67 
(b) Map & AMS. Vietnam 1g500000 Ser1e~ L7014 Sheet 6640 IV 

(1) Overlay of area !Of opera:tions o DODGE CITY AREA 

1. 0 OPERATION DODGE CITY .AREA. 

2'" Date am Looat1ong 

ai. DCIDGE CITY AREA.f) QUANG NAM PROVINCE 0, RVN began on 15 September 1968 
am termiDll ted on 22 September 1968~' 

b o The Operation executed undet. OPCON of t.M> SEVENTH MARINES ~ 

J •. ~nd Head~terSg .15080OH = 221530HSeVe:athJvla.r~ Jaagiill,em· Combat " 
Base Eil1;~5' . Jtl9(i16t.6!)~~ 155 .' ' .. 

4; Ta§k, 9tga~zation 

ELT 211 

Intell"min CJbmmani1ng Offi~el" appointed by 
C~nd1ng Officero 7th Marines 

Det o Hq Bno 1st Mar Div 
Det.o Hq Coo 7th lfar 
Deto Btw,y H (Ilein) 0 3:ro &0 11th Mar 
D8to Comm Plat Hq COD 7th Mar 
2nd Plat (Rein~ 0 Co CD 1st Engr En 
Det 0 ISU 0 For Log Cmd 
Det /) Co 0,0 1st SP Bn 
2nct~.~~,co Ao 1st MT En 

, 
.. \ 
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LtCol" Lo Eo WATSON 
1=19 Sep 1968 

ue~lo Go Fo BUNNELL JR 
20",,21 Sap 1968 

LtC©lo N oAo NElSON 
.~i~ Ssp 1968 ~ 

Capto Ro Ro WEIPOTT 
15=19 Sep 1968 

1st Lte J 0 HoHAISEY II 
20=22 Sep i1968 
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D$t o HaS. Co 
. FAc Tea 

FO 'lmo 81MM Mortar Plat 
NGY Spot Tm 

]}et" Bboy Hp (Rein) 9 3rd Eno l1tl) ~ ~. 
Tmo 2nd' ~Jlat (Rein) 9 CO 0:0 1st ~ Bh 
HST '!\no l)et CO -@;o 1st SF Bn -

~ F (Reinl 

~F' 
net·" H&S C@ 

FAC 'l\n 1 

. FO nne 81t1M MOrtar Plat 
NGF' Spat Tm 

Det o Bboy H (Rein) f 3rd Eno 11th Mar 
'!'m o 2nd Plat (RM.nJ I) q, <:0 1st Engr En 
BST 'I'm!) Bet CO 'e;, 1st- SF- Bn . 

Goo G (Rein) 
, 

Oo·f:r 
D.t~ H&S Go 

FAC Tm 
EO Tm." 81MM Mortar Plat 

Det o Btry Hi (&lin) ~ 3rd ~9 11th Mar 
'Jlm" .2nd Plat (Reinl I) C$rCa. 1st ~ Bn 
HST Tmo Det 2m Plato Co 'G;'o 1st .SP En 

~ReW 

~H 
D.t" H&S Co 
. FO '!\no 81MM Mortar PlAtt 

1,)~to. Bt1i"y H (Re1:f'!l) 0 3rd Bno ifth Mar 
Tm 2m PlRt :Co-'C 'tst--SPBn 

" . ,." .. , __ , I).~, I) -- --

Bm H (ReinL W lIDo 11th Mar' 
. / 

M@1rtar Btu· (Rein) p 3m En' 11th :Mar 

81MM Mli?ftar Plat / 
.' I 

W PDt" Go B" ,1st Tank Bn 

lstLte G~ W,,- HUMPHREY 
1S ... i8 Sep 1968 

,Capt. R ". R" WEWOTT 
. j19=22 Sept968 

"'.' 

Capt 0 I. V .. LATORRE . 

Gapt .. T" p" E. HOlM 

Ce.pt~ J 0 J 0 JAMES 

Capt:~i Je' P .. RIORDAN 

istLto D. J 0 MCMAHON 

lstLto- M. Eo HASTINGS 
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5. Int,nige~ ... 

a 0 EM1!N Strength Prior to the dperat1qfJ. was undeterm1ned o Initial 
repOE'ts recoi:wed indicated that units of 3r:4 latta,lionD 7thMar>~s had 
ucla heavy contact with. an unknown but si~$ablfl e~ flOlircs in th~ .• Dodge 
@ity J\toea o ' ....;, .... , ". . • . " . 

b.. .§nemyStre.th g m,ss1w)'aM Tigt1@&! Dpripg the Operation .. -~:mtr. 
t®1l'cesreported to ~. in area of operation wer~' the 11tho i2t~ ,alild 13th 
~©mpanies f'l"<llII1 GoO\lp 44 Headquartelr~~slta;~iO'Ji O:t'~l;i~j , 
other emlmy _'junta reported were elem.ents of the 31st g 36th and 38th NVA 
RegimrS1l1ts o fi>an th, 308 l?1rlsion also a part 'fJf Group 440 Sepa.rats 
Canpam.ltls from Grqup 44 were used primarily t~ transp.Qlft rice obtained 
fiW! isolated v:Uli.gils to other enemy unitso . 'RePOl"ts stated that these 
unit~ were ~omposed of' men who were not r:lll1' for oombato . oth81" enemy:.' , 
fOl'Ces in the area were infantry units having the mission r&lf ~an'Ying 
root crontel" sweep operations against American. tf,nd Vietnall19S6 flOl"~es 
operating in tnli'i area., Enemy forces in the alf'ea had been able to build 
substantial bunkers o trenche~ and fighting ,ho18s,o ~e t© the _ fortifieq 
posiU>~ns thE'l enemy eften qp~Sle t@ maln: his emplacements and wait f~ . 
FWMAF sWe~p fwoes am at very ~lose r,ange o employ small armso automatic 
W@lap®l'"~o am 'rooket fhoe in an effort to infliot maximum casualties IOn i 

FWMAF forCE!! so, S~per fire was alsl\) used in· an effort til) hamper movement 
of fiiendly urat~.that ~C01J!.e impaled in his defenses" ~ahappeared 
high M d.aM~rat~;i·' by' h:l!.a .8iJt iff" :.*~§AnOO· on 18~2D September even 
th~, newa.s under heavy enemy fire D art1ller,r and air a;ttacko Two , 
NV'A pr.gal'Jda banners were captm>eci frW! a Bunker Complex the insoript~· ,; 
iO:tlls reflect~ Fide in their unit aM "!G8.USS"" Interrogation reports : 
-~c.eived stated ·t....hat... ~ ':m.en"Wfid ""1iUle-foM~~@i als61 -stater! that f 

. .. 

theh training had not been ad'equab f01.r' combat situations o and the POW~s 
believed man;y men would Cnieu Hoi if thet·~mt~~:j;~ @~:~1 ~he 
elllelV had (J} radios and <oocadona~ employed these to monit~ ARVll - L • 

@t'l!I'lrmlInicaUonSo'lhe 2M Bno 36th NVA Regiment' .~~@dt:;-~~~Om &; 63 
WIAG s fI"(I!!J. encounter with this BLT ,on, 18=20 Oct 68 0 POWs al:¥©ll'eport"'! 
ed that an additional 10~ of th~t unit were non effective due to Malaria 
a~ ~J:tel" ~looie$o 

. , 
@ 0 knd.nQ The t~1"ra1n in the ar~a of oPftrations was charaoterized bJ' 

lowlarrl ~ consisting primarUy ~r and umer rice cultivationo both 
flooded and dry.. Shrubs am treelines running parallel with villages 
dominated the area~ ~erra1n limited vehicular mobility t© tracked . 
veble:les oll2yc " 

do Weat~o The weather had no adverse effeCJt on thst'I!;):pQr,g!;1~~b~ doo ·t·o :j.n..:. 
tens~ heat~movem.nt of troops was often slowed ~o prewentheat cas= 
'il!alties" Ahe weather was pred.mttinately hOt and S1l.!LWV with a low GV'erc:> 
ca~t during early morning hOUlt"s., 

=3= 

DECLASSIFIED 

, ., 



DECLASSIFIED 

&0 .t..~ 

On the evening of. 14 September 1968 the BLT wa$ wdered to prepare 
two companies fw inselftion into an opera.tion in th@l DIDGE' CITY area at 
first light on 15 September to assist a Ta'$l!i: F@f'~s ©If thil 51st ARVN 
Regiment re1nf@Jl"ced wi:tJl} a. RangeJt' grOlllp and the Jro Battalion 7th Marines 
who WElr~ in haavy contact a sizeab18 enmuy fwrce o Compan;y "FIl8 and 
Compar.w "E" with a small command group ccmstitued the forc$ to be employed .. 
The m.T (=) was inserted at f'il"st light on 15 Septembe:r> into the south@lll"ll 
p01"Uon of the DODGE CITY area in vicinity AT 948567 and ~{>. AT 949561<> After 
landing the m.T (=) con:iucted a SW18SP operation west to an area at vicinity 
of AT 957557 where the BLT (=) established night defensive positions. At 
~t light on 16 September the BLT (=) began a :sweep to an area at 
vicinity of AT 960526 and held that position until the 3rd Battalion 0 7th 
Marines made physical contact with the BLT (=) 0 Both organizations then 
swept towards the southeasto establishing night defensive positions in the 
vicinity of AT 9655190 On the morning of 17 S((!Iptember the. BLT (=) erlen::led 
its positien to vicinity of Ai 960556 and fram that position a two 
battalion sweep was launched with the 3rd Eattalion g 7th Marines IOn the 
left and the ELT (=) on the righte That afternoon the BLT was ordered along 
with Jrd BattalioDo 7th Marines to move to an assembly area on Liberty 
Road at vicinity of ~oordinates AT 968585. Upon arrival at the assembly 
area the BLT Commander and S=3 Officer were ordered to report to Commanding 
orrieerg?th Marines to recieve further ordarse The result of this meeting 
was that BLT 2/7 am 3rd B'attal.iono 7th Marines were to set in for the 
night at vicinity coordinates AT 9735770 On the foUowing morningo 18 Sepo 
Jrd &ttaliolllo 7th MaFine:s was to be withdl"awn and retUl"ned to its Canbat 
Base whi1e Coopanies "E" am "Gn of BLT 2/7 and .eommand group augmentation 
were to be inserted. At first light on 1he ml1l"rdng of 18 September ihe planned 
events took place with the simultaneous helicopter withd~awl of 3rd EnD 7th 
Marines and the helicopter insert of BLT 2/7 unitso The lifts were concluded 
at approximately 1000~ am the BLT ClOll'lmenced a sweep east",scutheast with 
three companies up am one in reserveo The missi.on assigned was to corrluct 
sweeps to fimo fix and destroy .the enemy in the area. of' operations. The 
only certain information at this time was that ARVN foroes of the 51st ARVN 
Regiment (Rein) Task FDrcalwere in heavy contact with a "larg@" NVA force 
n6r.th of the ELT AO o in Gtoids AT 5998 and 5898. At 1430 the B,tT was ordered 
to establish defensive positions and accept resupplyo Upon ~ompletion of 
l"esupplyo BLT was to continue attack to phase line TangeriMo 9pon reaching 
phase line Tangeri~ the ELT was to establish lot plooking position along 
phase line Tangerine", At 1830 the BLT eanmenced .to SWeep towardsth~$e line 
Tangel"ineo :Que to an l~rge water barrier e.l'J(3OOntered after duk orders were 
changed se tb.at Canpal\Y "Gn moved to ani set up a defensive position on 
phase line Tangerine and Companies "E" 0 "F" ~ am "Hn am the Commam Group 
established defensive positions in vicinity AT9855790 
~.~ first light on 19 September BLT conti:rmed the attack to phase line 
't~o At about 0730 Canparty "E" encountered an NVA squad. ,killing fOOl" 
in a heavy tree :line vicinity AT 974576 9 By 0940 .all Cliompames were en phase 
line Tangerine establishing position~~oaccept l'!8S'Ulpplyo Compa;g ";" MoVed 
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small unih forward to establish OP~ i?J to U~. ,front rof BLT defensive 
pO$itionso These OP~s were to be established ~1ond a tree line about, 250 
meters to the BLT fronto This ~~be . line, plC(i\rered'~ee forths' of' the BJ',.T 
fioont and WSI$ enaractEirized. t&. trees! io: t@ ."20 feet -in height 0 iQica ttered 
C:ll'W'll.ps of' balllMna trees o eleph ___ lt· gra.ss''''\nrl th;l.ck un;iargrGWth leading to and 
in the ixmrladiate vioinity of the tree lins.o When. the Pp& s am. their security 
reached iii. position about 1, meters from ·the tree line they GM'l.e 'lunar heavy 
enemy~U~et atrl RPGfireo' Due to the !r\a:vy, gr~th it was diffil(';ult to 
estimatlii the size cif the enemy forceD it w: thought to 'be,~ platoon bUlt as 
the battle progressed it became cle&lt that' 'was a mu~h la~~elt forceo at , 
least two Companies g perhaps a battaliono The, ':'i' m.y was well'entren©hed with 
$nipe~on both flanks where clump6 of the tree e extended a~out 20 meter$ 
@lo~l9~ to !'rierdly line~ than did the lenght of t ~ tr'ee., line, ifp-;elf' 0 The 
battl;:; raged throogh?ut the 19th ({jlf Septembero Can~es:;::~~'~ am 1111.1.1. ·Pei:r;g 
©1O!I'JlIlitted to. relhr\l'6 Pl"6SSUl"'S from Comparw fiF" 'wh((ll f~~ 1-:qto 1:he enemy 
positionso The g'l'eatest pI'oblem encountel'w this day TNa~,· .. one· of fire support 
(loo.roinationo as the BLT ©ould exererise' no ©ontl"ol ovel" ARVN aircraft 
supporting the ARVN effort to the north 0 these aircraft ©ontih"Ual1y .flew 
through ELT air :space (:IQusing frequent check fires of lllOl"taJf am il'-l'tillel!")' 
and making cOOl'uination of Marine ail> support dtrfi~\111t in the extreme<> 
Additi©l'l!!Lllyo until Company "F!i! could break ©ontact all ~pp(j.rti:Ag fires. 
delivered had to be f:Jastward 0 b~yorrl the enemy positions engaged by friendly 
gr'ouni tt"oop~o In the lat~ afternoon ©ontact was brok~n mfiCliently and 
r~e suppo.rteoordination &ffectiv@ly established with th~ ARVN ~o that 
acc'Wt'attfJ aUo D artillery am mortal'. f1re~ou.ldbEil brought ttCl bear on the enemyo 

Lat@ in the day 3rd Battalion 7th Marines was helilifted to a blocking 
podtion along SUOI CO CA river at vicinity AT 0085750 C©nt&ct with the enemy 
was ~ampletely broken qy 1900 0 the Br~T refo~ed on the most defensible terrain 0 

along tl. line AT 992575 to AT 992573 &:00. prepared to continue the attaok o At 
first light Companies "G" and "H" sweept through the site of the previou~ 
dSbys battle with Cam.pal'\Y IltF'" in support 0 Company "E" held a. position at 
vicinity of AT 992.573 in order to sweep the BLT right flank uri! or oo.milff@9r 
from the area as the situation requireO.o By 0900 the C©nirmand CTOUP and Company 
twFI9 I/!Istabli.shed in the si'ta @f th6 pl"ewi~s days battl® 0 C©m~n:ies "Gil a:nd "H" 
~ng n~l"th=eastward am made c(~ntact with a large enemy f@rce at v1Cii~ty of 
006576 0 T'h, tWf:j) C~panies linked up am delivered small arm~ and mortal" fire 
en the enemy :fOrce and called artillery and air t»n the area o Meamhile a 
s@!ja.I'ch ~f the previous days battle a1"'ea. by Compa~ "Fit revealed 6\ strongly 
fortified area with intricate ~ammunications and fighting trenches connecting 
strong pointsp snipeI' positions am foUrteen ~©ir~ed .fight~ M~l>' t):ri~ed 
~o r.hs BLTI> s front of the prew:1..ous dayo nmn€lrous other positions ware foum 
in anlrthexn . direction as wallo Th.:ree grave sites were uncovered am sane 
equipmento Personnel effects of the enemy dead r~ealed then to be members of 
the 2nd &.ttaliono 36th NVA Regimento ': 

By early afternoon Compan1.6s "G" and "Rtf had tightened their hold on th. 
area and the enemy had withdrawn to a oomplex of tree lines at vicinity 
AT 0005770 At 1530 an e~ bunker was sighted vicinity of AT 000577 flying 
an WA flag o Stiff l'ssl,steooe was encoonteradin this a'rea~ Company "E" had 
been movw at 1300 to link up with Company "Fit in vicinity of the ELT 
Command Post D whioh itself had been unlef' intensive small arms fire since 
12150 Througpout the day the ARVN to. the north had. been in hea~ contact 

, ~il'h® WA sirl had push~d him,e~st towa.rds'V±ciriity·Q955.82:,~L:.#c¥.'J~30 the ARVN 
'~b' . to swing south pushing the enemy into BLT 2/70 The enemy was nOW' being 

pushed .from the north by ARVN'o from the west·by BLT 2/7 and 'butfeted.' against 
Jrd Ba.ttaliono 7th MariMs blockipg ~+ong the river to the aasto This pressure 
plus aooura'te air and a.rtillery (5;'anance delii~ell"iss in the' areas of resistance 

\ began to take their toll by late afterno0n../),;\.. '(. ," 
Jf> -. ~ ~5= 'd~'~", ~"".' .'i:.'': :.:~.~ ,,{~;-··~·:lt'::·, ,.~:...~ ::' ..., 
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" 'By 1600 when ~ct1ordinated air and groi.md,'attacks were strongest in the 

biiriker area am. folloWing a P1uea night of 5001b bcmbs am napalm the enemy 
was 'seen to flee f:rom the' htmler!axea. "int~;'!i;h'e·"surround:imlg tree lines i in 
groups of twenty ahd thirtyo They were taken UIJler fire am air and artil
lery concentrated more intensely on the areae Resistance was still very Stilf 
fxomthe.. buil.ke·rr'are~,,' Companies.: fiG" and "HII began to encounter anti-personnel 
mnEis and booby·traps. As dusk set in Companies "GIl and "HII established a 
perimeter at vicinity A!r998576& Companies "Ell and ifF'" and the Oommand Group 
moved under cover of darkness to defensible ground in vicinity .AT992575" 
Thi'oughout the night artillery and mortar fire was delivered on known and 
sUsPeated enemy positionso. At 2145 a strong odor of marijuana was reported 
as comirig frout\,the .vioitd~y of the enemy held bunker complex and tree lines .. 

At first light on 21 September the BIlf continued the attack into the bunker 
area and surrouniing tree1.in.0~1) After disarmil'€ and removing numerous booby 
traps ani ant i-personnel mines companies IIG1U and "R" uncovered an ext ensive, 
well prepared network of tren6tes~ fighting .holes and positions and bunkers .. 
The ~ter" produced l.B.rge· quantit ies of food 9 ' equipment ~ weapons~ and d.ocuments 
much of the latter was of a classified nature~ This ent ire area was suggestive 
of a battalion or larger size command post area.. It was later revealed that 
d.ocument; analysis ani row int*,ogations ',moed thb to be,tne ma1n~p,2~~t.;O:n~Q:f' 
the 2nd .Battal1on9 36th Regiment with the 36th NITA Regimental Command Post 
and elam_s. of Group 44 located there 9 additionally it was revealed that B~ 
2/1r had enoountexed the 2nd :Ba.ttalion9 36th and other' elements of the NVA 36th 
iud 38th Regiments during the preceeding two days battle.. And further that 
these units were on a counter-sweep operation seeking battle with Blir 2/70 
Three POWo s were taken when larger rooms and tur.nels were discovered in 
levels below the surface. Companies "E" and "Fir uncovered grave sites in 
tree lines to t'he east and south of the bunk.er area. In a.1.~, '69 en,emy KIA 
'Were confirmed by body count& POW interogations revealed that B~2/;7 had 
killed at least 80 enemy and wounded ~t least 6~ [xom 2nd Battalion,· 36th 
NY.A Regiment alone. Included in the dead was the assistant; Battalion COJlloo> 

mender of the 2nd Battalion1 36th Regiment.. On 21 'September accessional,NYA 
were $ighted fleeing eastward alld then southward at .vatiO'\.1£,\ times during the 
day both by :a:w 21'7 and 3rd Batta.lion 7th Mar~ mrl.t$o '!'he day was deY_Q~d to 
searching a:nd. clearing the battle ru::eae In the late a;fternoon }mBattalion 
7th ·.Ma:rdnes, was heloli£ted. to a bloaking :positiri)n al.ong a. 1ine ~983546 to 
~994546. At dusk Companies t'G 00 and !'B91 established dei.'ensive positions in the 
enemy defensi"lte oomplex:, the .rema:.inder of the :Bli moved? as directed, to :new 
posj.tion vicinity ~991570 for an attack s.outh towaJJt!s 3r'd Batta1io~o 7th 
Marines blocking posit ion.: . 

At first light on 22 6sptembex Company 18G" moved to the :Blf attack poSition, 
While Company uHn oontinued to search and commenced destruction of the enemy 
defensive c0lIl:Plex. At 1000 the sweep south began~ however at about 1130 the 
B~, received o:rders to halt presen!; Sweep and on order to move to an assembly 
area at vicinit y AT968584 for picl'.l.lp by trucks and return to B~ Base Camp 
at DAr LA PASS.. COlIl:Psny It H',' was :relieved of'- the s!iaroh and destroy operation 
in the heavy defensive 'ColIq)lex by elements, of )J:'d Battalion, 7th Marines~ The 
BlI[! arrived at the designated assembly area am entruoked at 1530 on 22 Sep
tember 1968 ~ arriving at DAr LA PASS at 1700. 

BXmA~/RE1'RODUCED FROlf. REC'J'.RDS OF 

DnrrSION OF WISTCRY AND 1tfUS~W~S, 

lmADQUART:ERS, V.' S. MAR He COlli'S .... 
~ ••• "1'0 
"111., 
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be Si1gnifioant Events 

The following is a 
with the enemy 0 
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txflUC!ED/.REfRO,DUCED PR.Q'ii :' .... :')T\DS OF" 

DIVISIO;r OJ? liIS~()~W ANU.2L1Jf.i$, 

HEADQUAR7Eru:1, U. S. lW\I.Nj,i; CQIII 

... .,.GJQI, n. 0" 10380 
summary of signifioant events and contaots made 

10 1.51J30H Ccmpany "Fit 0 while executing a sweep 0 moVed into an area 
riming NVA equipment including medical sUpplies o an assortment 
of packS! containing rice 0 one AK.,4.7 rifle 0 and a pair of "Ho Chi 
Minh" s~oeso All equipment was collected and the rice destroyed o 

20 At dusk ~n 1.5 September g the BLT(=) establiShed night defensive 
positio~s and conducted aggressive night patrols and ambushes in 
an atte~pt to locate the'enemy for the next day!s operations o One 
ambush at AT9.575.57 captured two NYA soldiers attempting to escape 
by swimming aoross the river.. The POW's were evaQuated to 9th ITT 
on Hill.5.5 AT967616 .for interrogation. 

3.. 161200H CompalJ3T "F" fired a 6Omm. ooncentration on two VC at 
AT9.57.55?o then sent a squad into the area tci check the results 
and foom a blood trail which was followed up to AT9605S6 where 
it was iost in the river" One NYA boot and an 11 foot dugout log 
rowboat were found .. The boat was destroyed" 

40 1620JOH A listening post from 1st Platoon Company "H" AT9.51560 
heard and then~otted four enemyo The listening post registered 
with illumination andths fired 6 roums of 60mm HE with unknOW'n 
results o Atfirst light the listening post swept the area of 
enemy movement o but it found l'D trace of enemy casUaltieso 

.50 170615H Company "H~ found, 24=10cc Vitamin BiZ at AT9.52.561 in a 
bunker. l-1edicine was turned in and the b1'l,nkerwas destroyed o 

60 171520H Headquarters 7th Marines sent BLT 2/7 a warning order 
to reClSNe Companie s "E" am "G" into the area 0 

7 0 180750H Second Platoon Company "H" found one Chi Com grenade 0 

, green utilitieso asso.rted clothing\) J511bs of rieeo 251bs of corn 
at AT96457Jo The assorted clothing was brought ,in and the rice 
and corn was d.estroyed 0 

8 0 182020H Battery, "Hit Jrd Bno 11th Mar moved from Hill 60 AT886772 
to Hill .5.5 AT96260Jo , 

9.. 190800H Company "E" while sweeping in vicinity AT9?4576 made 
contact with an estimated squad of NVA resulting in four NV.A 
kills with three A~47 captured without taking any friendly 
casualties 0 \ 

10 0 191000H = 191900H The ~T while sweeping battle area from 
AT992582 to AT992570 reo$ived heavy volume of small arms. auto= 
matie "weapons 0 grenades and RPG fire from an enemy unit of 
unknown sizeo, The enemy was in fortified trenches o fighting holes 
Company "F" made the initial, contact with the enemy at AT99.5.57.5 
At 0900 Company "F't r_eceived a heavy volum,s of grazing fire 
"including B..40 Rockets I) automatic weapons D small arms and 
grenad~sv about 42 frien:ily casualti-es resulted in the initial 
contaet and several more were wounded or killed in the process 

," - , • {'t_ liH'U 'tt d of evacuating the original casual t 1es& vumpany _ ,. 'Wa!3. c~lIIplJ; e 
to the left. nank of Company "F" and ,Compa:ny''WGfO tX,- the right to 

.. ,~ 

~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

...... 
" ',' 

, :.:.,- ;pj;. I· 

,1" • 

01 



120 

130 

150 

DECLASSIFIED 

•• 
press home the attack. Canpaqy"E"o the. BLT~reserve was committed to the 
attack and moved to Canpani "Fits positiorloallowing Compaqy "Fit to 
withdraw and consolidate in order to continue the attack. Companies "G" 
and "H" pressed the attack by pushing through the flanks 0 On order all 
Companies reformed at phase line Tangerine to allow more effective air 
and artillery bombardments of the area. A frag order came from the 7th 
Marines to deploy south u.along Phase Line Tangerirte.· In moving to the 
specified area Company "En personnel tripped a booby trap.. ..• 'Compaz;liee; 

began receiving small arms fire from the north as a Battalion of the 
51st A.i.1.n'l pushed VC/WA·:, tow~~s,·the-Bifo nl1'liQ~~her'thQ B:II!! ""T"" 
suffered 14 KIA and 54wIA'so ' . 
2008POR Company "G" attempting to move and link up with 3/7 made heavy 
contact in vicinity AT001577 with large size enemy forces believed to 
be in a battalion size CP area 0 Company "Get disengaged and called in air 
and artillery bombardment into the area. Company "G" received 5 KIAfls 
and 19 WIA's set up a base of fire while Company "R" assaulted using a 
left envelopment. C~ ttG" then evacuated casualties and equipment 
to the rearo . 
200900H Lt,CoL WATSON was replaced by LtCol BUNNELLo temporary 
Commarrler of BLT 2/7 pending arrival of new BLT Commander from 9th 
Marine Amphibious Brigadeo 
200~5H The Secorrl Squad D Second Platoono Company "H" found an enemy 
mortar pit with empty ammunition containers and bamboo aiming stakes at 
coordinates AT0055660 
2di1030H While sweeping the battle area AT001577 Company ttG" attempted 
to approach and search an enemy CP bunker and encountered heavy booby 
traps and anti=personnel mines" Two of the mines Were detonated causing 
two WIA'so The mines Were identified as box mines of unknown size" 
Attempts were made to detonate other mines in the area with air strikes. 
Company "G" went on to seaI"ch the suspected area and uncovered extensive c 

reinforced bunkers and trench complexes= suggesting a battalion size or 
larger CP area o These complexes stretched southeast from 001579 to 
0055751> NVA uniforms and equipment were found in the area" 
211600R Second. Platoono Comparv "R" found 15 fighting kales and .fiv" 
bunkers at BT0015770 The bunkers were searched fiming one NVA body g a 
brief case and documents includ ing maps D ten packs 0 fifty ammo ca~ 0 

various pieces of clothingo 2501bs of rice am 200 rounds of A~47 ammo 
three wallets·g three gas masks 0 one NVA nag and two propaganda banners" 
At the same time the Third Platoon which Was searching a different part 
of the same area discovered thirteen additional fighting holes o two 
more bunkers and four tunnels" In searchin,g out the area the third Plt" 
found two NVA bodies and capture one NVA soldier o They 'found one NVA 
flag 0 seven ammo cans of documents 0 and micellaneous clothing 0 This POW 
revealed himself to be twenty years old and an NVA soldier with the 2nd 
Battalion 0 36th Regiment o 308th NVA Divisiono He stated that on 19 Sepo 
his 2nd Battalion suffered 80 KIA and 60 WIAtso and that the,~ssistant 
Battalion Commander(named SA) was' killed by 'pomba from an afr strikeo His 
unit carried their wounded and dead to a new position on the slopes of 
the .D,UWQMountainso He also said that he knew of three Regiments in 
the area o the 36th and the 38th 01' the 308th NVA Division o and one 
unknown Regiment~,,~, . 

-W"'/~RO~\;Gf~j T"R "! R"IC'COR"n'" OT.> ." - . .. ",8= .L· .... ,.1 - i;) ~ 
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160 211400H While on a SW'eepo lead elements from. COmpany "Eft spatted one 

NYA at coordinates AT999577 wearing green utilities o helmet and 
carrying a rifle fieeing to the easto The lead element pursued by fire 
am a.ontinued to sweep ·rindiDg fresh graves containing NVA bodieso 

18" 

, 
1eo 

:'21i430H Continuing on a sweep Company "Eli fwnd an M...790 Sero Noo 
108224 and 30 M...79 rounds~ one NVA packo a dud 105nnn l"ound o a dud 
155I1l1D round 0 one 60mm mortar rouMo and four fresh graves containing 
NVA bodies at AT9985770 The rounds were blown in place and the equip ... 
ment turned ino 
211500H While sweepingD Company "G" in area of BT001518 fD~rrl an ammo 
carrying packo three dud 105~' rounds 0 one NVA E...tool and aha IWA bodyo 
and 9 women and childreno The people were turned over to S=20 and the 
hut where the equipment ,was found was destroyed by fire resulting in 
four secondary explosionso . 
220930H In the area of BT001578 Company "H" foom two NVA {~QW:Qs:) 
carrying documents on their ~ersonsto indicate they Were from the 2nd 
Battaliono 36th Regimento Also found in the area was a 122mm rocket 
motor 0 and 5001bs of l"ice 0 LtColo N1EL A NELSON assumed Cemmand of 
BLT 2/70 
221530H BLT 2/7 was extracted fran the area of operation and brought 
back to DAr LA PASS AT9397480 Extraction was completed approximately 
221900Ho 

Co Supportim Arms 

(iJ General 0 During the period from 14 September to 22 September 1968 p 

BLT 2/7 received artillery support from two 105mm Batteries g "H" 
Battery BLT 2/7 and "lit Ba.ttel"Yo 3rd Battaliono 11th Marines o two 
155~ Batteriesg "Kit Battery 4th Battaliono 11th Marines and "L" 
Battery 0 lth Battaliono 11th Marineso and "An Battery liald Al"tillery 
Groupo an 8 inch Batteryo Alsoo the 8~ Mortar Platoon of BLT 2/7 was 
in direct supporto 

(2) Artilleryo The 105 Batteries fired a total of 2379 high explosive 0 

91 iihite phosphorous o am 61 Illumination roundso This was accomplished 
through 62 observed missions and 339 H&I missions o The 155 Battel"ies 
fil"ed 698 high explosive 0 and 21' 'Mhite phosphorous rounds including 51 
observed missions and B) H&I Missionso The 8 inch Battery fired 216 

. high explosive rounds with 19 observed 0 15 H&I and i destructiOll miss~ono 
In addition there was extensive H&I and prepatory missions fired u~" 
the. direction of the 7th Marine Regiment o v'.lring,in~d:ireet ~S\1P:P.ort;·.,,· 
of ELT 2/7 during this periodo S.omeof the problems encountered'during 
this period are as followsg The ',inability of the air SUPP0l"t to provide 
the artillery liaison section with an accurate estlmat,d:on·'of ETA of air 
missions resulted in artillery fire being placed in check fire from 
five to twenty minutes before the air strike was rung thereby restricting 
the effectiveness of both arms o Another problem was the lack of effective 
ooordination with the helicopter unitso This resulted in many artillery 

". missions being placed in a check fire status in the middle of a mission 
by the unexpected arrival af a MEDEVAC or resupply heltcoptero One 

_ moremajOt" problem area was 'the ciose proximity of friendly troops to 
. enemy target s c 

'·'dfJ!klCnDliEPRODUCED }'1"';:,: B:t'CI)RDS O. ".!.:, t·~\.: ~T.,'W •. 
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• • Thj:s resulted in the cancellat ion of wme missions and in some cases' 
inCreased the deJa y time for olearing Contact' missions. IzlJ summary» 
there was more than ample ar\;illerysuppor!; available but the lack of: 
effeCtive ooorQ.ination of other support elements and the olose prox
imity of friendly troops to the target; area severely limited the number 
and ei'feotivenenss of the missions .fired.. ' 

(~) Naval Gunf'ire, Naval Gun£ii'e was not employed during the BIle opera
t ion in the Dodge Cit y Area. 

(4) Air Support", 

a o CAS; During the period from' 15 .. 22 September close air support was 
called by BIJI! air controlafJl"~o The BIf ut ilized fixed wing from 
Marine Air Groups 11p 12~ 13 and support was given by the 366 Tac
tical Squadmn at Danange There were 18 .fl~ilts o.f soft ol.'drence 
dropping 455 tons o.f napalJn9 552' - ,2.15 rockets and 20 - 20mm pods. 
~llere were siX flights of hard. ordnanc,e including 12 tons of 500lb 
bombs~ 135 - 2" 75 rockets and 20mm gun pods. Bomb damage assessed 
fox the period was 9 structures destroyedv 4 structures damaged~ 
300 meters of t,;renoh line destroyed s and nwnerous enemy killed in 
action.. ',. ' 

bo TPQ-10; No TPQ:-10s were employed due to p:ro.x.imity of' targets to 
friendly fore eSe 

.-
c~ Flaxeships: For t heir needs at night B~ 2/ 7 had. Spooky (0147) air

craft on call-'with flares and mini-guns for the support of the-Bat
talion.. An accurat e account of rounds expended was not given.. Also, 
the flare ships from H am MS 11 and VMGR 152 at Danang were used on 
.four different occasions$ On 20-21 September a flare ship was used 
for BIlr units so that they could observe areas around themo 

d.. ~: Flying in direct support of the Bl1l! were Air Observers from MAG 
16 at Danang.. These AD 0 s flew directly over ground unit s observing -
and were in front of the units searching for trenchlinesp bunkers 9 and 
fortified positious 9 The AO's were most helpful during the progress 
of the Close'Air Support mission.. ''chere were a total of 19 .8O D s 
utilized by the Bl1l!.. These aircxaft carried 2.. 75 rookets for, air 
support and WP rounds fox mrking targets9 ' 

e. Madevacs; For the Battalion sweep the Bl1l! continued its use of heli
oopters from HMM'165 aboard the USS TRIPOLIo Also~ a munber of heli
copters were called fmm .'incountry sou.rcefo'j HMM 164 and UH-34 MEDEVAO:, 
aeHcopters from MAG 16 at .Danang for the lOC)st serious cases such as " 
head wounds& -

d. logist ics 

A Battalion TAO-log Net was established on 14 September 1968 at 'the 
Battalion :rear and continued to operate through 22 September 1968., Its 
main function was,iIDnitoriIjg ;esupply requests betweeI;l the ~ts.in 
the field and the !SA.. "-, 
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A Battalion size lSA. was established "on 14 September 1968 at Hill 
559 7th Marines Regimental Headquarters 0 it was operated by HST 
personnel with repre$entatives from the 5_1 Sectiono Supply 
Sectiono Ammo Techniciano Ordnance Sectiono and Communications 
Contact Team until the close of the operation on 22 September 19680 
There Were no significant resupply problemso The total weight of 
resupplies for the period concerned was 540471blo Class I 490150 0 

Class II 10161 and Class V 40160 lb~o 

(3) HMM 165 supported BLT 2/7 through the 7th Marine Regiment for re
supplies and Medevaoso 

(4)' All classes of supplies were available at the !SA to the supporting 
unit with the exeption of Class IV which was supplied by the . 
Battalion's organic supply which oonsisted of 280 water canso 15 
cargo nets/slings for external resupplyo ' 

(5) The water resupply point on Hill 55 was utilized to fill the 
reques'tsfoequirements thru HST personnel at the LSAo 

(6) Maintenance of drganic property was performed by I.SU Contaot Teams 
with the exeption of work requested 'by 'WW" Battery 3rd Battalion 0 

11th MarineS!-:far':'repa,ir1ng' their: sight"am 're©o11,me©}qan1S111~'Qn 
HoWtars whioh ~_lifi.d pe:r.senner ca:pabl~~ ::pel'>f;I01"lIl1~ the work·,wen 
not ava,1lable 0 ' 9 assistance was required from 1st l"bli maintenanoe 
Battalion and the Contact Team was sent to Hill 22 to execute the 
repair s required 0 Eleven M...60 Machine Guns were . repaired by the 
ISU Ordnanoe Contact Team 0 

(6) Transportation for the ISA was provided by Organic Vehicles which 
included one (1) M..,35 and two (2) M..274~A2o 

eo CGmm:Unications 

Communioations on the operation:rwsre',ven _ glOoa' am ,'the1!'e:,was,:-litUe 
difficulty maintaining radio contact with all unitso however the REGTeL 
TAC NET and Artillery nets Were mutually interfering due +,0 frequencies 
which were separated by less than one megacycle 0 The BLT' iial",had " ': ,; 
some problems with its communications link to the USS TRIPOLI which 
were due to range and atmospheric conditions .. The PRC-25 was used 
exclusively am proved effective and efficient o The maneuver elements 
relied on tape and whip antennas exclusively while the ELT Real" , , 
used the new RC~~236 antenna o This directional antenna was also used on 
the SLF TAC NET and has proven very effective for long distance radio 
shotso The air net also used the PRCoo2.5 with no problemso One PRC=25 
was damaged by small arms fire and one by fragmentationo 
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USMC Casualties: 

a o Officer: 

KIA 0 
WIA 7 
WIANE 0 
NBCE 0 

bo Enlisted 

KIA "23 
WIA 95 
WIANE 8 
NBCE 77 

USN Casualties g 

ao Officers: None 

b o Enlisted: 

WI! 3 

Equipment Damage g None 

• 

Bo Enemy 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Personnel: 

(a) NVA KIA 69 ( Confirmed by Body Count 
(b) VC KIA 2 ( Confirmed by Body Count 
(e) Detainees 25 
(d) Chieu Hoi 0 

Weapons Captured g 

<.) en. 1891/30 Rifle with Seope 
(b) One AU7 

Grenades ani Mines Captured 

(a) Two Fireraeker AP mines; pressure type 
(b) Two Chi Com Grenades ,. 

) 
) 

(c:) Two Bangalore torpedos o rigged as AP surprise firing 
deviceso trip wire typeo ' ' ' 
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EXI'RACftD/REPRODUC£D FP')\'! ;;!coOlfllr 
4. Ammo captmoed by rouMsg 

'(~) one 1'2.7 IIIID roum 
(b) one 122 mm rocket mortar 
(0) 200 AX 47 roum. 

50 Miscellaneous: Equipment Captured (in large quantities where not specifically 
statedJo ' . .,. 

(a) Miscellaneous it:dividua1. equ1pnent 
(b)) Miscellaneous elothing and unifO!'ll!lS 
~ Assorted cooking utensils 
td), Assotted documents and maps 
(.) 3275 POUMS- of ripe 

!f) 15 poums .of corn 
g) ssorted mediciDf!t:!l 
11) 24:x 110cc ampules ot Vitamin B.::.12 

(1) One woedellll boat 
(j) Two INA flAgs 
(k) Two NVA harmers 
(1) Or.- 1207 AS: gun sight 
Cm) One' Russian SKM ga:s mal5k. 

9 i Cgmmarrlers Am1.ysis 

The encounter of ELT 2/7 with a sizable NVA force in the DODGE CITY 
AREA produced a number of valuable lessons the most important of which are: 

a o The NVA unlike the VC is not ·sweepable" 0 Every tree line must be 
approached as an oboective ani treated as though it contains a large 
enemy forceo Effective preparatory fires must be delivered and a 
tactic of fira and maneuver of troops employedo 

b. '!'here must be unity of ©oonnam When different units are operating 
in the same are&D «!log. ARVN v ELT 2/7 and:3rd Eattalion9 7th Marineso 
The lack of a: clean cut Comma~er results in a break dam in co.., , 
ordination which in turn results in check fires at critical moments 
because of-v1oh.~ of air spaceD operational boundaries etco 

, ,,' .,'.. .~ ~~. ::!:', ';; .. , .'( . '. • \'. ,. 

Co Qualified interrog~ft=translation personnel must be on th~ 'sp:~t and 
a feed back from follow .... up interrogations and translations of ;, 
documents must be t:1mely~ The BLT did not become fully aware of the 
magnitude of the enemy encOl1nter~ ~ damage that they had infH.ctEid' 
upon him until after its return to Base at DAI LA: PASSo Without 1;.imely 
information of this nature the Cemmamer canmt make valid plans nor . 
can he make informed recanmen:iat1ons to his Commamer 0 

do ~J. can not be underestimated o because he had; .. nbt stood and fought 
,\oJ ~~plrtiCUlar area before does not mean that he 'will not::do sOle:1When 

he' aoesQ).:U must be ready to rea.et o especially supporting arms, which 
because,the NVA usually opens fire at point blank rangeo require 

Et'xoe~U.Orial coordiJl8.tion to, be effective. '.' ,,:'",' '.,... .. 
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It is most resonable 'to oonclude that the enem,ies stand. against 
BllC ·2/7 on 19 and 20 Sept elDber was pronwt ed by' two considerations 

.. one being the' threat that the B~ posed to the flank and rear of 
major NYA forces engaged with 'the' Al1lTN task force to the north of 
the BIIP .. ,A:pit· ~h_e .p,ther being.t~:t ~the BllI! was fast olosing with 
a major enemy command arid comriJunications center. 

In the final analysis the Operation in the DODGE CJ!rY. Area 
was eminently successful, enemy strong holds were destroyed, 'i 
many of his plans and secrets revealed, one of his battalions .. 
badly damaged9 large quantities of' foodstuffs, equipment and' 
weap.ons ti&pt~~ and: his; units-pvsu8d and liurried in· thefr :retreat. 
lit the type of warfare.wIUaret'aced '1I'1'5'V:m this .. part of I Cqrps 
this certainJ,.y spells ou't ,a. 1'le!loun.ilng success of '8l"JI1S f) thOugh":1t 
may not be aJ,1 that, is.de.sir.ed o it has been touni. that·this enemy 
;J.s. n9t c.9PPerative.when l..t calles to the expl01tat10n:phase.ani the 
f~ am canplete destruction .01' his . ..I.tIIl'.ceso . 

':." 

\A~,{)t2.~ 
'iEtti2NELSON 

WASH1R't'Olf, t). O. 2OISO 
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CGECZPT BEHIHD HILL #324 IHSERT 

Upon retc)r:-d:1g' from the ]Ih' opera tiol1 in th8 DJDGE CITY lirG8. 

tho ELI' vlns 6;iY8ll. the Bi"f)ion of being preF,Jx:ci to blook DeLi 10 
J:'nss and JI111f,'ine;,l" Po. 38 0:;:' (~stc:Dlisll a blo ckir.g fr:mt in the vic
inityof (1i'.29379) VgJl OE-3 bc:t.tnliu'1; also the J3JR had to be pre
p&I'ed -to c:Jncluct CCj11~h;D::,.tt'_'(;~m in -be Ibr2Y';; aI'ea. 1118 Bill' W[!S 

mt given 0. dGfin:i te Tlt(JR, Du_t viiCS left ci.s 8. m::lbile force that 
had to be 1)x·O:p2.:r:ed. --1;0 fight in any nrec:'. of t.Le D2.nnng Tl;(,3,. 
Although tlle BIT hncl m AO it felt that to accomplish the mis
sion essiGned it fel t'if·.Yiocdd be neCGGSE:ry to insert nn GP on 

. Hill #324 (':iT88374~) ;>[ox'::from it Lell I1'0Vem3nt into the DalU\Llg 
Tl~OR muld be :) bser-r.8C4: therefore the BL'1 requested from 1 st 
:an, 26th LhrinGs and. 'Vias granted permission to insert C1 rein
forced pbt:)cn on Hill #324 (i..T883742). 

1. 230855-231035 - Ins(3i"t of OF Reno into area at c::>ordimtes 
(N~885746) was cor:rpl eted during this period exCErpt for two 
p;::llGts of gear tlhidh we;.:B flovln in leter the &\me day. 

2. 231045 - OF Rono sighted one s'lund of well camoflaged NVJ.I. run.
ning from n::-:rthei,st t:J south-wGst £It cQordinntes (11'1880746) 
o.nd cc111ed in a fire mission ~o n the enenw -with unkmwn re
suI ts. 

2313Lt 7 - OP Rrono obseI'vGd a }jl{l; £Clrc~· in ~:'iLt)O"'''' of ?5-.1?"'Y-c;o.",--' 

nel movj.ll~: mrt..henst at c8o:rrli.n.c.L~es (l.T819111). ·*e OP called 
for 0.11 j~O, \,l'icb .. c,rrived on station but could rot make sight
ings on -:;hu GfLGmy force. 

241205 - OF BB110 observed 20 cnomyrunning to tJle northwest 
nt. c:x:)l::clL'1O.tes (i.T883715) and cnlled in a fire mission, but 
c:)u'Ld 110 t QO'rArTilino thf) (lfinntnf t118 flrtiJlery fir8_sm tll.e 
enemy. 

241900H •• OP Reno sighted an enemy rocket battery being fired 
f.'r.,i2I! CriJ C::JOrdizl£l-tes (",T883695) and called inn fire mission 
c:."l. I'Jckd: 'c'Jsiti:)n dter firillg 9 106 recoilles rifle rounds 
cot t::.(:; ()i18·~JY. The results of the counter-rocket fire were 
no t C1.;.:;tGrmillGd. 

:::";'::'.;;'~3 .. OP Reno rel)orted tl:Jilt at least one or .two e:l.emy had 
i:e,,!l d::rtectGCl :probing the area. ':i:o counter thl.S 3 h-26 grena
C.GS ".nd 7 60mrr, mortars ,,;ere fired but the results of this aC-
t.i:)fL ,;as unknovil1. 

____ ~ _________ 0_--. __ 
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251343H .. CP)'.em B.T:lotted, Cl }brin~ cS'~s vehiole going 
'i-·,·"L'vil ~ ]-'"'1',rl ~ 1'1 r'')''+<:' r;n ~.Ll' (j, rriOc'77i:)0 tr"'~e'lli' '1,0' 411 '-~..1.v ~ .. J:...L (..~ .... ,-".,.v" VJ._ ..... y\ .. 0' V u· .... _.J~ OJ. .,. e:.:... ·W \: ,I..~., "'-
n S:Yll:tb ,";8~,t c!. i J?8c~;1~);:' ",:., c~n it l1i t [\ mi:ne~ '1!w O,? 0.180 

SCi"",,'·! -i:3.l:::e;::; \~ jJ~·;:'~1'·.:::.lG,3 :;~ rUl)' [tC I'D SS :::iOG P[~ (1c3.i (;) S irf.;;) the 
bJ:..i'Jh.> 1~J.t~.~·'0 l~i~cd ·i4 C8.1J.t~!d ill U iy;.sfJ";:\.7ec f'o=r the 
'VO 1.'.':x.1.::::i .i: "':=·:c [3v !·"~.Yi.':';'-!'l' 

8. 26-'1·34.~JJ~I.: ,"- CF I\.c-:nl' ~~lG.9~:rt::a. tl'~L~i th'3;::e vie:r'8 SO'YC'11!Jr 

etg~-:-: Vie-t.J~':.!:-~28(~ \}'\.);;,::c.i?1g ~JD.(:l:. ~(Jt8 :.~n'.~, vll1.ite 11ats 
WOI']:::';~ :l,'~: l'j.cC! ;,ILc:i.1ios neH l' L1"!.nn.i.J'lg tncidGllto 

?o 2(-;53-)':-:1 - O-r l:~enD rl::p'])2k:-l sC'iJiDt:; 'be first HA 35 t~uck 
in (. 'cl11:'(;',) +,::v.ck 0:>UVCY -trBy,.L1ir-t· i:30'J_th in t.,1.w vicinity 
:)'f (~),';!G9.'3720) hit a rom end bur~ Tile OP saw Vietnamese 
~"lllY'.;.i r~ fr~ri1 tile ,areo.. 

1 J" ~'7·;. r-15;{ -, 0l:' fum spotted [\ c:)ngrGgntion of upproxilDntely 
I:f~' j!uvp 13 in black pa jam0.s Hnd \lIhi te ho. ts. They disparsed 
~,y~J. \!3;lt in diffrent di:r:"ect ions. OP fum could not see i£ 
-~;.i_-.:.~·~r:;G p8:J~plG c8r:::-ied W8£'.PO!IS. 

11. 29t630a: - 01' Reno Iwsnbandoned und n11 fortifications on 
Hill J324 (L~88372.) were destro;yed. 
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